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Nonorable J. Lco Rankin
Gongral Counsel - .
Tho-Prosidont's Comnission_,
200 Maryland Avonue, N. E.
Washington, D, C,.

Doar Mr, Rankin:

b b bt b pd et g

Referenco 48 made to your lettor datod February 18,
1964, requesting this Burcau to undortalic appropriato invostigation
in an offort to dovelop full circumatances surrounding the
incidont involving Marina Oswald and Jamcs Horbert Martin,

. For your information, wo interviewod Mr. Robort L.
Oswald, brother of Lco Ilarvey Oswald, on February 18-19, 1964,
at which tiro he statod he first met Jawes Iorbert Martin
approxinatoly Novombor 26 or 27, 1963, at the Inn of the Six
Flags, Arlington, Toxas. Ille mot Mr. Martin through United States
Sccret Scervlce agont, Mike Howard, at which time Martin was
assistant nanager of tho Inn of tho Six rlage. At that time
Martin indicatod a willingness to tako Marina Oswald and her
tvo children into his home at Dallas and concsidor thom part
of 915 family. Marina Oswald moved into Martin's homo at
11611 Farrar, Dallas, Texas, on November 29 or 30, 1933, with

. tho understanding che was not to pay anything for room and board,

I’ According to Robert Oswald, on Saturday, Docember (A

: IOGéU Hartingmontionod pomo business contracts he desired Marina

to gfign. OniSunday, Docomber 8, 1963, Robert Oswald met
Jth’H. Thorro, an attorney, at Martin's hono at which timo

a tyovod contract was roviewod by him which ho discugsed with
KMariaa Oswalc. Robert Oswald did not advise Marina to sign

i
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this contract on December 8, 1963, but on lionday, Decombor 9, //,/" :

19G%. he conculted an attorncy and lator, on that samo date
at {ho homoe aof lartin, Marina, on his advice eignod a contract

[~loca : SQN It d T o J. 4 777
Tt 10 presgico of Martin and Thornes [ fCe)Chd
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Roert Oswéid'pontlnuod that af pano-tipo a contract

1

owod W08 drawn betwoen Marina and Robort Oswpléfﬁﬁiééﬁﬁfﬂhc hin ag
—her assistant businoss manager and provfd d(k

te 02 ton por cent of all funds rcéelved by Marina Oswald from

¥Ihis rocoipt

e —poreonal engagononts, books, plctures, novio rights_pnd the
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Honorablo J, Loo Rénkin
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rocoived by Marina Oswald as donations.

: Robert Oswald stated that during the poriod aftor - L \
Deconber 9, 1963, Martin and Thornc did not como up with any " - :
positivo rcoults in tho way of contracts and earnings for L
Marina Oswald and for this rcagson, he was dissatisfied with : P
thoir handling of Marina's busincss. < '

On Vednesday night,  February 5, 1964, Jancs Vnkefield

Burko, an author, and Carl B. Schafor, business agent for

Burko, visited Robort Oswald's homo at Denton, Texas. Burke

and Schafor had mot with Martin and Thorne on two occasions

to tho bost of Robort Oswald's rocolloction, nogotiating with »
respect to writing a book on Marina Oswald's story. Robert Oswald
stated Burko and Schafer wero critical of the mannor in which * -y
Martin and Thorne woro handling Marina Oswald. Mr. Durke
allegedly conmented that Martin and Thorno were roforring to -
Marina to tho effolt that thoy had the wife of the killer of TR
~tho Presidont of tho Unitod States in tho palm of their hand. - S
Robert Oswald stated ho was upsct by this convorsation and after

Burle and Schafer departed, Robert Oswald's wife, Vada Oswald,

told him about a conversation she had with Marina Oswald ’ ¢
Sunday, Decomber 29, 1963, at which time Marina had told Vada by
that Martin was in love with Marina but that Marina was not < fiky

{
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in love with Martin,

Robert Oswald adviscd ke wns in tolephonic contact
with Martin at approximatcly 12:30 A.M, on thc morning of
Fchruary 6, 1964, at Washington, D. C., where Marina, Thorne,
+r¢ Martin had gono so that Marina could appcar beforo the B
Eregidont's Commission. Martin told Robert Oswald that Marina RS
was :in hor room "throo floors down" and Robort told Martin to - fai

% hava Marina call hip at 6:00 P.M., February 6, 1964. According
to Robort Oswald, heo did not rocelve the call at tho appointed
timﬁ? : . :

R o stated ho again tolephonically contacted Kartin
4t alproximatoly 12:20 P.M, Fobruary 7, 1964, at Washington,

D, ¢., at which timo Marina was thero and sho came to the phone.
Robc’'t told Marina ho wanted hor to roturn home and she ropliod
that! thoy were planning a ncws conforoence and sono sight-socing
and hat sho would roturn homo on Saturday, Fobruary 8, 19064,
Robe "t Oswals statod ho called tho Martin home at Dallas,
bt Texa's, at appyroximatoly 9:00 P.M., Fobruary 8, 1964, and talked
| to birina Osiald telling her that ho was coming to Boe her the .

T T pext!day. ‘
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Hlonoradblo J. loe Rahkin

On Sunday, February 9, 1964, Robert Oswald and his
wife visitod liarina Oswald at the Martin home. Robert gpoke
with Marina privately and imnediately Marina said,('"You want
to tallk to mo about Jim." Robert stated he told Marina that
ho did not think 4t was right for thorg to bo any personal
rclationship betwoen Marina and Martinfand that ho wanted her

.to comoe to Denton, Texas, with him and his wifoe to which

s Marina immediatoly acgrood. bRartin interposced sovoral rcasons,
'mostly business, as to why Marina should rcmain at his hone,
byt Marina lcft at tho request of Robert Oswald at approximately

6:30 P.M,, Bunday, Fobruary 9, 1964. Robert Oswald statod he
told Martin on that date that he wanted Marina Oswald to
wove out of tho uartizyhome beeause (there was something personal

between him and Marina]to which statement Martin did not answver, .

On Monday, Fobruary 10, 19564, Fobort Oswald statod that after
consulting with a Denton attorney, ho was advised ho should
mecet with Thorno and Martin and tell them ho wanted thom to

v

terninate thoir conncctions with Marina.

Robert Oswald continuod that on Konday afternoon,
February 10, 1964, his wife cailed him at_y:orli_and told him
r‘ b 3 3 AN S 4

3y

£

that Marina had told her that|larina had ;
with Martin in Washington, D. C., on Thursday night,
1954, Robort statcd he did not understand that there was any
¥ involvod but thq%ﬁﬁgg#ggqhag consontod. Ho also statod

10 understood tho @TTTLT " .} occurrcd after tho United

States Secrot Sorvico had discontinued its protective custody
of Marina Oswaldil ' '

= Aftor Robert Oswald recoived tho call from his wife,
ho ¢alled Thorne and told him he wanted to mcot with Thorne

‘and’Martin bocauso fof the personal involvemncnt of Marina with

‘ Mariibg According ¥o Robort Oswald, Thorne scemod shockod and
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inditated it was tho first ho had hcard of it and suggestod
that ho moot with Robort Oswald without Uartin present. That
sano night, Thornc and his wife camo to the Robert Osvald home
in fenton, Texas, at which timo Thorne indicated Martin should
Lo ¢ismissod., (Robert Ocyald told Thorne on this occasion that
ho| knew Martin Q;QAJw'“-U‘ Marina in Washington, D. C.

; y 11:30 P.M,, Feobruary 10, 1064,

Subgequently, at approximate

‘aftor Thorno had returned to Grand Prairie, Toxas, Thorne

tolophonod Robort Ocwald and statod that the bost thing to do
wag to buy qut Jim Martin's contract but Thorne did not mention

a figure.
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INonorablo J., Loo Rankin

(:ﬁobort Oswald further stated that on Tuesday,

February 11, 19064, Marina Oswald met lMrs. Martin at Xrs. Martin®s
. home as Marina was gettirng somo of her belongings from the ’

Martin bome. (Mrs. Yartin questioned Marina about the relationship

betweon Marina and Mr, Martin. According to Robort Oswald,

ho lcarned of this through his wife, Vada, as ho was not prosent

at the timo., On Tuesday night, February 11, 1964, whon

Robort Oswald arrivod home from work, Marina was on the telephone

and he undorstood that she had both Martin and his wifo on tho

other epd of tho 1line. BMarina proceecded to toll Urs, Uartin

.everything whilo Kartin was listening. Robort Oswald hcard

very 1ittle of this conversation as it was almost over whon

‘ho camo in. MYarina was crying after shc hung up the telephone.

|Robert's wife, Vada, told him what tho convorsation was about

‘and about an hour later Marina etopped crying and told Robert

she hoped he undorstood, Robert told Harina ho did not hold

her complotoly blamoless but that Martin was more at taulfi)

Robort ©swald further advised that that sane cvoning
Carl Schafer recommcnded William A. McKonzio of Dallas as an
attorney with whon Robert Oswald might discuss the contract
botwoon Marina and Martin.
1R ' According to Robert Oswald, on Wednesday, February 12,
1964, Kathy Ford, a friend of karina's, and John Thorne camo ;
to Robert Oswald's residenco at which time Thorne said Martin
wanted $5000 to terminate his contract. Robert Oswvald addod
that Marina returnod to Dallas with Kathy Ford to spond tho
night at Kathy Ford's homo, Thorno furnishod the transportation.

i

On Fobruary 13, 1964, in accordance with Mr. McKonzie's

:if suggestion to Robert Oswald, Marina decided to discharge Kartin

i\

T Marioa Oswald by Hartin::)

and Thorne. On February 14, 1964, flobert Oswald and his wife
leairned that Kathy Ford's hushand had prepared two lotters, -

one to Martin and ona to Thornc, both of which Marina had signed,
and' that thoy had bcen mailed Rogistercd Mail, Return Receipt
Roglested, to Martin and Thorno notifying each that his servicos
to ‘larina Oswald wore toerminatcd imnodiately.

- (:fhobcrt Oswald further advised that on Sunday, February 16,
1964, Marina told him that sho had been faithful to Loo Harvey
Oswald while ho was alive and that what-rad happonod to hor
and Martin was after Loe had gone. Karina did not directly .
mertlon any intimacy betwcon hor and Martin and noither at this

tivo nor anj othor timo did Robort O "ﬁﬁﬁnﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ,,._m talking

to' hor or ajyono olsc that thoro was
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‘Nlonorable J., Loo nanhin

( Robert Cswald’s wife had told him that Marina had ° .
iaid,Martin lfvcd her and that ho was going to divorce his wife
or Narina. HMartin made gush ctntopent to obtain Marina's v -5
condent to thelir tﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ:&:ﬂﬁ:g,?ézﬁffm"-1n Washington, D. C. -
fobert Oswald addod that hiarina Ocvald also told bis wife, .
Vada, that Martin stayod in her room at tho Willard llotel on
Thursday and Friday, Foebruary 6 and 7, 1964, after the United
States Secrot Scrvico had ccased itg protoctivo custody of
Marina., Vada Oswald also told Robert Oswald that Marina said
lartin movod into Marina'c room but addoed Thorne kept Martin's
clothes in Thorno's roon,which was adjoining Marina's room,
aftor tho Socrot Sorvice had moved outi)

| Robert Oswald furthor stated he hnd seon a picture
of Marina Oswald and Hartin sitting on tho egofa in-Marina's -

;30tel room in Washington, D. C. Ho understood such picture .

as made by Thorno. Robert Gswald stated 1t was his belief

that Marina moved from his homo to the residonco of Xathy Ford

‘hecauso sho did not want to be a burden to him in his emall

homo and because sho fools at case talking to somcono who also

" has Russian for hor native language.

For your added information, during our interviocw with
Robert Oswald, ho advised that on January 13, 1964, James Herbert

el 2

Martin told hin that Marina had told Martin that when Richard Nixon 5

vigitod Dallas, dato not indicated, Marina lcarned that

Lee Harvoy Oswald intcended to shoot Nixon., Marina reportedly
lockod Loc Harvey Oswald in the bathroowm all day to provent
him from doing so. Robert Oswald added that Marina rolated
tho sare story to him on January 13, 1964, whon they made a
trip to tho comctery to yisit the grave of Loo Harvey Oswald.
Robort Oswald stated ho does not know whero Lee Harvey Oswald
and Marina woro living at the timo of tho alleged intontion
of Loe Harvey Oswald to shoot Nixon and he doos not know tho

“dato of such incident but vaguely rocallod that Nixon reportedly

plannod to visit Dallas during the summer or oarly fall of 1963,
Robe'it Oswald also does not rocall Marina stating how sho know
Loe Qarvey Oswald plannod to shoot Nixon,

H
: Mr. Maurice Carleson, President, Roliance Life and
Accidont Insuranco Company, Dallas, Toxas, who {8 a close friond

of F . chard Nixon, informed this Buroau Fobruary 19, 1964, that

"Riclard Nixor was invited to Dallas in April, 1963, to the

Southoast DaYlas Chanbor of Commorco to rceceive the Good American
Avnril. Fr. Carlson statod that at the last minute Nixon was
upatie to nttond. Mr. Carlson also stated he doos not know
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R T Cr .- (ELN
‘ liororable J. Loo Rankin "

in Dallas ncwspapere. Mr, Corlson also statod that Mr., Nixon
did como to Dalles on November 21, 1963, arriving by privato
plano with the Prcsidont of the Popsi Cola .Company.

b
' ‘We plan to continue our interviews with Marina Oswald
on Friday, February 21, 1964, Durinz our next interview with
varina, wo will question her in dctail concerning the allegation
that Lece Harvey Oswald planned to shoot Richard Wixon. Results
of such intorvicw will immediztoly be furnishod to the Commission,

Yo have obtaincd a signed statcecnont from Robert Oswald
‘§n conncction with the intorvicw of him described aboves
This signed statoment will be immoediatoly furnished to the
Commission upon rocoilpt from our Dallas Office. .-

R Sincerely yours,

NOTE; .

Soe memorandum Branigan to Sullivan 2-19-64,
captioned "Lee Harvey Oswald, IS = R = Cuba, REL:hc/jdd.

Xerox copy of instant letter to Rankin is being
furnished to Secret Service by Liaison 2-20-64.
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