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. - .:. . - . . ; Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. Dlrector . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington. D. C. · 

.. -· _...... ,• .... _, : 
.. -. :·_· ~ -~·---:. ·, ·. 

• - ~ - . .' i. '. ~ - · .. • ' • , . ,. ." .• ~ ·~. ~: • . ; ~ r : !. ~ . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
. ' . . . ·-: . ..- . · . .,,._ . -" I · As a former assistant counsel to the President's Comm{ssion 

· :' ·on the Assassination of President Kennedy, I am deeply concerned about 
some of the books, attacking the Commission and the Report, Ulat have 
been p uh1 lshed recently. I have dlscusscd this matter ln some detail · · 
with Messrs. Ba.U, Grlffin, Specter, Stern and WUlens, all former 
members of the CommLl3slon Skqff and wlth some of lhe members ol 

I • the Commission. In view of the circumstances I have undertaken to 
... -~ 

1 w rlte a book desc rlbing generally how the Comm iss lon conducted its -: 
: t. lnvcstlgation, revlewlng the evidence relating to the bas le conch1sions .:. . . • a-••• 

' i , , 
I . 

. ~: . 
. /\·. 

reached in the Report and dlsc·usslng- the major crltictsms that have 
been made of the Report and the work of the Commission. : ." . 

- ' I' 

I 
' •. 

II 
-~/. I am sure that you wlll appreciate that your Bureau could be 

or lmn~ense help to me ln this endeavor. In view of the sedousness of 
the matter, 1 hope you will be able to extend your coopcratio~ -.-;~· _ . · 

I would propose at thls juncture to submlt speclfic questions 
whlch I think coul;~ be rcadUy answered from the reports and other rocords 

. . in your possession. One of my basic problems is to find my way back lnto 
,, . the materials with which we worked at the time the Commlssion was 1n 

, r . ;-: · .. ,. operation. 'fhls lnvolves to a great extent the matte r of lndexcs to reports 

0
j .. . · ·.,/ :;· ·j' or your Bureau, many or whlch nrc now avallable to the lntercsted publlc 

. J.t . ..... . . )at the ~~.-chlvcs. I must be Crank to admit that even whllc we were worklng 
· · .,, '-' . . . on the Report there were n1any llmcs when the only way ln whlch I could 

l, ~.. • • . 

. . ''. locate malerlal ln your reports wa~ to ask your .oJ!i:; for a reference lo
11

~"1 
\:-·. ' .. ·: ·. _. . .t~c s~c?l;lc rcpo1·~s lnvol ved. (X. J J f (~··· \: ~ .-:- n O 6. (ri.\;.t~ a 
. . . . . .. .. . . " C "1\ \, t X. " \r. ~ , tJ tJ..-:- I tJ j,_ 
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1
348-fiO or hls book "Rush to Jud~rnent", Mark Lane comments on Com~: ' .· ·· : 
mlq s;[on Exhlblt s. a picture Oswald took of the rea.r o! General Walker'• 
house. You will recall that CE 5 depicts an automobile and that the/.:·-.-:- . 
picture has been mutllated ln auch a way as to obliterate the license .:.-" ·A> 

I 
plate_ or that Rutomoblle. After thts came to my attention I examlned. :·\-'.· · 
r.-fadna 0:3wald about f.t ln Dallas on July 24. 1964. In an attempt to-.'~·,:~--~ 
d0tcl'lnlne whether or not the hole was in the picture when Lt was first ~---~· . 

,sho,Jn to her b e fore the Commission. She aald that lt was not. but I<~:·,:_-_ 
do not believe th:d 8hc was correct ln that regard. That testlmony LI_')-·;"; · 
set forth at 11 Hearings 294-5~ . , ,: ; . '. ·~ -._,. .:.;. } ·~- .,_-·:-: . 

·. ·. ~.. . ~-' ~·; . . '~ · _,11 · :i.. ·• r . 

. : ·i: ·~ . - \ .. .. ::. ~1-~·.--. ; -
I ace U-1ree problems po.sslbly ralsed by the hole ln CE.-~:··:\\_·-~;:-

• 
. • .. ·.. • •• _i:; .. ~, .-, :· .... .... "'~ .. -~~/· .. -:. · ' 

1. How dld the hole get there? · · - : :..-·.::;- ·, . · 

'· I , . . 

• • 'lo .. 2. \\110se a·utomoblle is depleted ln the picture? -~;. :~_:: .. ·. · _. •. 
3. What ls the year of the license plate. l. e •• ·-'--~--~_,_:~r~-~..::,­

durlng what year was the picture taken? · -· ·.--- · :· :: · ·· · 
.. -. . ~ 

{ 

There ls no problem with (3). al.nee the date on which Oswald 
took the pictures or the area around General Walker's house was clearly 

1._cstab1lshed by the analyses or ~~c sta~e of the construction or 'the buildin4: -
8hown in the backJ:!round of CE 2-P2. The report of this investigation ls 
set forth ln a reporl from your Dallas Office., dated May 22., rn64 {CE 1351). 

As to (2). Robert Surrey indicated that the car appeared identical 
to one owned by Charles Kllhr. a volunteer worker for General Walker. 

I 
(CE 1953, p. 9) Surrey was not so certatn l\bout that when he testified . 
before the Commlsslon (5 Hearings 437). and General Walker did not 

' .::-ccotnlze the a.utomoblle at all (11 Hearlngs 411-12). . . . . . :, .. . . . .. ~.. ' .... 
. r . . • 

. At thts tlme I a.m not able to determine whether you lntervlcwed 

ij 
KJlhr abo't\ t lhls. I would very much appreciate lnforrnation a.s to that and 
e tther a c ,.1py or the report o{ the interview., or a dcsc-rlplion of lt ao that 
I c,rn obtain a copy fr om the Archives. · . . , _ :;~-~:; ·.·:".·!' 
• . . . ' . . . ~' ;.~.-, ,:.!~.-. . ' . .. ~ . . ' . "'\ . 

• _ ·- .}\ -~-.-~- :,··?: ~ '· . ~-.\.· 
. . . --.· . : I . t •., 

·:-: ,~.· · -, ·:_' · · ·< ". O n the qucstlon o! how th e hole got there. I note that Detectives 
: '· i ' S tov all a nd Rose of the D:illas Police Departme nt have i ndicat ed that the 
; .. ·: .... 

hole was in the plcture when they recove1·ed it from Ruth Pau,c's prem{ses . 
. . . -· .. ., '. \ .. , - . . 
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.f i··:·DJt~{;;. ~:.--···.· · .. "·:.: :·:·::.i\:iI•t\}?{/:"{Ji\t~:l\f tf {~II:tJ~\!\l{t· . 
.. ~-·-· . . _·_:_ . '. ·· All of this material was turned over to your Bureau on November 2s;.{::_--;~: _'. 
_:};~,;-~·-:. =· • 11963. CE 5 a.lso bears FBI Inventory Number 369. I would greatly~·!>>}>::"; . 
.:::-:_:~·i;:\ . appreciate havi.ng a copy o! the inventory. or at the very lec1.st. an~·~:-/;.;·~·:·/:: .- _; . 
. ,.· lndication as to whether or not the lnventory indicates the prese_nc~-~- ~:/-·._·:) . .. 
·, · of the hole at the lime the Hem was turned over to the Bureau. ::;. :.:,·><" ·,.; ·_; · -
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Detective Stovall testified that he made a list of the property·· 
taken from the Paine res idence on November 22, 1963. assisted by ·•,// ,. · 
Detective Rose l\nd two ·FBI agents (7 Hearings 190). Perhaps those ?t,·.;. : 
agents, whose idt:ntity I am not able to determine. would recall the ;:,t\·; • · 

· i lnventory of November 26, 1963, lndlcates the ·presence of the hole. that : l 
picture and whether the hole was ln lt at the tlme. Of course. lf your :: ·-; · 

coupled .with the recollections of Stovall and.Rose w. ou __ !d strong~~ --s._ugge_s ____ t __ 
.. " that O!:j\\ald or his wlfe mutilated the plcture • .. \. , ,. ·. ·-.-~ .: · . . - : .. ,~, \· · .· .. . 

.. . . . . _., ._ .~ : ~· ·~-... _:'· : .. : . . -· --_.,. ... _ .. · i !'~~:·!::; ... :. • - .... .. • ' . • • • . ~- 1 • 

.:..· .. - . •. 
I am sure that I will have ·addltionar questions as I proceed 

with my work. You might be interested ln knowing that W. W. Norton & Co. 
have aerced to publish the book on which I am now at work. I understand 
that they are al9o publlshlng a book about your Bureau that is belng written 

,1 b.Y the Overstreeta. __.- .. ~ ,. . · 
, 1 v·· ·.·, .·:· ·,;1·. . ,. . :, .·:. :· 

. . . 

,, ; I i·, Mr. Lane has announcealo the press that he ls sulng me for 
': i\1 slander. He was here at U. C. L.A. last Friday and refused my challenge 
· '. }-~ to debate . He then held a press conference~ I held one immediately . 

. following and charged that he was going around the cow1try telling lies 
!or money. I have not yet been served with any process. . , · 

\ 

: . . . . ... . . . : -; ' -~ ·~. . ~ : ~- . 
'. . . . ~ 

I ' l It ls clear to me that somethtng ·must b_e done ln response to 
the wav~ or critlctsm that sce·ms to be buildi.ng up on this matter. l hope 
that you jwill be a.ble to give me the help I am asklng. .• . . :• . ... , . . 

' .. . ..... .. . ;,. . , . .. . •. . . : . ' .. . -· . . . .. . - . 

-

. . ,· - ·· .... . - .. _.. ... .. . . 
. .. . . ·, -. . ... . 

Very truly yours · .::., ·-.: ·. :- · · 

l.JJ~-~~-
ii:: : • i 

\f f ·rJ:,::J'/\: · \ Wcsl :t J. Llebcler __ -~}:\)\\<:, 
• .. •• : . ...... , • • • • J ,. ',. ·:: ~ •• l-' . •.. · 
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