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MEMORANDUM FOR, THE RECORD

o SUBJE@Jn Jack Anderzon Column of 9 bept«ambeg 1976

N T

A,/[ i, In commenhng on mewspaper stoxies about operations T

[ v planned against Fidel Castro, and the possszhty of a cause-
and-effect relationship between those operatwns and the
assassination of President Kennedy, it must be remembefed
that the Senate Select Intelligence Committee now has more -
information than does CIA. The SSC invest;gawrs had access
to all Agency files, as well as to witnesses and the fles.of
other government agencies to which the Agency has not had
access. In any event, requests for us to evaluate whether or
not infoxmation contained in news stories is new present some
diffculty siroply because columnists present their interpretation
of facts as though the.y are facts, which may make old info rmahon

look different. . . : ;

2. The 9 September 1976 column by Jack Anderson is a
case in point. It contains a numbexr of statements that axe
discussed below i in the sequence in which they occur in the news

column: :

)

a. ", . . sources privy to the secret discussions
at the highest levels of the CLA during those hectic day's - _
now tell us that the CIA deliberately withheld the evidence .
from the Warren Commission investigating Kennedy's '
death, *® .

Comment? We do not know the identity of the
sources cited in the article. However,
in the absence of direct evidence on this
point there has been speculation in the
- Agency that there probably was mo serious
t consideration at higher levels at the time
' that there was a connection between the

Q/V\ W}lb ) ‘ tightly cgg&g}gded opsrations attempted .
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'auuin-.;l Castro and tie hienninaliog o f
2 President Keanedy, If theiy was sucl
conscious decision, ag ‘asserled jn the
news .column, it is not a part of the
information known withjn CIA,

by M L Rabert Kennedy was briefed on May 7,
i, 1962, about the attempt to use underworid killers to
knock off Castro, "
. “Two days later, Robert Kennedy cautioned .
* the CIA not to go ahead with the assassination without
consulting hira, 1" . + W
Comment: The CIA Director of Security and .
- Genegal Counsel did meet with Robert .
Kennedy on 7 May 1962 and briefed him
about thé Cistro operation. "The recoxds
do not indicate that Kennedy' cautioned, CIA
not Lo go ahead with the assassination,’ , |
without consulting him, " Rather, the
1967 IG report records him as pPlacing the ..
; emphasis on not doing business with Ooxganized
crime for any purpose without his knowledge,
.-WM as distinguished from ke specific Castro plan.
; At the time Kennedy had reason to believe that
’YM 06w _=» he was being told of a past operation and iot
V,U/" e one underway,
s m

€. '"Records now available show that Rohart Kenn-dy-

informed FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover of the plot on May 10,
1962, " c

Comment: The SSC repoxt on alleged assassination
.o plots, at page 132, reports Director Hoover
writing 2 memorandum on May 10, 1962 con-
. cerning information given him on May 9, 1962
' by Robert Kennedy on this subject.
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d, ", . o various CLA officials also knew abouf the =
assassination achezzi_-'f-"l Not the least of them was tiylate . .

CIA chief Allen W, Dulles, who approved the oxiginal plan. .. i
He later served on the Warzen Commission, yet he sat e
silently thzoughout the snvestigation without mentioning '3:':
: the Cuban angle.’. e i bl
- . ¢ B, Iy

. Comaraent: Mr. Dulles was briefed on the K

original plan and, although the cixct - 7

stances are subject to jnterpretation " 2

. apparently approved it We have 0o’ s

evidence as to what he did or did not 'é‘a.y’ ° E

duxing his sexvices on the Warren Cora~ g

mission, including the extent to which 3

o . the Warren Commission considered the ' S

: © possibility of 2 retaliatory plot by ‘Castro, !

e. "Within bours of President Kennedy's death, the e
. U. S. embassy cabled information from Mexico City '
. puggesting that the Cubans may bave been behind the =
assassination, Oux sources say that the CIA developed
similar information in Washington. " o R ; . e

Pl

= .Comment: On the date of Président Kennedy's |
assassination, the legal attache, ‘as xepoxted
at page 102 of the SSG jnvestigation of the
] Kennedy. assassination, repoxted to the ¥BL -
. . that the Ambassadox was concemed that Cubans e
were behind Oswald's assassination of President -
Kennedy. The CIA station in Meideo City. o
R geported Oswald's eaxlier visit there. Further,
CIA records indicate eaxly consideration of e i
the possibility that either the USSR ox Cuba
»  could be involved., Howevex, whatever the
gources of the columnists, if this genexal
snitial consideration $s what is meant in the
column it does not equate with Minformation, . - l
but is'more accuxately. characterized as 4% Taet
specula:ticn_cancerning- possibilities. '
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£, "Tiéifirst person to reach Robert K
after the shooting was CIA Director John A, McCone, who

remained alone with the Attorney General at his McLean
Ya., home for nearly three hours, " 4

énnedy's 5ide

g. "McCone swore to us that Castro!
mentioned during the three hours, But CIa records show
that the next day McCona not only mentioned Castro to the

, hew President, Lyndon B, J ohnson, but briefed him on the ’
information from Mexico City, " : : ‘

3
S Name was never

- he "We are now free to reveal cur role in the drama.
Two of ouxr confidential sources, CIA agent William Harvey
and mobster John Rosselli, are dead, A third source, attorney - - .
Edward P. Morgan, has waived the confidentiality we had
promised him, "
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c: 2;‘u:nent° We were aware of the role of Edwaxd P,
Morxgan as the probable source of Drew
. Pearson'’s story in March 1967, The 1967
) IG report speculated that Roselli told Robest
Maheu who told Moxgan, who then told Drew
Pearson. Barvey was not considered a
likely source of the story simply because of
, .. his reputation fox operational secufity; it
cannot be recalled at this Sme if he was asked
if be bad told the story to anyone. It is known
that Harvey was interested in Roselli's attempt
to resist deportation and coneeivably he could
have joined Roselli in telling the story to Mozgan
for his wse in representing Roselli's intexests.
We have no'basis now in challenging the statement
that these people were Morgan's sources.

e
&

i. ""The next day, according to records now available,
Kennedy’s secretary called for a copy of ‘the May 7, 1962,
memo, which summarized the bneﬁng he had recexvcd op’
the asaassmahon plot, it

Comment:  The 1967 IG report states that Senator
(former Attorney General) Kennedy's secretary
phoned the DCI's office on 4 Maxch 1967 and
asked for a copy of that eaxliex memorandum,
Mr. Helms showed a copy of the memorandum.
to Senator Kennedy.

S. D, Brecldnxidge
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