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MRMORANDUM FOR 1R1H FILES
SUBJECT: Interview of Forrest Soryels, DAL, Dallas 0ffice, Secret Sexvice
I interviewed Mr. Sorrels on Aprll 9, 196k, as a preliminavy to his
testimony before the Comsalssicn.
Sorrels vas born in 1601, gradunted from bigh school, worked from
198223 for the Bureau of Narcoties, and “10 Mw/
e Operative in 1926, Ie was in
charge of the El Paso office untll 1935 when he was tvengferred {o Dallas.

Prem 1936-1041 he was & Reslonal Supervigor based in MHew Orleana: in about

He bas had much experience in Presldential protestion working at the
inaugurations of Trumen and Kennedy, on trips to Mexdco City for Pranklin
D. Roosovelt end Trumon, FDR trips to lew Orleans and Misslgsippi, mny
YR cips to  swt Worth, the _ 5 ... tour of Texes, Elserdover's trip
to dedicate Faleon Dam in Texws, mmy Texes trips of Vice President
Johnson, Jobn F. Kemedy's informsl visit to Dallas in 1901 to vielt
GBpeaker Rayburn at the hospltal, anmd JFK's leter trip to Douohom, Texns
for Royburma's funeral.

He works very clogely with the Police Depoo-laaemt onm. ndvemce
amengesrents for & telp, and has always found the Drllas Pollce Depurimant
entirely coopersbilve., It ig his ususl practice to wall to contact the
police until plans for s pariticular trip sre pretiy well set and the = :al

conpalttees heve hwd an opportunilty to participate in fixing the schedule.
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including specifically one or two pollcemin. He &ld not observe any une-
ususl movement on t overpass.

After helping with the atretchers at Paridend Hospital, he did not
go into the bhospital but returned as gulckly as possible to the THID
building, which hed been identified on police brosdeasts s the probable
souxee of the shots. The White House Detall personnel were el the
hogpital to gumrd the President and Vice President, end Boxrels thought
he could ncconplish move ol the scene. (At the time of the shots, he had
thouvght sbout getting out at the scene but his car was moving too last

uilding, he came wpon & negro jenitor vho said thalt ho had not seom

anyone leave through that door. Sorrels asiked for the manager end was

ohovta to Myr. Traly. Sorrels anked that & list be propared of the names

and eddresses of ol the eeployees of the TSID. Sorrels was at this polnt

looking for potential witnesses, and had no basis for suspecting an amployes.
He then went into the streel in front of the TEED bullding looking

for vitnesdaes and came upon Bremman and Bwings. Drenman told him that the

ohotn hod came from the sixth floor which}m the {Mrst hayd information

Sorrels had that the shots hed come from the bullding. Sorrels took

Bromnan mnd Dwings to the nearby sheriff's office and left then thoxe Lo
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have thelr statements token. Sorrels then interviewed Mr: and Mrs.
Axnold Rowland and hed them teken to the sherlif's office to give thelr
stabeanents.

A repovier named MeCoxmick of the Dallss News then introfuced
forrels to Mr. Zaopruder, vho told him he had photographed the shooting.
Sorrels obtained a poline car sud took Lspruwldey to the Dalles Hews
and- Clnally to the local laborstories of Hestwan Kodnk o have the film
devaloped. He telephoned his office from Kodsk ond was told that Cepb.
Prity had o sugpect in custody. He obtadned a rilde in s police car to
fritz' office.

Frite was in the course of intervieuing Cownld. Sorrels did not
interrupt but veited outmide until the interviev was Cindeahed, and then
anked Yor and obtained pemdusion to talk to Osweld. He spent only a
fow mimites with Osy ~ Lo . B Oowald Who he was snd
Osweld refused to gpenk Lo him watll he identifled himself. He then
showed Oswald his cradentials.

Opwald ashed vhat bhe was charged with and asked vhat his rights were,
partioulsrly with yespect to obtaining counsel, OCswald asked vhother
Sorrels wag not supposed to abtnin a lawyer for hin. Sorxels eplained
that Oswnld hnd the right to select his owm attomey and could contact
him, but that he d1d mot belleve an dttorney would automatically be
sppointed for him. Ogwald peemed to him very andmated end surly at flrst,
tut &1d respond to quesiions sbout hilp boclkpround and work at the TSBD.
in response to Sorrels' guestion he anid Lhet e wes ldving at 1026
Beckley, but regarded Mra. Palne's bome In Irving, whore hls fanily was




