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. \Vesley ~ebcler,. former_ Assistant c~:nsel ~- ~e. ~r~s-ident'~
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Corn mission on U1e Assassination of President Kennedy, by letter 
received 10/17/66, claims he is deeply concerned about some of .. · 
the recent books attacking the Warren Commission and Its reporL -: ·.· ~
Alleges he has discussed situation ln sorrc detail with oth er mef:11 .::. =~.-l:-,' .:.·, i:·:-
bcrs o! Warren Co mmission staff, resulting in his undert.aklng the -.-~(/:·/{ · 

. writing of a lx>ok describing ge nerally how Commission conducted _:~'.~·!:\-'..· .. 
f '-. lnvest ii:;-ation, reviewlng evidence relating to basic concl u_sions,~ --_:~~-;~,:.~~ r: 
; .. ' a nd discussing major criticisms of the Commission report andcits ~r\ -~, .! · . ' . k. . .. . . , ..... ·~ . • wor . . . · · -. · -~ • · .... .. ·::- ·-:-· · · · 

.· . . . . ... . -~.\· ~\~/;~\~ ... 
I Liebel er solicits Bureau assistance in several matters which were ·_. :;· : .. · ·, 
. U10roui;hly checked into by Warren Com mission. _ . .-:He apparently-:.· · ://.\; ·.':. 

Commission wt not fully utilized by Commission. He alleges he It ./··~~-:· 
I\ desires d1ta from Bureau contained in reports made available to . . , .. :/~ . . '. 

being s ued by Mark Lanej author of "Rush to Judgment", oot no · .:.· · _·.··.. -
- -- ~ ; p~·occss served to date. _ - · ·-·- . . . _ ___ :. ·.< --~ ".·. ~ /; 

\

1 :, ;1Based on prior expcrienc~ .with L icbcler, Bureau could. not ~;ec~ --~~"":: ., 

-· '":. 

I. favora ble treatme nt regardless of whether Dureau assisted him or \ ~ 
turned dvwn his rc-quesL He is obnoxious and made numerous ,-t'tl · 
idiotic requests of 13urcau while on Warren Commission:- at>' .. ' . 
!{E~00~1ENDA~~IONS: : /, : ~ ~-~: 

(1) U approved, U1at attached letter be sent·to Llebelcr ackno~lcdging 
his letter and advising him that as he is aware, Warren Comnnss\on 
made all of ils material availaU: to National Archives and in accordance 

\(··. · · with Public I.x1.w 89 -312, all materbl in Bureau's pos&ession turned .... _ 
-~- . .' over to Natior1.,l Archives and any lnJormation he desires wilJ f'=?avall<i _ 

:~ :·· _ _ a_l(lc ~:r9uel~ National Archivc_s. ~~-/OtjtJ (:;~ ~ . .Jf_0.-& 
--~-.. ~··:---,; .,~· ·;:.; .. ~} :, :· . . . . . ~'\ . ' ·. . . . • . ~ .. - ',. ' .. •.: ,··; ;:.._ :" 
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·:-._ . . Re; Ass;\SS U1;\l1on of President · ·· ~- ·.: ;.:'. .. ~· ,:.,:. :·.·, ,,;·_-~>>-: ·.;, ·, .- ·.,·:'.:1. ,:..·.: ·~.'· ·4:~ .. ~-· ... ~·;7/:r''~·, · 

; \ , <s: (- : · 1 ., , . · · : : • · • • · •· : ·. , • -> ~ / ::;) /! ·: :/{illh{·\'!:TUJ{titili/J:': :. . 
·: · P rio r E~c ncnc cs with L lebcler: - ... · ·· · · , < , ... ·:- ·· · : :- • ! ,. , •. . :,, ,, .-:., · ~: ·: · : . • ;-·.· :'\ .- ~···::-.,··· ":· 

/ .. :/ .~-:;:~, ; F ,. ---· . . ~ :· .''.·' ·\,":· >:~.'-.):~ ;:'."-) .:) .. •,\i'[_:)[fr\\t/S(\;}~·ifzflf~{t~:· '·. 
_/: :. ·~.~·,; ! :.,"--~~ .... · . D.1r ing U1e exis tence o! U1e Warren Comm ission; \1/cslc/ '~t.(Zj;~t/~\,{ -
:: ·. } L lcbcle r wa s the most obnoxiou s a tto r ney on the s ta fl a nd was cons tanu;:·:i·~;-~·. / ·~ · 
~· · making completely unr easonable oral r equests of the Bur eau. _Thls 'fi:\~.·;.ft{t : . .- ·. · 

.. , . ; occu rr ed to s uch an extent that he was told on nume r ou s occasions to · .... ,-;'\ '; :r;{t;r: 
:c. . clea r his r equests U1rouch Mr. J. Lee Rankin's office to make sure the :~<-;.".<:-.t<· 

Com mission actually des ired the wcrk he was suggesting. Such r efusals· ~if:~(:::.\ 
'\ '•< .. . , .. .,, .... 

.. 
I .... . ", -

,, 
' , . 

to honor his r e-quests rarely had any effect and he would be back U1e next ;=-\-';":;·~·:1}/ 
I • ' ~ . I .. .'/ '~ 

d.1y wiU1 anol11cr equally "sc r ewlxtll" r equcsL In addition, Licbcler . ·· .,~. ~.::: ·:· · _!;',i: ·:· 
•• • ' . t ~ • ' •! ,.;. . . • ' l • , , •• , 

constanUy requested assistance ln locating material which had been· ·>·,:/:_ ·:.r:.':~/ : -; .·:. 
previously supplied to the Commission. Such r equests were regularly}: ·i.:\:·· <~ .. 
turned down but U1is did not ~tcr him from continued r equests • . :_" . :·/->\ ,.i. :_.:.c" .·: - · 

. . • . • >= \ ~ .: · ... ··~· ~. ·. _:; ~ -_:_.· ; ,. ~ . 

I In a memorandum d'\led June 9, 1964, from Rose_n. f? Belmonf.'! ·~\ ~: .. · 
ca'ptioned "James R. D-wid, Information Concerning, Securily.,Yiolation/' it .. · 
reveals that David, by letter dated June 4, 1964, ad\'ised he was a retired -!/ :.·~.· .. 
Nav,al reserve officer who performed duties as a security officer. · DJ.vi~ ~-.> -··: 

·. sta.tcc;l'tJ1at on May 31, Hl64, while en route from Keene, New Hampshire, ...... : . 
on ,Northeast A irlincs to New York, he observed an individual, who occupied · ·. 
these.at adjacent to hi.m, openly display a report wlU1 a cover identifying lt · · 

· ·· ·,· as ~·u. S. Department of Justice, Copy No. 10 of 10, President's Commission 
• . -~ on lf1c Ass;\ssi.nation of President Kennedy" marked in large block r ed letters . 

'. _ '.:i 't'fop Secret." lxl vid furnished a description o! U1is individual and added he · · 
j ·· had 'a raU1er full r ed beard and the alt.ache case f rom w;lich he removed· the · -

·: -~ • · r.epor"t previously r eferred to bore the initials "W. J . L. 11 The Commission · ~ 
-!f ···.· : w~~ .. furnishcd a. copy of Mr. David' s letter on J une ,$, 196~. {62 -10909.~ '.':'~·~·:-.:.:\ .. 
fl<:·:·· .s ~1l~~n 14, Senals 170-171): . · . · · : . . . '<._. .~··· .. . _:-__.··: · 

,r . . 1:1' In a memo r andum dated July 8 , 1966, concerning the book "Inquest" 
by E1i:Jwa r d Ja.y Epstein, about the funclioning of the Warren Commiss ion, · · 
which is seve ~~ly c r itical of U1e Commission, E1)stein lndic.,ted tha t one of 
his sources 0!

1
'h1atcrial fo r hi.s book was Assistant Counsel Wesley J. L iebcler 

who stated U1at tile Commission did "noU1ing"; the s ta!f members did a ll the 
.. '}?'..:c. ·.inv e stigating. L icbelc r wa s also quoted as saying that although the F BI was · 
\j\fl~.·. extremely efficient in answering questions ·submi~t~d ln wr iting, U1c Agents .· _ . 
:.;~}~Jy~f. ·.:.did not d0\·clop any info r mation U1a t was not spccihcally r equested o! them. y,.; ·: 
·:\>"·· ;: (62-l O'JOG0 -4144) .\ :..~:>_-;-:~::, ,.:'.:;_ 
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~;}/. Me mo to Dc!.,oa~h from Rosen . ~ ~ ·'/ :··:~-) ~\t<.?}:T:7-~-t:::·/~.l /:·;:~.· . i.'~:.,7.'·.,~·'.>:·>: ,.·~ < 

-~:::··. . Re: Ass;1.ssrnat1on o! President -,.·.: · ~ :, 1. :, >:,.:,-;-.:·.,..~.·>.' ';·~~.::-~.""·: ,· .. ~·1's>: .:~;;;:· ·.~-;~ ·:,.fr'.~:s.:· ·> ~-·· 

{f ?/;i}:::/\ tl. ': ·~. /;:· ·: .. ~ .. '.·., , <. :-;:t·~.' ) ··:, :~ :: .i //\'.:\'}F?tt?X'.:::fif: 1~tf }~;,\ .. 
. ) .'~ {,', i ; ;y :' · · !Ja s cd on our cx1,c rl c nc c w ilh Liebe !er. we certa Inly cou Id not t<f ;t'.f£f . 
:~; . , · · · cxpc ct fa vo ra bl c tr ca tm cnt In any book h c would w die and It_ Is be llcv cd/.;J' k ~ !\,ii:il( 

Uns would be true rcG-ardlcss of whcU1er we volunteered ass1.stance or::i:: :.41:::f.~:} <.': 
tur nc-d him d)wn co mpletely on his requests. · In view of tills lt ls not :\)(~{:\5·.\~\·' 
foll we should render any assistance whatever to Licbeler. ··.<<·\ 1 :: •. ·.:./.:1.-i-:·?:{'?f (;,t_ ... 
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