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SUBJECT: Sabotage against Castro

Three small-scale sabotage operations have bess spproved by the
Special Group, but thls recommendation is based on & routine cone
tUnnstlon of broad polley guldence which 1 think you may wish

to review. The thres eperations involved sre:

{1) & communds sabotage operation agatnst & coastal
warghguse and pler;

2) = umm atteck sgainet navel or patrel veasals in
& hurbor: and

3 = -m.. muﬂm agalnst & fusl bavrge procseding
fn constal waters,

All of thess cpevetions weuld heve besn approved three months ago,
and indesd one of them is & rescaeduling of an operation aboirtad
bocause of bigh sens. While it 1o slweye hard to predict the noise
level in thess matters, these operations ssem comparable to the
small attack on & Cubey naval petrel which occurred fiu late Decombesr
which Castro prompily blamed on you (i fact it was an operation
approved before November 22 and not cancelled theveafter because it
seemad fo fall within the guidance you expressed in your first review
of the Cubnn problem). .

The policy question now 8 thie: If we continus these aven emall
sabotage operations, Castro will csrtalnly know it. Egusily, if we
call them off, he will kmow §¢, and so will the Bussiane, We thue
have an opportunity to choose.

£ doubt {£ this cholce should be mads on momenturn along.

I therofore recommend & Cabinst-level review of the whols principle

of covert saboluge egsinst Cuba. [ kmow that Rusk bae asver itked fe

and that Mclamears thinke it does very Hitle good.  MaCone and the CIA
are for it, end o are moet of the middie-level officers doaling with the
Caetro problem. [ myself consider the matter extrémely evenly balanced,
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but before hearing fell argument, wmy guses s that in your position Ty
£ would stop sabotage attacke os the ground thet they are §llegal, S
ineffective, and damsging ¢ our brosder policy. I might then wish

to make & Hitle capital from this decision with the Sovist Union.
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