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DAVE: J uly 15, 1978
SUBJECT: Teleplone conversation vieth Vashngton Post renorier

Ron Kesgler

On July 12, 1978 ot 5:00PM I telephoned Don Kessler at the
Washington Post concerning his 11/26/76 WP story about a nurported
bid by Oswald to‘offer information to the Russiang in lexico City
in exchange for a trip to the Soviet Union,

I first asked Kessler if the intercepted call in quost;on was
the 9/28 phone call from ihe Cuban to the Russian Embassy., After
some hesitating Kessler decided that it was, I then noted thot
Sylvia Duran »ut Oswald on the line for this call and.hﬁk&&’i(ﬁSQ@Y
if Duran remembered the part about Oswald wanting to make a deal,

i -

Kessler stated Turan remembered the call but not that portion of it,

I next asked about Kessler's statement in hig article that
Ylarren Comnission staff nembers were shovn transcripts of the
intercepted conversationsg, Kessler said that the VC staff had
been siven the onportunity to look at the trangcripts but that
they had not been provided a copy. Asked if there was a cony of
the transcripts ;n the National Archives, Kessler renlied
"definitcly not",

lesaler ctouéd that it 1s the 'IA's contention thavt 'he Tanes

verc degtroyed wrior to the assassinatlion and that this was

confirmed not only by Phillips but by =zeveral other "hishly r:liable"

sources, Kessgler sald he did not lmow vhether to believe this cipla-

ation or notb..

I acked hin if he were familizr vith an ll/° FBI rcpnourt nention-
ing 2 tope recording that FBY agents in allas Ligiened to ~hoxily



ofher the cronaginotion, Kedrler onid “wot ha was and ‘n fact had
checked into it and concluded that the reference to the tane in the
report was sinply a migteke (!) Kessler sald the reference to the
tape in the 11./23 report came from an earlier Shanklin-Hoover cabhle
according to a source of his, and thot he called Shanklin vho
told him that the recording was all a mnistake. Hgssler then called
James Hosty, who bhad no recollection of the tane, Kessler said
he then looked at some available CIA docments and gaw nany refer-
ences to ‘the photos but none to a tape, He rave no other rensons
for concluding the reference to the tape was a mistake, Kessler
gaid he did not talk to Bookhout,

I mentioned to Kesgler that nis story caused a big fuss at
firet but seemed to have died out., He agreed, but stuck by his
story and 21l material elements in it, I read to him a portion
of a. letter from David Phillips to Brian Bugre where Phillins
a.tempted Lo distonce himgelf from Kessler's story. Kessler:
termed Phillips' denials "carefully vorded" -nd claimed 1%
"mwisren: esented what I attributed to him," Asked 1f Phillips

cver called to cloim he was migdquoted, Kescler renlied, "never,"



