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WAE W " was Chieft Jusbice Claewia] Fowell CJde.1 . . . not
Chietr  Justice Powell, bul Justice Fowell from Yirginia who ig
now sibting o o sikting on the « . . o the ESLwh‘euwe]'Chaurt.
Anc Just o very cuwred ous by, L. . o Dwenl o over to ses him last
wee M hacd @ Friand who camne bo see me and who knew him and
" vowoand he said thal he'd give anything if he could see hin.
Weall, T walled LR, Ve thara ancd he said, "Come right an over . "
Al Eher Dthere was) another orne who  was from New  Orleans
who "ol Decn prestdent of the CAmericanl Bar Association. T can t
samamber fos name  Fight nowe. Hut there was always al least
abowuts s who werre silbbing in.

BILL CODFETR Wasn "t this o o o« wasn 'L this a very difficult
asnsignment for you, parbicualarly having been a good friend  of
Frresi cent Ronnecdy?

LROFEFR Well, youw had bto dismiss thalt,  youw kEnow, from
v ind ack, Tt o was a tremendows . oo had A tremendous
number of witnesses, bl -0 o bub then you had hundreds ifF not
Chousaods  of depositions,  affidavits  Lwhich  werel taken
Ehroughout. the countey by dislbeict attorneys or by  the CoI.A.
OF " »onot CoT oA, bul Fofuole, and Lo read those took all

560 O W I think

your times MNMow that o o o 1 thinlk we were in s
we apaent aboul six months and as far as being in the Senate at
that  time, vouw just as soon not have been thero. We did not
meel avory dayy bul bthen at night T . . . 1 . . . T . . . T had

Lo read bthose papers and [ oremnembore thal was Lhe same yvear, of
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courss, a8 the convention « . « "o o . . yau Enow, out at . .

Loouloat San Francisco and 1 went to that and came hack and I°d

Fac @& very « s I had a very bad cold and chest and so 1 went

Lo see a doctor. Ma insished 1 . ol . . W Tostay in hed two

or bhree days. Cehuecklingl And yet they kicked all the time

T read  Lhaose  papers all the time Lahuckl ingl [ was
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Lhere.
BILL COCOFER: [ehueklingd Ohy is thalt right™

CONFER: Fult 1t was a Frar-d job. We  went o Dallas

Gyl al Limes and, ©F COurmsEa, wanlt over the whole route from

the Lime he got off the plane, down the streets to  the Ly,

went  bhrough the sehool bool depository, talked to the people

who were in bhera, wanl to the place whers [lLae Harveyl Oswald

lived, went to the place wherae his wife lived, and want to the

howspital , of courae, and tallked tao the people there and went to

the theater wherae ODewal d was captured. Then later after he Was

Bl Leacl wer, 0f CoLuT s, went to  the Jail and  saw  what had

happanad  Lhore, the situation. And on one occasion Senator

Fussall called me and told e thal he had not  been galisfiad

with the testimony of Cewald s wito. 1 was very GCurious. It

Furmed ol there was guite o Russian sebhlamant there in Dallas

and at the house of one of them i3 « - » 4 picture was taken of

Oswald holding his pistol, you Erow.  And o o« o« but anyway, on

har  first appearance Fussell told me he wasn ‘'t satiefied with

i beeher beshimony-=-and e gaid he . o« o« he was going cdawn there
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i i oof mowrse, e . o brought it before the . . ‘
conmigssion  and examined her. Of course, she'd have counsel .
Fler awled me Lo gb alomeg with ki m which T did and we spent a day
eramining her and he did most of the questioning, of course.
But  you  could not shalke her a bil. I think my view was that
she had nothing to do with it in any way and told all she knew
and was a . . o had been treatad very badly by Oswald. She
came baclk again befors the coonmibtbee later on  and 1T remembor
the di fferonce in her appearancas. When she firaet came she was
a very simple looking woman, very nice loolking, no rouge, no .
oo no make-upe When she came back, of couwrse, she'd gotten in
the  hands  of  some public relations fellow [laughingl and she
was mace  wp o like  she just  coms  oult  of  the beauty shop
Cohuell e 1l Cooperl.  But il was sacd. I felt that she had .
. . oshe oust have had a sad . . . & sad Li fe,

BT [f..‘,(?i)ll.')l‘f-"l:':'ll”'\': Where were your . " owhere were the me-— . . .
the meatings and hearings actually helad?

COOFER: Wy a7

ETLL COOFER: Where o o . where did you actuwally worl: in your

COCFER Wex worled o . .

BILL COUMER: o W YO sessions?

(O i . oAb the o . 0 oup . o L up past the Senate
office bulldings at the headguarters of  the . . «oof the

Veterans  of  Foreign Wars. They had a quite nice building up




there and there was a large roon and some of the o . . one of
the wiltnesses, who WAas the first one down thare to write about
the assassination, and « o and hisg o . Dswald’s mother
caployad him, I Ehink, frese because he tried to use thalt as a
Foason for sitting  An Cehuclklingd in ouwr meetings. He' s
wredl bhen a . . I mean, he'as made o . o he's been living on it

aver since and we had him before ws and he could not verify &
gingle thing. Gomebooy told him.
BILL COOPER: Well, bthere's bean & graeat deal of % W of

Lalls, of OBy Aabeul  the  Warren Commisaion findings,

pacticnlarly the finding that Oawald acted alone in tho + w
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CODFE
Bl CODFER: .. . assassination attempt and then several
hooks have been weitten challenging that o«

COCIFER: Yi2ea

BILL COOFER: . . that theory. The Mouse of Representatives

Tater condwcted their ownow e .

COOFER M

L COOFER: L. . investigation.  How o« how do you react
oe o member of the Commni gaion, how do you raact Lo o o« o«

Fo oall of thosze things?

1
COOFPER Well, I hold the positionn theat T 'wve held always.
There wore several guestiong 1N it owhich youw o o« . you wonder
about. Oy of  crourse, Cigl Jack Ruby killing Oswald. There s
tall thalt they had oo @sdb aeiabian, hulk we never « ould be sure
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of ik Dsppalel . . I mean, Ruby, of couwse, claimed Lhat he
had such great sympathy for Mes. Eennady [thatl he didn’t want
her Lo go through a trial and he il Led Cuswald for thal raasan.
Tt wmeens  kind of skiopy, but nobody was ever able to develop
anythving el sa. We could never find anybody elae that had any
close associabion with him. HMa was a loner. And in the bo- .
|
B W T o 1 RO 0 - R . when we went into the textboolk depository
't’.l"léf;l"' @, we talked to the people in there and oh, they'd seen him
Phat morning running theowgh the . . . throuwgh to leave, after
Fhe shooting and, of couwrse, up there where the . . the window
wan, thers were the cartridges, you know, and « o« W and there
was one thing which was distuwrbing. They did not take proper
precautions aboul L [t acde . They published . . a published
the route. They did have police along the streets, but maybe
it owasn 't as wall done then as 1L is today. In matters like
that today they have police, you  koow, sharpshooters and
police, who are on the roofds of the buildings or in the windows
and  mingling  theough the crowd. Ao far as we could find out
Phersa wasn ' boanything like that at all and o e dicdn’t  have
the necessary protection, which  might nokt  have made any
diddomrenca. s just like [Ronaldl Reagan being shot with all
those people around him and o . . but there were worse things.
There  was . . L the FuoBE.T.  had followed Oswald for gquite a
whil e becawse he had bean . . . there'd been somne accusations

Fhat  he  had tried to kill another mnan there-—a general [Edwin
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Wal ke 1--—and  then ha ' d gone,  of Courae, to  MNaw Orleans and
creabsd quite & bhr-ouwhaha there about the Cubans. And . .« « and
fhen he disappearad for a while and he . . . thaey later found
aoul he had gone Lo a e he o gone o Ml d oy you  lnow, to
try ko get a visa bto Cuba and then went on o Russia, 1 guUess.
[l cane bachk to Dallas and he spent the night there at his
wWidea s, buk 0 ot up  and 1 afl  early bafore glim was W . It
Appear el paker that this LT man linew that he was back in
Dallas and Fheat he neverr notified the polics or nevar covered
frim Mimmseld. Well, hhat . . " tharo was never any & harge of
enssp L e acy againal Phis FLBEGDe man, bt na o« s P Yo B .o
nothing said about  that o thought  about it, hut Lt owas
absolute negligence.

B, COOFERS Loolking o o«

COOFER: He might have been able to prevent it, you know.
B COOFER: Yeah, Looking Paels at 1t . -

GO Gt ook at themen " . 1 haven't read all the

hoolks, buk 1 road the main QNEsS, and they 11 aay . . .owelly
somm of the witne- . " . some of them we had before us, You
know, and Lhey could not prave any P They didn’t [ave
proof for o any of 1t We asked them about thiﬁ: Mgell, we
talked Lo soneboady who told ws Lhia," o saomething like that.

EYLL COOMER: Dicl » o« o« cidoany of the people who have weitten
. @ writt@n‘bmmkﬁ challaenging the « o . the Warren Commission

preporl at @anmoe . have any those peopla aver interviewed you?




COOPER Meyw

BILL COOMPER®Y e

COOFER N Nene of them. None ever came Lo s ne.
v,  of course,  SRO- . i I ompoke on it a number of times
after that. I owould be invited. Cohuollingl I. rremembar .I
spoke at Yale [laughingl ancd [ ooow Lol e that . i « that they
(hicln havm’much conftidence in the Warren Report, the students
Fdidn 1. 1T think U spoke at the uni-. e thers oo . . sOme
place in FKentuclky, oot the Uriversity Cof Kentuckyl, hbut I
rononbar particularly going to Yale Fehucklingl. They got what
Lhiey o " . Lhe Yale Union they call it. They were all . . .
thay weare very nice to me, but you . " . hut questioned you
vary hard and that was all right, but the general opinian--—they
didnt have @ . « « kake any vote on it or anything Like that--—
wall, bul you felt that they Cehueklingd . . . bthey felt we

Padn “t done owr Ffull dob. The next bhiong-=—and you mentioned

D beegas that later . the Houwse tool it oup, you know, the Howse of

Rapreasentatives and  there were just three of ws left on the

commi seion. Just Gerald Ford, who was the second House mamber,

and Jobn MeCloy,  who's still liviong i New York, and  myeelf.

el owe were . . Lobhey didnt subpoena ws, they J st ashked ws

T oCome,  EHOOWe . @ . owe went togehher one morning and  were

guestioned  and they were very nice to us and . " . buat the
-

askad tough questions, if they could, and they first came oud

with a statemnent that . : oin a way vindicating Lechuclklingl

e
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our position and Later somebody made

they  passecd some kind of resolation

So thoy were mixed up, too.

Bl COOFER: Bul they o o . they

of Lheiv own thowgh, « o .

GOOFER Ny

BILL CODFER S dicd they?

-

CODFER: (N[ They Just kind

Lok of people have. Mt W owoat of

" "

opinion was that ow report was

challanged upon any proot they had,

some lind of a statement that it wa

o L e,

BT COOMER Wall,

appeaear to o vouw o bhat  any  vital

vl Lhiteld From yow by the on L

COCFER Neyw

ELLL. COOPER: Commi ssi on’?

[ran e ave specul atad that

COOFER: hy yeah. They "ve .

BILL COOFER: s s ow bthe F.BR.l. did

information they had concerning Dswa

and so forth.

COOFEF Well, of course,

ol Lo take their

all

W ot ol W NS
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looking bacl on

i fornation

they speculated on that,

Lae

some lind  of  motion  and

epressing doubht about .

idn’t reach any conclusions

of left it hanging like a

irat they o o o the general

v WA . . could not be

and thaen later they isoued

e very . u . oovary
ity  does .. o doss 1t

was  deliberately

B o o w

You kEnow, some . . . s0me

" [

not come forth with all the

1l s connections with Cuba
but

Limony and at  that Ltime,
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you  hadn 't got to  the place where we gol to Watergate where
Cehucklingl youw're asking for every paper and everything. ANl
thay gave very good reports of what Oswald had doney his recard,
from  the time he was @ boy until he was in the navy, in Japan

phars Mo was in teouble and then his o o . and then the way . .

,obhe way . o . and then going to o . . and what he said during

Elhat Lime and bhen when he went bo Russiacs And, of  course, we
lad  the reports  from the embassy there in Russia, you know.

Thay saicd he tried to comomit guicicsa thare, you kEnow. And then

he tried to become a Russian citizen and they didn't accept him
and then he tried to revoke his Omarican  citizenship, bul it
wasn b oaccepted.  And, of cowse, he ended up down in this town

where he gob  a job and he was working when he met this woman
and there was . o o therse was gquestioning whether or not . . .

why the Russians would let him out again.

BILL COOFER: Yeah .,

COOFER: They . . s vk they thought to do so so openly,

that he would certainly then be watched always as  a possible
apy, which he was. e was watched from the very time he cane
hack.

BILL COOFER: By the Russiang, youw oean.

COOPER: By the L. 8.

ELLL COORPER S Gy by the FoBOT.

COOFERY Yeaalki.

B L COOFER Well, youw've mentiorned thal . . " Lhat, duwring



