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Farly this month, the Director turned down a reguest from ;"i‘:’;
Jerry O'Leary (a retiable contact at " The Evening Star' who has written . ki .
two vutstanding articles regarding the Dicector) and "The Reader's Digest!
for an article to be wrilten for that mavazine by O'Tocary lug.u&hng the
) NM.ortin Tuther King investization, Both O'Leary and "The Rewder's Divest”
/ have expressed continued interest in this malter; and the purpoise of this

memorandum is to sel forth reasons why, at this point in the investication
to locate James Earl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should be piven :—

to such an article. - AN
) A AN

In Febrouary, 1968, when Hobart Tewis (President ond promae

Exceutive Editor of ""The Reader's Digest') caime to the Bureau with Associate o

Editors John Barron and Kenneth (:Hmm e, they discussed with the Director ‘

the possibility of publishing anotiice artic Ic conceraing one of our "Ten Most

Wanted Fugitives. ' (It will be reealled that in the Fall of 1560, an article in '

"The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corleett, Jr,, the kidnap- .

kKilicr of AdOlph C ors IH, pl()d\l( cd Jeads from readers Uf the maq k“l/ll’le ) l

which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada,) At the time of this r:_;.rg

visit, the Director told Mr, Lewis that we would remuain alert for anothe (';,,__

“Ten Most Wanted Fugitive' to be featured in the magazine, Z b
In the Coors case, inestimable s 'wh.u; of invesligalive time )

and funds resulted [rom public: ltmn by "The Reader's Digest" of the article [

regarding fugitive Joseph Corbelt, Jr. Many of the siwme clements as existed

in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation--prowinent victim;

. Intense public interest in the case; and the fugitive in both instances being
a prison escapee with  a rcpntation as a "oner" and a penchant for using ;

fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal his huo 1(1cntlty. , 9’3//7

/’ /{ ;o Boss seerd +

It was the broad 111[1%.( lonal cireulation of "The Re ider'
Digest" which produced the leads at vo wult‘ d in Corbelt's Hiyd3f i Canada.
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the King case, we aciin wre Joating with a fogitive Enown to have boer e both
Cenada aac Mexico during the st yvear, and who may be out of the Undte D States

this time. "The Re.ader's Dooest™ has a Large readership thiron hout the
Jestern PBomisphere, Toestmorth, for exaonple, the Tegul Attachic in Buenos .-
gres, Argentina, advised that theough ils Sponish and Porthuese editions, S (,
Phie Reader's Dicest” reccives "the widest disteibotion of all wnass connnuni- vl
Aions media in this area” - -and he sugpcstiod the possibility of an article b e

arding James Farl Ray in "The Reader's Digest. " :_J

ten ? o~
Jerry O'Leary;

CAviem .
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S e has done a tremendous amount of reading,

LrECVICwing and "reportorinl digging' on the King case in Memphis, Birmingham, L.
“tlanta and other places. Other newsmen consider him the best-read and -informed oo
.riter on the King case, and this is why "The Reader's Digest” sounded him out on Ve
nis assignment, : ;.,.

® In view of his strong backpround in this case, O'Leary could, of
surse, wrile an acticle on his own concerning fugitive James Fuarl Ray.
naturally, if such an article is to be published, it would preatly be to our
dvantage to have the beneflit of reading it,and offering any changes we feel
ccessary, prior to publication,

It is O'Leary's infent to limit the article to material which has
ceviously been published, together with what he has dug up himself with regard -
o Ray's background and character traits. '

°
-

O'Lewry has pointed out that day by-day the true facts of this case
ad the accurale picture of fugitive James Earl Ray are being thrown more and
pore out of focus by the distorted articles wrilten by such irresponsible ¢havacters
s Louis Lomux. Ile feels that "The Reader's Digest, " with its multimillion
drenlation in the United States and abroad, affords an excellent medium for
traightening rat the iscepresentations of others, as well as for producing leads
shich (as in the case of Joseph Corbett, Jr.,) may possibly assist in the apprehen-
;ion of "Ten Most Winted Fugitive' Ray.

(ECOMMFENDATION:  ~

L.

. That we catend to O'Leary and ""he Reader's Digest' the same o
-noperation in regard to an article on "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive™ James Earl e
Tuy as was rendered in the Joscph Corbett, Jr., fugitive investigation. : . PR
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