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vyrer: T ssassTNaTION oF TH? PRESIDENT
ropnE AR me B G0 T \t AN P e el :
‘“)/."‘ “eputj Attornoy Generd atzenbach adviscd he attcnd~d-~d~\ o
tre organxzational meeting of the FrcsSident's Commission to rerort st

i

-
e

o on the asshasxnatlon of Preccident Kenncdy held today. Ile not.e -
that the nceting did not get around to the point of discussing 10 - ¢
aprointment of Chief Counscl or other staff members., The conscasus ™
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have a = =~ :
large nunber of witnesses to testify before the Commission but -
rather the report submitted by the F3I and other agencies should :9 AX
fully utilized., In this regard, questions were raised as to the " I .
.evaluation of information *urnlshed by various witnesses, R A S
Lkatzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Commission would be
: furnished with background information including a c¢riminal record,
i tif any, on various pcrsons interviewed, He said he told the ',?ag
{Commission members that this would be highly impractical as it
obviously the FBI could not conduct a bacxground Investigation on
lcvery person they intervicwed, On the other hand he noted that if
the testinony of a particular witness, who had teen interviewed by
2 the FBI, was inconsistent with othcr known information or othervise
qu»stioreu, then he believed the FBI would honor a Commission I .iuest
or ndditionzl facts on such a witness, It was suggested that on:.
the Commission is organized, it might be desirable to have a liaisru
arrangement directly between the Commission and the FB{,if it . -
°»\r" 2 -

@related -to invest;gatxve matvors. C\f’““ : e AT

TS W /.‘"ﬁ:. L [ \-)"" ",; : .
~” " dith Yeference to the FBI report, which hatzenbach -
received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorney< o !
ard he planned to read it himself tonight., It is Katzenbach's : ;
"euling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling ® o
nature, he fclt the report should go to the President as prepared % |
by the Bureau without any change, He hopes to do this tomorrow ¢
because obviously the Commission cannot begin ary activxty until

they have the report, : : " wd
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_ Memorandun %o lir, Bclmont *
Re' Assasoinat*on of the Presidcnt

's gjx ~., : _"l",. Q e -‘;.':; L e _‘f'.:
o E At the meet ng today, Katzcnbach said Senator Richard B.- i
e nusscll, & Commission member, was most sarcastic “in asking whetaer -~

lbhv Commission would get the rceport boefore the FBI had lcaked a2l of °
fits contents to the press, iatzenbach said he immediately spoke up -
and said that he had talked with the Director and other ranking - -
officials in the I'31 and he knew that no lecak of information from - -
t the FBI to the press would ever be condoned, Fe said he told -
- 'uenﬂtor Russcll tbat newspaper reporters have their own ways of "= - -
. "developing information and just because they vet a story it does e
jnot mean that it was leakcd to them, .- e PR

The position of Tcxas State Attorncy Gencral Carr, is, -

‘accozdlnﬂ to Katzenbach, most untcnable., . Carr at the request 7777
of President Johnson announcod that he was going to have a State , =
*Boaid of Inguiry look into the President's assassination. Now .. . -
1 white House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable . - !
[forlnm to proceed, Carr is in Washington and will probably sec - =<'
President Johnson, Katzenbach anticipates Carr will make sonme Liné’
of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this . ..
- case has extended to many areas outside the State of Tcxas and that -
action by the Federal Government is the only way the full story
can be ascertained., This will be bis excuse for not proceedxng g.;;-

o :«‘th the State Inquiry. L : o ;b R Bt
= COACTION: - e s SR P i ,4.\
EeT sny further informztion received concerning this mat.es
will be brought to your attention promptly. N v
A | ;
' ’ K L .

(sce addendun, page 3)
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‘« " Re: Assassination of tho President :

S ADDuNDU. <h4u.csh). 12/6/63- ’;iiﬁfsvf?ﬂ  g
Ly ir. Kotzenbach called me on thé night of 12/5/63. hé}ﬁéf;{;ffl!
a .1 s2id he had read our rcport and it was "sensational." Ile - P

wanted to know whether we thought a public statement should be

. 2de, either by the Department or the iVhite llouse, to the effect

o that the report was finished, and the status of the matter..rw.;;'~ﬁ’

I advised him we had no opin-on on this; that this was up to =~ -

the Departuent; that we had done the 1nvestigation, and were .Y

continuing to follow out leads, and we had given the report

| to the Departwment. , | :
Katzenbach said if we did not obgoct bc would go throuﬂh e

with his original pronmise and let high officials of CIA, State fj“

and Sccret Service look at this report on the morn;ng of 12/6..-~7””

I told him we had no objection., - e . _ AT ‘;;:f;j;¢.~
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AR hatzenbach asked whether we had any views as to how the -

Tow report should be transmitted to the Vhite liouse or the commxssion.bu.
I advised him that, here again, the commission had not asked
the FSI for the invefti"atlon, that the President had, and that

=% we had done tihe investigation, prepared the report, given it - ’gﬁ‘
f to the Department, and it was up to the Department to decide : s o e
what should be done with it. . . .. , V,f‘ftn_ﬁfss,;j LD

2 Kr, n“tzenbach said that if Varren Olney is appointed as “ﬁgg )

counsel for the Presidential commission, Katzenbach is going to\
try to get an attoraney from the Criminal Division in with the \Q
conmission, so that he will know what is going on.

b

Katzcnbach said he would probably like to get together
with us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although -
he had very few questions. I told him we wou come over and ,'
discuss it with him at any time he wanted.//)h7 o Lyt mima
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