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My memorandum of May 8, 1964, referred to the letter from the -

" president's Commission dated May 1, 1964,
would be personally
Cor:mission desired with reference to the taking of films, measurements and
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Mr. Belmont paTe:  May 11, 1964

A, hosen ‘ S;Q\Lf%

advising that Mr. J. Lee Rankin
additional work the

available in Dallas to supervise

Ileeg

other items which would deal with the placing of an automobile or%the Elm Street

thoroughfare which would simulate the location

of the President's car at the time

the shots were fired.

-

As a result of the visit of Commission members on May 8 and 9,

d

1964, they were satisfiea from their personal observation that events could have

taken place as had been
ana measurements to be
locations where the shots were actually firea.

described but they still desired additional photographs FoE
taken in order to pinpoint as nearly as possible the -~~~
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Messrs. Gauthier and Shaneyfelt have studied the letter of May 7 - Leite
“ from Mr. Rankin and estimate that the work desired will require a maximum - &,

of two to three working days. This would include preliminary work being done e
prior to Mr. Rankin's arrival in order that the actual checks requested by the ~ . - &
Commission could be made in the shortest possible time and with the least o 2
amount of inconvenience from the standpoint of traffic control. It is noted that -~ S
the letter from the Commission refers to plotting trajectories from the railroad g
overpass. This work should be handled by a firearms expert and Assistant S0
Director Conrad has indicated that SA Robert Frazier would be available for this .o ]
_purpose. A Lo\ 0GR fack

With regard to the actual request of Mr. Rankin, it is noted that ~ 1 . -

Mr. Rankin was previously
in a re-enactment of the President's assassination.

sdvised that the Bureau did not desire to participate .1
Instant request is not for :

a re-enactment as such, but does request additional technical data for the o ‘

Commission's use in their final report.

Mr. Rankin feels the steps requested

are necess xy to properly complete this project. Mr. Rankin, in his letter,.
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Memo-andum to Mr. Belmont '
Re: Assassination of President Kennedy

and has directed a copy to Chief Rowley of the Sccret Service in order that they Ry
will be aware of the request as well as to furnish any assistance that the Bureau
might desire. I the Bureau refuses to carry out this request it places the . = %57 .
Burcau in a position where considerable criticism may result. ' I

l has roqucsted the FBI to make all the necessary arrangements for this project

In handling this request it will be necessary to utilize an automobile = er
similar to the car that the President was traveling in, namely, a seven-passenger - -
open car ana Inspector Kelly of Secret Service has indicated that Secret Service -
will make arrangements to have such a car available'in Dallas if desired. :
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It will also be necessary to have available a qualified surveyor and- o
in previous work done in Dallas, a county surveyor, Robert d. West, was utilized .- - .
and a_rrangements for this were made by Secret Service. SR o

RECOMMENDATIONS: (3)

1. That Mr. Rankin be advised the Bureau will make arrangem ents
to handle the request set forth in his {etter of May 7, 1964, If approved, the .-
Dallas Office will be issued necessary instructions for arrangements that will
have to be made in Dallas, including the arrangements for handling traffic while
photographs are being taken and other work is being performed. Because of ;
traffic conditions on this busy thoroughfare, efforts will be made to perform
this work in the early morning hours of Sunday, May 17, 1954, providing it -+
can be worked out with Mr. Rankin. _ S e
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5. That :fcssrs. Gauthier, Shaneyfelt, and Frazier, along with

whatever technical assistants Messrs. Gauthizy/need bsf utilized to procezd
to Dallas to handle this project. and'Snaneyfelt -
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3. Inspcctor Kelly of Secret Service will be requested to maake

necessary arrangements to have an appropriate seven-passenger open automobile
available in Dallzs,
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