)

President at any time durlng the course of your treatment or examination
of him, and you indicated that you had not, and I then asked you why, and
you proceeded to tell me of the things that you did In sequence, as being
priority itemp to try to seve hie life, Why did you not turn him over at the
concluslon of those operative procedures?

Dr. Perry., Well, actually, I didn't have a specific reason, other than it had been
determined that he had explred. There was nothing further thaf I could do
and it wans not my partienlar prerogative to make a minute examinatlon to
determine any other cause, X felt that that was a little bit out of my domain.

Mr. SeecteRr. Did you have any occaslon to examine the President's clothing
to ascertain direction of the missile?

Dr. Perry. No; I dld not. The only aspect of clothing that I know, about—I
happen to recall pushing up the brace whIch he had on In an attempt to feel &
femoralpulse-whenw I'ifFIved, and T could NoF, but the shizt had been removed by
the pergohnel Eliére In the emergency room, I assume.

My. SeectER. Whatdid you observe g totlie deacription of that brace?

Dr. Pezry. I couldn’t give you a deseription. I just saw and felt the lower
edge of one, and I rénched £a Yeel the Jeft famoral pulse.. T

My, SFECTER. DId you see whether the Presldent was wearlng any sort of an
Ace bandage on the midsection of his body when his trousers were taken
down?

Dr. Perry. There wasg evidence of an Ace bandage—T saw it sticking out from
the edge on the right slde, s I recall, I don't belleve it wag on the midsectlon,
althovgh It may haveliéen. . _Lhelleve on his right leg—hia right thigh,

Mr. SPECTER., Do you know whether it was on the left leg and thigh as well?

Dr. Peany. No, I don't. I just snw that briefiy when I was renching for that
pulse and I didn't do any examination at all of the lower trunk or lower
extremitles. :

Mr, Specter. Did you personally make any examination by feellng, or in
any other way, of the President’s back? .

Dr. Perry. I dld not. .

Mr. Seeorer. DId you partlelpate In _a_presp conference or press conferences
following the death of the President? -

Dr, Penry._Yeg,

Br. Seecter. And when was the firaf of such press conferences?

Dr. Perey. Y don't know_the exact time, Mr. Specter. It must have been

wﬁl%flﬂw&lﬂb.\ﬂiﬂ!ilﬂon't know exacfly; © .
Mr. Berorer. And who was present ft” that press conference by way of
identifying, If you can, the membera of the news media?

Dr. Perny, I have no idea. The press conference was held In classrooms 1
and 2 combined here at Parkland, The room was qulte full of people. I re-
member noting some surprise how quickly they had put in a couple of tele-
phones at the back, There were numerons cameras and lights, and flashbulbs,
and I went there with one of the administrators, Mr. Landregan, and Dr, Kewap
Clark and My, dawkes, who was ldentifled to me as being with the White House
Press, Idon't know—there were numerous people of the press,

Mr. SpecTer, YWhat doctors appeared and spoke at that press conference?

Dr. Perry, Dr. Clork, myself, and Dr. Baxter was also there. He arrlved
a little bit Ilrte. I called him just before X went down and asked him and
Dr, MecClelland to'eome. I could not find Dr. McClelland. He apparently was .
busy with n patlent at the time, I recall Dr. Baxter came In after the press
conference had begun, but I don’t belleve he sald anything, Dr,_Clark and_X
answered the majorlty of the questions..

Mr. SpecTer. Well, what questlions were asked of you and what responses
dld you glve nt that press conference?

Dr, Perry. Well, there were numerous questions ssked, all-the questions I
cannot remember, of course. Specifically, the thing thal to be of most

Interest at that polnt was actually trylng to get me to speculate as.to direction
? the Iﬁwﬁg@ﬂlgwl and the exact cause of death.

The fItst Ewo questions I could not anawer, and my reply to them was that

1 did not know, if there were one or two bullets, And I cqujﬁ not_categorically

;" HTAA AV o

ctota ahnnf tha natura nf tha naalr ywannd wrhathaw IF wiaa an anrs AA AW am
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W_qulug examined the Presldent further-—T_conld not comment
on"any other Injurles,

As regards the causge of death, Dr. Clark and I coneurred that masgslve brain
trauma with attendant severe hemorrhage was the underlylng cause of death,
and then there were questlons asked in regard to what we did, and I deserlbed
as I have for you, although not in such detall-—essentially the resuscitative
measures that were taken at that time; namely, the reinfuslon of a balanced
salt solutlon of blood, Solucortef, ngslsting of resplration with oxygen and
bresgure apparatus, the tracheotomy, and the chest tubes and the monlitoring
with the cardiotachioscope,

Mr. SpeoTER, DId you express a vlew as to what might have happened wlth
respect to the number of bulleta?

Dr. Perry, I was asked by several of the people of the press, Initlally, if
there were one or two or more bullets, and to that, Dr. Clark and I both
ffpue\:'tia ‘that” we could n was then g was_conceivable tha

o ave been caus one bullet, Imd T Teplled ]

I did "ot kuow, but It wan coxy;celvable. e TeL D Mo afiematlys, fhat
bmb;[r{?SPr,crm. Did you elaborate on how it could have been caused by one
e

Dr. Peray, I was asked if this were one bullet, how would it oceur, and X
said, “It {s concelvable or posgible that a_bullet could epter and strike the
spinal cblufan and be deylated superlorly to exit f the head.”

T. SPECTER, ere would that po

Dr. Perry. The surmise was made that If the point of -entry were in the

necl_r. how would Tt have happened, and that {3 the way I would have recon-

Wﬂﬁnfﬁ"m’é‘rmm?ﬂ T
r. SPECTER. DId you denominnfe It cléarly aa 8 eculation?
Dr. Perey, I did.’ L L
Mr. SpectER. Or, what could have been ng opposed to what
» your opinion was?
DrDr(.an;:nY: I did. X said this wag concelvable—this wag possible, but again,
T, Clark and I"emphaslzed agaln that we did not Kio W
il (R 00w whether there was
T. SPECTER. you express any view as to whether it might hi
one bullet or two bullets or either, or what? ¢ e beon
Dr, Perry. I said I did not know.
Mr. SreoTer, And were you asked any other questions at that press
con-
ference that you can recollect ag being Important at thig time? g
Dr. Perry. Someone did ask us about Mrs, Kennedy, and I recall that I men-
tlolnid that I dld not speak to her, but that she was very composed and very
quiet,
Mr. SpeorER. Now, were you a part of any other press
Dr. PerrY. Yes; I wasg, 4 press conferencest
Mr. SpecTER, And when dld the next one oceur?

Dr. PerrY. There were geveral organlzed press confere
_Bever ferences_that occurred in
the administration suifé In fhe iospitui, 'ﬁ;‘,, .§_‘p'_e_c1'é'r, and I don’t know the

exact times of these, There were moverai later that afternoon, There were
some the ‘following day, on Snturduz, also held In the admnistrator's oﬂ]cé,

and (lien' there were subsequent conferencas in relatlon tg
1y 0 _the other incldent
that oceurred on Sunddy WIfh Mr. Oswald. T don't Enow how many there
were,
My, SpecTRR. Were all these conferences set u
il et up by the administration of the
Dr. Prrry. They ‘were all conducted here, The d
3 r .conducted here, y Wweren't necessarlly—I
wouldn’t sny—sat up by the udmlgl_strat‘igx_l.' They were_done here at the
hospital, with one exceptioii;'of which you are aware, that I'spoke with you about

the geﬁgwu that came to' me when Y was out of town.
Mr. §PECTER, WIIL you elaborate upon what occiirred on that occaslon, please?
Dr, Penry. I had taken the course of complying with the press insofar as
wag posslble about what I could speak that was common knowledge and which
had already been covered ot the Inlt{al press conference. I had done that
in the_ administrative sulte or in the hospltal or in the medical achool nnder nn




&

' \
TJeft town Monday, followlng the fneldent on Sunday with Oswald, in order Mr, Seecrsn. And what ls the basis for your concluslon that the sltuation
to secure a Tiitle bit of rest for myself and m famlly, and approximately éhztmr p;‘eaented to you would be entirely compatible with your observationg and
e s o JOVEELL and my famlly, ¢ ndings

88 houra T, members of the jioes Lad Jocated me and requested an inter-

vIeW, Whieh T granted, denylag iny photographs and the inferview conslsted Dr. PERRY. The wound In the throat, although as I noted, I dig not examine
thing tha 8dglven to 16 previouspress ‘conference it minutely, was falrly small Tn nature, and an undeformed, unexpanded missile
a1 3 -2OUF Dress confer b e XPI__ ¢

of essentially the same e
at the hospltal:— eAYE yéry little lujury bebind, BlHeg the
had1ert the tlaaues, -

Mr, SPEoTER, Where was that intervlew conducted? . " - L3 ENIerEy WAS expel t ad loj e tlsaueq,
Dr, Pepry, That wag in MeAllen, Tex, My SPECTER. And ot L& HOT8 THAL you ohsersad o the President’s throat

Ty
Mr. Seeorzh. In the course of all of thege Dress conferences dld you sny then be consistent with such an exit wound?

)
anything other WhIch you have alrendy related you sald durlog . Dr. Peary, It would. There ig no Fay to determine from my examination ag
e eon COUTAG Of the ATAt pregs conferenca? - e —— S \ to exactly how Accurately I could deplet an entrance wound from an exit wound,

Dr, Perny, al would requlre g ljttle bit

eplsode attendant of course pon my discussions With the other doctors qu__
the WiTting out of our BFa ements, knowledge w d not have W tlaly,

which may have made subsequent statements perhaps more aceurate ng regards

to time and people, but In essence, things that I did and things that I said

that ¥ did are essentially the game in all of thege.

Mr, Specrer, Dr. Perry, I now show You a group of papers heretofore iden-
tified as Commisslon Exhiblt No. 802, and I turn to twa sheets which are dated
November 22, 1969, which haye the name “Perry” beside the doctor and purport
to bear your slgnature, and the time—1680 hours, 22 November 1803, and I
ask you if this is a photostntlc copy of the handwritten report which you sub- ,
mitted concerning the atteation you gave to the Prealdent on the day of the Dr. Pepry, That's correet, I had no way of ascertaining, ag I sald, the trug
nssassination ? . trajectory, Often Questions were directed ag to—in such a manner ag thig:

Dr, Perry, Yes; it {g, “Doctor, 18 It possible that if he were In such and such a position and the bullet
Mr, 8eectER. I8 this your slgnature appearing on-the gecond ghept ? entered here, could it have done that? And my reply, “Of course, if {t wers

.._L.dop’t think in esgen - without ageertalning the entire trajectory. Snch g wound could be produced
I sald anxthln% erent, _Of course, the wording cerfainly would Bave been by such a migsite,
different, " Y subsequen y had a 1lttle bit more knowledge aboiit the initial Mr, SPEarE;z. Were any facts on trajectory avallable o you at the tlme of
¢ . Thor ootarg the press conferences that you describe -
2 r. PERRY,

They were no ]

Mr. SPEOTER. In response to an earlfer questlon which I asked you, I belleve
you testifled that you didq not have sufficlent facts avaflable inltinlly to form an
opinion as to the source or direction of the cause of the wound, dld you not?

Dr. Perry, That's correct, although geveral leading questions were dlrected
toward me at the various conferences,

Mr, SpECTER, And to those leading questlons you have gald here today that you
;espondild'} that a number of posgibllities were Present ag to what might have

appene;

Dr. Peney. That Is my slgnature, possible, yes, that {g possible, but slmilarly, It did not have to be go, necessarily,”
Mr. Srecren. And are the facts sot forth hereln true and correct? Mr. Seecten, So that, from the physleal characterlstica _which you obseryed
3 Y, re, of knowledge, correct, —__—> COme to any
Dr. PErrY. They are, to the best of my knowledge, cor UF Ty Na, oir S T oomd not@gugh T P L “think, as
Bethesda Naval Hospital been muda available to yoii¥ saylng, and I might add parenthotically, ouE of contewr, WIthout the preceding
T. PERRY, They hive, - ="~ : : questlon WHIGH “hid been directed 23 _saylng t'li&t"ahlé&gjyi’i;_‘i ‘the”case] “when
Mr, SpEoTER. And are Fhe findings in the autopsy report conglstent with your : .*.mﬁ’:”g;si_a‘;{!&g_g}i’flF;?Q&’iﬁ?“igj“%M%L‘lM&"-
observations and concluslons concerning ‘the mource and natire of the Presl. Sust .ave o Siot ym;]r - t:temel:u; lti hae:thoaft gl; - ;:11 Fsirnixtri%gg‘qﬁ%_@zg‘_;Hg'[:._a]_‘_
dent’s Wwoundgy - o B . ent sstent with what yoy foun ]
Dr. Penny, Yes; they are. I think there are no diserepancles at all, 1 did és_umt 4180 Predicateil upow the VeTaclty of the factors, which I'hiave anked you
; formation Inifa I B résult™Sas' somewhgt contused VW 0 assumey
about the natyre o s own knowledge
one or two bullets, or from wheneg They came, but the g Ings of the autopsy : :
repor @u__e,.cémpﬂtlble wlth'fﬁoae,QMge which I noted at the tim_e That r. SPEGTER, hae your recollection of the nature of the President’s neck

«Jn nnd of themgelves, you could not_come to_any conclislve_opinfon?
Mr., Seeorer, Dr, Perry, have contents of the autopsy report conducted at
not _have t on_in
Dr. PERRY. That ig correct, alr. T have no Wway to authenticate elther by my
1 58 The Dreslient o wound changed at any time from November 22 to the present time?

Dr. Penry. No, sir, I recall describing it Inltian belng bet 3
Mr, SpecTER, And have you noted in the autopsy report the reference to ) | Y a8 belng be ween 8 and §
the presence of a wound on the upper right posterlor thorax just above the em. In size and roughl apherical in shape, not unlike a rather large punctire
WOuld, Tbelléve 1o the word T wised Il e

upper border of the scapuln, belng 7 by 4 mm. in oval dimenslon and belng

located 14 cm. from the tip of the rlght acromlon process and 14 em, below the T, SPEOTER. Have yon ever o anged your opinion on the possible alternatives

ag to what could have caused the Presldent’s wounds ?

tl[;)(:'f ;h;;lrg.héglfsfogg‘sl‘tohc:aﬁ7 Dr. Perny. No, sir; X have no knowledge EYeL oW 0f my own as to the
Mr. Srecree. Assuming that was a pofnt of entry of a missile, which paren. ?&‘%%%ﬁ%‘i’fﬂi&‘;u’g C‘;f rep(:{Fhop_ju what T's nd E}Ie] wound 1s
thetleally wes the opinion of the three autopsy surgeons, and assuming gtil] Timber of ot iesty 2 I €. have been eruséd coricst 1bly” by "any
further that the mlssllo which struck the President at that spot was a 6.6-mm, M 4
: T. SPEOTER. So, that the wound that you saw on the Presldent's neck w uld
Jacketed bullet shot from a rifle t‘g'dl‘ﬁqgg_gtlﬁ_o_tl_,__nz,_%o Leet, having a muzzle be conglstent with an exit wound under the factors that I descrll?eds to ou'l0
veloelty of npproxlmntels]'"g,_O_OO ot per second, and that upon_ entering the Dr. Peney. Yes ¥
President's body, the bu lof {iayeled between two strap muscles, through a Ay : d
fscle channel; without_violating s, caviiy, atlking the trachen, / Mg\dol't. g{r’cﬁgg..pr. 1t might be conalstent with nn entry wound under a different
cousing the dama !:,Hihl_ch_yuu_teatl@gd about belng on thé inferlor of the . -
President’s throat, and exliteqd from the Presldent’s fhroat (o The wound which L\ not rﬂhﬁmm T cc:x;,]r:ct 2 Ir' iaseu'ehgﬁhnif” éox_v‘vcledwl,;eugg tohfnt!; uIiFg:
you have degeribed in the midline of hig neck, would your findings and ob- axona - s el L'Q‘Dz-g\
servatlons as to the nature of the wound on the t1itoRt bg s3nsTREERE with the get P = egzl;:;_lﬁe_t {"—ll“ﬂtwgﬁgi ‘;’;’5‘%;;1‘16?;; Bullet it the desmtntiy or
7ou ? - = —— Vwusia sme 8 4 O] i AnEing “

of facts T just presented to 3
k2t v,

e Thanmee Yo laa v L.,



Dr, Perey. No, sir; it would not,

Mr, SeecreR. Baged on the information in the autopsy report phout a 8- by
15-mm. hole In the lower part of the President’s skull on the rlght side in con-
Junction with the large part of the skull of the Presldent which you observed to
be missing, would you have an opinion as to the source of the misslle whlgh

Infifcted those wounds?
r. PErRY. Since I did not see the Inltlal wound which you mentioned, the

smaller one, and only saw the large avulsive wound of the head and the gealp,
there {8 no way for me to de nce it came.

Bir, Seeorer. Well, if you assume the presence of the first small wound, taking
a8 a faet that there was such a wound, now, would that present sufficlent
Informatlon for you to formulate an opinion as to source or trajectory?

Dr. Perey. Well, I couldn't testify as to exact source, but if the wound, the
smeller wound that you noted were present, it could certalnly result in the
Iarge avulsive wound ag it exited from the skull, Ag to the ulfimate source,

there would still be no way for me to tell.
h MT. BrEoTER. Well, could you fell sufficient to comment on whether {t came
from the front or back of the Presldent?.

*. PERRY, In the ahsence of other wounds of the head, the presence of the
small wound which you described In additiop fo the large avulsive wound of
Lt BRI aid the acalp which I observed would certalnly indlcate THAE fhe two
were related and would indfcate both an entrance and an exjt wound, If there
Were no other wounda.

Mr, SPeoTER. And which would he the wound of entrance, then?

Dr. Perey. The smaller wound—the smaller wound,

Mr, Speores, Now, did you_have oceasion to talk vip the telephone wlth Dr
James J, Humes of he Bethesda Naval Hogplfai¥
“Dr-PragyrTdld”

Mr, Speorer. And will you relate the circumstances of the callg indlcating
first the thme when they oacnrrad.. o o

|| DF. Prawy. Dr. Humes called me twlee on Frida afternoon, separated by
/about 30-minu ag I recall. The firat ong, X,_5omehow fhink

recall the Hrat one must have beem aroun ours, bUE I'm not real aare
DO ThRY T Ta Aot poaltive of thaF ot all, actually, ==

™ M1 SFEGTER, C:uld it have been faturdny mornmg’% .
Dr. Pepry. Satur mornlng—wag 8 possible. T 1 ber talking
with hlm twlce. Y was thinking It wag shorfl therenrter:_

Dr, Perry. Oh, sure, it was Baturday morning—yes.
Mr, SPEOTER., What made you change your view of that?
Dr, PerrY, You menn Friday?.

Mr, proru._pld gsome speclfic llection occur to you which chnn_geg your
view from FrldayW‘m\M—y\M"

DY PERRY. N0, T Was fryly —to_place where I was ot that time—Friday
fternoon, &m‘iﬂﬁ}ﬂﬁar time, “when I pau o_think about it, I
a’ ting sulte nt that time, iwh en 1 thought that he
euled T, T ocem 1 Fomommer IPboTos Toldas, ot 6

Mr, SPEOTER. Where were you when you received those calla?

Dr. Perry. I was in the Admlnistrator's office here when be called.

Mr. Seeerze. And what did he ask you, if anything? e

Dr, Perey. He Inquired about, initially, about the reasons for my doing n
tracheotomy, afd' I"véplled, as T have to you, durlbg thTs procedure, that

there was a wound in the lower anterlor third of the fieck, Which was exuding

blood and was Tiidleatiye 6f a_hosgible’ tiactienl injury underlying, iitd I' ald
the tracheotomy throngh a transverse inclsion made through that wound, and
I deseribed "o Nim' the right lateral Injury to the trachea and thé completion
of the operatlion,

He subsequently called back—at that time he told me, of course, that he conld

\U not tAlk fo me About any of it and asked fhat Y Keep 1t In ‘confidence, which'T aid,
4

and e Subsequently called back and inqulted about the chest tubed; aid why
they were placed and X replied In part as I have here, It wna somewhat more

Aatan.a [RTORNES

ag having placed it
line, In the right he
Q! the bac!

In the second Interspace,

mithorax, he agke

L told him that I had not examined fhe back nor hng »

cnowledge of wounds of the b N~

anterlorly, In the mideclavienlar

d ma _af that time If we

Mr, Seecter. Would you relate the elrcumstances surrounding an article

which appeared abqut you In the Saturda
Dr. Perry. The ga‘tuﬁm

here, and talked with Dr,

possible article on the tre

¥ Evening Post, Dr. Perry?

venlng Post dontncted the departhient of surgery

and we requeated that no such artlecle

shortly thereafter about

printed, which apparently
New York Herald Tribune,
room No. 1, and described the

dent, Some of that

and Dr. 8hires on Saturday

Tom Shires, chief of surgical mervices, In regard to a
atment of the Presldent.

Thls was declined by us,

be printed, and Dr, Shires Informed me

this conversation. Sub
was a copyrighted Item. It first appeared in the
It contalned my picture and a pleture of traump
[ncidents surrounding

sequently, an article wag

the treatment of the Presl-

Information was obtained by personel interviow of mysgelf

tained from varlong Ppeople here,
Mr, SPEOTER, Waa the o 0.

Dr. Perry. There w

held, ana—r—d@m—mve—mﬁmmﬁma of the ofhier Teferencen
THAAE 1N the avticle, slnce They Wers aphare: ¥viows wWith 3

cle, since they were apparen y bas

other than myself,
Mr. SPEOTER, Dr. P

erry, have you talked
1 Government ahout thig matter prior to today?

Dr, Perry, Yes, X have,

Mr. SrecTER. Wou
oceaslons? As best
Dr. PERY, Well, I

a record of it, and I find at this t

Humes' call, T suppose X ghould have kept A little bette

“LLer record, since everything

was g0 kaleidoscople

with credentlals ag

MT. SPEGTER, On how man

personnel ?

Dr. Perry. At leaag %Pef:ee times, sir, A
of these, and unfortung Te lagt two gentlemen,

1d” you
you can recollect

relate whom

ac
rfaln_inaccuracles—th
curacies fn Identifiention of partielpants and there
gards to conversaflona purported to

1t.

morning, and I assume that the rest of it wag ob-

verall content wag falrly

have been

‘ol 1nterviews with péopla

to any representatives of the Federal

you have talked to and on what

talked to several people, and I regret that I did not keep

it Thave a very

elng affi]

names now,
Mr. SeecTeR. How
Dr, PereY. No, hig

about the first gen

elther. I wasg tryin

Ime that 2 Iot of these things such ng Dr,

Qifcult time nutting, the proper. pequence

on it. "I falked to several ople who Identified themselves_both b name and
1eople who ldentified | i y e_an
\ﬂﬁs_lﬂ_'pemtedﬁwlth the Secret Service,

Yy occas(dnis have you

allced with Becret Serviee

Now, I _can’t; glye you 1 the exact dates

tleman?

oL ean’t even véméimber Higly

E to think of the last tyo, I Indlcated

that they both had the same last name, but gt the present time it eseapes me,

Mr. SPECTER. What

Dr. Penry, Essentiall

my care of the Presid
Mr. Speorer. Hag

You have glven the Fe
Dr. Perey,

did yon teli them

ent.

¥y what I have tol.

in"essence?

d you In regard to my Impresslons and

there ever been any variatlon In the information whiech
deral Investigators?

. Dot In essence. There m

ay have been a Yyarlation in

wording or sequence of my Dresentation, but the tréitment as 1 ontil ed it to
you and as I outllneg 0 thém, To the best of my En“ow@g@@'ﬁdeﬁ‘é @

you talked to any other representatives of the Federal

/| conslstent.

Mr. SPEOTER. Have
Dr. Perry. I ta)

names elther,
Mr. BPECTER., What

Dr, Perry. Tagentia

selves as belng with the

| Government bestdes the Secret Service men?
1570 _gentlemen {nitiall

Within—who Identified them-
Federal Bureau of Investl_gqﬂon,_ I do not recall thejr

did they ask you about?

a8 to the origin of the nisalles and the

have to you that Y co

uld not ascertain ¢

1y the same questions

Ir trajectory,
his of my ow

In regard to what I might speculate

and I replled to them pg *
0 knowledra anad dasanthe
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svu sey corth here today the game Information which you
. e 3817

Dr. Peery, Yes, I think this is conslderably in more detail, belng esgentlally
the same thing,

Mr. 8eeerzn, Have you now told me about all of the talke you have had with
representatives of the Federnl Government prior to today?

Dr.'PeRry. I think Y have,

Mr, Brrcrer. And did you and T sit down and tallkk about the purpose of this
deposition and the questions which I wonld be asking you on tha record, before
this deposltion started?

Dr. Perry. Yes; we did.

Mr. SpecTer., And did you glve me the same information which you provided
on the record here today?

Dr. Perry, I have.

Mr. Specriz, Do you have anything to add which you think might be helpful
in any way to the President's Commisglon?

Dr. Perry. No, slr, 5

Mr. 8BpecTER, Dr, Perry, we appreciate your coming for your deposition today,
and I have given you a letter requesating your presence in ‘Washington on Mon-
day morning at 9 o'clock and I would ask you, for the record, to acknowledge
receipt of letter, 12 you will, please.

Dr, Perry, Yes; I have the latter here and I will be there.

Mr, 8peoreR, Thank you, very much, sir. Let me ask you one more question,
Dr. Perry, for the record, before we terminate thig deposition, What experlence
have you had, if any, with gnnshot wounda?

Dr, Perey. Y think in the course of my tralning here at Parkland, which is
a clty-county hospital and handles the great majorlty of the traumn cases that
occur in Dallas County, that ¥ have seen a falrly conslderable number of
travmatle wounds caused by knives, automobile accldents, gunshot wounds
of varlous types, !

Mr. Berorer, Have you had any experlence with gunshot wounds, in addi-
tlon to that obtalned here at Parkland?

Dr, Perry. You mean, in the servica?

Mr. SeeotER. Yes, sir.

Dr. PeRRY, No, X had oceaslon to see only one gunshot wound while T wae
In the service,

Mr, Beeorex. Can you estimate how many gunshot wound:/y/u have seen
while you have heen at Parkland?

Dr, Perry. Probebly it would be numbered in the hundreds,

Mr. Speorer. Have you had any formal training in balligtica?

Dr. Perny, No, other than the fact that X do some hunting and amateur hand
—-“"—'—"—"Rs—‘_\_ﬁ

loader,
Mr, SpeoTEn, Amateur what?

Dr. Perry, ateur hand lpader—hand load gmmunition,
Mr. SpEcTER. Thank you very much, . .

Dr. Perry, Al right, Thank you,

TESTIMONY OF DR, WILLIAM KEMP CLARK

The testimony of Dr. Willlam Kemp Clark wag taken at 11:50 a.m,, on
March 21,.1964, at Parkland Memorlal Hospital, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Arlen Bpec-
ter, assiatant counsel of the Presldent's Commisslon.

Mr. SrecTER. Would you atand up plense, Dr, Clark, and ralse your right
hand?

Do you solernly swear that the testimony you will glve before the Presldent's
Commisslon on the Assassination of Presldent Kennedy fn thlg deposition

¢’

proceeding will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

Dr, CLAER, I do,

Mr, 8pecTER, You may he seated.

Dr, CrLark, Thank you,

Mr. SPEGTER, The President’s Commlaslon is investigating an facts related
to the Assnssination of Prestdent Kennedy, and you have been asked to testify
In this deposition proceeding relating to the medleal treatment received by
Presldent Kennedy at Parkland Memorial Hospital and all facts incldent thereto.

Dr. Clark, have you recelved a letter from the Presldent’s Commisslon enclos-
ing a copy of the Hxecutive Order eatablishing the Commission and a copy of
a Senate and House Joint Resolution ahout the Commisslon, and a letter relating

. to the taking of testimony by the Commlaslon?

Dr, CLARK, Y have. .

Mr., Srrorer. And are you willing to proceed with this deposition today, even
though 8 days have not elapsed between' the time you received the letter and
this morning?

Dr. CLARK, Yes,

Mr. SpEoTER, Would you state your full name for the record, pleass?

Dr, CLARE, Wllljam Kemp Clark,

Mr, SPECTER, Wl you outline in a general way your educatlonal background,
please? :

Dr. CLARK, Yes. T graduated from the University of Texas In Austin, 1944,
I graduated from the Universlty of Texas Medleal Braneh at QGalveston in 1948,
I interned at Indlana Unlverslty Medical Center and was a resldent n surgery
there from 1948 to 1850. I spent 2 years in the Air Force and then took my
residency in neurological surgery at Columbla Presbyterlan Hospital in New
York City. Thls was from 1058 to 1056, at which time I came to the University
of Texas, Southwestern Medical 8chool, ag chafrman of the division of neuro-
loglcal surgery.

" Would you like the professional quallficationg?

Mr, SProTER, Yes: may I have the professional qualifications In summary
form, if you will, please,

Dr. CLARK, I am board certifled by the American Board of Neurological
Surgery. Y am g Fellow with the American College of Surgeons. T am a
member of the Harvey Cushing Society,

Mr, SPEOTER, What ig the Harvey Cushing Soclety, by the way?

Dr. CLArk. It 15 the Targest soclety of neurologlcal Burgeons in the world,

Mr. SPECTER, And what do your duties conslat of wlith Tegpect to the Sonth-
western Medleal School of the Unlversity of Texas?

Dr. CLARK, I am in char the dlvision of neurolo, cal surgery and carry
the responsibiiity of administering thls depar ment or this divislon, .Arrange
the Tnatruction or medTeq] sEud’e’Et?Tﬁ‘"ﬁEu‘rologlcn‘l_surgery and to “conduct

Tesearch {WEhlE flald,

Mr, SPECTER. were your duties back on November 22, 10637

Dr, Crank, Dssentfally these. Y also, as chalrman of the divislon, have
the responglbility ns Qlrector of neurologlcal surgery at Parkland Memorial
Hospital which fg the major teaching hospltal of the medical school,

Mr, Seecrer, Did you recelve notification on November 22, 1088, that the
Prestdent had been Wwounded and wag en route to thig hospital?

Dr, CLARK, Yes, alr; I did,

Mr. 8reoTER. Do you know at approximately what time you got that noti-
fleation?

Dr. CLARR, Approxlmately 12:20 or 12 :30.

Mr, SeEcrer, And what actlon, If any, didq you take 88 a result of recelving
that notifAcation?

Dr, CLARK. Y went immediately to the emergency room at Parkland Hospltal.
I wag in the laboratory at Southwestern Medica) School when this word reached
me by phone from the hospital,

Mr. SpEorER. And at approximately what tlme dig you then arrive at the
emergency room ? '




Dr. Cranrk, Y would eatimate [t took a minute and a half to two minutes, so
I would guess that I arrlved approximately 12:80,

Mr, Seecrer. An¢ who was present, if anyone, upon your arrival, attending
to the Presldent?

Dr. Crark, Dr. Jenklins, that is M, T, Jenkins, I suppose I ought to say, Dr.
Ronald Jones, Dr. Malcolm Perry, Dr. James Carrico; arriving elther with me
or immediately thereafter were Dr. Robert McClelland, Dr, Paul Peters, and
Dr. Charles Baxter.

Mr. Specrer. What dld you observe the Presldent’s condltion to be on your
arrival there? s

"TDT. CLARK. The President was lylng on hig back on the emergency cart. Dr,
LPerry was performing a tracheotomy, There were chest tubes being Inserted.
Dr. Jenkins was assisting the Presldent’s resplrations through a tube in hls
trachea, Dr. Jones and Dr, Carrico were administering flulds and blood intra-
venously. The Presldent was making a few spasmodic respiratory efforts, I
assisted In withdrawing the endotracheal tube from the throat as Dr, Perry
wag then ready to insert the tracheotomy tube. X then examined the President
briefly.

My findings showed his puplils were widely dilated, did not react to light,
and his eyes were devinted outward with a slight skew deviation.

I then examined the wound in the back of the President's head. This was &
large, gaping wound in the right posterlor part, with cerebral and cerebellar
tissue belng damagad and exposed. There was conslderable blood loss evident
on the carriage, the floor, and the clothing of some of the peopla present. I
would estlmate 1,600 cc. of blood being present.

As I was examining the President’s wound, X felt for a carotld pulse and
felt none. Therefore, I begnan external cardlac massage and asked that a
cardlotachioscope be connected, Because of my positlon it was difficult to
administer cardiac massage. However, Dr, Jones stated that he felt a femoral
pulse,

Mr, SPECTER., Whet s & femoral pulse? .

Dr. Cranx. ‘A femoral artery is the main artery going to the legs, and at
the junction of the leg and the trunk you can feel the arterlal pulsatlon in
this artery. Because of my position, cardlac massage was taken over by Dr.
Malcolm Perry, who was more advantageously situated.

Mr, SpecTER. What did the cardiotachloscope show at that time?

Dr. Crark. By this tlme the cardlotachloscope, we just call It a eardiac
monitor for n better word——

Mr, SpEorer. That's a good word.

Dr. Crark. The cardiotachioscope had been attached and Dr, Fouad Bashour
had arrived. Thera was transient electrleal activity of the President’s hearf
of an undefined type. Approximately, at this time the external eardiac massage
became ineffectual and no pulsationa could be felt. At this time it was declded
to pronounce the President dead.

Mr. SpECTER. At what tlme was this fixed?

Dr, CLark, Death was fixed at1 p.m.

Mr. SpEcTER. Was that a preclse time or an approximate time, or In what
way did you fix the tlme of death at 1 o'clock?

Dr. Crarx. This was an approximation as it ig, first, extremely difficult to
state preclsely when death occurs. Secondly, no one was monitoring the
cloek, so an approximation of 1 o’clock was chosen.

Mr. SPECTER, Who was it who actually fixed the time of death?

Dr, Crarx. Idid.

Mr. SpeoTER. And did you have any part in the filling out of the death
certificate?

Dr, CLAnk, Yes.

Mr. SrEcTER, And what dld you do with respect to that?

Dr. Craek. I filled out the death certlficate at the request of Dr. George

O Burkley, the President’s physiclan at the White House, signed the death certifi-
2 cate ans a reglstered physician In the State of Texas, and gave this to him to

nanammnnnug tha hada ta Tochinatan

o
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Mr. BrrorER, DId you advise anyone else in the i
St OF o e 99 Presidential party of the

Dr, CLaRK, Yes; Y told Mrs Kennedy, the President's

" s wife, of his death.

My, SPECTER, And what, if anything, did she respond to you? ‘

Dr. CrArx. She told me that she knew it and thanked me for our efforts,
bog;r?. SPECTER, Were any bullets or parts of bullets found-in the President’s
= £;.1 tg;.mx. Not by me, nor did I gee any such misslles recovered at Parldand

Mr, SeECTEE. Were you a part of any press conf
i B 06 e T & Y press conference which followed on

J]\)Ir. CLARE, Yes, sir; I was.

- Mr. SrEoreR. And who made the arrangements for th
e press confe

Dr. CLARE, Mr, Malcolm Kilduff, the Presidential press secz}ze ary. wenee!

Mr. SPECTER, At what time did the press conference occur?

Dr. Crarx, Approximatel 2:80 .

gr. gram'tm. ‘Where was it held?

r. CLARK, It was held in room 101-102 Parkland Hogpltal

Mr, SrecrER. What mechanical instru;:uent -y
e e W 8 ¥ere used, If any, by the press

Dr. CLARK. Tape recorders and television cam

. €ras, as well a
. ﬂg[s nid,p@ncmAforth- 3 8 the usual note
T, DPECTER. And who was Interviewed d
torerise A Dol d durlng the course of the press ¢on-

Dr, CLark. Dr. Malcolm Perry and myself,

Mr. 3PECTEE. NO One elge?

Dr, CrARk. No.

Mr. SPEOTER, Wh
Wi What, if anything, did you say then in the course of that press

Dr. CLARK. I described the President’s wou

A nd in his h
same way as I have descrlbed it here. T was aske Pt e o the

entrance wound, an ex!t wound, or wh Id i St
but I felt it wag a ¢ Tal wound[.' #h nd LRI Conld e RIS
Mr, SPECTER, Which wound d you refer to at thi
Dr. CLARK. The wound in the head, o thme?
Mr. Speorer. Did you deseribe at that time what you meant by “tangential”?

Dr, CraARg, Yes, sir; T did.

Mr. SPECTER. What definition of “tangential” diq You make at that time?

Dr. CLARK. As T remember-T defined th “
A e WO g al I3
an object obliquely, not & uarely or head on, "-tangential” 8 beln —Btrlkigg

Mr. SPECTER. WIII you deseribe at this time in
somewhat greater detall the
consequences of a
Mo tangential wound as contrasted with another type of a
Dr, OLark. Let me begin by sayln ;
g that the dama
stﬁcksby a bullet or other migsile—— FETerly. u.Tg Srben
. SPEOTER. May the record show that I interru
pted the deposition for about
rerJu’Ilnul‘es to ascertain what our afternoon schedule would be here beeauge the
lﬁgl ar administration office ordinarily closes at 12 o’clock, which wag Just about
1 sﬁingu:ﬁ: aglcl), H-'?:d é:l;in We resumed the deposltion of Dr. Olark ag he was dis-
! concept of tangential and other t
Gb Sty el T types of striking,
Dr, CLARK. The cffects of any misslle strik
king an organ or a funectio o
s;xreliz v:ll:icg 15;11&6 llzy‘ the missile in passing through this organ whenrall bf;lltljtlai
e head, § able to pass through rapidly without sheddin
f»gﬁriy into the braln, Iittle damage results, other than that part of thle irﬂg
b ch {8 Idl.x-eetly penetrated by the missile. However, if it atrikes the skull
- An angle, It must then penetrate much more bone than norma] therefore, ig
: Sely to shed more energy, striking the brain a more powerful blow. ' '
) hecondly, In striking the bone in thls manner, it may canse pleces of the bone
0 be blown into the brain ang thus act as secondary mlsslles. Finally, the

BP}IPE__iEae_I:t- may be deformed and deflected 80 that it would g0 thromeh on
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Mr, SrecTER. Now, referring back to the press conference, did you deflne a
tangential wound at that time?

Dr. CraRx, Yes,

Mr. SpEcTER. And what else ald you state at the press conference at 2:30
on November 227

Dr. CLARK., I stated that the Preaident had lost considerable blood, tha: one
of the contributing causes of death was this massiye blood loss, that Y was un-
able to state how ma Y. wounds the President had sustained or from what angle
they ¢atild have ome. T T v e SRS

I finaly remember stating that the President’s wound wad obviously a maisive
one and was insurvivable,

Mr, Sreorer. What did Dr, Perry say at that time, during the course of that
press conference, when the camerag were operating?

Dr. Craek, Ag I recall, Dr. Perry stated that there was a small wound in
the President'y throat, that he made the inciston for the tracheotomy through
thls wound, He discovered that the trachea wag deviated go he felt that the
missile had énfere e Presldent's ches aslied Tor ¢hest tubes then to be
“Pliced 1o the pleural cavitles, He was asked If thls wouna in "the throat was
an entrance Wound or an exIt wound, Hg " was_small and clean fo it
could have been an entrance wound, e

Mr. Sp=oreR. DId he BAY anything else that you can recollect now In response
to the question of whether it twas 8 wound of entrance or ex|t?

Dr. Crarg, No, 8lr; I eannot reeall, :

Mr. SPECTER. Were you a part of a second presg conference, Dr. Clark?

Dr. Crsrx, Yes, air. )

Mr. Sprorer. And when did that second press conference oceur?

Dr, OLsrg, On ﬁgturdag. the 23d.

Mr, SproTER, At RDOUL WRAE Hme

Dr, Crarr, SometIme In the morning, as I recall,

Mr. SPEOTER. Golng back to fhe 8t press conference for Just & minute, wtich
televisfon networks were involqu. on that?

Dr, Crarr, Without sounding facetlous, everyone, including some I had never
heard of,

Mr. SPEcTER. Can you recollect any besldes the three major networks—AN3C,
CBS, and NBG?

Dr, Crark, This is all I remembper. I remember 8eelng In the room two re-
porters from Dallag newspapers whom I know and the radlo and television
stations were also present,

Mr, BreoTER. Now, going back to the second conference which I hag starved
asking you about, had you had an opportunity to tell me what time of day that
was?

Dr. Craex, It wagin the morning, as I recall. :

Mr. SPECTER. And what television stations or networks were involved in that
conference?

Dr. Cravx, Again, all three major networks, and Y belleve through_ our local
affiliates. 1t'does not scem ag ough this one was as Jammed in ag Tull as the
first ohe—— e

Mr, SPECTER. And who arranged that press conference?

Dr. CrArk. That Dress conference was arranged by Mr. Steve Landregan,
agsistant administrator and publle relations officer for the hospital. Thig is kig
office,

Mr. SpECTER, And who spoke at that press conference while the televislon
cameras were grinding?

Dr, CrAaex. Dr, Perry and myself,

Mr. §pECTER. And what did you say at that time?

Dr. Crarx, Bsgentlally the same thing as I had on the first press conference,
again defining tangential, and again describing the’ President's wound as belng
masslve and unsurvivable, .

Mr. SpEoTER, And what did Dr. Perry, at that time, say?

as he first naw him, when he was first called, and he deserlbed the manner in

whiah ha weac cnvtion

eR. D 4 he spy. anything about-whether the neck wound was a point
189

o e -

D}'.'L GLaRK. 1 do not remember——I speclficnlly discussed this—may I add some-
thing to what I snid in the ATat pre i conference?

‘M. SPECTER, YeuT please do, it You fid Boriething that comes to mind, pleage
feel free to add that.

Dr. Crark. All right. T.et me check what I remember Dy, Perry gald at the
first press conference. He was nsked If the neck wound could 58 & wound of
entrance or appeared to0 B A Wound oF exIt, and Dr. Perry sald something Iike
“FossIDIy ot concelvably,” or something of this sort.

. SPECTER. And, did he elaborate as to how that projectory would have been
possible In that press conference?

Dr. CLaRR. He did not elaborate on this. One of the reporters with gestures
Indieated the direction that such a bullet would have to take, and Dr. Perry
quite obvlously had to agree that this is the way It had to g0 to get from there
to the top of his head. .

Mr. Sprorem. But that wasg a possible trajectory undar the elrecumatances?

Dr. CLARX, Yes,

Mr. SpecTER, How would that have been postulated In terms of striking spe-
cific parts of the body?

Dr. CrLasx. Well, on a speculation, thlg would mean that the missfle would
have had to have been fired from below—uvward or that the Presldent wasg
hanglng upside down,

Mr. SPeCTER, Did Dr. Perry discusy anything with yov prior to that secon -
conference about & felephonac hngton; Do ———. /Q

Dr. Craix, Yes| Ko did, o

Mr, SPECTER. Would you relate briefly what Dr. Perry told you about tha
subject? o T T T e e

Dr, Crark, Yes; Dr. Per
Hospital on twa_occaslons

ry _stated that he had talked to the Bethesda Naval

i mgyond that he knew what the autopsy
findings had shown and that he wish to b questioned by the press, ag
hé™Htid béeh eked by Bethesds o coifine hig rbzﬂarks—tb‘{:hﬂ:\'fvﬁl'cﬁ'hé: knew
from having examined the Presldent, and suggested that the major part of this

L85 CONTETENCE be conducted by me., "™ {;
Mr, SpECTER. Wag anyone else present when he expressed those thoughtg W)/

to you?

Dx, Crark. I belleve that Mr. Price and Dr. Shireg were present. Y could
be wrong on that,

Mr, SeEcTER. Now, were you a part of a third press conference?

Dr, Crark, Yes, sir. )

Mr, SpecTER, And when did that oceur?

Dr. Crarx. During_ the Iolowlng week-—I. have forgotten exactly the day.

Mr, SpEcTER. And what networks were involved at that time?

Dr. Crazk, It was CBS,

Mr, SeEcTER. “Was that & elevision conference?

Dr. CLARK. Yes; this wag filmed,

Mr, SrECTER, And who arranged that conference?

Dr. Orark. Again, Mr, Landregan.

Mr. SPECTER. And who spoke at that conference?

Dr. Crark. Dr. Shew, Dr. Shires, Dr. Baxter, Dr. MecClelland, Dr. Jenking,
Dr. Gleseke, and myself,

Mr, SPECTER Was

Dr. CrLArk. Yes; Dr. P 3

Mr, SeecTER. Would you_outline brief]
differed In any way from what you said before?

Dr, Crark, No, sir; it did not.

Mr, SpEcTER, What did Dr. Perry say at that time?

ry there at that time?
wag the

Y. .what you said at that time, 1f it

# B Dr. Crarrk. Essentially the same thing that he had sald hefore, describing
a. the wound ip the throat, describing Ty e_condItlon ot the Prasident; how heyag

Dr. Crarr. Dr, Perry sald very little, He described the President's coudltionﬁ -

called and go forth,

Mr. SPECTER. DIA he sammant et thas $ewa ws, ke 8 8
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Dr, Crark. [ don’t remember.

Mr. SPEOTER, wha r. Shaw say at that time?

Dr. Cranrk. Dr. Shaw deserthed Governor Conrally’s chest wound. He
deseribed what wag done for him, the operatlon In some detail. e deseribed
the fact that Governor Connally was consclous up untll the time he was
anesthetlzed Iv the operating room

Mr. 8pgerer. And what did Dr. Shires say at that time? .

Dr. Cuank. Dr. Shires described the wounds suffered by Oswald and what
was done In an attempt fo save him.

Mr, SpecreR. And how about Dr. Gleseke, what did he say?

Dr. Cramk. Dr, Gleseke corroborated Dr, Shaw's statements regardlng Gov-
ernor Connally’s condition and his remalning conselous until he wag anesthe-
tized by Dr. Gieseke,

Mr. SpecrER, What did Dr. Baxter say at that conference?

Dr. Crark, Dr. Baxter deseribed President Kennedy's condition as he saw
it, stated that he had assisted {n the placing in the chest tubeg on President
Kennedy, and that he had been present at Oswald’s operation.

Mr. Specrer. D ] he the neck wound that President Ken-
nedy suffered with specific respect s to whether it was point of entry or exit?

Dr. Cranx. I don't remember—I don't helleve he ald.

Mr, Specter, Now, have we covered all the doctors who spoke at that presy
conference? :

Dr. CLARK. Except Dr. Jenking.

My, SpecTER. And what dld Dr. Jenking say at that time? .

Dr. Cranx. Dr. Jenkins described belng called to attend Presldent Kennedy,
how he got there with his anesthesia machine, that he found an endotrachea
tube had already been inserted. Ile hooked up and he described the activities
in the emergerey room, operating room No. 1, and he deseribed the atopping
of the President’'s heart and the declsion to pronounce him dead. He went
ahend to describe the operation on Mp. Oswald and the extent of blood loss,
ete, which he had sustained. ,

Mr, SPECTER. Now, Jere you Involved fn still o puhsequent press conference?

Dr. CLark, Yes, slr; Y was.

Mr, Speerse, And with whom was that press conference?

Dr. Crarx, Thig wag with NBG and was approximately 2 weoks aftor the
assasslnafion, ~ =

Mr. SPECTER, And who arranged that press conference?

Dr. Crark. Mr, Landregan.

Mr. SpEoTeR. And was that fllm

Dr. Crank. Ye5, that was also fAilmed..

Mr. Seecter,” And who spoke at that time? .

Dr. Cuarx. I 5pole @lone as & representative of the department and so
stated in the conference, ”

Mr, 8pECTER. And what did you gny at that time?

Dr. Crark. Essentially the same thing as had been stated before.

Mr, Srecrer. Now, were you n part of still another press conference?

Dr. CLARK. Yas,

Mr, SpEOTER. When was that?

* Dr. Crark. The weel after the assagsinatl n,

Mr. Spmwzm‘mmgm_n{igmgg ‘conference?

Dr. CLark, With BEC.

Mr, SpecteER. Who arranged that?

Dr. Crark, Mr, Landregan, agaln,

My, SpECTER. And did anyone else participate in that press conference with
you? .

Dr. CrARk, No,

Mr. 8PeOTER, And was that televised, filmed, or simply recorded?

Dr. Crarx, It was simply recorded. ’

Mr, SeecTeR. And what did you say at that time?

Dr. Crarx, Exactly the same thing as I have.sald at the previous confer- C

ences, describing the President’s conditlon, his wound, and what transpired
nfter ¥ avrivad

Mr, SpECTER. At any of the press conferences we
; Te
on the left side oF the President’s heaqy $on Acked about 2 hole
Dr. CLARE. Yes. T
Mr. SpEOTER. At which conference or conferences?

Dr. CLARE, L was _asked about thig at the CBS confe
1 personally saw no such wound. =SSP I atated that
mm you about It at that time, 1f you reeall?

Dr, CLARK, The man who was conductin g
g€ the conference. This was brought
up by one of the physiclans, I think Dr. Me lell STE WHE Gon (g
comSlon-oF siist o-maysiel . McOlelland, that ther 5 _s0me di_s:_

~MF, SFEGTER, . McClellan th &h h
Dr. Cranm, Mo, o ohond.-5g_that he had scen such a wound?

Mr. SPEOTER. What was the orlgin, if you ag to
’ the | y
\Ygu?d, that is, who SUgpested that thore Fal EAT have been n v:ouxr‘i%r
side ’
Iﬁr. osmxx. I don’t recall—T don't recall,
T. SPEOTER. ere been some comment_that the rles -
mgxt that there was o wound on fhe leff side of 1ead” Dregts.nade & com
r, CLArK, T heard this aubsequgﬁ?:fy from one of the re;
the press conférence G ’ ® TOPORENE who attendea
Mr, SpEcTER, i
Dr. Crark. Y@, glr,
Mr, SPECTER. Where were they fn relation to th
: e President at that time?
Dr. Craxx, t'[‘hey were on the right gide of the Presldent’s body.
dexlftl";; Shmv.c(;rm‘:?i 'N;hﬁglyog described the massive wound at the top of the Presi-
ead, e brelu protruding; did yo
wound on the President's head? B you obserte exy other fle or
Dr. Crarx, No, slr; I did not, .
ollm-. Sps;lormz. Did you observe, to malke my questlon very specific, a bullet
Lo r ]w at app X DIIIEE Nole Tn the posterlor seaip, approximately
5 em. laterally to fie lght, slightly above the external soc pital protuberant,

measuring 16 by 8 mm,

Dr, Crarx. No 3y Ly
liod D ,4 slr; I did not, Th!g_could_l_}gg_ easily been hidden in the

Mr, Sprorer. Did you observe any bullet
el ki y wounds or any other wound on the
Dr, Crarxg, No, BIr; Y did not,

Mr. SpeoTER.
gy Was the President ever turned over while he wag in the emer-

Dr. Crark, Not in my presence; no, sir.

Mr. SeeotEr. And aid you leave bef
T i ek ore, with, or after pj] the other doctorg

Dr. Crazg, I left after all the other doctors who were in attendance, because

i Hs,;zee?n ;;gy_hndr.bBa_k_l_é}%pmr We had fhe @ eath certificate slgned and the
Hompoa 2 ad beer madeto transport the President’s body ouf. of Parkland
Mr. SPECTER, You 8ay Dr, Burldey or Buckley?
Dr. OrARk, Dr, Burkley.

Mr. BPEOTER, That'y the Presldent’s private p: lei
Dr. OLark, Yes, s pavsleiant

s

ests actually in trauma room 19
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1 have just described as being 15 by 8 mm, and 2.5 em. to the right and slightly
above the external occlpital protuberant was a point of entrance of a bullet
in the Presldéiit’s head at o time when the President’s head was moved slightly
forward with his chin dropplng_into his chest, when he was riding in an open

caf at n SIEAtly downhill position. ‘me
in a hypothetical fashion, they conclude a e et would have taken
a more or less stralght course, exiting from the center of the President’s skull
at a point indleated by an opening from three portions of the skull reconstructed,
which had been brought to them—would those findings and those conclusions
be conslstent with your observations if you assumed the additional facts which
I have brought to your attention, in addition to those which you have per-
sonally observed? '

Dr. Crarx. Yes, sir.

Mr. Sercrer. Dr. Clark, In the line of your speclalty, could you comment as
to the status of the President with respect to competency, had he been able
to survive the head injuries which you have described and the total wound Whlg
he had? '

Dr, CrArx. This, of course, is a question of tremendous Importance. Just
let me state that the loss of cerebrellar tissue would probably have been of minfmal
consequence In the performance of his duties, The loss of the right ocelpital
and probably part of the right parletal lobes would have been of specific im-
portance. ‘This would have led to a visual fleld deflelt, which would.have
interfered in & major way with his~ahility fo_read, not the interpretation of
reading Tatter per se, But_the acquisition of informaffon from the printed
page. He would have had speclfie diffieulty_with finding the next line in.a book
or paper. This would have proven to be a specific handicap in getting informa-
tion on which, as the President of the United States, he would have to mct.

How much damage he would have had to his motor system, that is, the ability
to control or coordinate his left extremities, I would not know. This con-
ceivably could have been a problem in enabling him to move about, to appear
in public, et cetera, Finally, and probably most important, since the brain, ag
far as at {te higher levels, largely as a unit, the loss of this much brain tissue
likely would have impaired his ability in abstract reasoning, imagination;
whereas, the pirt of the Presldent's braln struck is not that part specifically
concerded with these matters. The elfect of loss of considerable brain_tlssue
does nffect the tofdl performance of the organ In these matters. There would
be”grave doubfs in my wmind a8 fo our abllity as physiclang to give n clear
answer regarding his ability fo functlon a4 Preésident of the United States.

Our ability to judge this is sometimes sorely tried when deallng with people
with conslderably less intellectual and moral demands made upon them,

Mr. Serorer. Doctor, did you prepare certain written reports based on your
participation in the treatment of President Kennedy?

Dr. CrArg, Yes, sir; I did.

Mr. SeeoTER. And I now show you a document which has been supplied to
the President’s Commission, which we have marked as Commission Exhibit
No. 392, and I now show you the second and third sheets, which purpont to
be the summary made by you and ask If that was prepared by you?

Dr, CLagg, Yes, sir; it was,

Mr, SeecTer. And, are the facts set forth in those tivo sheets true and
correct?

Dr. CrArK. Yes, sir,

Mr, SpeorErR. And I now show you a 2%-page summary which purports to
bear your slgnature, being dated November 22, 1888, and I ask you if that, in
fact, {s your slgnature?

Dr, Crark, Yes; it is.

Mr, Sreorer. And, was, In fact, this report made In your own hand con-
cerning the treatment which you rendered to the Presldent?

Dr. OLARg, Yes, sir,

Mr. SpEcTER. And are the facts set forth therein true and correet?

Dr, Crark. Yes, sir,

Mr. Seeorer. Have you mdde any other written report or other writings of
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Dr. OrArk, No; I have not. :

Mr. Seecrer. Have you been Interviewed or discussed this matter with any
Federal representative prior to today?

Dr. CLARE, Yes, sir; I have,

Mr. SeectER. And whom did you talk to?

Dr, Crark. I talked to an FRBI agent a few days anfter the asgassination,
in Mr. Jack Price's ofice, :

Mr, SpeoTER. And who is Mr. Prlce, for the record at this point?

Dré Cll.:;lx. Hifh’}[ -ht.he administrator of Parkland Memorial Hospltal, This
agent ng me ad recovered any misslles or fragments of missiles from
the President’s body. I said I did nof, and fie asked me If I knew of anyone fn
Parkland Hospital who had recovered such evidence and I agsured him I dlq 1o,

Mr. SproteR. Did he 8K you anything further?

Dr. CrArk. No, sir,

Mr, SpEOoTER. Did you tell him anything further?

Dr. CrArK. No, sir,” I offered to answer any questions he might have asked
ang he said that was all he wished to know.

Mr. SpecTer. And did you talk to any other representative of the Federal
Government at any time before today?

Dr. CLARE, Yes: I talked to a member of the | Secret_Service approximately

month after the ‘assassmation. m*"ﬁb‘mm—on‘mﬁ"‘demo;g. once by
phone, and he asked me I} I had a copy of the written report submitted by
DF. Ronald Jones, and 1 told him I did not. .

"I subsequently talked €0 DIm In person. He showed me the summary that
I prepared and sent to Dr. Burkley, the same document I just Identifled
here, and my own handwritten report of the events of the afternoon of the

224 of November. He asked me if T prepared these and I told him I had, He -

(.

asked me if I had any other written records. I told him T did not. He said, !

“Do you have any additional informatfon than you have written?” I said
I did not, He thanked me very much for coming,

Mr. BPEOTER. Have you now summarized sll of the conversations you have
had with any representative of the Federal Government prior to today?

Dr, Orargk. Yes, gir.

Mr, SeEorER. And have you had any converyations with any representative
of the State government prior to today?

Dr. CLARK, No, slr.

Mr. SepECTER. Before you were sworn in to have your deposition taken,
did you and I have a disensaion about this matter?

r, CLARK, Yes, sir; a pleasant discussion of what the functlon of this

Commisslon. s,

Mr. SpECTER. An’t_}_,_u_.l_qc_;, all of what I would be asking orce the record was
open and we started taking your depdstEion ?

Dr., CLAEK, Yes, sir. -

Mr. SeeoTER. And have we covered on the record with ihe court reporter
transeribing all the subjects which you and I discussed informally and prior
to the start of the more formal session here?

Dr; CrAR, Yes, slr,

Mr. SpEorER. Do you have anythiug which you would care to add, which
you think might possibly be helpful to the Commission in any way, Dr. Clark?

Dr, CLARR. No, sir; I'm afraid I don’t,

Mr. 8PEOTER, Thank you very much for coming, We surely appreclate it,
Dr. Olark. Thank you, Dr, Clark,

Dr, Crarg. Thank you,

TESTIMONY OF DR. KEMP CLARK RESUMED

The testimony of Dr. Kemp Clark was taken at 12 :05 p.m., on March 25, 1964,
at Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Tex,. by Mr. Avlen Rnootor esetetnei
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, or inecompletely quoted from me. i
* the President’s chest rests on the reagons_ror
d

'Olur

i| SUTEeon wen

Mr. Seecter, May the record show that Dr. Kemp Clark has returned to
have a few additional questions asked of him following the deposition which
was taken on March 21,

Dr, Clark, the purpose of this, additional deposition ia the game ag the first
one, except that ¥ am golung to ask you a few addltlonal questions based upon a
translation of an srtlcle which appeared In "I/ ress”, which hag been pro-
vided tomeninee the deposition af'm'eLSam.:BEEL :

Would youpléase stand up agaln and ralse your right hand?

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before the Presl-
dent’s Commission in this deposition proceeding will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the trath, so help you God ?

Dr. Crarg. I do. : .

My, SpeorER, Dr. Clark, I have made avallable to you, have I not, what
burports to be a translatlon -from French of the "I Bxpress” issue of Febru-
ary 20, 18847

Dr. OLARK, Yes, slr,

Mr. SPEoTER., And let me read for the record and for you this excerpt.

“On his part according to the New York Times of November 27, 'Dr. Kemp
who signed the Kennedy death certifiente, declared that a bullet hit
ITm TigKEWhere tha kot of his neckile was. He added,” apparently referring
t0_you, " 'this bullet penetrated Into his chest and dld mot come out'. The

y Ehat the second wound of the Presldent was tangential'

and that [t had béen eiused by o byllet which hIt the TIgRE 6Ide of his head' .

mﬁaﬁgn Is—what, If anything, dld you Bay to & New

York Tlmes representative or anyone, for that matter, with respect to whether
o bullet hit the President where the knot of his necktie was, 3

Dr. Crarx. I remember using the phrage to describe the locatfon of a wound
in the President's thront as being at the point of hig knot of his necktle. I do
not reeall ever specifically statlng that this was an entrance wound, as has
been snld before. Y waas not pregent when the Presldent arrived and did not
see this wound. If any statement regarding its entrance or exit was made by
me, It was indleating thet there was a small wound described there by the
physlelans who first saw the President.

A specific quotation regarding entrance or exit, I feel, i3 a partlal quotation
The part pertalning to the Dbyller cntering
r_the placing of the chest tubes
I, wat tHé assumption, based on

whicH Were belng Insertsd when I arrive

| the prée¥lously deseribed devlation 'pf‘th‘é"'traghea and the presence of blood in

rd

the strap musclés of the tieck that n Wound or infsslle wound might have entered
the President’s chesn,— == ) '

Mr. SPECTER. Well, what was there, Dr. Clark, In _the deviatlon of the trachea
und the presence of blood in the strap muscles of the neck which so Indicated?

Dr. CLARK, Assumitig thaf a missile had entered the pleural space, if thera

had been bleeding Into the pleural space, the trachea would have been devlated
or had there been leakage of air into the Dleural space, the trachea would have
been deviated, ag it Is the main condult of air to the two lungs, Collapse of a
lung would have produced, or will produce devintion of the trachen. There
being n wound In the throat, there being blood In the strap muscles and there
being deviation of the trachen in the presence of a grlevously wounded patient
without opportunity for X-ray or other diagnostic measures, Dr, Perry assumed

that the findingg In the neck were due to ‘penetration of the missile Into the

chest.” For thi5 iéagon, he requested chest tubes to be placed.

My, SeEoTER, WelL, Is the deviation of the trachea and the presence of bleeding
on the strap musclee of the necl and the other factors which you have recited
cqually consistent with n wound of exit on the neck?

Dr. CLaRK, Yes, sir. Turthermore, let me say that the presence of the devia-

g tlon of the trachea, with blood in the strap muscles, are by no means diagnostle

of penetration of the chest, and the placing of the chest tubes was prophylactic
had such an eventuality oceurred.
Mr. SPECTER, Was there any external indication that there was a missile in

Dr. Crark, No, atr .

Mr, SrEOTER. Was it the preliminary thought that the misglle might have been
In the chest by virtue of the fact that this wound was noted on the neck?

Dr. Crark, Yes; yith the other factors T have enumeranted.

Mr. SPECTER, And at that time, not Iknowing what the angle might have been
or any of the surrounding clrcumstunces, then you proceeded to take precau-
tl(;m;;y measures as If there might have been a missile in the chest at, some
poin

Dr, Crank, That ig correct.
happened,

Mr, SPECTER., As the quotation appears in the isgue of "I Express,” “Thig

bullet penetrated Into his chest and did not come out,” would that then be an
.Becurate quotation of something that you 8aid, Ur. Olarky o
Dr Crarg, No, gir. et 0T

Mr. SPECTER. Dr. ark, while you are here again, I would Ilike to ask you a
few additional questions,

Let the record shoy that since I have taken your deposition, I have taken the
deposltions of many additional witnesses and none has been transeribed, so I am
not in a position to vefer to a record (o see what I asked yon before or to frankly
recollect precisely what I asked you before, 80, to some extent these questions
may be overlapping.

Did you observe the President’s back at that tHime when he wag In the emer-
gency room?

Dr. CLARg. No, sir.

Mr. SPECTER., What was the reason for your not looking at hig back?

Dr. CLARK. First, the duration of time that the President wag allve In the
érmergency room was a brief duration. All efforts were bent toward saving hig
life rather than Inspection for precise location of wounds, After hig death it wag
not our position to try to evaluate all of the concelvable organg or areas of the
body, knowing that an autopsy would be performed and that this would be fay
ore meaningful than g cursory external examination here,

Mr, SPEOTER. Was there any g wound in the President’s back?

Dr. CLarx. In the back of hig head.

Mr, SpecTER. But how about on the back of hig body, was there any bleeding
wound noted?

Dr. CLux.\SlngMMn the President over, I cannot answer that
specifieally, We 5w none, ag Y previously sfated, o

Mr. SPEcTER. Did you undertake any action to ascertain whether there had-
been a violation to a major extent of the back part of his body?

Dr, CLARK, No, sir.

Mr. SPECTER. That I8, none was taken by you personally? |

Dr. CrARk. That's correct.

Mr. SpecTER, Dr. Carrica testifled earlier todny, being the first doctor to reach
him, that he felt the President’s back to determine whether there Wwas any major
violation of that aren,

Would that be a customary action to take to ageertaln wivether there waa any
major wound, by the doctor who first examined the patient?

Dr. Crarx, Yes. sir.

Mr. SPEOTER. Assuming that the President had a bullet wound of entry on the
upper right.posterior thornx, just above the upper border of the seapula, 14 ¢mg.
from the right acromion process, 14 cm, below the tlp of the right mastold
pracess, would there have been a hloody type wound ?

Dr. CLARE. I'm BOrry—your question?

Mr. SPECTER. Would such a wound of entry by a missile traveling approxi-
mately 2,000 feet per second, approximately 6.5 mm. in dlameter, cauae g bloody
type of a wound?

Dr. Crark. No, sir. Such a wound could have easily been overlooked in the
presence of the mueh larger wound in the right occlpital reglon of the President’sy
skull, from which conslderable blood losg had oceurred which stained the back
of his head, neck and upper shoulders.

Mr. SPECTER. Dr. Clavk. T want tn solr wsw n memntine oo 0 o o ..

Measures were taken, assuming the worat had




