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C.I A. Is Cagey
About ’63 Files
ted to Oswald

By SCOTT SHANE

WASHINGTON — Is the Cen-
tral Iptelhgence Agency covering

sassination of John F. Kennedy°
Prgbably not. But you would
not know it from the C.I1.A’s be
havxo
six years, the agency has
foug ltm federal court to keep se-
cret dreds of documents from
1963, |when an anti-Castrd.Cuban
group it paid clashed, pubhcly
with the soon-to-be assassin, Lee
Harvey Oswald. TheC, IA: saysit
is,only protecting. Iegmmate se-
crets.| But, because .of- the. agen-
cy“s rlstory of stonewaﬂmg as-
sassifation inquiries, even re-

spiragy thinking' question its
stance.
.. The ﬁles in guestron some re-
lea’sr_é,d i direcHc

court |a
are 5]
ous ctreer o,f George E. Joa.n-
nides, |the case officer’ who ovér-
saw the dlssnient Cnbans in 1963.
In 1978, the agency madé Mr.
Joanmdes the haxson to the
House I
sassinations:— by tol

Co! ttee of his earlier roIe )
Continued on Page All

up some dark secret about the as- |

searchers with- no"use for con- |

F rom. Page Al

That concealmept has fueled ;

suspicion that ‘Mr. Joarinides’s
real assignment was to limit what
the House committee could learn
about C.IA. activities. The agen-
cy s deception was flISt reported
in 2001 by Jefferson Morley; a
journalist and author who has
doggedly pursued the files ever
since, represented by James H.
Lesar, a Washmgton lawyer spe-
c1a]121ng in Freedom of miforma-
tion Act lawsuits, -~ "+

“The CIA’s condict is mad-
dening,” said Mr. Morley, 51, a
former Washiiigton Postvrepoi'ter
and the authi

tlon is that the- :
documents - as extremely sensi-
tve.” :

“I think we were probably xrus-
led by the agency,” Judge Tun-
heim said, refemng to the Joan-
nides records ““This material
should be released.”

Gerald Posner, the author of an
anti-conspiracy account of the
Kennedy assassination, “Case
Closed” (Random House, 1993),
said the C.LAs mthholdmg such
agéd documents was “a perfect
example of why nobody trusts
the agency”

“It feeds the conspiracy theo-
rists who say, ‘Youre hiding
something,”’ Mr. Posner said,

After Iosmg an appeals court

decision in Mr. Morley’s lawsuit,
the C.I.A. released material last
year conﬁrmmg M: Joanmdes s

deep involvement wiin wne anu-
Castro Cubans who confronted
Oswald. But the agency is with-
holding 295 specific documents

" from the 1960s and *70s, while re-

fusing to confirm or deny the ex-
istence of many others, saying
their release would cause “ex-
tremely grave damage” to na-
tional security.

“The methods of defeating or
deterring covert action in the
1960s and 1970s can still be in-
structive to the Unlted States’,
currerit enemies;” a C.LA. ofﬁc1a1 )
wrotemacourt ﬁhng '

An agency spokesman, Paul
Gimigliano, said the C.I.A. had
opened all files relevant to the as-
sassination to Judge Tunheim’s
review board and denied that it
was trying to avoid embarrass—
ment. “The record doesn’t 'sup- .
port that, any tnoré:than it sup-
ports conspiracy theories, offen-

sive on their face, that the C.LA.
had a hand in President Ken-
nedy’s death,” Mr. Glmlghano
said.

CIA. secrecy has been hotly
debated this year, with agency: of-
ficials protesting the Obama:ad- -
ministration’s decision to' rely
legal opinions describing br
interrogation  methods.
House speaker, Nancy Peél )si,
came under attack from Rej
licans after she‘'accuséd the C;
of misleading Congress about: ja--
terboarding, addmg, They mls- :

'

Stonewalling by an - .
agency bolsters
conspiracy theorists.

"lead us all the time” ~

On the Kennedy assassination,
the deceptions began in 1964 with .
the Warren Commission. The
C.I.A. concealed its schemes to
kill Fidel Castro and its ties to the
anti-Castro Directorio Revolucm-
nario Estudantil, or Cuban Stu- )
dent Directorate, which recejved
$50,000 a month in'C.I.A. support
during 1963.

In August 1963, Oswald visited
a New Orleans shop owned by a
directorate official; felgmng Sym-
pathy with the group’s; 'goal: of
overthrowing Mr. Castro. A few




do we know what he dldn’t give
us')n
After Ohver Stones 1991 lem

created ™ :
Records ‘Review Board,
documents “But* bec
board t j )

jington, .M. Tun-
heim said-he might ask the cur-
rent C.I:A. director, Leon E. Pa-
netta; to release the records, even
if the names of people who are
still alive must be redacted for
privacy. ¢, ..

Wit motive could C.LA. offi-
cials have to bury the details of

has been revealed? Or

‘Max Holland “who is wrmng a
history of the Warren Commis-
sion, said the .agency might be
tryingto preserve the principle of
secrecy.

“If you start going through the
files of every C.I.A. officer who
had anything to do with anything
that -touched the assassination,
that would have no end,” Mr. Hol-
land said. )

Mr. Posner, the antl—consplracy
author, said that if there really
were: somethmg exploswe involv-

ing the C.I.A. and Presideft Ken- |

nedy, it Would not be in the files
— Tot evén in the ‘documerits the
C.I.A.has fought to keep secret.

“Most "conspiracy theorists
don’t understand this,” Mr. Pos-
ner said, “But if there really were
a C.LA plot no documents would
exist.”

oW more aboit Os-’

and Bobby R. Inman, deputy dlrector of the C.ILA.




ays later, directorate members.
found Oswald handing out pro-
amphlets and got into a

His ldwsuit has uncovered the
entral role in overseeing direc-,
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torate activities of Mr. Joannides,
the deputy director for psycho-
logical warfare at the C.I.A’s Mi-
ami station, code-named JM/
WAVE. He worked closely with
directorate leaders, ‘documents
show, correspondmg with- them
under pseudonyms, paying their
travel expenses and achieving an
“important degree of control”
over the group, as-a Ju]y 1963
agency fitness report put it.
Fifteen years later, Mr. Joan-
nides turned' up again as the
agency’s representative to the
House assassinations committee,
Dan Hardway, then a law student

working for the comrmttee re-
called Mr. ‘Joannides as “a cold.”

fish,” thm and bespectacled, who
ﬁrmly limited access to docu-

?fRobert Blakey, had:a
- Mr.-Joarninides had play:

mthevery anti

n his role in 1963 I

it-Joannides. under
oath. he"x’n’rb d have been a wit-
;-not a facilitator,” -said Mr.
Blakey, -a: law professor at the
University of Notre Dame. “How




