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SUBJECTS |. WILLIAM MANCHESTER uo a . 

aly AUTHOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 \ 

Hy | APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR, 10:10A.M., 6-464 . d 

. ; fC 

By appointment, I introduced Willlam Manchester, who has meh 2 

commissioned by Mrs. John F. Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days ‘ X 

surrounding the assassination and funeral ofthe late President, to the Director at , ) 

10:10 a,m., today in the Director's Office. WASSaSE Mas ieee € . 
Jehu FF Kentedyeors 7 og 

| Mr, Manchester first thanked the Director for seeing him.Q He explained (\ 

that he had already seen approximately 90 people, p-.icipally in Washington; however, 

had not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should 

not conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been issue. 

f, 
In instituting a series of questions to the Directcr, Mr. Manchester aN 

inauired as to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, /~~ 

Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1963, at the precis@: 

moment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The é 

Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p.m¢ 

A news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, The Director, 

- Immediately called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U. S. , 

Attorney from New York, Mre Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney General 

that a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The E 

Director stated he next tzlked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas. He was informec 

that the Pilesident had been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospital. 

The SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency 

room with:Kennedy at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Connally, who were 

riding inf tae same Car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it appeared that 

the shot had come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository Building. 
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a The DaJlas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:00 Pew i that day that the President had died. The Director immediately called the Attorney. , f General once again and told him of the death of his brother, At this time the Director iY {nduired as to v.':ather the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director state ‘i that he had advised the Attorney General that if such plans were in the making he would. facilitzte his dcpartuye and arrival, The Director told Manchester that shortly thereaftc cur Dallas O.fice called once again to indicate that the President's body would be . immediately flown back to Washington and that the Vice President had already been swor . \ / rector late Called the Attorney @ Ne ra Once a rain ar U told him 

in as Preside: 

Fation, The Nrector advised MaAaNnCNeSte) that th at there was no law making it a Federal Violation t 

at this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the . 3 assassination of SAL Shanahan fn Chicago, Dlinois, in the middle 1920's. There was no! Pederal law against assaulting or murdering an #BI Agent at that time. The Director told lfanchester he initiated action to make ita Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI ; Agent so that proper action could ke taken in Federal court rather than a local court in such matters, 
bey tae 

The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of I.ce Harvey Oswald, Ire, Oswald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The Director statec that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable _ 
‘ 

speculation and rumor, All of this could have heen avoided had the Dallas, police taken proper actioh to protect Oswald, - - 1 t, , 

of t ase {ny wing the assazsination, he Director stated he advised the President that the FBI had already entered the case and hat we would, of ourse, go all out in this 

? 

° The Divector then toid Manchester that the Dallas police had given cut _ considerable tnfcvmation received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from cur ~ urboratory, He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instructed 
cur £€4C in Dalixs to contact Chief cf Police Curry and order him to make no furthar —...- statements to the nress with recpect to the evidence or investigation surrcunding tha 
ascassiralion, %. . wirector told Manchester that this Chiat of Police could have told ~~~ 
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him to go to hell; however, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of such ; 
instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some length 
the necessity to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individua. 

The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, - 
1963, our Pallas Cffice had received an anonysaous telephone call indicating that plans 
had been mad2.to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail. The 
FBI informed the Dallas Chief of Police immediately. The Director told Manchester 
that original plang for removal of Oswald had heen made for 10:00 p.m. that Saturday - 
night. The Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure 
of the press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media 
could cover the event. Cur Pallas Cfilice again called the Dallas Police Department on 
Sunday morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same . 
anonymous telephone call, At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office th 
ail proeaotions were being taken to protect Oswald, uo at tam fe 

. ‘ | < 
. , . 

. Tne Dicobtor informed JAanchester that following the President's call 
at 7:25 pom., Liovember 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FBI do everyth 
possible to thoroughly investigate this case, The Dircctor stated that additional 
personnel were immediately sent to Dallas, HH? told Manchester this was necessary 
{nasmuchas‘cur Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, reccivec 
hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegi‘ams and letters setting forth leads in this 
CASe, | a oF a a 

lJanchester incuired as to whether the Director placed any significance 

to the ancnymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replic 

that we had no way of Incwing at the time whether any importance should be attached or 

not; hawever, we dd have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, - ” 

which we did, t eae 

The Director chari.cterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff." 
As a resyit of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility 

to the Na}las Felice Repartment, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby 

reported insanity was of he eincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrist. 

He static that Raby la given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obviou. 

offection for the iate President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow 

to Mrs. Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify 

against Oswald, ) ) , ee ee 
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_ * Ifanchester inquired as to the exact Jocation of the Director at the time 

Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963. The Director replied that he was at . 

home. He stated that the Dallas Olfice contacted him immediately following this event. ° 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction, The Director replied that 

his first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of 

civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack 

Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and 

Oswald. — ° ; . rs an ro 

@ 

‘ . . . 

Manchceter inquired as to whether the Divector was watching television 

at the time of Oswald's murder, The Director replied in the negative, He stated he was — 

working on official papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sunday: 

to review lengthy cocuments and m 2mcranda as well as to prepare himself for interview: 

hearings, et. - 
x, wot 
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Man shester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, 

November 22, 1°65, prior to the assassinaticn. The Director replied that he was 

concucting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular 

mornings 
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Tignehester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker 

machine. He was told that it is located across tha I.all and that pertinent wire service | 

items are brought in to the Director immediately. , a awe ee! 
6 

, ‘Phe Lirector told Manchester thet his first conversation on November 22, 

1963, with ove Dillas Cifice occurred at approximately 1:48 pe Me The Director was 

advised ct that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had 

suffered 2 mortal wound, ‘The Dircctor mentioned that on the occasion of his second. 

call to the Aulcines Generel, the Attorney General kad indicated that he had also been in 

touch with 2 number ef .uc Presidential Elaff and had been informed of a number of 

details concerning the ehootizg and the fact that the President had died, - 

,; Manthzster inquired as to the Director's opinion of the #trorney Genzral's 

reactignjupon beirg ‘alerracd that the Presicent had heen shot. The Director repticd 

that the @ttorney Gineral had been silent for a f2w %.oments and had then requested that 

‘the Difegior keep hina informed cf any further f; cts received concerning this niatter. 

The Vircctor told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quict in manner 

until he has etl the necessary facts of a given situation, The Director stated that the 

Attorney General was not the explosive type unlcss he becasue angrye ~ wiles 
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Manchester told the Director that the Pr esident's call to the Director at ; 
7:25 pem., Noven: v 22, 1963, appearsd to he one of the first calls that the President * 
made upon velurning to V. *ashtngton that evening. The Director replied that he would: 
surmise that this was correct, The Dircctor added that our investigation proceeded 
forthwith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the 
Presicant decicc-d to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination. _ 
The Cirector cctd Manchester that an FBi report had been sent to the Warren Commissic 
withiy ten cays after the President had sct up this body. The Director statedthathe | 
personally had app2ared before the Warren Conimission and that he considered their ° 
questioniag of him to be quite thorough. He stated that thoroughness was necessary on 
the part ef the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip anc 
speculaticn fn t:2 future, The Virector quickly added, however, that rumors will 
continue concerning this case, especially in Eurepe where there is widespread gossip 
concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years. 

. The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the 
{information mas be withheld by the Warren Commissicn naturally gave rise to further 
rumor. lanchester revlied that he cculd understand the Chief Justice's statement in thi 
regard inasmuch as wot just any individual choald ke allowcd to look at the classified 
material sent to thea Commission hy some agencies. The Director replied that the issue 
in point fs such that excessive precaulicns cf securily is unwise. The Director explainec 
that he had never been a gicat belfever in wasteful precautions or going overboard 
regarding excessive securily. He staled that an item is either classified or else it isn*t 
classified, , The Director gave examples of lcaks in Government that have given several 
Presidents exlrerae cause and worry, He.siated that the FBI is usually called upon to 
investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their 
sources. The Lirector stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite 

naturally the scurces weuld dry upe . Lome 
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1 ang ester inauired of the Dir cctor as to wheton the assassination case 
became cfs cf major concern :olloving the t vesicent's call at 7:25 p.me, November 22, 
1963, Tle Director stated that as he had pr evieuty inlicated, the FBI had already 

entered this case. He added, however, that after tne Pr esidentts call we went all out in 

doing sich things as wovldns ‘around the clock, scnding a Washington-based FBI official 

to Daas and adding suproxinntely 30 Agents lo the Dallas personnel complement. The 

Director stated thatwe stil’ have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leacs 

‘ on tits particular case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never 

bo closed fro:a an investigative point of view inasme.h as we will continually receive 

Gas 3, many sh om mental CSCS, which necessar ily have.to be checked Out, | 
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Manchester asked if the matter of a President being assassinated not 

being a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, 

according te the Director's knowledge. The Director replied that there had been no | 

discussion to any extent. He stated the matter had just never been considered, ‘. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald 

before the assassination, The Director replicd that we did have some information 

regarding Oswatd, however, {t was quite flimsy in nature. The Director then explained 

at sotne length the b:.ckground of Osvald. He told Manchester of the press releases that 

Oswald made in EToscow. He told Lanchester of Oswald's employment in a factory in 

Minsk, Russi:, and of the fact that O:wald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 

slated that he certainly cid not understand why the Pepartment of State had failed to have 

Oswald sign an afficavit forfeitting his American citizenship at the tme Oswald returned 

to Moscow and-visited the U. S, Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the 

State Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an . 

extraditable crime in the Sovict Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from 

him. The Director again deplored tig failure to have such an affidavit executed, 

The Dircctor contiiued thet we kad interviewed Cewald within two or thre 

days following his arrival tn the United Slates. He explained that we, of course, desirec 

to find out if Oswald had been recruited as en intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. Th 

Director told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had 

classiiied himself as a Mo-xist rather thana communist, The Director added that 

Oswald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting fato a street squabble 

with anti-Castroitcs over leaflets being handed out Ly Oswald, The Director told — 

Manchester that Oswald could best he termed a “Loner. " Ee explained Oswald's 

eo:nmunications with the Coramunist Party in the United States but added that Oswald 

had never joined the Party. The Dire chor told of tha incidents surrounding Oswald's 

attempt to kl General Walker in Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had 

advised us of this incident following the assassination. The Director summavized this 

pert of the interview by indicating there appeared to he nothing in Cswald’s background . 

Which would reflect that he vas a nan of violence and most certainly nothing which 

indicated that Cswild had any intentions of aesassinaling the President, .... 

i 
— ss 

. ES, iorchesfer asked if the Director did ‘not find it odd that Mrs. Cswald 

hz.c hed to tell anyone about the altempted ascassination of General Walker until after 

the ire or of President Kennccye The Lirector replied that he did not find this odd in 

ies .. he cold relationship betwecn Osvald and his wife, the language barrier on the - 

pare of Lirse Osvald and tie fact that Mrs. Osv-ald did not have the natural instincts of 

on foserigen woman but to the contrary hada different attitude altogether. He stated he 

place? no sisniiicaace In Mrse Oswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to th 

aseassinalions -—- - : ms Wk full art ogerenaieee wmemcomenes are’ 
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Ve Pir ector tcld Manchester that it was 5 extremely difficult to speculati 
on the motivations ¢! Oswald Lo jill the President, The Director stated it was entirely 
possible Osyald may have wanted to bill Governor Jchn Connally. He explained that 
Cswald had written communicaticns to Governor Connally protesting his particular typi 
of discharge from the U. S. Marine Corns. The Director added that President Kenned 
was an inteNectuia liberal type. He stated that Presideit Kennedy had been desirous o 
keeping pzace with honor, He stated tiat President Kennedy desired peaceful co-exist 
~-American clylee The Director added that the President, although he had been firm 
in his ccclings with Khrushchey, hada fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and thi 
Sovict Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired t 
kill the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, agednst 

} the Communist arty and Chairman Khoushcheve: : 

| ienehester speculr.ted that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, 
did net like the relationship between the late Precident and Khrushchev; therefore, the 
communists desired ta do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their 
Gesirved philoscphy c° .'d be removec, The Cirector replied that this was entirely 
possible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was n 
@ person to bs trusted and tha. Chairmen Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind, 
the Directcr, at this point, Bave ¢: ‘amples of Kheushchev's understanding of the Engli: 

1, language despite the fact that he had {sroyanovst:y, an excellent interpreter, with him 
at all times while on‘his visits to the United States. The Director told Manchester tha! 
he had always falt it befcex to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once ina 
while rather than'to bocs-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was 

» basically an oricnta!l and that individuals opposing orientals usually lost face in the . 
oriental's cpinion when fear or trepidation wes shown, = A te 

a
 

*frrclLester inquired «8 to whether the Director's duties and 
* respcensibilictes allowed him to-participate personally {a the funeral ceremonies, The 

Director replied in tie negative, He clated he lad heen at his desk constantly. He 
added that ha hed ‘3sued instructions that FBI parecnacl participate officially in the 

ceremonies by ass sting Eecret Service as much ¢s po:sible. The Director spoke cf th 

i many visiting a+ cignivo ries and of the @anvers in.olved in the march from the 

vn “e House to &t. Matthew's Cathedral, Ke to:d Munchester that over 40 Special 

ats had been ¢. “ssigned “) assist Secret Service, rerticularly at St. Matthew's — 

Cat! sedrel, Ee curcher fold ilanchaster that the authority to protect the President was 

cle:.riy a icuction of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have’ 

e.sisted when called upon. The Lirectox briefly advised Manchester at this point of tt 

imicdiate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting. He tol 

Lit...chesier that leads had sprezd to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United Sta 

‘Thevsicre, it has been necessary sor him personally to remain at his desk s 60 as to . 
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Re; V.illfim BManchester, Author of Konnedy Book 

Te Be £yblishcd in 1969 a —_ 
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At th's point L reminded Manchester o7 his previous statement to me that, he had to be rt the White Mouse at 11:15 2m. Manchester thanked the Director twice upon his dews:.dure and stated that he was very xppreciative af the Director's cooperation: and considerable time tal:en from a.busy schedule to be of assistance, on so 
BEB 

¢ 

ACTIONS ° ° 

Tio Cirector may desire to scnd the Attorney General the attached letter indicating that he had seen Manchester. ; , . 

, “Yt 
aa a i. 

o ol 
Co 

J 
ar’ 
ic ) 

v \ um 

6 

a 

¢ 

y ; 

a 

o 

o 

. 3 ; 
o 

ay 

» ed 

e. 
° 

r 

' 7 _ . . . . seins oR 

‘ «- § @ re 

6% a6 ot A ‘ 


