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6. Possible Iegislative Changes
A. Whether it would assist the Secret Service in its Presiden-~
tial protection functions if murder of, or assault upon the

President, Vice President, and perhaps other high Government
officials should be made a Federal crime?

It is our understanding that murder is a capital offense in all
the States and that severe penalties are provided by the States for
assault. Thus, the question involves in part the effect of Federal
versus State statutes as a deterrent to the commission of a crime.
Apart from the deterrent effect, however, existing Federal statutes
make it an offense to kill or assault certain Federal officdials who
hold positions of much less importance than the President, Vice
President or otht possible successors to the Presidency. It is our
view that the reasons which dictated the enactment of the existing
pri  isi lesser officials are even more forcefully applicable
to the President and his possible successors.

The enactment of I'ederal legislation would bring the investigation
of the crime and the apprehension of the criminals under better Federal
control, Such control would appear desirable since the protection of
the President, Vice President, or other person next in the order of
succession to the Presidency is already a I'ederal and not a State
responsibility. Moreover, any assault against or attempt to take the
life of the President may, for example, involve a conspiracy by several
persons. The responsibility for Prasidential. protection requires an

investigation of any such assault or attempt in order to assure that
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