The rates of crime o

While “organized crime” has practically disappeared,
erime as an everyday threat to the property and life of the
average ecitizen—robberies, burglaries, assaunlts—seems to

have risen. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, in his 1854 semi-
.annual report, noted that “major crimes” had risen 8 per
cent over the camparable pariod in 19563.°

Mr. Hoover’s statement was based on crimes reported to

ports? The US., says Thorsten Sellin, professor of erimin-

ology of the University of Pennsylvania, “undoubtedly has

ithepoomt [criminal] mhstiaotmydthemhomdthe
free world.”

For one thing, local police frequently fake their reports.

' Take Philadelphia. Police Commissioner Thomas J. Gibbons,

: who assumed office in 1952 as part of the reform adminis-

tration of Mayor Clark, found that for years records had

been distorted in order to minimize the amount of crime in

the city. One center-city district in one month handled 5,000

_ more complaints than it had recorded. When a new central

£ reporting system was installed, the number of “crimes”

record an increase in “crime” of over 70 per cent. In New
York a similar faking had gone on for years. In 1950 the
number of property crimes reported by the police was
about half those investigated by insurance companies. Fol- .
lowing a survey by police expert Bruce Smith, a new system
of central recording was installed. In 1952 assaults rose 47 -
{ per cent, robberies 78 per cent, and burglaries 118 per cent
¢ -over 1951 figures. As Smith concluded, “sach startling rises
i ...donotintlmmelvesrepreoentnninmina'hm,but
i rather & vast improvement in crime reporting.”
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In the last three years the Middle Atlantic States have
&ms&rﬂinzshﬂshalinmtormmorﬁm
But New York and Philadelphia account for 58 per cent of
- the urban population covered by the reports. Do we then
‘have a crime wave, or a “statistical reporting” wave? And |
how many other cities still understate the amount of crime? -
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OFBI estimates for the first half of 19564: 8,400 murders end essss of
aon-aaglipent mansloughtor, 86,000 redboriss, 48,000 asssults, £03,000
: larceniss. But the wrden orimse retes wers below
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the FBI by mmsaleipalities. But how significant are such re-.. = <
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. went up from 16,800 in 1951 to 28,600 in 1953—om the b?C
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There are other statistical pit- !

f

»

i

’

falls. There are no estimates for .

city populations for the inter-cen- :

sus years. Since FBI erime rates
are eomputed on the basis of the
‘populations of the reporting eities,
toward the end of a decade inac-
curacies occur. For example, from
1840 to 1950 the population of the
three Pacific coast states increased
about 40 per eent. In effect, the
larger number of erimes in 1949
were charged to only 60 per cent of
the population, overstating consid-
erably the rate of eriminality.

Even if one granted the adequacy
of specific erime rates, the eriterion
of a “erime wave” remains unde-
fined. For example, in the first half
. of 1954 robberies and burglaries
1 vose steeply over the same period

- } What Crime Wave?
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in 1953—a sign, apparently, of in- .

ereasing lawlessness—but murders
were practically stationary and
auto thefts were down. How does
one weigh these facts? -

A check shows amaring varia-
tions by eities. In Los Angeles and
New Orleans all erime was on the
rise. Portland showed deereases in
assaults, but larcenies, burglaries,
and robberies rose. Seattle reported
assaults nup, but auto thefts down.
In Miami lareeny and burglary in-
creased. In Cleveland and Chicago
offenses mounted except for as-
sanlts in both eities and auto thefts
in the latter. Detroit showed a rise
in property erimes. Birmingham
reported an over-all improvement.
. Memphis and Dallas showed rises
.48 -wsurder, but other erimes in
Memphis were down. Analysts were
" .3ard put to find eonvineing expla-
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