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. The Chairman. Well, gentlemen, the meeting will come to
' Gentlemen, we have been very busy since the last meeting
cf the Commission. I had hoped that we might have one a little
earlier than this, buﬁ,we ran into some difficulty because of the
absence of some of the mewbers, and they were not all away at
the same time, but I think we have lost nothing by reason of
the fact that we haven'’t had a‘meeting.

Odr organization work has gone on without any relaxation
since.wé last met, and I think now that we'are fully staffed,'ahd
the members of the staff are encaged in their respective duties,
and progress can be expected reasonably rapidly.

e had one wmember of the staff of genior officers under

item one, who was not reported with the last, Mr. Leon D. Hubert
ana he is recommended to us as. a very capable Iran who has had
very'considérable experience;;long this line, and since he has
been here he has proved to be guite satisfactory.

I wantc to say that these -- it is unfortunate fhat the
announcement of these other membaers of the stéff«did not get in
the press the way we would like to'have it, the way it shmld be
done. As they weie appointed, of course, they would talk to people
in their dwn districts, and then there wéuld be a little news item
Jagk out at home, and there would be some request dbﬁn here concern-

ing them, so a press release was sent out concerning all of them

on Friday nicht for release Monday morning, and we didn®t have a
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publicity man here, and I doubit if we want ong, but Mr. Rankin
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inquired of the Department of Jusitice how it could best be done
to get it to all of the services, and they suggeéted'taking it up
to the Praess Club, ==

Mr. Rankin. Press Club.

The Chairman. -~ which he did. He put it on there and

Stalcs

:apparently it was Friday night and they didn't pay any attention

&
3 5]
- O : . : .
5.5 YW to it, and it omnly came out in one or two newspapers. It was un-
T : \l.
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B Tg\sﬁ fortunate, but we will find a better way to do it in the future.
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VN % Then thexe were two junior members in addition to Mr.
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Hubert who had been appointed, and this completes the staff as
we see it now. These are both highly educated, very intelligent,

very active young men who have done very well in their professions.

They are in their early thiviies, and are here, and I am sure they
are going to do a great jok for us,
Mr. Rankin. Théix biographies, Mr. Chief Justice, ara

shown in one, yes.

'
e

The Chairman. They axe shown in one, yes..

Now, the next item is arrangement re consuliants. Unless
there is something more on staff, is there any question anyone
would like to ask or anyone would like to say to staff?

Sen. Russell. No, sir;.I personally would like to meet all
of these gentlemen if it could be arranged. I don’t know whether

it could be done at -

The Chairman. We will bring them in this afternoon.
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looks

Sen. Russell. I would feel bketiter to see what a man

like,to see the cut of his jib, sometimes you know him a little

better.

The Chairman. ¥Yes.

Mr. Rankin, There are two senior menbers who are not heve

. today, Mr. Chief Justice, and the Senator.

: The Chairman. Yes.
o
One is Mr. Coleman, who is from Philadeliphia,

3 Mz, Rankin.
s~§¥\h@ is a colored man and the ocheyr man is Albert Jenner. Both have
T3
< ?% come down and done a little work, but they had some business they

ad to take care of, and then will both be on the job by either

tomorrow or Thursday, and as £full time as possible., They still

have some commitments to tyry to clean up - occasionally, so they

won't be here today but the others will be.

The Chairman. Lee, you make arrangements so if we finish

in time today the Commission can meet thaem.

Mr. Rankin. ALl right.

Sen, Cooper. May I ask éheh; do I understand at present,
then, this coﬁpleteé the personnel, the six chief ==

The Chairméﬁ. Tﬁe law&e# personnel.

Sen. Cooper. The lawyer personnel and their assistants?

The Chairman. Yes.

Sen. Cooper. And then those who have been mamed here for

research?

The Chairman. Yes.
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o &g &) o Sen. Cooper. No.
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The Chairman. le is a doctor. I think chose of you in
Congress, members of Congress, certainly know him. He has been
the head of the Sit. BElizabeths Hospital here fbr many years.

Rep. Booggs. St. Blizabeths Hospital.

The Chairman. Just recently retired and he . is a very well-
recognized, a very competenc man, and we felt that we ought to
have someone who in,tha£ field who,could advise us on matters con-
cerning the life of Oswald and possibly.the life of RQby also,

Mr. Rankine.- He is on a part~time basis, Dr. Overholser,

whenaver the Commission oy the staff need him.

Jim Davis is tﬁe man assigned, Senator Cooper, frxrom the
State Department, but he works %or the State Départment, and he
will only consult with us about whether we should make an approach
government-to-government akout Russia and‘so fofth and he has been

designated by them to handle the matters so far as the State De-

parctment is concerned.
Mr. Dulles. A very good man. I know him very, very well.

He has been over therxe ==

The Chairman. Thexe are some blind spots in that foreign
phase of it and wa thought, when we were dealing with things in
and out of Russia we ought to have someone from the State Depart-

ment who could consult with us so we wouldn't get into any cross

-
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purposas with them.

We also have thought that an important part of our work is
going to be the putting together in writing as'one document the
report that we might make, and we coasulted with the Defense De-
parcment, and they have offered to lend us one of theix historianc

to do this job, and we think that it is quite essential to the woz
% ) 5 gof the Commission, and that the man they have sent will be very
S fhelpful. |
Sen, Russell. Who is the man they have sent?
The Chairvman. What is hié name?

Mr,. Rankin. Goldberyg ig one of them and the other one
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is Cokeley. Goldberg is with the Air Force and Cokeley is with

the Army and they say that Goldberg could be readily‘made availak:i.

But we wanted to

to us but Cokeley they don‘t want to give up.

look at more than one man so we are looking at both of them, and -

Mr, Dulles. Can they write?

Mr . Rankin. Mr. Winniker recomnended them,

Sen, Russell. What is their function?

Mr. Rankin. They advise us from a historical standpoint, anc
help us on some of the drafting but we would work with them and

try to anticipate all of the various historical aspects.

The Chairman. It seemed to me that the work of the staff

is to be pretty much fragmentized. They are going to work on
differentvphases of it, and the job of putting it all together and

putting it in veadable form, but in form that will be accepted by

‘.'Illllliiliililpk“
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those who are knowledgeable in the field of histqry that it would
be well if rather than to assign one lawyer to it, we took some=-
body from the Defense Department who was used t§ doing such things,
that we would be in better shape.

Sen. Russell. Changing the subject rather rapidly, does
the FBI material, the material we have, and the raw material, inclt
the examination of Oswald when he was in prison?

Mr.Rankin. It has some of that material. There were a
great man? interviews and some of it was done by the FBI and some
by the Secret Service, and we have, those were ail reports.

S;en° Russell. They did have reports transcribed?

Mr. Rank‘im. Yes.

Me Dulles. I.wonder if those could be pulled together
and sent to the Commission, also from Texas?

Mr. Rankin. We have asked them to.

The éhairman. I have asked them already.

I am sure that Mr. Rankin can put together everyihing that
we do have on the statements of Oswald and put them into one
folder for you and get them to the Commission, if that is what you
would like to have.

Sen. Russell. I would like to see at least part of his

xamination and if it isn't too lengthy, I would like to go through
all of it.

The Chairman. We will see that that is done right away.

I thought you might be interested in seeing a list of the
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members of the staff of the FBI who worked on this case; it
doesn't mean a great deal to me because I don't know these. I used
to know the ¥BI very well, but thése are all since my time, and I
donft recognize a single name on there, but some of them might
be familiar to members of the Commission.

Mr. Rankin. After the Tab 2.

Sen, Russell; Does this city indicate where they did their
work or where they come f£xom?

. The Chairman. That is where they are located, stationed.

Mr. Rankin. That is vhere they were located, stationed,

The Chairman. Then the next item is item D under 1, progress
report.

M. Rankin. Mr. Chief Justice, I think we ought to tell them
about those Intexnal Revenue Agents who are in theﬁe.

The Chairman. Ch,yes; it seeﬁea to me, geﬁtlemen, that one
of the important things in our investigationis to be able o
trace every dollar that we can in the possession of Oswald
and evexy dollaxr that he spent, because we don't know where his
money came from. There is no evidence of any affluence'arahything
of that kind, kut I think for, in oxdexr to.make our repért COG=

plete we 6ught to know that as far as we can every dollar that

came into his possession and every dollar that he spent, and we

have taken that uvwp with the Treasury and they have assigned two
of theiyr topflight investigators to run that matter down, and I
am satisfied that they will do as good a job as anybody could do

!Q
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along those lines, and will give us some. comfort, I think when
it is over to know what they have found.

Mr., Dulles. There is a pretty good list élrea&y on page 35
of the FUI raport. o |

The Chaiéman. Yes, there is, but a lot of blind spots in
that, too, Allen, that I think ought to be checked thoroughly.

Mr. Dulles., He paid his taxes, one of the interesting thing:

et
w0

The Chairman. I beg pardon?

Mr. Dulles. I say Oswald paid his taxes.

Mr . Rankin. Mostly withholding and he got a refund most
of the time.

Mr. Dulles. Most of the time. OQuite right,

The Chairman. And he did pay back that loan that they gave
him over in Russia_to come back to the States.

Mr., .Dulles. Yes.

The Chairman. Now, in the nex£ item, B, assignments of per-
sonnel to arecas defined in tentative outline, we find that this
has been divided up into six diffexent categories, and there have
been one senior lawyer and one junior lawyer assigned to each one
of those categories.

Mr. McCloy. What téb are you on now?

The Chairman. We are under B of 1.

Mr. papkin. B of 1.

Mr., Dulles. To get that assignment we have to go back to -
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that other earlier paper, don't we?
The Chairman. That is right.

Mr. Rankin. I might be able to call your attention to them.
The Chairman. Lee, that doesn’t follow in one.
lr. Rankin. We furnished that earlier, you know.

The Chairman. Yes, yes, that is right.

)
4 z :
! i ; ) ) .
D 8 i ; My, Rankin. They have all got a copy of that.
e e, :
-3 w : . ' ' .,
- - i g The Chairman. But these are the personnel and the way the
: < .
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= SNwork  is distributed.
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=4 Qf \i\ Wow, that miglhit change from time to time because we were
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s 5 £lying blind when we wade this tentative outline, and all we

T g B

could judge by was what we had, but we have talked it over with

the staff, and they seem to think that for the present, at least,
it is a logical division of work but that we will find out as

we go along.
Are thexe any questions about that?

Mr. Dulles. T suggested to Mr. Rankin, M. Chairman, that I

thought it would be very useful for us, if the rest of you agree,
that as items come in that aeal with motive, and I have seen,
T suppose, 20 or 30 of them already in these various reports,
those be pulled together by one of these men, maybe by Mr. Rankin
himself so that we could see that which would be so important to

us.
The Chairman. In other words, to see what we are ruaning  down

on the question of motive.
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I found that

Mv. Dulles. Just on the question of motive I

in this last paper particularly I found a dozen or more statement:

of the various people as to why they thought he did it.

The Chairman. Yes.
My, Dnlles. Or what his character was, what his aim, and s

forth that go onto motive and I think it would be very useful to

7} B
pull that together, under one of these headings, not a separate

‘heading necessarily.
Thea dhairman. Well, I think that that would probably come

I t
) F s
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nnder Mr., Jenner, wouldn’t that, Lee, isn?t he the one who

is bringing together all the facts concerning the life of Oswald.

lv. Rankin. Yes, yes. We can get that done. We will see the

that is taken care of,

Yes.
T have one other point. I think it would he

The Chairman.

E’Iro Dulles &
well ©o assign one of these peopla to the question of studying

revious cases of assassination attempts against the head of state
p i
It is

particularly in the'United States and maybe a few others.

Thexre is a pattern that runs through that, you know.
rather interesting, I have been studying that a good bit myselgf,
in getting the books I can get including Don Vance and others.

Mr. Rankin. I am doing that myself, under the point of the

various agencies and how they operate in the protection of the
President and I am trying to cover the whole thing, all of the

assassinatcions that we have any history of, and whatever record thc
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is, and then the State Department --

Mr, Dulles. Good.
Mr. Rankin. =-has a considerable record in their security

work as to how they would handle various personages who come here,

notably people and also protecting the Secretary of State and

so forth, and we are going into that, and we will cover that whole

thing as part of my area.

o
LSS

Mr, Dulles. Good.

od

N
1

The Chairman. Is there anything further on that subject?

-~
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The next is C, memorandum in each area being prepaved by
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and a tencative deadline which the Commission desires.
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Gentlemen, it is rather early from the work that we have

done already and from the materials we have to say when we could

out, but ¥ think it is not too ecarly for us to

close this matiter
start thinking about when we anticipate quitting.

I think if this should go along too far and get into the
middle of a campaign year that it would be wery baé for the country
to have this thing discussed at that particular time.

On the other hand, if we were ready today we couldn’t put
the report out baecause of the Ruby situation, and how long tchat
will take, I don‘t know.

But I thought if we should pick a date, say the first of
June as a target datce ¢o finish this thing up and haveour report
ready and filed, so we could work toward it, that it would be

a good thing to do, because things can drag on if you don’t have

",
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a target day. We can't say we can do it that day or some other

day,I would think it would be well to select as a target date.

What do you think of that, Senatoxr?
Sen. Russell. Well, Mr. Chairman, it would be desirable if w

can do it. I think we would have to take a number of things into

consideration.

ANCHLED

9} :
o i The Chairman. Oh, yes.
9 ! o
s E i 0 ;
f’D N Sen., Russell. If Mr. Rankin has analyzed each one of these
o .. N\ O\ 5 : 4 . 3 ' y ] q
<% €Q six areas closely enough to have any idea as to the time that might
~ ,{ \ y
£ X Y
oLl : :
g;g > © be involved in concluding each one of them.
SR <1
The Chairman. Lee, are you going €o answexr that, if you can?

Mr. Rankin. I think that we could plan very definitely on

dosing up on all of the areas except the foreign area by a certain

date, and I was thinking about trying to have everything done so we
could have a proposed report for the Commission's consideration by,
well, by the middle of May, anyway, and trying for a date,possibly

the lst of June, that you could say you had a report.’

Now, the foreign areas is a wvery difficult one because there
are large patches in Soviet Russia period,and in Mexico city that

are unaccounted for by any report that wae have, and so we don‘t

know what is going to develop, and we have to try to run them out

day by day and hour by hour to try to account for it.
If we hit something that .we héye-to oo a long ways to try to

get the rest of it, then we don’t know what will be involved there.

Sen. Russell. Has Ruby’s case been set for trial yet?
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Mr. Rankin. Well, tentatively, they have talked about the
10th as I recall.

The Chairman. The 10th of February.

Sen.Russell. Do you have any idea how long it will take to
conclude that?

Mr. Rankin. They also said in the news account today if you
noticed in the éaper to try for a continuance so I don't know
what they are up to but we all agreed that the smartest thing they
could do in defending their client was to get him to trial quickly
but we are not trying the case.

Sen. Russell. That time may have passed now.

Mr. McCloy. Isn®t therxe a motion for a change of venue?

Senf Rugsall, Yes, a number of motions and a motion for
bail which hasn?t been heard yet.

Sen.c Cooper. That is tb be heaxrd now. You don’t intend to
set a targec date pubiicly?'

Mr. Rankin. No. I was thinking for the Commission’s purpose.
That is privately. |

Sen. Cooper. They could have the Ruby trial postponed.

Mr. Rankin. No. I thought we would just have somé kind of a,
see whét your "thinking was, and it seemed like it was wise to
Txy to get'oué of the way of -the conventions if we could.

Sen. Russell. I see no objection to a ﬁentative date. I
wouldn®t want ¢o be'bound too tightly by it because you never know

where we will be with respect to it. I think Chairman and counsel
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might agree on some tentative date.

...............

Rep. Ferd. That may be pushing it a‘% 2Héui_ I chink it is
good to have a push. |

The Chairman. Some pressure om us to get something done,

Rep. Ford. Right.

The Chairman. Well, of course, with the undersitanding, Senator
that anything that intervenes to change it, the target sate we
Will e=

Sen . Russell. I realize that the entire Commission would
then want to clear up anything that might happen that we hadn't foxc
seen.

Sen. Cocoper. Can I ask a guestion: In your judgment, taking
iﬁto consideration the waterial which we now have, all this raw
material and everything, how long will it take this group to have
to read it and to study it and to analyze it andlmake some judg-
ment about its content. I may say that the material that has been
given us, I found you can read it pretty quickly, I am not cer-
tain thaf you can analyze everything in it. You developed a good
many questions reading it. .But is there such a volume of material
out here now that would require quite a time?

Mr. Rankin. Yes, I think it would take 30 days to vead it and
to digest it. Then we have to go back for a lot of additional
material, to the agencies and it depends on how fast they will come
back with that and thén we willﬁhave to see whether that fiils it out

and vhether there are more questions in order to exhaust the subject.
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If we could just have it all given to us completely why I

think 45 days, this crowd could do quite a job.

Rep. Ford. Lee, are our people working full time now more

or less, with resonable exceptions?

Mr. Rankin. 211 except two senior men and we had some commite

ment they had to take care of, Mr. Coleman and iMr. Jenner, but othex

‘wise they are on the job.

5 2 Mr. Dulles. I wonder if we couldn’t ask our staff to take
3y

§5 out of this tremendous mass, I have been down here a couple of days,
N

*r R T . . : 5
N and it is just perfectly tremendous, and about two-thirds of 1€

rChivig
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is of no importance in the sense that people say they knew something

dout this, and then you tackle them and you find they don’t know

anything abbut'it but maybe just a little or something of that

E kind.
But if the staff could pick out what they think is essential,

I should think we could rely on them pretty largely, I mean, because

it is tremendous. It is as high as this room now, the raw reports
that have been collected together here. These #BI énd other

reports, there is -~ they are very simple to read and excellent

but there is quite a lot more we may have to do. And I don't

think we could every ourselves, . the members of this Commission,

without devoting all ouxr time. and more, could ever read all that

Sturf.

The Chairman. Oh, no.

Mr. Dulles. T think the staff could say, "This has some sig=
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nificance” and so on and so on, of course, we can browse around if
we have time, because I have rxead a good many of thesé reports and
I know there are a good many thousands back of éhem.

The Chairman. No, we must rely to a great extent to cur
lawyers and what appraisal they make on it and, of course, we will

be briefed to such an excent that if we want more information we ca

=

Qo into it ourselves. And that leads me to this thought. I

TPy
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have been thinking about it for some time, and without trying

L 3 e
TN to inflict any more work on any of you, I thought that maybe becausc

A7 of your particular experience that some of you, at least, would 1ilke

to pick out cne phase of this thing that would @éspecially actract
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you, attract your attention, sometching tchat you think you would do

a better job on than to just scrutinize the thing generally, and th:

if you could, we could have ourAstaff keep you advised particularly
on that phase of it, not to diminish what you gét in the other
phases, but to keep you particﬁlarly adviged in that phase, and
then if we have witnesses callied to testify in that phase, try to
do that at a time when that particular member of the Commission
couid be there to hear it and so forth, and I really think if that
could be done, it would bhe very helpful to the staff and I think it
migﬁt be very, very helpful to the Commission itseilf,
.Are there any observationa concerning that?

Sen. Cooper. I think that is a good idea because each memn-

ber then could deal with the staff who would work on that subject

and develop questions which he could put to the Commission.
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The Chairman. And then when we had a hearing of'a witness
there would be one Commissioner there who was particularly knowl-
edgeable in that area. Ildon°t imagine that we would all want to
be present at all of the testimony that is taken. Certcainly not if
it == if we end up with the taking of the testimony of a great num-
ber of witnesses, but if we could do it in some such way, I think

. you might find satisfaction in it.
Rep. Ford. I raise this question, Mr. Chief Justice, and

I am just thinking out loud now,

C

: :

- &
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A \f§; The Chairman Sure, we all are.
=5 ; Rep. Ford. I am not so sure that would be good if it was
. ¢
& A publicized as such.

‘ The Chairman. Oh, no.
B

Rep. Ford.‘ Because if there was an area of criticism, one
might share the blame and others wouldn®t, and whether we do a
good job or not.is dependent upon all of us putting our name on
that dotted line with full and complete responsibility.

The Chairman. Vexry true.

Rep. Ford. If it were informal and not as a part of a speci-
fic assignment, I think it would be good, but to ﬁ;ve it officially
known that Hale or I were the person responsikle for a particular
part it might lead to some criticism or perhap% to dissentibn or
anything else, and I ==

The Chairman. Or even to harrassment by people on the out-

side.
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Rep. Ford. VYou are right. Somechow these things might leak
and somebody could be criticized within the group. This would be
my only offnthe«top of my heaé thought on it.

The Chairman. I think you are right, and I see no reason why,
if we decided to do that, whateverwe decided to do I see no reason

why it should ever get out of this zoom, even to our staff, there

~an

£ { is no need cf the staff knowing that that is the situation.
Rep. Ford. Yes.

. The Chairman. Are there any other obsexrvations concerning it?

é{g £§ ?i\ Mr. McCloy. I think thaﬁ makes sense. I think thexe probably
- &4 C§ will be a number of cases where we want to do some interviewing that
is not iﬁ‘connection with the taking of testimony where if you

@%@ have one mehber of the Commission av&ilable we would be dble to
save time and expcd¢ue it rather than try to go through that exhaus-

s

ting process of finding everything.

Sen., Russell. I didn’t understand that that was what the
Chief Jgsticé had inmind, Mr. McCloy., I may be in error. That some
one member of the Commission would more or less direct his activi-
ties with réspect to one of the six subdivisions that.counsel had
suggested that the hearing be divided into.

Me, McCloy. I understcood that. But then I thought that
leadzng out of that that chat partlcular fellow might be able to sit
in on a particular phase of it that he was familiar with without the

necessity -~ of course, anybody could sit in any time they wanted to.

The Chairman. Sure.
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Mr. McCloy. But rather than hold up the work until everybody
is available that one pavticular = expert on it, so to speak, could

-

perhaps move things along and then make reports that was my thought,
just as a matter of getting ahead. It is a teryible hard thing to
getc everybody lined up and with the necessity for speed, I am think-

ing of thingg like this. I think of an interview between the

doctors and Overholser, let’s find out about these wounds, it is just

: § (% as confusing now as could be. It left my mind muddy as to vhat

% §é<§§§~really did happen. Overholser could tell about that, why didn‘t

é ;jéﬁ%% they turn the body over, who turned the body over,vho. were  the peop;é
5 ;3 up there, and wvhy did the FBI veport come out with something which

isn’t consistent with the autopsy when we finally see the autopsy?

That is ome phase of the thing.

Then talk to the head of the FBI and not Mr, Ioover,
but the fellow who headed this investigation, and go in,what did you
do, . what is all this talk about your having no liaison with the
Secret Service?2 You did have an interview or at least 'you located
this man two or three weeks before the assassination. Didn°t you pass
this on to the Secret Service, why didn®t you if you didn®t, and
how about this business of the overpass? Did vou have Secret Service
men on the overpass? It was obviously a place to have somebody,
because you can drop a bomb right over it. Well,‘apparently it
turns out they didnft have, for God’s sake why didn't you?

Rep. Boggs. I notice in the ovefpass it never even gets

into it.

e
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Mr. McCloy. No, but this report all asbroad of shots coming

How about the relationship, well, how about the

from the overpass.
 Mrs. Kennedy investigation? We haven't decided vet who did that.

Sen. Russell. Hasn't that testimony been taken yet?

The Chairman. No, we have never bothered Mrs. Kennedy, Senator

L3

Me. McCloy. Z think we have got ©o at some point sit down
not with regard to the sworn testimony.

=3

© | and talk with her

2] 5] .

,v“;’ D LS
& A éi Hr. Dulles. You haven'’t talked to Connally or Mrs. Connally?
Fs ~ . \\}\ (3 s
= : \? Mx.MeCloy. Do we talk to Mrs. Oswald and what is this we

' see in the newspaper abeut MYrs. Oswald being examined by the Com-

Byu;ﬁmﬂ}}
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mission?
Mr. Rankin. We are planning to examine her and it is on the

agenda.
Mr. McCloy. Now people like Isaac Levine -~ then about

think sooner or latcer one of us

e
8

-

vising the scene of the crime,
or all of us ought to go down there and visit it in spite of the

vexry graphic and interesting exhibics,
Mr. Rankin. We have an intéresting problem on that. We ave

being asked for all kinds of evidence by Ruby®s defénse counsel and
I think if we go down there, we might all be subpenaed,

Mr., McCloy. Slap a subpena on us.
Mr. Rankin., Subpena duces tecum and then what do we do.

Mr. Dulles. We have no immunity in our capacity as a

Commission, do we?
Sen, Russell. We do have executive immunity, we are a President
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Commission, which is the highest we can have.
Mr. Dulles. If we could get into subpena we would be in

great trouble, I don’t think we could.

Sen. Russell. I don't think we could. I don*t think we ara

subject to any subpana.
Sen. Cooper. Vou don't think we are?

* S0.

A i Sen. Russell, Mo, sir, ¥ don’t thin]
’ . The Chairman. You dont think we are subject to subpena?
this Commission

: ; g
& : o}
5= i 0O
L = R Sen. Russell. I don't beleve you can subpena
g NG
D SN S
£ .5 "f'“g to produce any paper we have.
S S g The Chairman. I don®t think we ought to produce anything.
Mr. Rankin, We have executive privilege.
Sen. Russell. We have executive privilege. If we donit have
“éﬁ executive privilege as appointees of the President, to do a specific
*t know how you create

performance, a specific job for him, I don

executive privilege.
Rep. Boggs. I don’t, gither.
Mr. Dulles. FiQe months ago, Mr. Chairman, I agreed to make
a little talk down in Dallas and I hadn’t called it off and

3rd of February.

that is the
I wouldn’t go down there with the bands playing

4

Sen. Russell.
and the colors flying just now but that is talking about an entire-

ly differaent thing from whether or not yodkesubject to the subpena.
Mr. Dullies, I was going because I think tosay you can’t go to.
I

a great city in the United States becausa a crime happened there,
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don‘t know.

If you can't go tb Texas, I mean you couldn’t go to the
whole state of Texas.

Rep. Boggs. But that is not the reason for your not going,
the reason that you are a member of this Commission.

Sen. Cooper. I was invited to go there in January and accepted

et
“ldies

o it. But I said I couldn’t go because we were busy.

S
O ‘Mr. McCloy. Sometimes wae do have to.
- e §
# s§:1§? Mr. Rankin. That is something different. When this settles
7S Ao
T, § down,
Coa R

Rep. Boggs. When we get to talking about it. ¥ want to
talk about it. I think if we go, the whole Commission has got

to go, I think for one man to godown there would be unfair to the

one man and unfair to the other‘mémbers of the Commission as'well.

If a determination is made to go there then I think the whole
Commission has got to go. I see no alternative for it.

My . Dalles. I will cancel it out right away.

Rep. Boggs. I think you shonld.

Mr. Dulles. Frankly, I woulé be relieved to do it. I think I
will take the jdégment of the Comﬁission without any dquestcion.

My, Rankiﬁ..l think it is very important if anybody goes you
all go, because you are going'to be passing upon this vhole question
and you ought to have the same kind of evidence before you when you
gat there. |

Rep. Boggs. Positively. .
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fhe Chairman. Senator, I agree with you that they have no
right to subpena our records or get any of them. We could prevent
that all right. But they could serve a subpena on us,

Sen. Russell. That is correct.

The Chairman. They could embarrass us crenendously, and that
is what I was thinking about.We diséussed that very thoroughly
about the testimony of Mrs. Oswald and it was first thought we ought
to take the testimony down there, but it occurred to me that there
might be a lot of complications if we go down there, and we should
work it out with her attornays to bring her up here and do it in
quiet right in this room, right in this room with no fanfare ox
anything else about it.

Senator, I was wondering about this: if that little woman,
with her babies and if she comes she has got to come and bring her
babies with her, goes on a commercial airplane, she will be sub-
jected to flashbulbs and evexrything, and she will be embarrassed
and maybe she will be made hostile, and I thought that if we were
to ask the Armed Forces if they would --

Sen. Russell. I donft think that would be the slightest diffi-
culty in that up here in one of these jet stars in a couple of hours
from down there.

The Chairman. VYes, you see no objection to that?

Sen. Russell. No, six, I see no objection to that.

The Chairman. Does anybody see any objection?

Rep. Boggs. That is the way to do it. Without any fanfare.
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The Chairman. Yes.
Rep. Ford. May I ask this, Mr. Chairman. Is it envisaged
that her attorneys would accompany hex?
The Chairman. ¥Yes.
Rep. Ford. I think that is rightc.
The Chairman. I think so.
gooi Sen. Russeil. She is certainly entitled o have counsel.
& The Chairman. ¥es, entitled co have them in the room and afte
© 6 w\:\{\ we f£inish questioning her, if thoy want to ask her any guestions,
+ \ N . -
43 ?%; clarify it,chey may do so.
> .
o]
A Rep. Ford. Right.
The Chairman. Now, her attorney is apparently cooperating

very well with us, and she intends to sell her story to one of

the magazines but we got him to agree to send her story to us,
and let us sce it'and let us examine hex before‘the thing goes to
the printer, and she has agreed to do it, and she has sent us 50
pages in her own handwriting here, it is in Russian, we had to have
it translated but we have got it in her own hahdwriting and
vhen translated we can have a basis for examining her here.

Sen. Russell. Her attorney is not commercial-minded, is he?
If he was he would say, no, he is going to sell the story fivrst,
beat tha Commiésion,'secause'the story would sell three times as
many as after the raeport is made.

The Chairman. He doesn't agree to wait until the report is

nmade, but untcil we haﬁe examinadfiﬁ and have had an opportunity to
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take her testimony.
| Sen. Russell. I think that is fine.
Mr. McCloy. He is still peddling this thing?
The Chairman. Oh, yes.
- Mr. McCloy. He has two offers apparently, this is what I

heard at least from Life Magazine, and Life said they weren't going

 ¢o bid for it, but there are two others, one called Pyramad or 20th

@ncury Fox, he has been dickering with them but T don®*t knew thet
he has actually closed on it but he is not satisfied with the bids
they have made. It hasn t been quite enough money involved.

Mr. Dulles. Fox == it would be a movie.

Mz, McCloy. It might develop into ‘a movie, but then also in
contact with this fellow Levine to try to break the story up a
little more graphic manner and tie it into the Rusgian business,
and it is with the thought and background of a Russian conneccion,
conspiracy concept.

Rep. Ford. Is the general impression of tha attorneys who
have been employed by Ruby and by her and any others, are they
responsible, reliable or what is their reputation?

Mr. Rankin, We have checked that out. The Chief Justice
has known Mr. Belli who represents, is one of the attorneys who
represents Ruby, for almost back to law school days, I guess,

The Chairman. Yes, I have known him since that time.

Mr. Rankin. He has a national reputation that is very com=-

petent but he is flamboyant and is very good about getting his name

o e o
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in the paper and he is very successful. He has made well ovey

a millipn dollars in handling various negligence cases and so fortl

Sen. Cooper. Torts.

Mz. Rankin. Thorne, Marina Oswald®s atitorney we have checked

)

cut,

and the reports we get are not too good although he has kept
his promises with us and we did that checking through the ==

Rep. Boggs. What is his background?
He is an attorney in a small town of Grand

Slates

Mr. Rankin.
Prairie in Texas, and the local actorneys, I got my information

from the Attorney General there, Waggoney Cary, the local attorneys

in the Dallas araa say that his repuration is such that they

Daté?/zl/// $/ Case
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wouldn®t rely too much on his word if he wasz telling them that he
But

would do certain things, so they cautioned me to ke careful.

we have been careful and he has done exactly what he agreed to do,
but on the other hand, I think it is quite gatisfactory to their

program to do what they agree to with us.
So, it isn‘t the kind of a thing where. he might want to try

tO get away from his agreement.
Mr. McCloy. What is the reading on J. H. Martin?

Mr. Rankin; No, I met him when Thorne came up here with him
about trying to get her story sold and whether we would object to
theixr goihg right out -and doing it before we took the testcimony,

and we told him we wanted to take their testimony first.

But he is'épparently in on the deal, and we know hehas a

percaentage in it, along with the lawyer and élong with Robert
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Oswald, the brothex, and we think that they put Robert in there
in order to get him to cooperate, and try to get her to do things
they want her to do in connection with the matter, but that is just
our guess, and Martin started out in a rather unusual posture where
he was just Erying co help Mrs. Oswald and apparently was going to
£ : get nothing out of it and just furnish her a place where to live,
= é; ; ‘and he took her into his household, and provided a place for her

¢

S¢o live, and with his family, but then they developed this idea,

Now, en the other hand, his situation is rather burdensome in
that he has a rather small home, and he has the secret service
agents there, too, who are watching to see she doesn't lave the
country or anything, and he has got his own family, so that the
consideration for his part is somewhat reasonable.

g
ith quite a bit to have that situatior

HeAreally is puttingup w
Of course, he invited it in his own business.

Sen. Russell. Who is that?

Mr. Rankin. He is sort of a business agent for Marina
Oswald.

Sen. Russell. She is staying in his home?

Mr. Rankin. Yes.

Sen. Russell. Where is his mother staying?

Mr. Rankin. I think she is still at Fort Worth. They never

lived together.
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Sen. Russell; I understand.

Mr. Rankin. In recent years.

Sen. Russell. But there are so many lawyers brought into it.
She has lawyers in Texas and didn't she employ someone in New York'

Mr. Rankin. Well, thexe is Mark Lane who has, it is on the
agenda here, it is in the agenda here about representing Oswald, «l
decedent Eefore}the Commission, and Mr. Thorne told me that he camc
©o Marina Oswald, tco, and Mr. Thorne and askéd if he couldn't
represent the decedent on her behalf and she turned him down, she
didn't want any part of him.

Mr Délles. I think she was wise from what I hear about Mr.
Lane.

Mr, Rankin. Then she went éo Marguerite, the mother and
persuaded her. But apparently she didn't geek him out. It is a
situation that you can uﬁdersfand.

Sen. Russell, He was down soliciting business.

Sen. Cooper. Mr. Chairman, I know you have certain matters
you have to take up here, certain rasolutions and so forth. I
would'liké to submit this for the judgment of the Commission: &oulé
it be helpful to all of us to have from Mr. Rankin, after his work
ié done on that, what he proposes to do in eéch-one of éhese
fields and than at this poinﬁ, at least what questions have been
raised, if any, about the evidence that has béen submitted and then
give us a chance to perhaps submit any qﬁestions thééxmay ﬁave comne

©o our minds?
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My point is some idea of what the direction of the ingquiry
is going, not only in what fields but if there are issues which he
has discovered or any of us have discovered in reading the testi-
mony, what they are and what we are really trying to find out.

The Chairman. Well, John, I thought that this agenda had
a number of things on it, and I thought maybe we could go through

this agenda, see what is left open after we finish it, and then get
to any questions like that and mavbe some of them will be answered

and maybe some of them wonlt.
Would that be all right?

Sen. Cooper. Yes, that is what I meant.

The Chairman. Well now, are there any further questlons with

lrs. Oswald, if not, berore we get =-

Rep. Boggs. I have a million questions, but no questions

on the procedure that we have agreed to.

The Chairman. That is what we are talking about and that

aleone now,

Rep. Boggs. Right.
Rep. Ford. And June 1l is a tentative target date.

The Chairman. Tentative target date, does that suit you,

eentlemen?
Very well, it is so understood.
How, I wondey =-
AY

Mr. McCloy. Not to ba given out. That is just within the

confines of this room.

- -
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The_Chairman. Not to be given out.

Rep. Boggs. One thing I am uncertain on,'in Mrs. Oswald’s
procedure, when she is brought here is it the contention yeu will
intexview her or the Commission would examine her?

Mr. Rankin. My concept was I would examine her undexr oath

1 5 . and one oxr more Commissioners would atcitend the hearing and rule

wlales

Ag
/c

By /ﬁ
: Dateﬁ.....’i ,g

on the objections and cother things that would come up because I

(9]
- ! 9]

(o] “
© conceive that the attorney might say, "Well, you are not -- that

is not a proper area of inquiry,” and someone other cthan myself
~
, - has got tc decide to go ahead, and it seemed iike the Commission ic

Archivis:

intended to be the one or the Commission, who would rule on that

tind of a guestion.

3

Rep. Boggs. Does one Commissioner have the'authority to

act for the Commission?

Mr. Rankin. If you auvthorize it.

The Chairman. Yes, sir. Under the orxder it does, and we
have that on our agenda here to provide for it, and my thought Qas
this, gentlemen, we might as well discuSs it now: that this
Commission, when we hold hearings should be conducted as jﬁdiciousl:
as it is possible to.do it

Rep. Boggs. Absolute}y.

The Chairman. And whoéver we examine will have his case
studied very thoroughly by a member of the staff before there is
any interrogation at al), and I thought that it would be the bettei

way to do it; to let the counsel examine the witnesses and we sit
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here as near like judges as the situation will permit.
If we have things we want to have asked, that counsel can do
it, and I don’t mean you should be barred from asking questions, but
I mean in the main, I think we ought to let +the counsel who
is prepared for it beforehand bring out the testimony, in the way
e f he thinks it can best be developed and if there are any chjections
= 5 ;we could act on them.
kg And I thou ht that in every case where we have lengthy inter-
f:\xogatlon we ought to have at least two Commissioners pxeseng. X

:.’\
o

think Mrs. Oswalds' testimony will ke very lengthy, not perhaps be-

cause of what she says but because everything will have to be
translated, and so I wouldn’t be a bit surprised if her

testimony would take two or three days. It might be that one

Commissioner would have to go and we would not want to put her testi-
mony over for a week and send her back to Texas and ‘so forth, so
if we could have at least two Commissioneré hexe at the taking of
her testimony, it would be very helpful, and then there would always
be one, one cOmmissioner here while the testimony was being taken.

Does that ;eem to you to be a sensible way to approach it,
Senator?

Sen. Russell. I think that is all right.

The Chairman. That is what we had in mind.

Now, let's see, the next item is D, is it D?

Mr. Rankin., VYes.

The Chairman. Would you explain that?

e e o
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Mr. Rankin. This gives you a list of the various items
that we have received, and I think you have everything now, you
have the supplements and today we have given yoﬁ the visual aids
which is a reconstruction by the FBI of the scene, and with
photographs and all, and the actual reconstruction models are down-
stairé in a large room, locked room, that isn‘t going to be ~-
that is going to be protected, and isn'i going to be accessible
except with a key and the record of anybody entering, and will be
available to the staff and the Commission to see the FBI spent a
considerable sum of money in trying to reconstruct this scene with
these models and all down there, and we thought we would have
them down here so they could be serving any purpose that the
Commission,might berhelpful ©o the Commission. And so they will
be where you can look at them, and the scaff can look at them, and
they are set out in detail in these photographs, too, in the
visual aids with a description.

You have also receivéd'the supplemental material from the
¥BI of its investigation, which brings you up to date generally
with the basic materials we have in a summary foxrm,

Now, we havey as Mr. Dulles said, piles of, about as high as
tha roomlof ther raw material which inAmy conception you don't care
to look at except where there is a particular dispute that you
may want to evaluate, and I thought that in each one of these areas,

I will check out the evidence that is rejected in any case, where

someone has claimed that they saw Oswald and it is established that
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there is nothing to the story, by two or three other witnesses or
he admits finally that he didn®t see him, that kind of a witness,
we have that kind of stuff in there, too.

In regard to Senator Cooper’s question, I had in nind, we
would by now have all kinds of requests to direct to the FBI and
- the other agencies in detail of additional material we need to £il:

3 : ~out these various holes and we were getting down to this point

Y

«’ Where we got this additional supplemental material and I didn't

\
~NiSwant to go back to the FBI and say to them, "Where is this matter

-

additional inquiry and find that they said, well, that is alil
in your supplement. Why don't you read what we give you, and you

would really be in a bad spot if we did that and it would make

e
(P

&

our relations difficult and make it hard for us to get .the other
material if we needed it later.

Sen. Russell. That is what you are for, Mr. Rankin, you are
supposed to know what is in all those things and avoid oux being
embarrassed by asking such a thing. _

My, Rankih. That is right. That is my job.

Sen. Russell. Yes, siy.

Mr. Rankin. So I want to analyze the supplement before I
started asking, and now sho;tly we will be ready to get that list
of guestions,

Then, at that time if you would like we can duplicate that

on our xerox machine and let you see the type of additional

e —————
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inquiries we are making to the ¥BY} and the Secret Service aad
everybody else. We would like yo& to have that. That will give
you a really good picture along with the synoPSiSIyou have as to
what we think might be some further guidance in this further pic-
ture.
Is that the kind of thing, Senator Cooper, that you had in

rind, would that be helpful?

pa¥ Sen. Cooper. Yes, I know we have to finish the agenda but

N ,n
c$§5:?\1 thought after that even at this point, there have been guestions
.é raised in your own mind about =-
My . McCloy. About éirection.
Sen. Cooper. And in our own mind, I have one or two it might

be well to discuss it.

Mr. ﬁccloy. Let me ask you about this raw material business
that is hefe. What does it conéist 0£? Does it éonsist of the raw
matexial of the autopsy? They talk about the colored photographs
of the President’s body -- do we have those?

Mr. Rankin. Yes, it is part of it, a small part of it.

Mr.‘Mc01oy. Are they here?

Mﬁ. Rankin. Yes. But we don't have the minutes of the
autopgy, and we asked for that because we wanted to see what doctor /
ééid about something while hé.was saying it,'to see whether it is
supported by the conclusions in the autopsy and so forth, and then
we have volumes of material in which people have purported to have

said, or say to various agents certain things, they are not sworn,
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and they are merely a statement to an agent who may have interpret
it, and then it conflicts with what he told somebody else, and we
have to try to reconcile those and see where the truth is.
| Mr. MeCloy. But you don't have the original fingerprint
@idence or the original handwriting evidence.
Mr. Rankin. «No, that is élways available to us, though. It
has been offered to us, and I thought it ought to be produced here

at the time when the Commissioners could have a chance to axamine

N

<

2 that that you may want, like the gun itself, and I thoucht you
Q

it personally and also the 400 items of ev1dence, there is some of

would want to exam&ne that in such  a way that you wouldan't be
(dsturbing fingerprints or anytching that would affect its eviden-
tiary character but still be able to know the basic items of
evidence, physical evidence that are involved in the case.

So, I was going to arrange for a special time for the Com-
mission to examine that material.

Sen. Russell. I don't know that it would help me any to ewxami
these fingexprints and all because I am not well enough informed
to know whether it is the same thing or not.

But I did have in mind, and I think it was mentioned earlier
at one of our meetings, having some independent agency or some
state agency who is thoroughly trained in fingerprints to review
this whole situationdtb see whether they were in complete agree-

ment with the FBI as to these various fingerprints.

It wouldn’t mean a thing to me to get the oxiginal fingexrprin:

!
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because it wouldn't be worth any more than to me than one of the
scrolls found in the Dead Sea because I couldn®t read it. But T
would like to have the more essential ones, such as on this gun.
Apparently therxe is going to be some contencion made somewhere
dong the line that this isn't the same gun that Oswald had ori-
ginally, but the FBI fixes his fingerprinis on this gun.

And out of an abundance of precaution I thought if somebody
from the New Vork Police Department or some other souxrce, and I
think we mencioned the fact that your man ‘Adams had had experience
and would be informed as to who coud do that work on the more oug-
standing; pieces of evidence that velate to fingerprints and
measurementg and things of that kind, if we could just have it, av
report from two agencies instead of one it might preclude guestions
in the future.

Mr., Rankin. Yes,.

I

Rep. Ford. I share that view, Dick. I don't know whether i:
ought to be another goveramental ageﬁcy oxr whether it ought to
be an independeni: non-governmental agency. I don‘t know ==

Rep. Boggs. Are there such agencies?

Rep. Ford. I don‘t know.

Mr. McCloy. You have handwriting experts, of course, indi-
vidual. But I would think'if you didn'*t take a Federal agency,
if you took == t¢he District of Columbia would be Federal, I

suppose, but let’s say the San Francisco, or tha New York Police,

they have the ballistic experts, something o show there is no
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self-interest in it.

Sen. Russell. Every state has ballistics testsand handwriting
and even fingerprint people, but some of them I am quite sure are

more capable than others.
My. Rankin. We can have that done for you,
I think that you all will be, if you haven't done it, in the

= : past, been interested in seeing how much you know as laymen,,

A

§ though, and can determine by a blown up picture of fingerprints, how
S '

< (,i\Qi\much it does reveal to a layman, if it is properly done, and I

) RS

SN ?§$ih1nk chat you might want to have first the explanation of the FBI

)
poy

[0
A before we go to the other source, with the idea that we would.

By ..

But let them show you what they can, ©o try to demonstrate

it to you.

Sen. Russell. I have a great confidence in the FBI. T am not
making any statements in any sense to chéllenge their ability.
I have great confidence in them and I realize all over the country
as a whole when they get down to the question of ballistics,
for example, when the states have exhausted themselves they ask the
FBI to make a study of it. But it seems o me that the FBI itself
would be glad to have that done because there is going to be un-
questionably in the years that are ahead, maybe perhaps months,
there will be so many questions raised, that it would be desirable
to have a double check made on macters of théé kind that are
capable of being investigated by another competent group.
| I_don“t th;nk anybody in the country is as competent as the
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FBI. They are undoubtedly the best.

Mc. Dulles. T wonder, then if we can't attach them to the
staff. I wonder, it wouldle difficuli to have a.staté authority
to go over its own work.

My, MeCloy. I don®t think they'woﬁid.

Mr‘vDullGé. If we put them on our staff then it would be
;o ; § the Commission doing it. I was wondering abéut ite
.E §\§§; The Chairman. I would think, gentlemen, i€ we could borrow

'f.some from the state and some of them are really good these days,

there is no gquestion about that, it would bhe much better than to
ke a hero out of one private handwriting expert who could use it

forevermore to exploit the situation.
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Sen, Russell, I agree with that.

The Chalrman., Bubt we can find those people people who are

thoroughly independent, too, of the ¥.,B.I.

Sen, Russell. I don't think that is a matter that we ought

to go out and discuss. We ought to perhaps not even refer %o

it along the line, but have it quletly in rescrve,
Mr, McCloy. That was a difficult thing.

Did his handwriting ask for that gun? It was a different namc

was it his handwrlting?

Mr. Dulles. Couldn't somebody be temporarily made a member

of the staff to do 1t?
Mr, Rankln. That could be worked out.
The Chairman. But what difference would it make?
Mr, Dulles. I% would be better, I think.
The Chairman. That wouldn't be any problem %o put him on.

Sen, Russell. A man's standing and experience would be the

determinative factor as %o what it presents. Whether he isg
Just attached to the staff or not is incidental. If he wanted
to come down that way, we could pay him as a consultant,

The Chairman. I au satisfieﬁ‘%héé we could get whatever high-

class men we needed 1n that area from the State maybe by paying

them expenses.

Mr, McCloy., There was no question about that. The ¥.B.I.

fellow was over and said, "We would be glad to check 1t,"

Sen. Russell. I don't know how they would feel about 1%.
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Théy might not like it,

Mr, McCloy. He had an F.B,I. fellow with him, I think
Katzenbach when I was over there the other day,.and I brought
this point up, and he sald if anybody wants tocheck the handwriting
or fingerprints they can do it.

e, Duiles. But we couldiput somebhody on the staff for a
couple or three weéKs and put him on the job then there would bhe
no dlfficulty of selecting one state as agalnst another gtase.

Sen. Russell, I wouldn't wané to get into that kind of
buslness. But I thinx the F,B.I. would like it., People arc going
©o be writing books with 211 kinds of bizarre and unusval claims,

Mr, McCloy. If we took one man's opinion about it without
being confirvmed,

Mr, Dulles, Can I ésk-one question about the visual aids,
Mp, Chairmen. Do the F,B.I. and the Secret Ser&ice and mayhe
the police of Texas agree on these.modelq and so forth and the
various vilsual alds you have glven us hefe, or is this Jjust
the F.B.I,?

Me, Rankln, Just the IF.B.I., and the Secret Service is
different on the distances, and I have already put that up %o
them and asked them about it.

Mr, Dulles. Can they gét together on that?

It seems Yo me if we get visual alds we ought to agree on
facts, .

The Chairmen. How much difference 1s there, Lee?

e



3 Mr. Rankin., About 11 feet, '

flep. Ford., How many, sir?

Mr, Rankin. Eleven feef,

The Chairman., And both of them are an estimate, based upon

the speed the car was moving at the time,

Rep. Ford. VYou ¢an never prove that anyway.

The Chailrman. You could never prove one was right and the othe:
Swas wrong. There is not enough dlfference, but what you could spli-
Oy

dithe difference with them and so forth.

Sen. Russell. The pictures don't give you a fixed point where
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triangle
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&'l 1d work it out mathematlcally, and i% would be a

A you cou

from the place of the bullding up to the sixth floor,

Mr. McCloy. This depends upon the speed of the car.

s;‘:’gl i -
Sen. Russell. And you would have the two factors of the right

triangle. .
The Chairman. It depends upon the speed of the car,

Mr, McCloy. Some people say the car was going 15, 16; others

gsay 12, 11, That 1s the difference,

Sen. Russell, And the Plctures can't tell you the exact -

second that the bullet strﬁck.

Me, MeCloy. Well, --

The Chairman. For instanée, there were some reports that
the instant the shot was fired, the first shot was fired that the

car speeded up. Now, I had a letter from Senator Yarborough who

sald he was in the second car behind 1¢, and he said that when the -
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4 shot was heard, that there was a noticeable slowdown almost
to the point where the motoreycle rider, as I recall it, couldn't
keep erect, and then 1t was after that they speeded up.

Now, when you are dealing wlth five seconds, you arve cutitlng

(1% pretty thin to try to tell whether it 1s 96 yards or 98 yards

[OFSURTOTE Iy

5 éfrob the first shot to the third shot.
4 ) : o
- : 12} J S e - v e R .
- kS -3 Rep. Ford. And it really isn'tesignificant; T donit think,
) w g : :
= .,
d po Q&&ﬁ;& The Chalrman. I don't think so,
2 F . Xid]
i% g:é <§§7§ﬁ Rep. Boggs. What'is really significant is whether the man
< "5 2 _
A %R > U 2 () 3 - - - ‘oo
O &< Alived or died, If. the car speeded up he probably would s6ill be

alive today., . -

Rep. Ford. In that regard, you are right,

The Chalrman. But thils was in the convext of thé distances
between the two, and how long it would take to fire the riifle, and
so forth. |

is There anything more, gentlemen, on one?

If not, we will gon to No. 2.

Now, T would suggest we leave this frequency and schedule
of Future Commission meetings %o the end because you will have
a better ldea of 1t as we go through the rest of them.

Now, the next one is B,

As you can imagilne, we~have problems about¢ press relations,
They badger the life out of Mc, Rankin, and here at the place.
They don't bother me very much any more, because i Just tell them

frankly I have no comment to make %o them, and won'% have uhtil
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5 we are ready to report, except what we give them after each meeting.
I suggest that we have a release afterevery meetlng as we
have in the past, and then try to keep frommaking any more in the
meantime. That is extremely difficult for Me, Runkin, but he believes
in i%, too, and is %rying to do the best he can.
0 5 Sen. Russell. I realize his difficultles, IMr. Chairman, but

v - cone of these releases that the New York Times, T belleve it was,

ér 2?\4& of feeling among some of the working press, particularly for
-, £ the associations, the AP and the UPI, I regard that as being very
YA A :

releases that they shouid be glven out on the same basis to

every reputabPle news gatherlng agency at the same time,

That, also, was a story that carried the agenda of the
Commiséion and setv forth as if 1% had already been approved, as
I understand we arerin the process of approving it now, and that
anticipated the actlon by the Commisslon and I regardthat as being
somewhat unfortunéte and IAhope that does not happen again,

You are familiar wifh that stpry, are you notw?

Mr, Rankin. That 1s the time we prepared this material and
the department told us to put 1% up at the Press Club and the
reporters would get 1t there. I¥ was a Friday afternoon. Ve
got it finished about six or so.

Now, at that same time Tony came up here and asked about

what we were doing, and we gave him the slip and he asked some
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questions and thogse were answered, and the other part of it wasn't
any part 6f a release and to that extent it was not included for
all the preés, arnd the criticism is corvect. .

But the_other material, about the staff and all was placed
there for everybody.

The only difficulty is that they said that doesn't get them.
They said, "We don't always g0 up there on Friday afternoon" and
chey~said "We would like %o leave our number with you, and then
have you call us if you have any release,"

And then the problenm is, if I don't get them, any one of <them
and chey don't come and get it thén they are criticél of us gbout
that, too,

Rep. Boggs. Each one of uslas that problem, If I may make
& suggestidn,ifypu want to ggt that 1istJto The press associlationg,
the AP and UPI, the main radio and televigion péople, and the bigge:
newspapers then you ought to héve Someone here who distributes it

to them, just calls them. There 1s o other way to do.d;, isn't

. that right, Senator?

"Sen. Russell, ‘ies. I think they should do it. I had %wo
or three of them speak to me about it.

vaouldn't have seen the New York Times story ~- I was
talking about, Senator Coopef was reading the paper there and.
handed-it to me and asked if I had read 1t. I hadn't,

Rep. Boggs. The Washington Post picked it up the next day and

sald it was a New York Times exclusive.
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7 ‘Sen. Russell. One of the chaps from Time or Newsweek, one,
was talking to me, and he was very indignant. If he had gotten
1% thatvday he could have gotten it in that issue, whereas the
New York Times got it.
A man who 1s in public life, and who. has ©o be elected
Yo office, he can afford to have press pets because he knows
pretty well who is going to nelp him and who 18 going to be
Y cutting his throat. But a Commission can't do 1%, a Presidential
Commission, They have got to deal it out with the same spoon

% i d ko everyone without regard to their relations with them.

+
3

S

Date

lr, MeCloy. I wonder if we want to have a man who knows his
way around on press relatlons, You suggested, Mr, Chief Justice,

you didn't know whether you wanted to do i%t, but there are so many

darned tricks in thié thing, in this galodusy amongst them and
particularly in this area, and a man who is sensitive to that milght
save us a real contretemp some time, who knows how %o get it

out and appease these fellows,

They are more disposed, he is usually one that they recognize
as a pro, and 1 wonder whether in the light of the Ruby trial
coming up and with all the intensities we are going to have from
here on out that it would be a prudent thing ©o have a man like
that,

Sen., Russell. I wouldn't know anybody I would vouch for,

The Chairman. I will tell you, and I will tell you what

I think about that. Here we have had one news release since this
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8 las® meeclng of ours which was quite awhlle ago, as you know,
and we willget into trouble on that one,
If we have a publilcity man around here, he is'going TO
want to--
Rep. Boggs. He is going to want publicity.
The Chalrman. He is golng Yo want to serve these papers,
and he 1s going to want to put publicity ouband if he isn't
; w&; everybody is going to put him out as a bad publicity man and he
.% <
ii

5 'l_ fea)

is poing to be ferretlng things around hsre end gett ing us into

trouble rather than keeplng us out of trouble, and Iwould rather

Dcteq’/]///éé? Crra

take one of.our bright young men who is on our staff, teach him
the rudimenis and teachhim how %o get any press release we-havé
é%@ to all the agencies.at The same time so there won't be any Kidkback
from them and let him do somethlng else in the meantime and forget
about trying to stir up publicity for us. |

Rep, Boggs. I agree on that.

The Chairman, I wouldn't call him a publicity man at all.
T would forget that.

Me. HeCloy. I don't mean a publicity man, But somebody
who 1s knowledgeable,

Sen, Russell;.It has its advantages, I don't know that
ﬁe would look very good with a publlic relations mén with a
Comm1 ssion of thils nature.

Mr, Dulles, Let's call him a minor historian, We can get

a. historian and let him do 1t.
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Rep. Ford. Would it be wise to borrow somebody from the
Bureau or CIA who handles theilr business in this way? That
would not be drawing somebédy from the press per se.

Mr,MCCloy. That is what I had in mind, somebody who is
a technician in this area. I dont press it.

Iff you feel -- it is just a thought of having_somebody here
%ho knows his business and'if this thing 1s anathema,why I wili
édrop it.

Sen. Russell. It has much to commend it, but also presents --

-~

The Chairman. Ves, 1t has.

a4 Sen. Russell, It also presents certain difficulties. Just an

ordinary public relations man is the last thing we want, because
Thelir idea is to get just as much publicity as he possibly can.

Because he could get the Commission,if he wanted ©g on the front

page every day.

I don't know where we would wind up, and we would be in the

4 o
3 8
© news for at least as long as we lasted.
5 LR
E E?;E?\ Sen, Cooper. May I make a comment?

I have a feeling we don't want to have a press agent, %o give
The press notice of our work, Perhaps somebody, one of %these
young lawyers, under the direction of counsel could perform
that and see whatever release; it gets into %the hands of'everyone.
As long as it has come up, I would like %o raisé‘énothef
question, I think it is only fair that T bring it up becaﬁse youA

have raised it with Dick and with the Chief Justlce, and I have
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10 been raising this, and I recognize that I have been rather unclear
for the last two months. We dildn't have much to talk about. We
were not doing very much.

But all of us have been asked, or at least I have, for
comments, I couldn't make any, and we had discussed whether
or not we would say the hearings would be on or whether we would
make a report before the Ruby Trial, our relationship with the
Ruby Trial, how loang the hearings might last and some other gquestlon
I want you to know I think it ismy duty to ralse iﬁ. And then
I did see three intervieus in whichicounsel gave in which he
discussed all these questions, it seemed %o me, the relationship
to The Ruby Trial, how long %the work of %the Commission might last.
And one other ﬁhing, it was either yesterday or today I was
callzd by the New York Teibune, I think, I didn't talk ©o them,
Grying %o raise the_éﬁestion of the political effect of this on

?s % ; the coming electilon.

Now, my only polnt in raising this Is, I believe 1f we have

press releases to make, they should be after the Commission

’lnyﬂummm“
/J///L{/ Case

Date <

determines what should be released and that the releasing be
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made on that basis, or that we from time to time authorize
Mr, Rankin to discuss certain questions with the press.
There were several questions raised.
Rep, Ford. It would protedt him;
Sen, Cooper, Not only the questlon of whether it was just

distributed, of whether the New Yorik Times got a specilal --
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Sen. Russell, But as to the content.

50

The Chairman. Yes, that is theproblem.

Sen. Cooper., UWhich we sald we didn't know anything about
or we weren't prepar d to make a comment on, and then the inter-
view saild the Commission had decided, A, B and C.

I am not, as I say our lines were rather unclear at the time.
What I am saying is in no way personal, but I think it is important
The Commission has %o speak for litself. |

Sen. "Rusgell, It does seem that the Commission should have
a little more direct relationship that antlicipates what the
Commission is ©o do, that is what I had in mind a moment ago.,
But I thinx that can be worked out.

If the Chief Justilce will initial whatever is given out,

I would be perfectly satisfied,

Rep. Boggs. I ﬁould think that too, Senator.,

Sen. Russell., T would think the Commission should have
some part in the releases and not to have them strictly of
counsel; in other words,where the Commission wouldn't be the
appendége of the counsel but the counsel being the counsel for
the Commission.

Rep. Boggs. 1 think you have to have some sort of happy
medium. I .would not think it wise, Jjust to completely tie the
hands of counsel in a situation such as this. H is the fellow
who is being harrassed by the preés, and there are many tbings

that he can say that are totally within the r.alm of the decisions



12 that have been made or -anticipated.

But I would think any policy matters would certainly have

to be by the Commission,

The Chairman. Y.s, of course.

Mr, McCloy. I don't think he should stand mute under

some of these questions.

The Chairman, No.

Mrf McCloy. VYou can say, for example, nobody is going to be
harmed. We intend to get the report éutjust as Qulckly as we can
possibly get an objective report out.

I have sald that when people came up ¢o me, and %the pendency
of the Ruby Trial is a matter of common knowledge, even though

you don't need to say one thing or another., I think in this way,

you could glve counsel some flexibility withln policy lines
sole Just doesn't have to stand dumb,

The Chalrman. For'instance, I glve you an example., We arc

ifes

-

% expecting to bang Mrs. Oswald here within a week. I would like
J

Jintoea ol

S
§ :§ Lo do, as we spoke about a moment ago, have to take her from her
%\\\'\

< home to a military establishment, transport her up here, get her
§‘
,’><
M

Archivist of

established in some hotel some place quietly, bring her up here

without any knowledge of the press at all. But sure as night
follows day, they are going tp know that we have examined her,
Rep. Boggs. Sure,
The Chairman. And if the press cbmes in and says to Mr, Rankin,

now, here; have you examined Mrs. Oswald?

m
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13 Sen, Russell. If they are going to ask him, I think the
statement should be given out, the Commission has examined
Mrs, Oswald. I think that ought to be about the'extent of it.
I don't thinkyou ough®t to go into her testimony, and things of
that nature,

The Chairman. Yes.

Rep. Boggs. That was the point I was go-ng to make. I think

L

~ : 0

: .5 it important for the public to know that the Commission is actilve
RS '

- -3 and is doing things. It doesn't necessarily mean they should

T OB g g o . e

: = F?*,Know what we are doing, but in my Judgment it would be a mistake

= * _9 ¢

Eom B o i

=M A if 311 of a sudden the Commission disappeared out of the news

totally and completely.

Sen. Russell, You couldn't do 1t if you wanted to.  They have

got too many keen people around here, and you have gotAtoo many
leaks of anything that goes on, from people right who work around
the buillding here, you can't'possibly keep it a secret and there is.
no reason why 1t should be,

After she is here and after she has testified, there is no
reason why we shouldn't give out a statement stating the
Commission has taken her testimony,

Rep. Ford. There is no reason why some facts about how she
was transported nere - shouldn 't be glven to the press.’

Rep. Boggs. How,loﬁg,shé'was here,

The Chailrman., Yes.

Mr, Rankin, Some of the press indicated to me when 1 saild



T had no comment about The work of the Commisslon, they said, if

14
you don 't give us anything we will speculate about what you are
doing.
Mr, McCloy. That is the old Army game.
Mc, Rankin., And that isn't go.ng to help us any, I am
~sure about that.
"I Mo, Dulles. And they will speculate. It 48 a little blackmail,
i : 3 Rep. Boges. And Chen they will call Jerry and me and none
3 O
= ,§ o 0f us Will tell them anything but they will put it together,
=N W
3 “J\\ 5 . . :
T Me, Dulles. I have a little worry about what 1s going to happer
3 BN
"% ., When I say ¥ am not going to Dallus, that may start a story.
= M
Mr, McCloy., You can see a virus atbtack coming up at that
B point.

Mr, Dulles. I have never done that. Because I run around
too much. |

The Chairman, Yes, I think if we have an undefétanding today
that, of course we are not SeeKing publicity but bearing in mind
that certain questlons will of necessiliy have ©to be answered
such as, "Did you take the testimony of Mrs. Oswald,” and things
of that kind, that those things can be answered with.a_minimum
of discussion or a minlmum of details and without thé discussion
of any policy matters or the length of theinquiry or the things
that are troubling us or anything of that kind, and that if we can
try that out for a little while'and seé how far we geﬁ, I think

it might be the best thing to do.
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15 Rep. Boggs. DMr. Hubert, whoseappolntmerit is being announced

today, is a distinguished lawyer, and he is a constituent of mine.

I would like to be able to say something in my local paper that

he is a fine gentleman.

The Chairman. Of course, that would be fine. I think that

‘is fine,

(2]
&)

Sen. Russell, I wouldn't denounce him iff I were jyou.

(ILaughter)

Rep. Ford. I noticed you appointed the son of a good

constituent of mine who 1s out in the State of Colorado, as a

Date?//’}//[}/ Casa .

mateer of fact.

I had no knowledge of 1ift.

a7t

”? Mr, Rankin. Mr, Slawsen,

Y2
(03060 v

Pnn

Rep, Ford, His father is a fine lawyer in my home town, bhubt

the son went %o Colorado,
The Chairman., Well, I will tell you, I didn't know until
this noon, when I was at lunch that Byron White came up to me

and said you took one of the finest young men in Colorado from

my old firm. I sald, "I had no idea,"
Mr., MceCloy., Is that Slawsen?

IMr, Rankin. That is right.

Rep, Ford. And he is the son of a constituent of mine.

Rep. Boggs. I am fine about Hubert, one, because he is

an exceedingly able and competent person and very well trained

for thls. Number Two, as you read through the F.B.I. reports and

e
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16 other'documenﬁs you will see that Oswald spent a great deal of
his 1life in that part of the world. Someone who is acqﬁainted
with these people would be helpful. |

Mr, Rankin. While he was home on a weekend someone gave
him another lead about Oswald helng connected with somebody that
may help in regard to the Mexican sitvation. I don't know,
g Almoest anything can happen down there.

Mr., McCloy., I heard Coleman. Is he the colored fellow?

Mr, Rankin. Yes.

Ie, McCloy. Somebody sald they. thought he was of the same
quality as Hastile, circult court Jjudge. You Know Judge Hastie.

The Chairman. Judge Bill Hastle.

Mpr, R nkin. He is magna cum laude.

The Chairman. He is a tremendous lawyer. He is one of the
senior members of the Dilworth firm, Mayor Dilworth's firm in
Philadelphia. He is oné of the four top men of that big firm, yes.

Sen, Russell, T never challenge any lawyer out off Philadelnhia
anybody said it-was thé41asf word ©o have been said it would
take a Philadelphia lawyer to figure it out.

Mr, McCloy. What does it mean?

Sen. Russell, Why that saylng ever got as far down south &8
that -« it 1s a common sayihg”A

Rep. Boggs. It moved as far down as my _touwn, Scnator.

Sen. Russ.ll. Did 1t? It would take a Philadelphia lawyer

fo figure this out.
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17 The Chairman, Gentlemen, is There anything further on press
relations ?

T think we can work within that without any difficulvy.

The next item is C, Delegationof Authority by Commission ©o
General Counsel %to handle administrative matters on behalf of
the Commission.

Lee, will you ©tell them about that, please?

Mpr. Rankin. Well, there are a number of matters in regard

o] “ ) ;
O to forms, and we have To have clearance for all these people

provisions with “he GSA have to be signed by somebody on behalf

of the Commlssion.

We have quite a 1little mall that the Chairman has %o sign
anyway on behalf of the Coamaieslon, asking various agéncies
and departments of the Government, and this is housekeeping
that ought to be done by, delegated to someone ©o do;

Mr, Dulles. I move it. |

Rep, Ford. Support it.

The Chairman. All in favor say aye.

(Chorus of aye)

The Chairman. Contrary-miﬁded, no.

(No response)

The Chairman., The ayes have 1t.

Next is designated Private Members of ¢the Commission and Staff

_ N




18 and Special Government Employees.

b7

e looked into the question of conflict of interests, and
we had to do that because all of these lawyers thalt we have got
have got some litigation with the Government. You know on tax
matters or something of that kind, and they were concerned
about it, about whether it would injure Them in any way, and we

ook it up with the Department of Justlce, and the Department of
;‘ 2 ¢ Justice said that if they were there for 130 daysand no more
. §;under the statute this kind of conf}ict of interest where they

S <§\ a claim against %the Government would not apply.
3
o
o}
a}

Arclhivist o

If they were there longer than 130 days, it would apply to

them, and they said that if we designated them as 130 day employees,

and then they weren't finished at that time they could éo oveEr,
but they would.still be in that classification. So we thought
it would be the hetier part ofvalor to have them desipnated
ag 130 day employees

Is that about a falr rspresentation of it, Lee?

Mr, Rankin, Yes,

Rep, Ford. I so move.

‘

Mr.:Dulles. Could T jﬁst ask a questlon?

They are getting a salary from the Commission and not from
the firms? | |

Mr, Rankin, ' They are getting 1t only from the Commission
except some of the senior lawyers, I have never discussed whether

they continue to get paild from thelr own firms, but there is no
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19 problem of that kind in regard to consultants.
The problem is when they are --
Me., Dulles. Is that sure?
Mr. Rankin., No, there is a new statute in regard to that.
Mr.'Dqlles. I ¥now, but I have been all over that, and I
thought --
Mr, Rankin. That is what the Department of Justice told us.

The Chairman., The Department of Justice told us that.

C
wi Sen. Russell. It at least affects retired officers in the
NG ’
- Q§‘7§?Army and Navy. They cannot take a government job but they can
veg N 2 be employed as consultants for 130 days.
< & QA

Mr, Dulles. And taxe their two pays? I don't think They

can take two pays.

Sen, Russell, Ves, they can. There 1is a pension statute
on it. You can't give them regular employment. * Youcan't employ
one, for exampie, on the staff of the Armed Serviées Committee,
but you can employ him as a consultant for, say, ten or twenty
days, or you can enter into a contract with him for a lump
sﬁm to do a specific job and that takes it out of the conflict of
interest.

Mr, Dulles. Jack, you and I are in somewhat the same
position., I had planned to serve without compensatlon.as a member
of This Commission,

Mr, McCloy. I don't ask for any compensation, I just accept

my expenses. Becsuse your expenses sort of run up. But I don't
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20 care about compensation,
Mr, Dulles. That is fThe same, I guess, with everybody else
on the Commission.
Mr, Rankin, The rest of the Commission 1is belng part of the
Government, and not authorized except for expenses.,
i : : Th. Chairman. Not unless it is to get travel expenses.

g | Me, Dulles., I am getting a pension from the Government.

SRS R PR o
(

Sen. Russell, That is not a pension, it is retlrement.

EREE R
R Me, Dulles. It is retlrement.
- féj;ﬁ\ Sen. Russell, That is not a pension.
tE N g
o B : G \Tin
g B4 Mr, Dulles. Excuse me.

Mr, MeCloy. There is no question about your paying travel

expenses ?
Mr, Rankin. No,
"The Chairman. No, nonewhatsoever,
Rep. Ford, Do you want a motion on this, Mr, Chairman?
The Chairman; Yes,
Rep. Ford. 1 so move,
The Chairman, Is there a second?
M;Q Dulles, Seconded.
" The Chairman. There is Draft Résélution Attachhent L, 1s
there further discussion?
All in favor will say aye.

(Chorus of aye)

The Chairman. Contrary-minded?
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21 (No response)
The Chairman. <The ayes have i%t.
Now, we have a question ralsed by Congressman Wymanas to
the validity of this resolution, because it did no%b staée that
it was -~ what was 1t?

Mre. Rankin., Not for a l:gislative purpose.

2 g § The Chairman, Not for a legislative‘purpose‘
; % é I don't think that there would be any necessity of golng
é é; back for that and doing anything.
57; é?:EE? Mr, McCloy. ©No.

S: Ry
S

Mr, Rankin. The Department's memorandum is set out here
after the resolution, and 1t isclear that There isn't anything-~
like that required, and the Congress has supported the Executive
Branch in doing, subpenas and all those things for years 1ln various
legislation that is independent of a legislative purpose. So
it just suggested that letfers similar to,like the drafting
to him, explaining the fact.

Rep. Ford, Will go to Congressman Wyman?

Mr, RanKin, Yes.,

Rep. Boggs. I so move.

.The Chalrman. Is fthere a second?

Mr, Dulles. Secohded.

The Chairman., All in favor say aye.

(Chorus of aye)

The Chairman. Contrary-minded?
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The Chairman. The ayes have it

Next is the interview of Mrg, John F, Kennedy,

I have been thinking about that very considerably, too,
and I wondered 1f the proper thing %o do wquldn't be perhaps to
talk to her brother~iﬁ—law, Robert Kennedy, the Attorney General,

and ask him if some time at her lzisure, and irher own way,

; é if she would give us a statement of exactly how she saw this

2 : ‘3 thing happen. Somehow or other, I sort of recoil agalnst bringing
; t\\w“

5 & ~&\ that 1little womanhere and questioning her about anything of that
& o8 B

S & 8 kind.

But her brother-in-law can, I think, do this thing for us,

and I think 1% ought to be a matter of record before the Commission,

and I am of the opinion that would be the easicst way to do i®,
Rep. Boggs. I so move, that.weask him %o do that.
Rep, Ford.. I suppoft that,
Scn. Russell. Does that mean it will not be under oath?
The Chalrman, I would think so,
Rep. Boggs. I would think it should be formal, Mr, Chairman.
The Chairman. I beg your pardon: She can have it atteéted;
Rep. Ford, I think that isuihpbrkant; to have her write

it and sworn to. |
Scen. Russell. That is very important because somebody will

be raising an issue about 1t the first thing.

The Chairman, Yes,

/7
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Rep. Boggs. I would also hope in this connection that
the Attorney General would have somepody else do 1it, like
Katzenbach, not himself, because of the obvious. family connections

The Chailrman. Yes.

Me, Dulles. I think, I would préfer ©o have somebody else do
it. But I wonder whether we shouldn't leave open the possibility
of the Chief Justice calling on Mrs, Kennedy. |

Rep. Boggs. That is a wonderful suggestion.

Mr, Dulles. I think that would be much better.

Mr, MeCloy. Katzenbach talked to me about it, He said, I sece
no difficulvy. What I would like %o know ahead of time, what I
thought was if somebody from the Commission, and Ikhad you }n mind,
Mr, Chief Justice, would call on her, at a certain time, but in
order to sort of ease it for her, could you just give him a liﬁtle
ahead of time what the general line of queStioning would be so'
she could be thinking about it a little bit and he said then T
can prepare for it.and that would be perfectly appropriatge,
but he thought you ought to call on her rather than asx<her to
come here or somebvody Should call on her rather than ask her to
come here, and give him a liﬁtle advance notice of it so that
she could be trying to think of it.

Mr, Ronkin, I am sure-that can be worked out.

I would like to speak off the record a minute in regard to
this matter,

(Discussion off the record, )
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(Discussion off the record.)

The Chairman. On the record.

Rep. Boggs. I would like to say only, to put it in the form
of a motion maybe, that in the case of the widow of the late
President, and in the case of the President and his wife, that the
Commission authorize its Chairman, the Chief Justice, to take
whatever steps he deems advisable to get whatever testimony may
be percinent from those people.

The Chairman. What motion would you make concerning Governor
Connally and his wife?

Rep. Boggs. They would be included, I would think, under the
same cerms,

The Chairman. How about Senator Yarborough and whoever else
was there in the front seat with President Johnson?

Mr. Boggs. What I Qas thinking of was of.the top people that
you as Chairman could handle it. The rest of them ¥ wouldn’t
have any hesitancy about calling Ralph varborough in here and ask

him what happened.

The Chairman. I understand. Is that the sense of the

meeulng, ganlemen9 If it is, that will be done.

The next one is Ixem G un&er 2, Conference W1ch CIA, dec151on

«Q—? ve rJ’H»«f\-M(
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Authority C
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iwit Yo Le as to disclosure of mauerlala to CIA for purposes discussed at

meeting of January 14, 1964.
Now, I will just state generally what it is, and then Iee

can go on farxther. But ILee has been having some discussions with

915~
vars G
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the CIA concerning any possible connections dhat Oswald might

have had with the Soviets, and they would like to have us give to
them certain of our vecords so they can show them to some of their
people, namely a couple of persons who have defected from Soviet
Russia, and I raised the question with Lee as to whether we should
do that without taking some very careful precautions because if
we should do that, and these pecple should turn out to be countei-
intelligence agents, and then something would develop Ffrom Russia
about this, about the thing as a result of what chey saw, this
Commission would look awfully bad before the woxrld, and I mysels
question the advisability of showing those recoxds to any defector

I personally would be willing to bring the CIA here, let then
see what we have in that regard, and then let the CTA do what it
thinks should be done in order +o verify or di;prove it or amplify
it in any way, shape or form. WNow that is my own view.

Lee, would you like to express yourself further on it. Vou
didn’t agree with me exactly.

Mr. Rankin., Well, the Chief Justice also suggested that
possibly we should have a meeting with the represéntatives of the

CIA and the FBI and the Secret Service that gave us these materials

and see what their suggestion was about handling them. These two

defectors are men who were formerly in the sexvice of the comparabl
unit of the Soviet Union.
Mr. Dulles. #6B,

Mr. Rankin. UGB, and the CIA people say they couldn't hardly

TOSSESRET
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defect back again without being in plenty o% troaudble and they

don't believe there is any prospect and they say also when they
have had anything like that they have had plenty of notice in
advance that there was a consideration that they might go back
but they do think they could be very helpful because they can
interpret these materials and suggest inquiries that we should
make to the Soviet, that the CIA personnel wouldn't know how to
do in the same way because they don’t know the detail of the
operacion like these defectors.

So they want to know if they couldn't see some basic material
themselves and if they would be permitted to show them to these
defectors, and that is our problem. They think that would be very
helpful.

Now they suggest, and our conference, Allen went with us on
this conference with the CIA, and they suggest that, they think
the incquiry to the Soviet should be made goverameni-toO-government,
if the State Department would approve that, and we would check it
out with them, and that the questions to the Soviet should be very
poinced, so that if they don't answer them, they can’'t just answex
them in a very general manner and get away with it, but the
questions would be in such pointed form, wpuld be did you ox
- didn’t you, did Oswald do gertain things orx didn’t he, as much as
possible, I am talking about the CIA and the problem of Ffurnishing
them part of this information, and they would like to exhibit it

to two defectors, who were a part of their intelligence system in
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the Soviet before they came over here and defected) and they have

great confidence in them, the CIA, but the question -

Mr, Dulles. Théy were not before, after fhey defected in
these two caseé. They were part of the KEB when they defected.

Mr,. Rankin. Yes.

My . Dulles. 2and since then have been working very closely
with us, one has been working six or seven years and one about
two years.

Mr, Dulles. VYes, but prior to defecting they were with the
KGB, isn't that right?

Mr. Rankin. They were with the KGB, one was in Vienna and
one was in Finland and fairly high up in the KGB. The material
they have in mind is nothing that is really classified in one
sense. It would be the material Ehat Oswald himself wrote, Oswald
diary, letters and things of that kind in Russia, and it would be
that type of material. They wouldn’t want to show them any
material that was sort of generally classified. Some of this has
not been disclosed to the President. ©Some of it has been par-
tially disclosed but:it is the form of the writing, and so forth,
and things of that kind that are very -- méan a good deal to a wman

who is working on the inside of the Soviet Secret Service. As I

say, it is nothing that normally would be classified. It is only

that all of what was obtained from Oswald has not yet been dis-

closed to the Mmerican press.

Sen. Russell. Do you have anything from Oswald by ithe way of



Mr. Dulles. VYou have seen it all,

Sen. Russell. aAnd the FBI?

Mr. Dulles. There is 6ne thing I have asked about today,
that is referred to in the FBI report. We haven't any macerial at
all,

Sen. Russell. They are not going to tell you anything. We
would have to forward the duestions to the State Department,iﬁ
would have to be cleared through the Ambassador and cleared with
the Foreign Minister and get to the equivalent of their Attorney
General and say what are we going to tell these silly Amerigans.

Mr. Dulles. But they arxe in a bit of a box,.Senatbr, be~
cause if they have any inkling of this and they may haﬁe some
inkling of this, I dén‘t know, for example, we know or we believe
we know from Oswald that he got X amount of momey at certain times,
Now, I wouldn't tell that to the Soviet. But I would say that
we have some information, we don't have to say how we got ik, it
would be from Mes. Oswald or however it might be, some of it did
come fxom her, ﬁhat the Soviet had paid him certain money, would
they kindi& advise us how much and over what time.

Rep. Boggs. .There'is not over and Beyond what the report
shows.. |

Mr. Dulles. No. But I don’t think you ought to tell. I
mean, this is a question for this Commission to decide, if we are

going to get anything, we have got probably to let the Soviet

't’r‘, iMAy_/‘ﬂS’
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know that we have, or let them induce LhaZ we have a good deal,

Rep. Boggs. Where did we get the information from, what
he got?

Mr. Dulles. From his letters.

Rep. Boggs. Not £rom the Soviets?

Mr. Dulles. HNo. We haven't anything from the Soviet. Ue
know he was hospitalized. We know he tried to commit suicide
over there. We know they extended his permissioﬁ. Now, I thinlk
we ought to‘n- there ought to be questions put to them but don?t
give them all the answers because ghey can just take our guestcions
and answers and say these are the énswers. I think we ought to
give them a clue that we know a good deal because otherwise what
is the s§ tuation going to be later.if we do publish, and I think
the Commission probably will pullish later all this material. ond
they will say here you deceived us. I don’t mind deceiving the
Soviet particularly becavse T think that might be very helpful,

We can say we gave you a chance to answer these.questions,
wa told you we knéw,something about.this but you never gave us
an answer so that fhe drafting of these questions I think is going
to be rather delicate a matter but I ohlnk it can be done and I
think it oughn to be done qulckly

Rep. Boggs. ‘Is it proposed that this be carried out by-the
CIN?

Mr. Dulles. No.

den. Ruwssell. as T understand it, the CIA wantg to show this
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to two former secret service men %o get sug estions so they can,

knowing the background of operations hexe, they can help the CIA
prepare questions to give to the Department of State.

Mz, Dulles. The Depariment of State will send them without
reference but saying From.

Rep. Ford. It would be a request by the Commission through
the Department of State.

The Chaizman. Ves.

Mz. Dulles. The Commission would reqguest the Depariment of
State, in consonance with their foreign policy, to make an inguiry,
further inq&iiy -= the Soviet has Ffurnished information, Some of
it about the-ﬁhited Staces, not a word about what happened in
Russia, two and a half years he was there not a word, and we know -

Rep. Foxd. and it would have the authority 6f a request by
us through proper channels to the Department .

Mr. Dulles. Yes. From some talks I had, incidentally, that
is the way the State Department would Llike it bui they would like
to see and I think it WOuld be wise, if the Chairman agrees, and
the Commission agrees, o show the State Depargment our letter, so
chat we don't ask them anyching or create a reecord, I would show
them our letter, work it out with Davis ortothers over there so
that they are in entire agreement with what is sent, and the CIA
I think has sent you today some suggestions as to questions, I
dontt Lnow whether they have reached ycu yet oxr not.

Mz. Rankin. They have.
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Rep. Ford. May I ask you this, in reference to your ques-~

tion, Mr. Chaixman?

The Chairman. VYes.

Rep. Ford. Does it have to be a matter of record for anybody
other than ourselves and CIA that these individuals within theix
agency have perused these documents?

Mr. Dulles. No, not unless they yell.

Mr. Rankin. He is afraid they wmight give it away.

Rep. Ford., I see.

The Chairman. I thought before we did i@, if we were giving
an FBL report to the CIA for that purpose, ordinarily, I would
say yes, let them see everything, but to show to a Russian de-
feétor, before I did that, before I gave the CIA a report of the
Secret Service ox the FBI, I would want to get the CIA represen~
tative in the same room with the Secret Service and the FBY and
tell them, "Now thié is the situation we are presented with. Is
 there any objection to our dping it in this way"?

Rep. Ford. And have them as a matter of record approve it,

The Chairman. Yes, approve it.

Rep. Ford. I think that is fine.

The Chairxman. I would be afraid to do it otherwise, we
might get into trouble.

Rep. Foxd. I think that is a good reservatipn, I agree.

Thz Chairman. 2dny objection to that, géntlehen?

Mr., Rankin. I would like to have the record show that we




we could talk to about the approach to make tb the Soviet Union
but we haven't yet gotten their approval +o approach the governme:
to-government, and thait is to be done yet.

The Chairman. Ves.

Mr., Rankin. So that is still ahead of us.

The Chairman. AlL right.

Sen. Cooper. We areé not making a decision at this moment of
showing these records to these defectors.

Sen. Russell. I understood if all thésé different agencies
agreed to it, yes.

The Chairxman. ves.

. Dulles. May I make just a slight amendment to that be~
cause if the FBI agrees to have its material, T don't think the
Secret Service should be able to veto that Ox .vice-versa. Ti
seems to me one should; through this machinery, clear with the
agencies whose report it is, and ocbviously these reports, I don’'t
think, would ever be shown o the defectors in the form of an
FBI report. They would be +old it is a FBI renort.,

The Chairman. We don't know if we give it o them,

Mr., Dulles, I would just have that arrangement with them. 7
don't think they ought to be given it as an FBI report. The infor
mation in the report will be used in interrogating and questioning

these fellows.

Sen. Cooper. Why then couldni® the CIA people read the
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report, get £rom it such information as they needed to interrogatc
cthese men without ever discussing to them aay source?

He. Dulles. They don't need to disclose éhis éomes from
the FBI or Secret Service.} But if they used, let's say Oswald®s
memorandum, then that is different. No mattexr how that had been
obtained, whether it had been obtained by the Secret Service or
the FBI, they would want to show them the texe aﬁd mayke the hand-
writing and the Russian, some of these things are in Russian, to
the defectors,

Me. Rankin. Yes. They said they wanted to show the par-
ticular documents because they also thinl there may be a possibili
Of codes.

Sen. Cooper. I sce.

Mr. Rankin. They would want o go into that, too.

The Chairman. IT thexe are no deecc1onu‘Lhen, genLlemen,
that is what we w11l do.

Mr. Dulles. Would it be clear if the a§ency involved gives
its  approval then there is no difficulty, without asking a third
partcy agency to coﬁgur, tﬁat is the only thing I was afraid of
the way it was stated, Mr. Chai;man.

The Chairman. Well, this whole thing is intermixned, the
Secret Serxvice found one thing in the home of Oswald, theé FBI

found another, and somebody else found another .

Low I think beforxe we get into the thicket we probably ought

e 1AM | May 19757
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was his record or not. It isntt just permission that we are look-
ing for. We are lopking for a measure of procegtion after this
thing is all over so there wone be any come back on itfrom any
crganization that we disclosed semething to the Soviets that were
involved in this assassination.

I doa't see any reason why we should fear any opposition from
the other organization if -~

Sen, Russell. They will all come out in the same place on

The Chairman. I think so. Do you have any reason to think
otherwise, Allen? ' o

Mr. Dulles. I don®t know., T don’t thinlk anybody can say,
M. Chairman. I have no reason.

Mr. MeCloy. If they do that, they can come back to us.

Sen. Russell. The chap who vetoed it would be embarrassed .

'-._ ,,_,;;_:~_ T et s T Pl 3 s

Thé Chalrman. We wmll Next go to Item H under Roman Numbexr
II, remains of Lee Harvey Oswald, letters recgived from Nocholas
Katzenbach. |

Now that situation is that this man is buried in a cemetery,
and it takes officers around the clock to waich him, watch and
see that they don't come in and exhume him and do something that

would further injure the country, and so it has been suggested

that to save expense they exhume him and then cremate him. But
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the mother has made some public statements aboui that, and said
she doesn’t care how much it costs or what it is, she just won't
consent to his cremation.
His wife, since she has cane over to this country, has been
studying the Catholic religion, and while she hasn't vet accepted
L
- it, she does go to two Catholic churches, and the Catholic church,
£ 5 - I think we all know, is opéosed‘on religious gréund o crewation,
and I think if we gave any consent o any one crematcing tcthis man,

we would be in trouble, and I would —-

Sen. Russell. Do we have jurisdiction of that? Tt would

Ddtej/ij/‘:g/ Crisn

seem to me it would be in the court down there in T was. I doatt

see that we would have any right to pass on that.

The, Chairman. I would think so. But the question might

arise before this thing as to something on that body now. I don't

know what it is. t might be the course of the bullet. Tt might

i=1

-

be something else. But I don’t think we would want that disposed
of until our report had-béen ﬁade. |

Rep. Boggs. ‘Absolutély not.

Seh. Russell. Because then they would make a case on it. <
tﬁought we might do this. I thought we might get some mausoleum
to take this body, and seal ;t up and put it in ‘the mausoleumn,
iunknown.to anybody else, if‘they can do that, aﬁd-no one woﬁld
know where it was, the wife would consent to it, I think, and the
mother hasn't got anything to say about it anyway if the wife

consents to it, andii,would have that done rather than to dig up
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or cremate that body. We might get into a greét religious con-
troversy.

Rep. Boggs. I am a little concerned about moving him. You
remember when, it is funny how history repeats itself, but all
the controversy about the body ultimately of Lincoln.

The Chairman, Lincoln?

ki)

7
S

Sen. Russell, HNot only that, Jo hn Willkes Booth, the people

NS

Q

zfg'swore at the last that wasn't Booth they killed down here at that

Prtod Step e

3?§barn in Virginia. <You remember the Navy puthis body way down
>
< 1$§here in the Navy Yard and you have heen having People claiming
ks ~ o] i i «
% A to be John Wilkes Booth since then all over the United States.

Mc., McCloy. When I was in the War Bepartment they opened

up and found these recoxds, they opened up this record of the

burial of John Wilkes Booth's bedy. It is the most dramatic thing
you ever read. It told about how they took him with a lantern

in some fort down here and dumped him in the vater, I think it

was.

Sen. 'Russell. pPut round shot around him. That just happened
here a few years ago, that.came out,

Mr. McCloy. That saw the light of day a few years ago. Mr.
Stimson and I lookéd at that when it was opened up.

Sen. Russell, I believe it is better to have somebody paying
for watching that grave a little vhile longer. Is hé bured in
Dallas or Fort Worth?

Mr. MeCloy. I don't think we ought to have on the record

I-i\



~
r—
ouy

» S -

that we are moving in this thing. We are not saying anything aboui
it.
Sen. Russell. If the wife is not willing to have him moved

it is a guestion of watching, to prevent some body snatcher from

removing him,

: Rep. Boggs. I would like to move -- how do you move somg-—
0 : ; =
‘thing without doing it? The point I am making is, I listened to
= & “

‘3 : o] \ o 3 o ‘ ~ oo U . .
= : Owha ¢ you just said, Mc. Chief Justice, if you move that body,

S N ;
& 5\§\\I don't caxe if you move that body 20 foot over to somewhere else

fsomebody is going to say that is not the body and you are going
o have to have sonebody go down there and pull it out of that
mausoleum and have X—rays made and prove it is his body. It may
cost a little money to have a cop or two arxound there but it is
worth it.

The Chairman. I would much prefer that.

Sen. Russell, 'Léave it thexe uncil we‘complete our work.

Sen., Cooper. Here is what the man says, the lot is owned
by his mother, Marguerite, and he 'doesn’t know whether she would
want anybody in there trying to strengthen the vaule. Of course
she wouldn*t do anything about it, unless his wife agreed to it
being moved, but it is being protected by the City Police and they
don®t kngw how long it is gbing to ke protected.

Mc, Rankin, It is Fort Worth.

Seﬁ. Cooper. It 'is not within our competence.

Rep. Boggs. It is our competence to tell the U. S. Department

| i e
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15 of Justice, through Nick Katzenbach, to tell somebody down there,

to tell the Dallas authorities, to gei that going.

The Chairman. That is the best way to o it but what T was

thinking was if it had to be a choice between cremation and sone-

thing else, I wouldn't take cremation by any stretch of the

imagination.

—

3 ;
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% o i Rep. Boggs. Cremation is out of the guestion.
& 8 : :
I The Chairman. But I think the suggestion that has been made
B 3 © M is most sensible, and we should txy to insist on it.
o XN 2
T <>\\Q\‘ o
J o ‘<'4i\ - Rep. Boggs. Right.
ERSIIE N\
5 ; % The Chairman. If there is no objection, Lee, will you do
e m &

Mr. Rankin. Yes.
The next item is procedures to he £ollowed by

The Chairman.

the Commission.

Now we have a resolution here which will authorize any
Commissioner to issue subpoenas, take testinony, and so forth,
and I think the Department of Justice and ourselves both believe
that that should be done, accomplished by the adoption of a
resolution so there won't be any question about it.

Mr. Rankin., That is on 7.

Mr. McCloy. Seven, eight and nine.

Sen. Cooper. Seven is general authority.

The Chairman. Is there a motion concerning seven?

I move the adoption of seven.

Sen. Russell,
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Rep. Ford. Support.

The Chairman. Is there any discussion?

All in favor will say aye.

Contrary minded?

The ayes have it.

Now, under eight the resolution is to the effect that each
menmber of éhe Commission is authorized individually to issue
subpoenas, require the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and

w
(=]
0
Ezﬁ the production of any evidence that relates to any matter undex

e

! i§é investigation by the Commission. Each memker of the Commission
§ S auﬁhorized individually co administer oaths and affirmations,
xamine witnesses and receive evidenge concerning any matter under

investigation by the Conmission.

The general counsel of the Commission, J. Lee Rankia, is
authorized to administer oaths and atfirmtions, examine witnesses
and receive evidence conéerning any matter under investigation
by the Coﬁmission;

Sen. Russell. That éecond paragraph, e¢ach member of the
Commission is authorizéd individually to issue subpoenas, I thinlk
thét ought to be related in some way tp‘this resolution number,
the preceding one, I think it should say “"when designated by the

Chairman", should be added thére. 'If you don’t, it is going to
make it look as if~each'oﬁe of us has got a right to go out on a
barnstorming mission of our own, to be calling ub’witnesses._

Would there be any objection, "each menber of the Commission,
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o when designated by the Chairman?
Rep. Foxd. I have the same reaction.
Sen. Russell. Thatought to.be tied up -~ "gmthorized in-
dividually"”, I think I would strike out chat "individually", I
would say "eachmerber of the Commission when authorized by the
Chairman oxr the Commission”,
? P Sen. Cooper. Or the Commission.

A \
~SULES

: Sen Russell. "May issue subpoenas requiring the atitendance
0

o]

O and testify."

=T % |
N U 1 ) . ) 0 2 : (!
5 cx;f:$ Mr. Dulles. If yai put that in at the beginning of the
= X : , ,
E < 66 £first paragraph you won't have to repeat it, and specify "when
< &

so authorized by the Chairman”.

Sen. Russell. That is a good suggestion.

Mre. Dulies. Right after "specified".

Sen. Rusgell, At the end of the first péragraph, "when
designated by the Chairman."

Mr, MecCloy. Then the Chairman could just write a letter that
- could be put into the record.

The Chairman. Gentlemen, I think that is all right, if you
mt it that way.

Any other correcﬁions to make on ité Is there any discussion
of it? If not, is there a motion?

Mr. McCloy. Move it.

The Chairman. Seconded.

All those in favor say aye, contrary minded.
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The ayes have it.

The next one is resolved that the following are hereby
adopted as the rules of the Commission in conneétion with hearings
conducted for the purpose of the taking of testimony or the
production of evidence:

= § : L. One or more members of the Commission shall be present

LS

S ! at all hearings. If more than one Conmissioner is present, the

Chairman of the Commission shall designate one of these

/ Case

SCommissioners as the presiding Commissioner.

2. The Commission or any member of the Comnmission ox any

v

by S A%
te 7//

Du

Avebhivisd o

agency designated by the Commission for such purpose may administe:
oaths and affirmations, examine witnesses and receive evidence.

3. Process and papers of the Commission issued undex rara-

graph (d) of joint resolution, and so foxrth, shall be yeturnable
no less than three days from the date on which such process ox
papers are issued and shall state the time, place and general
subject matter of the héaring. In lieu of such process and papérs
ﬁhe'Commission may request the presence of witnesses and Pr o=
duction of witﬁess evidehce by written notice-mailed no less than
three days prior to date of thé hearing.

4. No notice or the period of notice received in raragraph
3 may be waived by a witness. .

5. == if any of you would like to stop any place along here -
because it is a rather long one.

Sen. Russell. I don't like to be nitpicking all the time,
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but if you had two men whowere here and one of them had been
designated to be Chairman and the other -- and there is one
designated as Chairman -~ for some reason he had to leave the
meeting, I think you would have to suspend it under this ox the
witness would have a perfect defense against any charging of
concempt or othexwise.

o f § Isn’t there some way, Mr. Rankin, you could word that where

gfone was to leave that he should have the authority to designate
the remaining member?

25;\§>\ Mr. Rankin. Ox you could have the orderof presiding, which-
ever you prefer.

Sen. Russell., It seems to me that should be done. If you

don’t the witness would raise in some case later on if he refused

to testify and you wouldn?t have a good contenpt csse if he wasalt
designated as a chairman, if the presiding examiner was not ﬁhere.

Mr. Rankin, What if we put afiter "shall designate one of
the Commissioners, "after the word one "theorder in which the
COmmissionefs,éhall preside?

Sen. Russell, That would be perfecitly all right.

Mr. Dulles. I wondér'if the last paragraph of the resolution
we just adopted is conéistént with what we axe now adopting be-
cause I don't &know whether technically unless we change the
resolution we are now considering Mr. Rankin alone could take
testimony. |

I wonder if we shouldn?t put in one or more members of the
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22 Sen. Russell. Ordinarily it is all right. But I have an
engagement for a large group of people with the Secretary of Agri-
axlture either Monday or Tusday of next week and if that doesn®t
conflict Monday would really be the best day because that is
usually the lightest day in the congress.

The Chairman. I will be avallable any day you want me. So

<.

Lo
0 we will work it.:
S L. :
: \ » . . 3 .
s Well, gentlemen, now this officeis available to you any time
-
= < D a
& <§ cg$ you want to come over here to work and you have got stenographic
5 Y g '
% & A help, you have everything you want and if there are more than

a

can work here comfortably you can work in another room, they have
got the space. This is your room right here.

Rep. Boggs., I think these quarters are very fine.

Mr. Chairman, you and Mr. Rankin will handle the press
release.

Sen, Cooper. I want to say I think this has been a véry good
meeting, very helpful. |

The Chairman. There isn’t much we want to tell them.

Rep. Boggs. I think this is a very, very'finé document. I .
want to congratulate the staff for getting it up.

Rep. Ford., May I make just one suggestion, we have had two
such files 1ike this. Is thgﬁé any way of having a looseleaf book .
for each of us which would have a little firmer, more permanent
method of keeping these things?

Me. Rankin. I think we could do that.
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fhe Chairman. Ves.

Mr. Dulles. Very useful.
Rep. Ford. This is a little £limsy.

Rep. Boggs. I am suve I don't have to suggest that somebody

pick these up.

Mr. Rankin. These are for you to take along.

Mr. Dulles. There is no date.

The Chairman. Goodnight, gentlemen.

Sen. Russell. Goodnicht.,

Monday will be all right for me.

The Chairman. All right, Senator. We will see you later.
My. Dulles. Monday.

(Whexeupon, at 5:50 p.m., the Commission recessed, to

Yeconvene Monday, January 27, 1964.)
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Commission or its counsel shall be present at all hearings?
—

Mr. Rankin. I was trying to avoid not having a Commissionewr
Present. I thought that there might always be questions raigsed
and it looks bad for the counsel to be ruling on guestions.

Sen. Russell, i couldn’t agree with you more. If I under-
stood it, you could swear them as a prosecuting officer swears
a juror or Zmpanels a jury vhen he impanels them before hé stares
a criminal case, but I don't think there should be a hearing
without a Commissioner.

Mr. Dulles. vYou don't think it is inconsistent, and receive
evidence on any matter within the Commission, then we say at
every hearing he shall be present at all hearings.

Sen. Cooper., Do you consider that the last paragraph of 7
limits your ~-

The Chairman, We haven’t gotien to that, John, we haventt
gotten through John.

Rep. Boggs. HI wonder.if it woﬁldn’t be a good idea for the
general counsel to be present at all hearings, if he doesn't mind.

The Chairman. The general céuﬁsel might not be able to be
there at all times. We might want to hold one here and one sbme
other place by forced dra.ft7

Sen. Russell. Somethihg special, one of these other lawyers
could be able ﬁo exanine and ask questions.

Sen. Coopex. Unless there was a hearing.at which the nunber

was present.
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Mr. Rankin. I had thought that the following resolution took
care of it but there could be a hearing without the Commission.
Rep. Ford. This simply gives you authority in the praesence
of a Commissioner, that is what it was.,
Sen. Coopexr. HMaybe there would be some witness coming vou
would‘want to take testimony.
v g ; Me. McCleoy. Suppose you can't be present, Mr. Rankin. Can
any of your stafif administer an oath, your depu;y administer an

oath, if he is conducting?

//;é/ Case ...

,..~:. K . o ) ‘ . , ~
& Mr. Rankin. If he was specially designaced, and I thought
.

Date” />

it was safer to do it this way and come back to vor because we

JARCTOR S
LAXCLY L

By ..

want to be sure to screen any proposals to take testimony and be
sure the Commission knows what is being proposed in advance vather
than have one who would want ©o go out and take some testimony

and then we would get into trouble about it. So I thought that
if there --

Mr. McCloy. VYou would have to have another meeting of this
full Commission or a quorum before perhaps somebody other than
you is authorized to administer oaths.

Mr. Rankin. But I contemplate there will ba--

The Chairman. I doubt the wisdom of that.

Sen., Russell, I don’t-think it rasults from this because
you have got Commissioners there, you have merbers of the
Commission there and if you are not there they can administer

oaths.



Mr. Rankin. Oh, yes,

84

Sen. Russell. &and any other attorney or lawyer who had
made some special study or some aspect of this ﬁatter could proceec
to examine the witness. This doesn'i say only you can conduct
the éxamination. It says you may do it.

HMe. McCloy. Tt says he is authorized to do this, examine
withesses. Héw about the deputy, is.he authorized to examine
witnesses?

Mr. Rankin., I think the right to examine witnesses is a
right that you don't have to auﬁhorize. |

Rep. Ford. It is inhgrént in the organization.

Mr. Rankin. In the office.of attoxney.

Sen. Russell, 15 Senator Cooper points out, it is in the
second paragraph of No. 9 very clearly aﬁyhdw, because that reads
‘the Commission or any nember of the Commission or any agent or
agency designated by the’attorney for such purpose may administer
oaths and affirmations and examine witnesses and receive evidence,
so that certainly would take  care Of it.

My. McCloy. I have no doubt'it:takgs care of it. But it
is just so you don’t have any inconsisteﬁcy in the earlier
resolution. |

The Chairman. Iee, yoﬁ are satisfied under these, are you,
if I should designate Congressman Boggs to tale testimony of
witnesses, and you are away some place taking testimony of Witness

Eo

Y, that one of the other menbers of your staif could come in there
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23 and could take the testimony?
Mr. Rankin. Yes.
The Chairman. And answer the questions?
Mr. Rankin. Ves, or someone could even take ny place if I
was unable to continue.
; The Chairman. Yes.
5 ; ; Rep. Ford. In answer o that, and I think you have got a
¢ real good point there, turn to the seccond paragraph in nine,.I

© is, the Commission or any member of the Commission or any

O
; quess i
é%;agenu or agency designated by the Commission or a pve51d1ng
£§ Commissioner. For such purpose, I think youhave got to expand
that a little bit xight there.
Sen., Russell. 7VYou are getting a little redundant when you
@%% say the Commission or aay member of. ¢he Commission presiéing.
Rep. Boggs. Any member of the Commission..
Sén. Russell. That covers it.
Rep. Ford. ves.
Sen. Russell. You are getting redundant.
Rep. Boggs. I think you already havé it. The Commission
or any member of the Commission. |
Sen. Russell. That seems to be redundant.
Rep. Ford. %¥ou are right, excuse me.
The Chairman. All rigﬁt.
Gentlemen, we will go over to page 2 now, No. 5, “"At the

opening of any hearing at which testimony is to be received a
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menber of the Commission shall xread into the record a statement

24

setting forth the nature of the Commissioner's inguiry and the
purpose for which the witness has been asked to testify or produce

evidence. A copy of this statement shall be given to cach witness

6. "0 witness shall have the right to be accompanied by

counsel of his owmn choosing who shall have the right to advise the

i
(9]
v
O
0
s witness of his rights under the laws and Constitution o
~—i
Mg
2
a

£

he

o

3 K3

United States, and to make brief objections to questions. Nt the
conclusion of the witness' testimony counsel shall have the richt

to clarify the testimony of the witness either by questioning the

é%% witness or by the submission of a statement on the witness! be-
halgf.”

Now, why do you put "or by the submission of a-sctatement on
the witness behalf"thgre? That woﬁld give some flqmboyant felliow
who wants to write a book or something on this the xight to put
in a whole carload of stuff in on us and I don't thinl I would let
him do it.

Rep. Boggs. Make it part of the recoxd.

The Chairman. Yes. |

Mr, Rankin. We will jﬁst_eliminate then, strike the word
"eithex".

The Chairman;, Just strike out "or by a submission of a

statement in the witness! bghalf".

e
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Mr. Rankin. We would need to take out the word ‘either"
up ahead.

The Chairman. VYes. Do the rest of you See any reason why
we should let them load the record with statements if they submit
after they have had a chance to ==

f E Mr. McCloy. No, I think it should be within the discretion
2 : of the presiding commissioner. There may be a situation that you
& _
. U would say --
| ‘h‘ ' o ", J ", d ~ 9,
‘ V}gﬁék Sen. Russell. I want to protect the rights of all the

)

& &"witnesses. Some of them -- I think No. 7 does it, doesn't it?
oy

Rep. Boggs. That is correct.

Sen. Russell. It should be zelevant to the subject of the

hearing. That is what I was trying to get at if the Commission

could rule it out, if he went too far afield, and he went all
around Robin Hoocd’s barn.
Rep. Boggs. No. 7 does it.

Sen. Russell, No. 7 doces it.

The Chairman. No. 8. "rulings on objections or other
procedural questions shall be made by the presiding member of the
Commission."

9. "A stenographic verbatim transcript shall be made of
all testimony taken by the Commission, copies of such transcripté'
shall be available for ihspéction or purchase by thé witness or
his counsel at reéuiarly prescribed rates from the official

reporter. The witness or his counsel shall be permitted to purchase
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or inspect only the transcript of his testimony before the
Commission.“

bid you get that fxrom other commissions?
M, “anhln. That is xight. They could sell thac o the
press possibly.

=5 4 ; : The Chairman. Beg pardon?

g TA ; 8 Mr. Rankin. They could sell that to the press if they want

cx:\\go do that but that is the usual provision for the commissions.

: 3 \“

EL g j§> Rep..Boggs. A witness has the vight to lock at his own
a2 ‘gLes‘lmony. TE the press wants to buy it, they can buy it.
Me. Dulles, Can I ask one question, Mr. Chairman?
Thé Chaixman. VYes.

Mr. Dulles. Does this wording imply that the Commission or

e

the Commissioncrs sittiﬁg afe bound by the legal rules of evidence?

The Chairman. No. There is no such impliéation. In no
sense. 'No.

Yr. Dulles. Because of this language?

The Chairman. No.

Me . Dulles; Because if so we would be pretty badly tied up.

The Chairman. No, but what we are thinking of was so that
Lho pubch would know that we are not letting our counsel brow-
beat someone in hcrc, the Comm:ss;cners shall take care of the
rights.

Mr, Dulles. I wénted to take care of that poinﬁ. I am not

enough of a trial lawyer to be able to answer that.
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Mr. McCloy. Suppose the fellow says, "I would like to go
off the record and tell you something here", it is not possible.

Mr. Dulles. That is a good point.

Mr. McCloy. I would have to go back to Deming testimony.
That was pretty formal, Do we want to be as rigid as all this at
the discretion of the Commissionex? I say lMrs. Cswald, Marina
may want to say something she wouldn®t want to have on the recoxd.

The Chaiiman. I would say, "We will take a shoxt recess",‘
and I would go over and séy, "Mys, Oswald, what is it you Qant to
say that you don't want to testify about"?

YMr. McCloy. "Pleasc approach the bench".

The Chairman. VYes, have a sidebar conference witﬁ them.

Mr. McCloy. This means you have to have verbatim testimony.

Sen. Russell, Just the recoxrd of testimony such as you have
in couxt rules.

Mr. Rankin. I think vou have quite a problem if you don't
because you are going to have only part of yair Commissionexr's
present because if you don't have it you are going to have some
oral statement or what it is.

Rep. Ford. Vou open the barn door.

Sen, Russell. VYou can’t aiford tohave'it all tﬁere, suppose
you are trying to write a report, one Commissioner reads the one
way and another reads it another. You have to have samevhere to
go to determine the correctness of it. AaAnd we are taking a ;ot; B

of testimony ithrough various chamnels that are not in this formalizecd
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way and you could take this testimony and make use of it. But
having the agent italk to her on the same subject.

M, McCloy. Of couxse the Deming repprt was just one man.

The Chairman. Now we come to 10, and I wonder if we neaed
this the way it is. "Priox to the state of a witness! testimony
he shall be advised of his Constitutional nrmv;lego to refuse to
give | .csnlmony which may tend to incriminate him ox SUbjOCb him
to a penalty or forfeituve. He shall further be advised that
after ha ving claimed this privilege he may nevertheless bho
compalled by the presiding member of éhe Commission to give such
cestimony but he shall not théreafter be prosectued or subject
©o any penality ox foxfeiture for or on account of any transaction,
macter or thing conccrnlng Whlch he is compelled o tes £y ex-
cept: that he shall noc bhe exempt rqm prosccucion and punishmentc
for perjury committed in so te$tifying."

Now you just scarxe hell out of some witnesses if you told
them all of that. I wonder if we.shouldnft -

émr. Rankin. I don't think you need it if there is ccunsél
prasent certainly-because counsel .can adviseithem what their
rlghts arc.

The Chalrnan. We cculd say, if a w1tness objects to testifys
ing he may bc -= hea shall be aGV1sed of his rights, and told, and
so foxth, but o just wallk up to a little woman like that Mrs.
Oswald who is probably frightened»anyway and tell her alllthese

things, my goodness sheé would think she is going to jail right
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(‘{ Case ...
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Sen. Russell, We passed an Act here in the last year almost

away .

in that identical language. Did you get it from that, Mr. Rankin,
or where did you get it?

Mr. Rankin. That is one of the things we looked at.

Sen. Russell, Congress passed an Act that vou could in
cases, cerxtain type of cases, I have}forgotten what it was, that
a man could not plead the 5th Amendment bui that he could not be
prosecuted for the crime that was involved. I don't remenber the

details..

1,

Rep. Boggs. One of the acts that the Justice Deparitment

asked fox.

Sen. Russell, We passed it last yeax,

The Chairman. vVes. My only poinéwis this, Senator -

Sen. Russell., I had sdme deubt about it but the pedple on
the committee who had gone into it very carefully --

Mr. McCloy. We have the right don’t we, it is in our
statue.

Rep. Ford. It is in our resolution.

The Chairman. You are right. But what I am wondering is
this. Should we give thig to every witness? Suppose the;Govexnor
of Texas comes here to testify, should we give him that kind of
an oath? I wouldn't think so.

Rep. Ford. Is it your suggestién we delete 10 then, sir?

The Chairman. Either that or I would say, if a witness



30

T S—— | o

Objecté to testifying before the committea, he shall be advised
of his constitutional xights to give, and so forxth but, and let
it go thac way.

Rep. Ford. Instead of the prior notice?

The Chairman. ¥Yes. I would give just the oxdinary oath to
any witness who comes in here unless he challenges our right ox
som'ething of thaﬁ thing and then do this.

Mr, Dulles, Say he just wanks to say, "I want €O go OLf
the record at this pbinﬁ". |

Me. Rankin. I tﬁink it would be better to eliminate 10.

Sen., Russell. Whole of 10?

Mr. Rankin. Ves. To eliminacte it and if you do havé a
special case then you can deal with it at the timé.

Rep. Ford. When counsel is present.

Sen. Russell. fThat isn't my idea, if he is unaccompanicd
by counsel, a witness shéll be advised of his constitutional
privilege, if he shall refuse to give téstimony,.testimony which
may inciiminate him ==

M&. MeCloy. Do you have the right? Say MarinaJcomes up

and happens to come without counsel, and you read this rather

formal thing to vhem, she, if you get -- and thére again I think

~a lot depends ﬁpon the discretion of the presiding Commissioner,

if he thinks she is being overborne by Mr. Rapkin®s Rprosecution
he can intorvene and protect her and say, "You don't need to

answer that if you don't want to, this is your constitutional
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right but we have that right, and we are not: going to let this
thing get out of hand.

But to prescribe that in each case you must read this out
to them, you don®t do that in a court of law, Senator.

Sen. Cooper. You do it before military courts.

Sen. Russell. VYou do before military courts.

Mr. McCloy. Vou didn’t do that in my day. I wouldn'i

tod Sien
olxleg

; §
;é ;\;3 recognize the courts-martial today.
] ’
i iﬁt};} Hr. Rankin. I think we could work all right without any
é.ﬂfg i; 10, just leaving it out, and then have it the Commissioner when-
I ever there is anybcdy who appears without counsel say something
about it,
Rep. Ford. Mr. Rankin understands what is our general under-
%%? standing and cach of us dces, why don’ﬁ we delete it and I so move
it. |
AThe Chairman. Is there a second?
Mr, Dulles. Second.
The Chairman. ALl in favoyr say aye, contrary minded,
Repl Boggs. I move the adoption of the rules as amended.
The Chairman. Is there a second? |
Mr. McCloy. I second it..
The Chairman. »ll in favor Say aye, contrary minded.
M, McCloy. It goes for granted we can amend it. It is not
a charter.

Mr. Rankin. Thé Commission is a plenary power and can aménd
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it at any time.

The Chairman. Well, gentlemen; wé have a letter, the
next one, we have a letter, Attachment 10, which is a letter
from John M. Thorne re the testimony of Mrs. Oswald. We discussed
this already, and I think we have an understanding with Mr.
Thorna and as far as I can tell he is cooperating wiith us to take
fﬁhe testimony of Mrs. Oswald, and that fhey will withhold pub-

O . . X .
- B j lishing anything that she might want to publish until that should

§~e done.' But he suggesied the deadline should be February 15,

BN §‘Q\\
P

band. he would like to have it about February 3 if we can, which
A , .
would certainly be all right, I think. We have had someone worke
ing for a week or so on her testimony, so that counsel will be

able to, thoroughly able to, go over the pertinent facts with her.

Mr. Rankin. That is right.

The Chairman. Is there anything further oﬁ that one?

Mr., Rankin. Wé do have this queétion about the personal
effects you know she wanted us to ~-

The Chairman. Is that this one?

Mr Rankin. Yes. | |

Rep. Boggs. In comnection with testimony generally or maybe
we will come ¢o it in a minute, I know all +the members of the
Commission keep getting queséions £rom the press as o whether
ox not at any time we contempléte any open hea:ings.

The Chairman. Well, I would hope not, bué.who knows. Now

we Will get to that in one of these items here very soon, and that

| |
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is when we are dealing with the mother of Oswald and this iawyer
by the name of Lane in New York. He wants to come right into

our councils here and sit with us, and attend all of our meetings

and defend Oswald, and of course that can't be done. He wants o

see gverything we have got, and then in addition to that he wants,

he offexs to present her as a witness, and he says he has other

witnesses, too.

Now the question is what are we going to do with him. He may

insist that if she is going to testify she is going to testify in

miblic or he won't let her testify, and I would hate to

force anybody to testify in private, if he demanded to testify

public, and we may have co let her if she wanted to

Sen. Russell. Certainly if a witness demanded the right to

testify in publi , I don’t see how we could deny it.

83

The Chaixman. I don’t either, Senator. So we might get it

from them for the purpose of getting publicity and stirring up

some interest in her writing, don't you see. So it is only a

circumstance like that that would impel me to do it.

Sen. Russell. That is the other Mrs. Oswald, that is the

mother?

The Chairman. That is the motcher.

Sen. Russell. How are we going to guarantee that we will
turn over these personal effects to Mrs. Oswald?
The Chaixman. I think we cannot do it.

Sen.. Russell. They are not in our

Lo

We haven®t got them.
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custedy bui in the custody of the FBI.

The Chairman. I think we should urge them not to do it
at least ﬁntil this report has been made ahd then we have no
Jurisdiction.

We will adjourn and that will be all there is to it but while
we are doing this, I think they should not turn over anything to
her.

Sen. Russell. He doesn®t ask for it until the termination
- of the investigation. But it would be my view that Me. Rankin
shoqu answey him or you, whocvcr answers uhCSG letters, and just

ay this is a mattexr over which we have no contrxol., This material

is in the hands of the FBI.

Rep, Foxrd. Give it further consideration at the éonclusion
of the Commission'’s deliberations; on éhe ieturn of the personal
effects. |

The Chaivman. It may be, Senator, that there are some of
these things that we would like to use as an exhibit for our report
‘and would like o put in the Arxchives over here.

Sen. Russell. That is exactly vhat T had in mind. I think
the more of these things that are kept in the public domain the
better off we axe.

The Chairman. ¥Yes.

Sen. Russell. If they are in the public domain, there they

are, there is the avidence you can see them, for example, denying

this is the same gun, if you have that gun, the gun is in the
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35  public domain where any American citizen can see it why that

answers itcself.

The Chairman. I would never give them the gun.

Rep. Bdggs, I would never think of giving it to them.

The Chairman. I will tell you what they might have in view.
How many articles are there, Lee?

Me. Rankin. Four hundred.

The Chairman. It may be that they may want to go and stazt

C a little museum some place and charge people so much money to

o
\3;1 see them. If they had that gun that assassinated President Remedy
™ .
TS\‘it would be something that would draw a certain type of mind to
o]
- it, and I think we ought to bhe opposed tothem.turning anything over
to them now.
Sen. Russell. T would just tell them that- is a matter +o
be worked out at the termination of the investigation.,
The Chairman. I think that is sound.
Rep. Boggs. I so move if you need a resolution.
Mr. Dulles. 1Isn't there a danger in this second raragraph
of this. Can we accept anything confidentially. I don't believe
this Commission should be receiving -~
The Chairman. We will confidentially they mean so far as
advising the public now.
Sen. Russell. This is her book she has written.
The Chairman. Yes,

Mr. Dulles. "AlL such writings, information, shall not at
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any time be released by the Commission for publication". I mean
say we put that as an appendix to our report, something of that
kkind.
Rep. Boggs. This fellow writes a vexry tricky letter.
5 § : Mr. Dulles. ‘It is a very tricky letter. 'Paragraph 2« "This
< , : : ‘ )
B = : Pweiting is subject to examination of the Commission", etec., "that
z - O any additional matters arising out of this writing is equally
= E)Q .
- . confidential and that all such writings, information, shall nce
_gﬁjg: at any time be released by the Commission for pPublication 1,

Rep. Boggs. VWhat were the handwritten works of Mrs. Oswald
that were enclosed that he talks about?
Mr. Rankin. That is the only one.

Rep. Boggs. Handwritten works of Mrs. Oswald?

Mr. Rankin. That_is her’Story in Russianf

Rep. Ford, We héve'receiyed K

The Chairman. We. have received it. We have it already, and
it is what she proposes to publish. But they gave it to us befo#en
hand and are going to let &s take her testimony before we publish
it.

Sen. Russell., I think we could ggt all of it by evidence if
we wanted to. It wouldn’t be in the form of a narrative in the
questioning of Mrs. Oswald bqt all the faces would be -put on the
recoxd, |

The Chairman. Le¢, I am satisfied you can work that'out withA

him,
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Rep. Boggs. Aas a matter of fact, he might be using this
kind of device to make her writing secem MOXE -

Mr., Rankin. Of£ficial, |

Rep. Boggs. —-official.

Sen. Russell. Of course, what he says heze, we haven't
released her. testimony uwntil after she sold her story.

In the first paraéxa?h, "my further understanding with you

hat the testimony of Mrs. Oswald will nob be released by the

c

Commission until xzelease of story or stories by whatever media
purchasaes the game”.

Rep. Foxd., Could he use that as a means of preventing us
releasing ocur vepoxk?

Sen. Russell., No, he says hexa, "may assure them & release
of thestory or stories by or on or before the 15th of Pebruary,
1%64", on the preceding page. It is a very natural protection.

He doesn't want us to velease the story és a public document but
she sellsg ic.

Sen. Cooper. In the second paragraph on page first, we are
all kind of kicking it avound but he Ffirse talks about the writing
vhich is given here.

Sen. Rusgell. First he is telling about her story cshe has
written, her publication he hopes to have published. Then the
other goes to her evidence. He doesn’t went the evidence which
will ba predicated an her story to be released until after he selis

the book and if he is willing ¢o put Februazy 15 as a deadline T
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see no objection co that and I can see the reason for it.

Sen. Cooper. I think it is obscure, thexe is another
sentence in the seccond paragraph that is a 1ittlé tricky. EHe
fivst talks about the writing and then he says this writing is
subject to examination by the Commission and clarification. If
gome points contained -the:«:é are obscure and need to 'bé enlarged

upon, I suppose they could be by hearing.

PN A
X k Now the thirxd one is that any additional macter avising out
: €3\Q;
4 : \} - 0 u; ° 0 *, 1, > (]
5 R Oy of this writing, vhich could be the testimony, is equally con-
= >y o]
. £ n

fidential, and all such writing and information shall not at any
time he veleased by the Commission for publication.
Mr. Dulles. I don’t think we ought to he bound to accept

anything that we can’t use in cuy repert.

Rep. Boggs. Whir gshould we make any agrecwent with this
fellow at all?

Mr. $cCloy. I dozi} % see vhy we have to. He doesn’t want to
showr us that stozy.

The Chairman. We have got it. We have had it for a week,
they have beea translatcing it.

Rep. Boggs. | What does the story say?

Mr. Rankin. It is a pretty good scory for a magazine. Tt
doesn’t add anything to what we know already. ‘

Me. McCloy. He sayd here --

Yr. Rankin. Thexe is nothing new about it.

Mr. McCloy. "I have sent this ¢o you and subject to the
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conditions wh ich have bee agreed upon heretofore and which I
now commit."
Rep. Boggs. What did you agree upon?

Me. Rankin. We never agreed to tha: kind of business ac

all.

3.

Mr. MeCloy. We donft have anything in writing in repudiation
of this. H¥e is trying to make this --
s B L Mr. Rankin. HNe wants to make the agreement now.

AL Cw
e Sf:€3$ Mr. MeCloy. So you have got to cleay this up pretiy cleaxly,

aulho

i X ey

S N TE?I think. This is cuite a dangerous letter.
5

5 a A

Tha Chairman; Well, Lee, couldn't you write o him and
thank him for the handwritten work of.Mrs. Oswald and tell him that
the Commission will haear her kefore the 15th on a date ©o he
%%%

agreed upen, and that no release of any kind will be made by the

Commission priox to that day.

Mr. MeCloy. Prior to that date. These are the only cone
ditions.

The Chairman. Period. Because there is nothing else that
precédéd thig in writing.

Sen. Russell, Well, if I were representing her I would try
o get an agzeement that we wouldn’t release that story until she
gets a chance to sell it. I donit gee anything improper about it.

The Chairman. However, suppose she could sell it before we

got raady to write the report?

A en [, Tompupseesnl, B | Mhhica dascenld snrnore o be her testimony-
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is her story. What is to keep her from selling it ‘tomorrow,

=
pte
[#]

The Chairman. Nothing.

Sen. Russell, 3If she is perfectly able tolsell it, and can
sell ik, she can sell it tomorrow and we couldn't do anything
about it. He is agreeing here to hold the thing after Pebruazy
15. |

The Chairman. I thinlk he has done Pretty decently by us.

Sen. Russell. I think he has. She has got the right to sell
that stoxy if she can.

The Chairman. If£f he brings hex herxe and lets us examine hex
and he cooperates in that, T think he ha treated us pretiy good

Sén. Cooper. But, of éour se, any information that we receive
will appear in our vegular evidence and repoxt.

Sen. Russell., I had assumed that counsel would use this
writing, wvhatever itis, in conjunction with all of the other
examination of this woman to form the basis of his examination for
the Commission so he would he informed as to what she knows and
where she has apparently hiaden something or has not made a full
revelation. BRBut this is a story that uhﬂ has written and while I
suppose we could igsue a, have a subpoena duces tecum issued to
brlng it in here they have brought 1n in voluntarlly and frankly
it doesn’t secem to me he is +oo unreasonable in his request as far
as the séory goes.

How that othey business there, T donft understand that. But
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not release the story priow to hexr having an opportunity to sell

Melo end it. There is nothing unreasonable aboult that.
Kash fls

2 : g
g -
£3 v : :
&) ¢ i :
= e : :
i o ; '
& - P8
b ] g
£ © T
= - SN
{ < . o
e
gos o S
&3 - Q

I
0 ! 5 o
N m Q

e



I3

A

E———————3 | 204

~i§i clarification if some points therein are obscure and need to be
(0] 2

:ash fols Rep. Boggs. Nothing at all.
melo '

Mr. McCloy. Suppose she has somethin in this that is very sic
nificant, if we keep this in its present posture we never can re-
lease it. It is agreed that the contents of this writing are given
confidentially to the Commission and not in any way published ox
released by the Commission, that means you can’t ever make it pub-

LA "

< i lic,

& S Sen. Russell. That is right, but read the next sentence.
C % That this writing is subject to examination by the Commission and
RS e X

enlarged upon.

That is still all rxight. He means the story. He can’t mean as
to the evidence.

The Chairman. No.

Mﬁ. McCloy. But he is talking about the contents of this
writing.

The Chairman. Yes.

Mr. McCloy. We have those contents now, and when we take
this thing no matter what is in thexe, no. matter how relevant or
significant this becomes, we can never publish it as any substan-
tiation.

Mr. Dulles. Couldn‘t there be a general statement at the end
of the letter state, that the Commission is not receiving any of
this with the idea it cannot be used in connection with its final

CUOTY and =a Zari-lh =mel cm e
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Mr. Rankin. I can say that. Now, let‘s look at his problem.
If he has given it to us so we can publish, can he sell it to any-
body else? I think that is what is bothering him;
The Chairman. Can he what?
Mr. Rankin. Could he sell this Story to be published by
o ; énybody else.

J Rep. Boggs. What he is t¥rying to get us to agree that we
[2]

a _

O . . . 3 "

: :won’t publish this thing prior to the issuance of our report, I
Y :

~think that is probably a fair proposition.

(A

Dme%%é/

. The Chairman. I wouldn‘t object to that.

By A”\)ﬁ

Rep.Boggs. But if he is trying to bring us into some other
obtuse obligations then that is sometliing else.

s Sen. Russell., Who talked to this man, Mr. Rankin?

Mr. Rankin. I did,

Rep. Ford. Can’t you call him and ask him‘what his true
intent is and if he is doing the one thing which we all seem to
ree is the proper one we won‘t have any trouble, and a sentence oy
two clarifying it would not be as objectionable so far as he is
concerned but if he has gbt something else in mind I think yoﬁ can
detect it in the conversation you might have with him,

Mr. Rankin., The only thing I am bothered about is in the
métter of law whether he has;.once he has this property, which
can ke sold to a publisher, and he lets us have it with the right

to publish at any time whether he still has the property to sell, I
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I think if we wrote him back and said that we would agree not
to publish it until our == the Commissionfs report was published
that would give him plenty of leeway, and it still doesn't answer
his gquestion about whether he has already diSposed.of his property
legally, but I don®t think we can say that to him withoui cramping

2 : ,the Commission.
I3 5 5 The Chairman. But, Lee, don’t you think that this discussion
is a little beside the éoint? Couldn®t he copy;ight ,this material

right away, and the fact that we use it in our repoxrt wouldnftc

N\
]
& N
- L, . . .
. 7§§-g1ve anybody else a right to publish it. You can’t take a man's
z 8 bhook that is copyrighted and take it into a lawsuit and introduce it

as evidence and then put it in the recoxd and now say it is in the

public domain. Anykedy can use it.

k. Rankin, Mr. Chief Justice, I think if he lets us have
the dpcument e

The chairman, Yés,

My, Rankin. -= and there is any_implication we have any right
€o publish at any time he may have gotten it in the public domain,
that is what bothers me about the question.

Rep; Boggé; So far at least this is not copyrighted.

Mr. Rankin. No, it is not copyricghted and we have got if.

So he is trying to protect himself as to whether he gets it into
public domain by this kind of proviso and I thought we could

say We won‘t do anything before our date of publication about

o P - T

publishing it. We wWon't Sav +hat wa awar ort 1 eeded s ol oo
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communication, and we would stillvleave it open to him %o say well,
he hasn’t done anything with it to release it into the public domair
But we don give him what he asks for, which wodld close that

~
door for him. Do you follow me2

The Chairman. I think you can work that out, don*t you

think he can?

Mr. Dulles. I think along these lines. You see if the
\frétime limit has already expired, can you éxtend it?
é i%j Mrd'Mccloyi < We can’t lock our hand.about ever publishing
A this.

The Chairmana No, we.can®t,

Mr. McCloy. You can coﬁmit that you won'+ make your report
before the 15th, the date that he is concerned about., I ﬁeaﬁ if
he says, “You publish it tomorrow, I am out of luck," well, we
don’t contemplate publishing'it within less than‘30ydays or with-
in 30 days. |

Mr. Rankin. Of course, I don't want to say when you are going
to publish it. So, I think I would handle that by telephone,
"I don't know when the Commission is going to publish but you don't
reed to worry about the imuediate period."

Mr. McCloy. You can'give him assurances on that.

Mr. Rankin. On that parf.

Mr. McCloy. .But you can‘t accept this thing with a complete

peohibition against publishing ever.



5 to reserve that.

Mr, McCloy. Yes.

Mr . Rankin. This is in her own handwriting in Russian and
would think it would be a very important documenc for the Comuissic
to have as a part of its basic papers.

Mr. McCloy. Yes. I suppose it has been photostated already?

Mr. Rankin. I am sure of that. The Secret Service is trans-
o lating it.

o F o
F = fﬁft%;: Mr. McCloy. Because he may ask for it back again before
= & it is translated.
& 8
Mr. Rankin. I am sure that is done.
Mr. McCloy. You had better check on it.

Mz. Rankin. T will,

Mr. McCloy. There are more ramifications in this case.

Mr. Chief Justice, I have to take a six o’clock plane be-
cause I have to escort Queen Frederika to a dinner tonight in New
York and I haven’t any Lese Majesty here.

(Discussion off the record.)

The Chairman. Would you mind skimming over any of these thinc
that we will take up before you go?

Sen. Russell. Ruby’s lawyers seem to have transcribed his
"5ury argument right here.
| (Laughter)

Mr. Dulles. What number are we on? M?

A Slh = crns oo L W o o T e W g
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anything he would like to discuss.

My. McCloy. We are pexfectly clear.

Sen. Russell. He has done verything but subnit a request to
charge a jury.

_Mr. McCloy. I don't see anything parcicularly there that
%I have anything. So, we will just go down and I will go when T

U’J

‘\N feel I have to go.

% . ‘\): ' . .
Z B \:;; The Chairman. Ves. Then we will go on to the next one.
NI '
33§ K 9 The time of the hearing after February lst, but before Fehru-
Y o B
w1 Qa

ary 15, that is wvhat he requests, and I think we ought to accommo-
date him on that and I think we cught to have her testimony as

soon as we reasonably can.

1 suggest if it is at all possible we have the hearing right
in this room quietly, and gs we speak of earlier in the neeting,
have her broughi here as quietly as possible.

I can be present at that time. Who else would like to be
here at that time?

Rep. Boggs. What day would this be?

The Chairman. %We haven‘t fixed-a date.

Sen. Russell. Between the lst and 15¢h of February.

'Rep. Boggs. I wouldllke to be present if poss;ble.

Sen. Cooper. I wduld_like to be, too.

The‘Chairman.'Ali right.

Sen. Russell. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that you notifv ail
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The Chairman. Oh, certainly, but just so we sort of know.
We will notify everybody.

Rep.‘Boggé. I can‘t be here either on the 5th or 6th.

Sen. Russell. I don‘t think I can be here either of those
days.

The Chairman. All vight. Staff members to conduct the
interrogation. Which one would that be, would that be Adams? That
would be Rankin.

Mr. Rankin. That would be me.

The Chairman. You are going to do that, yes, that is right.

Mr. McCloy. When do you think you will get the translation of
that document?

Mr. Rankin. We have better than half of it already, and it is-
it doesn’t add anything. It is jusﬁ in a form that is really
quite an interesting story but somebody has helped her, I am sure
and it is more of a magazine article still than testimony, and I
am sure -

Mc. McCloy. Nothing spectacular about it?

Mr. Rankin. No, nothing at all.

Mr. McCloy. I think this fellow Levine is trying to pep it
up.

Mr. Rankin. I think they have a little more sec in and all
those things in it.

Mr. Dulles. ZIs he in touch with her, closely in touch with

her? Teasae Don T.ouwvsma®
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Mr. McCloy. That is what I heard through Life Magazine and
they were throwing in this note she was now saying, giving evidence
she was going to put evidence in this thing thaﬁ he was a Soviet
agent.

Mr. Dulles. I can get him in and have a friendly talk. I hav
knewn hin.

Senator Russell. That will blow the 1id if she testifies to

The Chaivman. All right.

Other mtiers reéarding Mrs. Oswald, what response does the
Commission wish to make Yegarding inqguiries regarding access to
Mrs. Oswald by ACLU and others?

The American Civil Liberties Union down at Dallas, did he

ot

write us a lefter, Lee, or was that just a newspaper item?

Mr. Rankin. That was just a newspapexr iteﬁ.

The Chairman. In a newspaper item demanded to see Mrs.
Oswald to see if she was being restrained unconstitutionally of her
liberty and I thoﬁght -= her lawyers told the Union that she was
not being restrained, bﬁt they wanted to see hez'Apersonally, and
I don’t think we pcoﬁld have, afford to have, a géeaﬁ issue made

of that, so wheh the time comes, I think we ought to try to make

arrangements to let someone sce her and talk to her and maybe we

can do it at the time of her te€stimony here.

Mr. Dulles, TIsn't Ernest 2Angell the head of ACLU?



Mr. McCloy. Didn®t the article say =-
Sen. Russell. I don’t think they have a right to invade her
privacy if she doesn’t want to talk to them. She has got her
own lawyer. |
The Chairman. She doesn't have to talk to them at all.

Sen. Russell. T don't know that we have her in our custody,

{ Clwin .
4 Dictes

P
~ . w
! O why should we get into that, Myr. Chairman.
on
< §§~::\ Mr. Rankin. We do have a little problem becauvse the Secret
ER Y
2 & fij Service came to us and said, "Shall we quit our surveillance over
5] s &
= » o}
K ‘.3‘ Q

hexr 2v
Sen. Russell. Oh, no, we can‘t do that.

Mr. Rankin. I said we can't to that because she would slip

right across the borxder and be gone, and if it got down to that

issue, I suppose they would say we told them to stay there, blame

it on us,

Mr. McCloy. Is that somethihg we ha§e & responsibility to
tell the ACLU about?

Mr. Rankin. No.

Mr. McCloy. She- is represented by counsel, she is herself
satisfied with this?

Mr. Rankin. Oh, yes.

Mr. McCloy. Katzenbach talked to her akout it, ¢old me he
talked to her about it. She had no objection, she seemed to like

the idea, as a matter of fact, because she was being protected.

Rarn DRAareros C g Mo g
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10 Mr. McCloy. Oh, yes.

Mr. Rankin. I think her. lawyers like the idea hecause it kee
the press away frcom her and she doesn®t have to give a story out
and she can sell it and that is quite clear.

The Chairman. Well, f£rankly, the only thing I had in mind was
= ; ; public velations. If it weren’t for the Commission we wouldn't
want them to get the story around we were sequestering chis woman o:
preventing her from having her 1iber£y, don't you know, and just so
we can seat her here before the Commission because that is what
fellows like Belli‘and like this fellow Lane, who is representcing
the‘mother, will do, and I Fjust thoughé if we could wash it out
some way it would be a.simple thing to do, I am sure.

Rep. Bogys. Of course, the other side of‘the coin, as I
see it, if this'woman should slip out of the country, we would
look like fools.

The Chairﬁén. Wouldn®t we, though,

Mr. Dulles. Couldn’t we tell the Secret Service if they have
a reputable fellow, ACLU, to go and see her, without going on record
doout it?

Mr. Rankin. Tt isn’t quite so simple because the press is so
unhappy about herx being.awaj_from the préss that she -- one of
the Congressmen called me and asked me about his newspaper not
being able to get a story from her.

So, they were using all kinds of devices,



11 is the local Dallas branch down there and the papers are
putting the heat on them.

Me, Dulles. If we maintain the ban we are .going to run into
the trouble sooner or later.

The Chairman. If she comes up here with her lawyer and she sa
to us, "This man is my lawyer," who has the richt to say she is be~

¥ : ,  ing restrained. The more I think of it, Lee, the less I think we

[0)
ul
O
¢ Ehé are under any cbligation. If she shows any reticence when the comes
Y . .
S =% here that is another thing.
E R
As? 6% Sen. Russell. I think it might be well whoever is accompanyinc
< AA

here to tell her these people want to see her and ask her if she
wants to see them and do it in the presence of her lawyer and he

is going to tell her to say, "No" and he doesn’t want anybody to

@lk co her until the story is sold and in the Commission you can
say the question was asked on the reconmendation of her lawyers
if she wanted to see the Civil Liberties Union and she said she had
ne necessity at all.

The Chairman. I think that is right, Lee, we will let it
ride until she comes here.

We have talked over already the problem the return of the
personal property an& have agreed that should not be done.

Next is Item L, disclosure of investigative material to
District Attorney Wade-and attorneys for Ruby.

Now, we have requests from both, the District'Attorney re-

. N

cguested 2nd Rubule Tawumre Aorimmede d doln mie com oo oo v
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have. They want to come in here and see everything we have, make
copies of everything that they are interested in, and so forth,
And as the Senator just remarked they wrote a jﬁry argument to
support it. It is abogt ten pages long. I think we have to take a
firm stand on the thing.

Sen. Russell. The FBI and Secret Service if they can litigate

© it out of them let them have it.

The Chairman. The tronble is we ave in a little bind there,
Senator, because the FBI has written to these people and has said,
"Now, we are perfectly willing for you to have anything that the

Commission says you might have."

X have’gdt «=~ have you got those letters, Lee?

Mr. Rankin. That ié on the bottom.

Sen. Russell., That is what you might expect, they ave pass-
ing the buck;

Mr. Rankin. They are right ahead of 12 on your tab.

The Chairman. Right ahead of 12..

Mr., Rankin. Yes, ..

fhe Chairman. = Ch, yes.

Well, we have quite a bit of correspondence preceding it but
here is wﬁat I thought I would write ﬁo théir lawyers. It is a
suggested draft, "Dear Mr. So and Bo: = T héve your letter of

January 9 requesting ‘the report minutes and all evidence of the

Commissi.on created by exccutive order 11130, dated Ndvember 29,



3

2

Dat

ST e

assailant, Lee Oswald,' and stating your reasons for desiring
the same.

"This is to advise you that the President's Commission is
not a prosecuting agency, and up to the present time has before
it for consideration the evaluation and evenctually a repoxrt to the
President. Only summaries and copies of working papers of Federal,
State and local government agencies. These documents for lack of
time have not been evaluaéed'anénb conclusions have been reached
concerning them. The originals are in the agencies from which
hey were veceived and any relationship between them and the case of
your client must be established with those agencies. The Commis-
sicn in no way changes or limits the powers and responsibkilities
of ény law enforcement agency in performing its duties incident to
the prosecution or defenseof criminal cases.

“After discussion of your. request with the Commission T am
authorized to advise you that it is not within the province of the
Commission to respond favorably to your request."

Sen. Russell. X %hink that is a good letter and I mowe
we approve it as well as the next one.

Rep. Ford. Support.

The Chairman. All in favor say aye.

The next one goes to M:} Hoover, and he has put us in a
bind on the thing, and I thought this would be the appropriate

letter.,

W9 o A

HNPAaY™ Mier  ITAAYIA o B Vi mEOA Geamiaas B oo s e e



R e, | 119

14 15 concerning the request of D}strict Attorney Wade of Dallas
County, Texas, and Mr. John Tonahill and his associates in the
defense of Jack L. Ruby for release to them for ﬁheir respective
uses of information concerning the assassination of President Kenne
dy and the subsequent killing of Lee K. Oswald, his alleged

: assassin.

= f § "The same reguest has been made to the Commission through

0]

me by Mr., Tonahill. Tor your information, T am enclosing a copy

(’.'
O
L
R\ . . - : ,
<%\T§\of tay letter to him. The Commission, of course, is not a prose-
Y &
F °%<uc¢ng agency. It is not the custodian of any originalg--"
3 by, T .
= ‘_,: Q

Mr . McCloy. I agree with this,
The Chairman. All right, Jack, goodbye, have a good trip,

"-= the copies of documents in its possession have come

co it through the cooperation of various Federal, State and local
agencies as authorized by executiﬁe oxder 11130.. It considers
itself only as a trustee of this informatign for‘the specific pur-
poses enumerated in that executive order by the President.

While the work of the Commission would be greatly handicapped if
the information contained in the summaries of work reports sub-
mitted to it by the agencies should become common knowledge be-
fora its work is completed, it doas not have the authority nor the
désire to limit the normal pdﬁers or responsibilities of any agency
of government, Federal, State or local, in relation to the prose-

cution or defense of any criminal case.
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and the other Federal agencies that it will not respond favorably tc
such requests and that it will not urge you or them to make any
deviation from your own judgment of what is required of your agenc:
by law."

Rep. Toxd. Very good letter.

Sen. Russell. I move that it be adopted.

The Chairman. I didn't want to argue with him, but just tell
him.

Sen. Russell. He‘just got the buck back right on his desk.

Rep. Mord. Do you want a motion?

Sen. Russell. I alrveady made a motion on both of them, I
read both of them.

The Chairman. All in favor say aye.

All right.

Now, we have a similar request Ffrom Mark Lane, the lawyer in
New York, who says he represents Mrs. Lee Harvey Oswald before the
Commission, and I suggest that we give him the same kind of an
answer.

Rep. Boggs. I so move.

Rep. Foxd. Support.

Mr. Dulles. Do we have the draft here?

Mr. Rankin. Yes.

Sen. Ruésell. I just read it.

Sen. Cooper. I might suggest he says that Marina is being held

e R i Tl s i B e e B & o



_" 119

16 to reéresent her?
Mr. Rankin. Marina has an affidavit.
Sen. Russell. He doesn't clain to represeni the wife. He
represénts the mothexr. e has got an affidavit here signed by her.
He is the one who went down there soliciting the business in
i 5 gTexas.

Sen. Cooper. Representing the interesits of Lee Harvey Oswald.

AN
| ZQT‘EQ\ Mr. Rankin. Only by this affidavit.
T c% Sen. Cooper. Only the wife,
Y @ A

Mr, Rankin. . The vife.
Sen. Russell. If there were any right it would be in the

wife and not the mother.

The Chairman. Lee, would you take up the nexi ona, che

i e

study of security precautions? The first letter to Seecret Service
already sent requesting recommendations and copies of studies and
so forth. |

Mr. Rankin. They are in the process of révising their pro-
cedures . in regard to prdtecting the President, and we have asked
them for that material from the Secret Service.

Now, we were asking the Commission now whether we should ask
for similar information from'fhe other agencies because we have the
problem that is involved in this whole thing of pooling information

that comes to the attention of one intelligence agency.
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communicated to the Secret Sexvice so they could put it into their
special place, their research place that they could have and which
they check out when they go from one place to another.

Now, apparently thexe is the considerable problem about that
information being brought to the attention of various agencies that
would have an interest in it, and the question of where it can be
pocled. There is on the other side of the coin the question of
whether or not the other agency is entitled, has sufficient
security or its people are safe enough to give this confidential
information to, which some of the agencies séy, "Well, we couldn®t
give any information of some of our activities because our people
would be killed immediately if that agency got the information.”

Of course, each one claims thaﬁ it is the secure agency and
the other one can’t be trusted with anything.

Mr. Dulles. I heard that before.

Me. Rankin. So we think for you to evaluate this whole
thing first, you have the problem of what was done at the time in
regard to protecting the President. We have the problem of what
they are doing with relation, what they did with relation, to their
own standards and so forth at the time, and there is a considerable
problem in that area.

Then it is what they are trying to do now to improve their
procedures, and what might be done by this Commission in suggesting

action that could improve the whole set up. There isnt any ques-~
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18 government for accumulating all kinds of information. But whether
it ge s the place that it should for the most effective means is
one of the things I think this Commission is goiﬁg to desire to
say something agbout. At least we want to present it to you for
your aﬁtention and see vhat you want to do about it.

Rep. Ford. The immediate problem then is whether we are go-

150
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i .
Q*;?s& what they are anticipating they will do in the future.
< :

: ing to ask then to tell us, one, what they did prior to, and now

<

=~ :
z -<17;E\ Mr. Rankin, That is right.
o 8 .
Rep. Boggs. Have we gotten a report from the Secret Service,
the members of the Commission?
Mr. Rankin. Yes, we circulated that quite a while aco.
q g

Rep. Boggs. I never did get one,

Mr. Dulles., I haven't seen anything from the Texas police,
thought. | |

Sen. Russell. I saw the Secret Service.

Rep. Boggs., I didn’t see it.

Sen. Russell. I don't see the Texas police.

Rep. Boggs. Somebody told me ﬁhey came around when T was out
of town and T had not seen it. |

Rep. Ford. I got the additional FBI ones and the stéte De-
pértment, but I don*t == I aﬁ almost certain --

Mr. Dulles. Here,I will give you my copy if thére is any

problem about it.



19

wlates

Date Q/Z/éi/@r

a
7]

- — 122

Rep. Boggs. I didn’t get one of those.

The Chairman. You did not get a Secret Service one?

Rep. Ford. I don‘t have that.

Rep. Boggs. I am most anxious to read it.

The Chairman. You take yours. We will get you a copy.

Rep. Boggs. You keep yours.

Mr. Rankin. They are supposed to have gone out.

Rep. Boggs. Apparently it went to nmy home and they wouldn®i

it there.

f—s
0]
0
<
©

Sen. Russell. It is hand delivered.

Rep. Boggé. So I would appreciate it if it were delivered
to my Congressional office.

Mr. Rankin., I am ;urprised they didn't let us know they
didn't deliver it? |

The Chairman. All right.

Lee, the next item is —-

Sen. Russell. I don’t know whether formal action was taken
on that. But I think it:;s all right.

Mr. Dulles. We can éet a consensus anyway that it is all
right and we will go ahead.

The Chairman. I think so.

Mr. Rankin. The only thing left is what you tell the press,
I guess. |

The Chairman. No, there is one thing before that. I skipped

SIA retvAamied S oM s e
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meetings. Do we want regular meetings or do you want them called>
by the Chair.

Sen. Russell. X donﬁt know as to how you ére going to arrang:
a day that would be agreeable to everybody. It just so happens
the Senate was not in session today so Senatox Cooper and I
had a field day except a great deal of work I had intended to do i
my office will have to go over but I still think that the only
way we.can proceed is on the call of the Chairman, and those of us
who can get theve will be there, and I think you will always have &
quorum. There wili be times when some of us will not be able to
attend but I see no other way to run it.

Rep. Boggs. I agrea.

Mr. Dulles. There is no ‘easy way of fixing the next meet-
ing, is there, and not r¢xvng a lot of meec1ngs ahead.

Rep° Boggs. DLdn‘t we pretty much denermmne on when Mrs.
Oswald ==

Sen;'Russell..Yes, I understcood she waé going to come here
the 4th or 5th gf Februéry.‘

Rep. ‘Eord. The f£irst week in February.

Sen. Cooper. I would ‘like to ask if it was possible for us to
come together to have an interim report from counsel and the staff
ébout your judgment about thé investigation and so forth.

Me. Dulles. I think that would be useful in helping us out

in oux reading.
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Sen. Russell. I would also like to meet these counsel,your
assistants,as many of them as are here. I won't be able to do it
right now because unfortunately I have people who have bheen sitting
in monffice since 4:30.

Mre Dulles. Mr. Chairman, I would be happy to give a dinner ¥
these people at the Alibi Club.

£ % : The Chairman. No, I think it would be better for us to do

cuy work here.

\ i
ci:fé\ Rep. Boggs. I wouldn t do it.
Ry °
L& NR; Mr. Dulles. I wasn't thinking of work.
N L:; g

The Chairman. For the present anyway to do it right here, to
scart it off on a business basis.

My, Rankin. The next meeting that we will try to have next

week we will have the staff come in and meet you the First thing anc
then you can see the kind of people they are.

The Chairman. Lee, you work it out with the members here as
to when you can, when they can have it. I will be available any
day next week.

Sen. Cooper. And have a little xeport on the way the inquiry
is'directed would be'helpful.

The Chairman. Is it all right for you ©o have them at two
o’clock the way we have beenfhaving them?

Rep. Boggs. Well, as long as we don't have a heavy program
on the floor it is all right with me. I happen to be the‘majority

whip over therea.



