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1) financially interested, (IV) hasty and inaccurate in their research, or 

V) infatuated with their own theories. In the course of discussions of 

the whole phenomenon of criticism, a useful strategy may be to single 

out Epstein’s theory [from his pro-conspiracy book Inquest] for attack, 

using the attached Fletcher Knebel article and Spectator piece for back- 

ground. (Although Mark Lane’s book is much less convincing than- 

Epstein’s and comes off badly where confronted by knowledgeable crit- 

ics, it is also much more difficult to answer as a whole, as one becomes 

lost in a morass of unrelated details.) 

4. In private to media discussions not directed at any particular 

writer, or in attacking publications, which may be yet forthcoming, the 

following arguments should be useful: 

a. No significant new evidence has emerged which the Commission 

did not consider. ... 
b. Critics usually overvalue particular items and ignore others. They 

tend to place more emphasis on the recollections of individual witnesses 

_. A close examination of the Commission’s records will usually show 

that the conflicting eyewitness accounts are quoted out of context, or 

were discarded by the Commission for good and sufficient reason. 

c. Conspiracy on the large scale often suggested would be impossible 

to conceal in the United States... Note that Robert Kennedy, Attorney 

General at the time and John F. Kennedy’s brother, would be the last 

man to overlook or conceal any conspiracy ... 

d. Critics have often been enticed by a form of intellectual pride: they 

light on some theory and fall in love with it... 

e. Oswald would not have been any sensible person’s choice for a co- 

conspirator. He was a “loner,” mixed up, of questionable reliability and 

an unknown quantity to any professional intelligence service ... 

f. As to charges that the Commission’s report was a rush job, it 

emerged three months after the deadline originally set. But to the degree 

that the Commission tried to speed up its reporting, this was largely due 

to the pressure of irresponsible speculation already appearing, in some 

cases coming from the same critics who, refusing to admit their errors, 

are now putting out new criticisms. 

g. Such vague accusations as that, “more than ten people have died 

mysteriously,” can always be explained in some natural way e.g.: the indi- 

viduals concerned have for the most part died of natural causes. The 

Commission staff questioned 418 witnesses (the FBI interviewed far more 

people, conduction 25,000 interviews and reinterviews), and in such a 

large group, a certain number of deaths are to be expected. (When Penn 

Jones, one of the originators of the “ten mysterious deaths” line, appeared 

on television, it emerged that two of the deaths on his list were from heart 

attacks; one from cancer, one was from a head-on collision on a bridge, 

and one occurred when a driver drifted into a bridge abutment.)
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(1) financially interested, (IV) hasty and inaccurate in their research, or 

(V) infatuated with their own theories. In the course of discussions of 

the whole phenomenon of criticism, a useful strategy may be to single 

out Epstein’s theory [from his pro-conspiracy book Inquest] for attack, 

using the attached Fletcher Knebel article and Spectator piece for back- 

ground. (Although Mark Lane’s book is much less convincing than 

Epstein’s and comes off badly where confronted by knowledgeable crit- 

ics, it is also much more difficult to answer as a whole, as one becomes 

lost in a morass of unrelated details.) 

4. In private to media discussions not directed at any particular 

writer, or in attacking publications, which may be yet forthcoming, the 

following arguments should be useful: 

a. No significant new evidence has emerged which the Commission 

did not consider. ... 
b. Critics usually overvalue particular items and ignore others. They 

tend to place more emphasis on the recollections of individual] witnesses 

_. A close examination of the Commission’s records will usually show 

that the conflicting eyewitness accounts are quoted out of context, or 

were discarded by the Commission for good and sufficient reason. . 

c. Conspiracy on the large scale often suggested would be impossible 

to conceal in the United States... Note that Robert Kennedy, Attorney 

General at the time and John F. Kennedy’s brother, would be the last 

man to overlook or conceal any conspiracy ... 

d. Critics have often been enticed by a form of intellectual pride: they 

light on some theory and fall in love with it... . 

e. Oswald would not have been any sensible person’s choice for a co- 

conspirator. He was a “loner,” mixed up, of questionable reliability and 

an unknown quantity to any professional intelligence service ... — . 

f, As to charges that the Commission’s report was a rush job, it 

emerged three months after the deadline originally set. But to the degree 

that the Commission tried to speed up its reporting, this was largely due 

to the pressure of irresponsible speculation already appearing, in some 

cases coming from the same critics who, refusing to admit their errors, 

are now putting out new criticisms. . 

g. Such vague accusations as that, “more than ten people have died 

mysteriously,” can always be explained in some natural way e.g.: the indi- 

viduals concerned have for the most part died of natural causes. The 

Commission staff questioned 418 witnesses (the FB] interviewed far more 

people, conduction 25,000 interviews and reinterviews), and in such a 

large group, a certain number of deaths are to be expected. (When Penn 

Jones, one of the originators of the “ten mysterious deaths” line, appeared 

on television, it emerged that two of the deaths on his list were from heart 

attacks; one from cancer, one was froma head-on collision on a bridge, 

and one occurred when a driver drifted into a bridge abutment.)
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(V) infatuated with their own theories. In the course of discussions of 

the whole phenomenon of criticism, a useful strategy may be to single 

out Epstein’s theory [from his pro-conspiracy book Inquest] for attack, 

using the attached Fletcher Knebel article and Spectator piece for back- 
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General at the time and John F. Kennedy’s brother, would be the last 
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d, Critics have often been enticed by a form of intellectual pride: they 

light on some theory and fall in love with it... 

e. Oswald would not have been any sensible person’s choice for a co- 

conspirator. He was a “loner,” mixed up, of questionable reliability and 

an unknown quantity to any professional intelligence service ... 

f. As to charges that the Commission’s report was a rush job, it 

emerged three months after the deadline originally set. But to the degree 

that the Commission tried to speed up its reporting, this was largely due 

to the pressure of irresponsible speculation already appearing, in some 

cases coming from the same critics who, refusing to admit their errors, 

are now putting out new criticisms. 

g. Such vague accusations as that, “more than ten people have died 

mysteriously,” can always be explained in some natural way e.g.: the indi- 

viduals concerned have for the most part died of natural causes. The 

Commission staff questioned 418 witnesses (the FBI interviewed far more 

people, conduction 25,000 interviews and reinterviews), and in such a 

large group, a certain number of deaths are to be expected. (When Penn 
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on television, it emerged that two of the deaths on his list were from heart 

attacks; one from cancer, one was from a head-on collision on a bridge, 
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