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INTERVIEWEE: %S enator John Sherm&n Cooper ~ z
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Cates: Hugh Gates. It's April Ehe 29th, 1971. I'miin the office of &
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United States;Senator John Shermqp Cooper. Senator Eooper is a Republiéan
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from the stat@ of Kentucky. Senq;or Cooper, would th mind just stating
~4
some of your Qecollections or imggessions of the latEZSenator Richard S;
Brevard RusseIl? - Z N
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Cooper: I figst met SenatdZ-Russell i 19¢7 when I came to the Senate for
Z II Z. =3

a two-year tegm. I was de£§?ted twiced I/ve been back in the Senate sdveral

times. I ser%?d for 15 yeafk. ew
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observing himlon the Floor of thé;Senate, admiring hxm for his dignity, $or

like all Ebnators knew him, ﬁiom
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his presence, r-'ijl:l_s authority and hls tremendous power ia d influence in dé%ate.
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r It is correct that ‘ co L |
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as an outstanding power, force in/the Senate.
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Cates: Senatqf, excuse me, I didﬁ't mean to interrupt you, sir, go aheéa
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Cooper: He wég often...I remembe;‘the first...when L:flrst came here he>
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was very courééous to me. He was’always very courteqns to people. He
=
would listen tg their views, unless he...at times he jould get a little
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irritated becegse they were so...he could tell he thd@ght they were very
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prejudiced or  jed in their vic ;5 and were not objegtive. I was much :.
'J) :" =

interested 1in defense matters having served two years on the Armed Services
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Committee in '53 and '54. When, after development of’sophistlcated nucl&ar
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weapons where ft is so difficult EQ understand what 1 these weapons were

(D

Il

!J
about,

g
o
®
B
=
®
)
'}
1]
)

him,

5
o
<1
<
o
¥

were not on the ngmlttee. I would
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Chairman, if “I could come to the %essions when SecreCary of Defense gave-
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to the CommitEee his estimate ofghe defense situatid'ns sometimes lasting

two or three @ays. He was alwaysf.kind always asked;me to come 1in, and';I

was very grate-ful for that. I assume tha...the peri&d in which I had th/é
closest relat@nship with him was-‘when both of us seﬁved as a...members bf

the Commissiog to investigate thecassassination of Pesident Kennedy, wlﬁch

/‘\

of course, wag;more popularly kno&r_ as the Warren Cotmgissn.on. In that year

ds:
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I did get-- 134——to know see him in('action and in thought.
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Cates: Senator, could you Ao n certgin areas of this investigatigm
: =4 O = =
- r -
maybe somethimg that might ©h eeofe insight ingo the character of
Senator Russel'l:? c = z
= . _ 5
Cooper: Yes. cCThat investigationQasted several mont:hs in 1964. He was<
Z -v~, f‘ E
alsob' 7 in ~ Sema . ~ 1 " election year, and the investigation®
took a great cfgal of time of the ée.mbers. There were- dozens of mtnesse’g.
dozens and dozens and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given b}{'
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v :' :-’ (_"‘
other witnesse._s\: which were taken By members of the staff. And then the 7
Commission met_éoften. inal ;gidgment was unanimofis but in making ,7.
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that judgment £he1 discussi@ns which brought out the strength of =
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mind, the judgemer nd authorityrr:of Senator Russell.- If you want me to:
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tell you some
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Cates: Senatm:, I wish you wouldand I might say thig and I don't know
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it would go in§o this area or notgbut if you feel 1i£e if anything you

might say should not be made puoli’c for scme time you:can so state that and
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a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the Unlversu:y
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Cooper: No, thié_ is perfectly all =sighe. = =
— z ~ =3
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Cates: Well, I ¥ish you would go..& = c
= | = 7 =
= = > _
Cooper: Most of—:.t s public knowled‘ge... = =
i = 7 o
Cates: I wish yg % § 1
g g S 3
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Cooper: What ism't, I don't think _H do not think anywdy >uld affect theZ
~ = 7
findings of the Zommission. Z
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Cates: Well, using... “n z
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Cooper: But I would say firsty ell did noEfwant to go on the

I...I think you wo@.d like to know...

.

Commission. I.

Cates: Yes.
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Cooper: Personakl things.

LIS

Cates: Well, Iﬁant you to use youf.own good judgment in saying anything

—-—

you want to in this area.
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Cooper: I remem‘ber when President Johnson called me at my hometown in
- 7’
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Somerset, Kentuc;-ky, where I had lef:g for the weekend armd asked me to be

on the Connnissio—i;, and he told me t(g:at Senator Russellé;ould be the Democré-
tic member fromghe Senate. gl_d me, persuas;‘;'?lely to also be a ;}
member of the Cgmission, is Judgmé
Sei —ater told me that ﬁe objected very stmngly to going on ;—T
the Commission. ;He was very busy and also, to be franfc-_ he said he did (\_-'
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not care to serve under Justice [Eaél Warren} But as<always, his sense o
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duty and I thinlzt‘;—patriotism and it gas deep in him, leg him, as he told me;
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to override any perstnal feelings and do what he thought the President wanted
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$him to do and -do wha£ he thought ought be done for the dﬁuntry And 1it...
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T R .that wasﬁone of his great qualitles, to rise to>What he thought

as the need of the gountry. On the Commission, which was @ade up of a...
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our from the Congrqap two from the Hog;e and two from the;Senate-two
I‘J

publicans, two Democrats-—and Senatorgkussell and myself fromthe Senate,
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sroup of civilians, ggrivate membe{g o+ 7V - qu then heacﬁd by Chief Justlce

arren. As a group ae had no pre§GQl-aiuéd-altio S. We differed in many wayst-
-} O ”‘

ind we did go over téstimony and ‘: to come , 1f we couid, a common
~ =

J

dgment But there3s...there were two issues in that invéﬁtigation which
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ain impressed me agput Senator RusselI And first may I say, he kept up
Ly

th that 1nvestigaé%?n all the time. E&en if he had comm;;tees which he had
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o attend, he had a xepresentative there and stai and whe
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He talked over all the facts. He
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estimony of Mrs. [Lge Harveyﬂ Oswald ghe wife and widow qf Lee Oswald.
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d when we heard hep testimony, the fliét and the second time, she was bereft

: |g1|pnxup
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..and, of coursé> a tragedy for he:{ And I think she §§tracted some sym-\<

thy from the Commxsslon Well, of coatse, that sympathy-would be human nature

>‘ =
ut Senator russell;zhe was not convincéﬁ that she had told?the full truth g///
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nd all the facts sh@ did know. And he=talked to me about:it. I had some-
/ —

Ehat of the same feéIlng, but again I must say he was the Eéader .took the

IN o mn-l'gx I

zeadershlp in it. And he said...he suggpsted that we go dd%n to Dallas, Texa

)n

1 . And wé would question hen:agaln And we

d go. I think we mere there two days::and on those two:days we questioned
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her very strenuously and his wa$ the most powerful &Examination. He wa&,
= e = =
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courteous, dggnified but neveréxeless he searched ?or the truth. I wf_'_]_.l

say that we ﬁid not get from herf any additional infgrmation, but I always

1Ny

believed that;_ Senator Russell thought that she had §ome fact, not neceséarlly

J‘

that...that (;;t was anyone else b%t Lee Oswald respogible, but...but that
:3

he had some Eeeling that she had;not told all the facts. I think that g}aas

born out in %statememt he made g year or so ago 1nrwhich he said, as I;l

recall, he ha not yet beeH Wﬁ_ﬂat we had aEl the facts. ';

mos ; position h& took this: there was,

.

a question offwhether or nw:dpit the shot th;,éh struck f:esident Kennedy or~
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one of the slé‘ts, had...had passed through Governor&_.]ohn] Comnally of:-:»
> =
- C —
Texas on the front seat. To...tg find that it had &ssed through both §ould
r‘ = ) -
make the decieion somewhat easie: in the time frame.; It wasn't conclusive.
Z & = =
- 3 =
d o tl first...an opinioi_i..by tof t] Co . L that we holuld

say that the iﬁhot passed throughf_both President Kennfedy and Governor ~

Connally. Go?iernor Connally wasga very strong witnéss. I see now why fre
—~ <
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has the prese'it opinion in the co{:zintry that he's a very strong man. He's
2 4 5 -

a very strongj.ritness. He said cgtegorically that he knew it...that thg
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first shot dlB— not pass through E:Lm. And he...I remember he said, "I =

uo

turned my head- when I heard the x;;hot. It did come fi"om the direction which

[

you have decizied 1t came from be%atﬁeI m familiar w:tfh firearms. But as

/v
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turned again go the left, I felt :Ehe impact of another shot." Senator

L RN
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ssell just said, "I'1ll never sf_gn that report if. ,1f...if this Commlssz.on

:ll

says cate assed through both of them.
I agreed w ay h%-had great 1nfluence with me, but I to
have been nally and so the ﬁommlssmn then did

agree that, Ifcannot recall the eﬁact words, that wha.le there was evide
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that the same...thaﬁithe shot had passeg through both Presiﬁent Kennedy and..

and Go
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-this was more a mat:er of language thaﬁ;of decision because everyone had

v

agreed that from alr the evidence we hgg that we could figﬂ only one person

\)
who was...who was a¢..could be chargediﬁith the assassination of President
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“Kennedy and that was Lee Oswald And.:vbut again, there wes“the first cate-
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gorical statement tﬁat Lee Oswald sin, no oneﬂelse was connected -
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awith it, and again §enator Russeff wholly og the facts before -
= o % S z
‘“us. But, we are nos.-..we.-.we..&we're not., g8’ cannot say;that at some B
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Zpoint there may be Bome other evidence in the future and tgat we cannot 2
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S s
Zcategorically close*the door to the facIs that may arise.'™— He just said, "I -
< . : ,
- -
S want to limit to what we have ourselveﬁfheard we've searcﬁed out all we could,
ol jpe] (._
2done the best we coﬁid and on the basis of that we say tha£ Lee Oswald was g
7 = x -
“the assassin but wefﬁust not...we mustcsay also that there:may be facts whichZ’
- : 1
are developed in the future but which ge could not secure:;which may show ~

Now, that last is probablz was just...said, well anybody could =
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otherwise."

have said that but:xaklng in con51dera;10n his...his deteéalnation to inter- ;

Eview Mrs. Oswald, ﬁhe third time and very strongly, and hxs strong position
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“on the question of @hether the same shoi—passed through bofh President Kennedy;l
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“and Governor Connally, I just feel the§e to show the strength of his mind,
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‘the careful JudgmenE about testimony, Eh«

Jo

hich§~

AU

-
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.of the caggble, capable, able,and capable man of»a very strong mlnd
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=of the.
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of a very dlscrlmlnatlng mind, of a pqierful determlnatlo to be just, and
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71 came out of thatTsix or seven monthsjwork feeling that had been assoc1ate3
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the Senate.
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Cates: Senator Cooper, did he have agy private couversations with you about

this aspect of a §@ssible communist cﬁnspiracy, anything}that you could
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ed that in our repogt. We found no
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divulge at this tf@e?
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Cooper: No, I thggk we..,.we,..mentio

SR

" evidence of that at all. No, he neve® did...he never di&;..he never did

give any strength o that idea.
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Cates: Do you fee3 like perhapégthe reasonfithat President Johnson wanted

Ol

Russell on that Coﬁhission was Eﬁat he had
(J1 -
that he felt 1like chat it was almost like having himself © gn the Commission?

uch confidince in Russell

(
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Cooper: Oh, yes, Ee wanted him on thére I'm sure first because of his...
[

-

‘he knew his powerfal mind and good Ju&gment And also I'™ sure because

s
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he believed that..;;hat with Senator %pssell S presence oitthe Committee
r 2 -
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it would give great credibility to the& work and decision 8f the Commission.
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You know the Commigéion was attached §%d all kinds of...o? statements were

-

made about its work'and...and I talked;to him about that Trom time to time,

SI laugh about that(and say, "Well, 1 read what those men

pruraaosed e
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-have said, three o:.four of them," butShe said, "They didﬂ't make any

ya

‘independent 1nvest1gat10n of their own— they just took our work, the
<
/

Commission's work, -and picked holes 1n:it. And now he had...he had such

'yw\uonwa“nw.
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good sense, good Judgment, such fairness, too.
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“Cates: Senator Cooper, this is an excellent example of how you worked with
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Senator Russell. iﬁe two of you workﬁng together on a prgject. Can you
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~“recall anything else that comes to mlnd at this time of hqw you might have
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—worked together in: the Senate? I notiCe that at one tlme:you 're...maybe
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