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She~ 
'< 

INTERVIEWEE: §Senator John Cooper 
> 
:;::: 

::; _, .... 
Cates: Hugh ~ates. 

::; 
z 

It's April the 29th, 1971. 

C 
::; 

I'nr:in the office of 
r:. [./1 

United States3Senator John Sherm.§1 Cooper. Senator ~ooper is a Republi§i.n 
'.;.J (1) 
._ 'J. 

..... 
::; 

from the stat@ of Kentucky. 
Jl 

0 .., 
Sen~or Cooper, would you mind just stating: 

.J ~ 
,... 

-::::; 

some of your ~collections or impi'essions of the lat!:Senator Richard C 
Jl 

~ ..., ,.... 
,.... ,-_ 

Brevard Russell? 
0 

:r 
Cooper: 7 when I ~me to the Senate fbr z z 

z 
- :i a two-year tet;Jll. 

~ 

I was ve been back in the Senate se3zeral 
: r;, 

,-. 
times. I serted for 15 like all ~nators knew him, t;jom 

_, ::; '< 

observing him~n the Floor of th~enate, admiring h? for his dignity, :for 
:c . ~ - z 

his presence,lflis authority and qls tremendous power~nd influence in dej>ate. 
C ::; z (1) ::; c.. 

I'll just say~ commonplace, but ::ft is correct that Ire's always conside~d 

r; -
as an outstanding power, force irYthe Senate. 

Jl " 

.I 

r, 

Cates: 

Cooper: 

-< Senat~, 

"O 

0 
< 

excuse me, I didn•t mean to 

-::::; 
'< 

interru~ you, sir, go ahe~, sir. 
r:. '-' C 

~ ~ ~ 
C r,, r; 

He w~ often ••• I remember, the first ••. when ~ first came here he; 
\,..; ::r ,- r: 
:;:;:; (j - . 

C was very cour~ous to me. He was8always very courtecij:is to people. He ~ 
> -::::; 

'< 
would listen t..Q. their views, unlegs he ••• at times hejiould get a little? 

(JO - ::; 

irritated bec~se they were could tell he thCJ;!!ght they were very3 so •.• he 
~ 

prejudiced 

interested 

:;:;:; 
or ~iased in their 

Jl 

in :defense matters 
_. 

vieis 
::; 

7 
r.. 

and were not obje~tive. 
,.; 

~ ~ 

r:, 
I was much =· 

hav:l:!ig served two years: on the Armed Services 

Committee in '53 and '54. 
~. :: ::r 

When, ~ter development of;.:sophisticated nucl~?r 
·r 

I. 

weapons wher e Ft is so difficult t:Q under stand what ~l these weapons we~~ 
- r:. r~ z 

about , when yo~ were not on t he C~ittee. 
= 
r:. 
:r. 
:r. 

C 
(/J 

(") 

I uould ~";;,, h. h h I""\ .. CW>1'- 1Ill, w en e was , 1 
C C 
::; _, 

-
/ -

(1) 
n 
·-· 

..r. 



-
"./. -..., 

r. 

-· ..., 

r, 

r . ,..._ 

r. -

-..., 
/ 

.. 

"./. 

..., 

Chairman, if 'i: , could come to the ~essions when Secre§.:.8-ry -of Defense gave:-, 
~ ,.,. ;::: 

to the CommitEee his estimate ofj:he defense situaticrns sometimes lasting 
..., , ..., 

two or three ~ys. He was alway5=_k.ind, always asked);Jne to come in, and ;:;I'. - ,.. - -
was very grat~ul for that . I a~ume the ... the peri~ in which I had t~ 

:::i ::le J. -

- 0 '..,_j ;; 

closest relat:ij5nship with him wa~~en both of us se~ed as a ••• members ~f 
(/J g_ 8 -.I 

the Commissio~ to i~vestigate the'<assassination of P~sident Kennedy, wKich, 
" ~ ~ 

,- ~ r,. 

of course, wa~more popularly 
; 

knok as the Warren Conup.ssion. In that y~r 
-.I 0 

I did get-- 1~4-to know 

Cates: 

r. 

C 
:::; 

Senatdr, could 
::::,: ,., 

maybe somethi~ that 
C 

Senator Russel1,? 

:.r. 

in~ction and in thou~t. 

-
:r. 
:r. 

-
/ . 

:r. 

([f this investigati~ 
..., .-

n l••t!l.4 insight in~ the character of 8 
-0 

C 
:::; ,... 
(~ 

Cooper: Yes. cThat investigation:rlasted several monfhs in 1964. 
-:, 

He was: 
Z r.. -

r. -
also busy int-he Senate . It was~ election year, aria the investigatio~ - ;:;- ~ 

took a great ~al of time of the ~embers. There wer~dozens of witnessei~ 
-:; 

-dozens and doze:ns and dozens of papers we had to rea~ testimony given bt 
"./. C 

-r1 . 
other witness~ which were taken 

- . 
C ~ ~ 
~ members of the s~f. And then the r. 

r, 
C ~ -

Commission met:2often. 
;;::; 

~ r 
Our final !Udgment wa$ unani.Ina,iis but in making 

r, = 
"./. 
r, 

r' 

that judgment there 
r. 

were discuss~s which brought ou~ the strength of .< 
,..... '< ..., 

mind, the jud~ent and authority~£ Senator Russell.:- If you want me to:. 
,... 

tell you some et£ them I can. 
;;::; 

J'. 
Cates: Senat°s, I wish you 

~ -_, 

would rand I 

-·-
,J 

r, .. 

might say th:t"-$ 
,... 

_, 

--r, 
- . - · 

and I don't know f-f 

it would go in:to this area or notf·but if you feel li~e if anything you ;:'. 

might say shoul.d not be made publ~ for scme time youscan so state that ~nd 
~ -:=- . . 

a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honoFed by the University 
- ---.J -

of Georgia. -
.J. 

J (; 
J 

r. 

( . -.I r. 
./. 



z 

r. 

r. 
r. 
c.. 

.. 

·...-:: 

-..., 

-· 
' 

r. 

-
/ 

-
.-

/. 

-· < 

Cooper: No, this. is 
'< 

c 
Cates: Well, I iish 

:3 

(j 

Cooper: Host of;it' s 
-· 
:::; 
.-

perfectly all J?,ght. 
z 

you would go •• ~ 

public knowle~e ••• 
> 

z 

..., 
r:. 

C 

'• ,... 

'..;J 

0 Cates: ::r you ••• 
C 

I wish. 
::l ~ c.. ._, 
< N -.J 

,..... C 
I don't think,§! do not think an~ would affect the;( 

C/'1 
"O 
(i) 
r. 

i.51ii t' Cooper: What 
r) 

findings or the '.Eommission. -...J 

Cates: 

Cooper: 

Well, C 
u~g ••• 

v 
< 

But I W9:Uld say 

-
3 

0 

r; 
no~want to go on the 8 

0 ..., ~ 

I.: . .I ..• I th.ink you world like to know ••• ..., '< 

~ 
Commission. 

Cates: Yes. C 
z 
< -Cooper: Persona)! things. 
',f. 

..., ,... 
(i) 

-: 

= ./. 
r; 

-:::, 
,... 

Cates: Weli, I ~ant you to use you{ own good 
"-" 
'T' 

you want to in trh.is area. ..., 
f 

..., 
r: 

::r 
r. 
-: 

..., 
/. 

r . ,... --:::; 
judgment "ln 

:::; . 

-

--c... 

-· 

saying anything r. 
(j 

..., 
r . 

-
/ 

;,... 

Cooper: I remelllber when President ~ohnson called me at:my hometown in 
> -:, :. 

Somerset, Kentuc;-ky, where I had lef-1: for the weekend aoil asked me to be '< 
rr; 

on the Commissioii, and he told me tnat Senator Russell?.vould be the Democ~-
> ~ 

tic member from :the Senate. That 12d me, very persuas#7ely to also be a ·· r. 

member of the C~ission, because I::_appreciated his po~tion and his judgm:nt . 

~ = -
Senator Russellglater told me that ~e objected very st~ngly to going on ..., 

/ ,... ~ r:. 
._, :r. ,... 

the Commission. ~He was very busy ~-d also, to be fran~ he said he did 
-

(~ 

r. r. 

not care to ser'l.e under Justice [Ea;l Warren} But a~lways, his sense o·f 
' 

duty and I thin~ patriotism and it ~s deep in him, le~ him, as he told m~ 

., 
r; 

-
./ 
r. 
c.. ..., 

z 



- ,.._ 
/ , - .,J 

- ~ ,.,;.,I .., '< :r. ,..., 
~o override any per~al feelings and d~ what he thought t~ President wanted_ 

.., 
3 ::l 

-r;, 
.~im to do and ·do wh~ he thought ought~ be done for the ~try. And it ••• ,-
~ - z 
~ ... I ... I ... that wa~one of his great qi§llities, to rise to?what he thought 

,._ '=:;" 

~as the need of the ~buntry. 
r, 

On the Coisnission, which was ~de up of a ••• 
,.._ 

::r -
iour from the Congr~, two from the Hoiy;e and two from th~Senate~two 
~ ,:, &. N 
- (b • 

~epublicans, two D~~rats-and Senator~ussell and myself !rom the Senate, 

- . . ,.. 
£ongressman Boggs aoei Congressman Ford from the 
~· 

Hous~and jhen a distinguishe~ 
-:, . 

:Eroup of civilians, 2rivate membeq, headed . . ~d then hea~d by Chief Justice-:-
.. - C .;.. 

groupie had no Vl We /. 
waysf. pre-,c s. di~ffered in many ~arren. As a 

c:, - .., 11::. 

'° ::; 

~s timony and ~ if cou;l:d, -over we a common r. 
'r: 

'and we did go 

-
~udgment. But theref!s ••• there were two issues in that invi§tigation which 

C -;: 

again impressed me about Senator Russeli. = en • ..:; 
And first may I say, he kept up 

::; 
r, 

~th that invesdga~n all the time. ~en if 
:::-, 

he had comm:f.3,°tees which he bad -
("; 

< Jo attend, he had a ~presentative ther~ and staff and whefE-he came back you 
:,::, :.;. :.;. 

/. Cl) (1) 

£ould tell that he had read the evidenc~. 
- C - -< < 

Be talked over a).l the facts. 
":J 
'< 

Jcnew what had been ~e even when he wa~'t there. 
: -r, C 

First, t;;here was the 

He 

~estimony of Mrs. [~e Harvey] Osw~ld, [ne wife and widow qr Lee Oswald. 
,-. --, -

-· ..._, -,S:. r 

~d when we heard he"l= testimony, the fi~st and the second tJme, she was bereft 
~ r. 

~nd .•. and, 
J 

of course:i: a tragedy for he~ And I think she ~tracted some sym- ~ 
~ ::::. --> -. 

~thy frcrm the Comm:i;s:sion. 
~ -

Well, of co!!l'se, that sympathy ~ould be human natu~e. ,..., 
).>-

But Senator russell,::.=he was 
·--:: 

not convinc~ that she had tol~the full truth 
,,, 

and all the facts srf€ did know. 
> 

And he~alked to me about~t. I had some-

~at of the same fe~ing, but again I m~st say he was the ~ader •.• took the 
r:. 

~ / 
V 

"J. ,... ~ • . ~ 

~d he said .•• he sug~sted that we god~ to Dallas, Texasf readership in it. 
.;..... 

and have her as a ~'iness there. And wEi would question helS again. And we 
t< ,-

~d go . 
<'. 

--..J 
two ~ays questioned -I think we ::i.iere there two days;: and on those we .:... 

('l) ':./) 3 r;. :r. 
'/. I"". . . r . - --":J -

'/. -f'j :::.i r, ~ 

-: - / 



,... 
J . 

.., 
r.. 

'< 

c· 

r.. ,... 

r. ,... 

; C 

her very strenuously and his wa? the most 

0 =· courteous, d3:ignified, but nevertheless he - ~ 

i::: 
powerful :&'xamination. 

> 
searched ~r the truth. 

He WU., 
:;;;-

I ~l 

say that we ~d not get from hei_any additional inf~ation, but I alw~s 
-· ~ ~ 

believed that-Senator Russell t~ught that she had §ome fact, not necessarily 
~- 5 J. ~ 
~ '..;.J ("'O 

that ••• that ~ was anyone else ~-t Lee Oswald respo~ible, but ••. but t~t 
::; -

'.f. ~ l.J .__. 

he had some ·~eling that she ha~:not told all the facts. I think t:hat ~as 
':: C. ::= /fl 

born out in ~statement he made~ year or so ago inrwhich he said, as L: 
0 ~ ~ ~ 

recall, he h! not yet be~ eersuadedie...at we had a~ the facts. The ; 

most compell~g position ~took int~ ~mmission w_as this: there was/ 

a question o~whether or ~I the shot~ struck ~esident Kennedy o~ 

one of the sl'8>·ts, had ••• had passed through Governor ~John] Connally of-:; 
::; - '< 

C ~ ~ 
Texas on the ~ront seat. To ••• to find that it had i8issed through both would :c C. • /. 

t"I1 ~ ~ -:l 
make the dec:f..eion somewhat ea~ie;;_ in the time frame~. It wasn't conclusive. z ro ::r : ..., r;; 
And so there'i first ••• an opiniog.by most of the Cot@dssion that we shoµ,ld 

say that the ~ot passed through~~oth President Kennedy 
. , . - ·- -..., 
- ,... v 

Connally. G~ernor Connally was::a very strong witnt!'§s. 
0 /. ,... 

has the preseAt opinion in the co~try that he's a v~ 
~ ~ ~ 

and Governor 

I see now why lie 
strong man. 

,-; 
He'$ 

r.. 

a very stronpitness. 
:;o 

He said sategorically that~ knew it ••• that th~ 
I'"'\ 

first shot di'a: not pass through 
. )> 

him. 
v 
'< 

And he •.• I r~ber he said, "I '< 

::; ,.... 
turned my head. when I heard the ajlot. It did come from the direction which -:;o 
you have dec~d it came from be~u,;e I'm familiar w~h firearms. 

r. 

But a~ I 

turned again ro the left, I felt:l:he impact of anoth~r shot." 
Ji =- !? 

Senator ;. 
r.. ..., 

Russell just ;?aid, "I'll never s~n that report if •. ;if ... if this Commi~ion 

- - =· -r; -

says categori~ally that the secorii! shot passed throu[h both of them. :r. 
'...,..) ~ -· ,., 

I agreed with§lim. I must say htj;-had great influenc~ with me, but I to~ 
I.J /. -

'< 
have been imp~ssed by Governor C'Qnnally and so the ~mmission then did'.:::; 

C -
r;; /fl :::; (j 

agree that, !~cannot r ecall the ~act words , that wh~le there was evide~ce 
-::i J .., 
~ 1 

/ 



~ -
:.that the same •.. that--the shot had passesl through both President Kennedy and •. ;:... = ~ ~ 
...., :l ;::: -

_§ and Gove rnor Connalif it was no t concl~~ve. And with tha; why, Senator Rus~ll 

z 
:-: 'w'On his point. I t!i;i.nk he's correct . ;:!'he other point was?it the end, and 
~ - C ~ 

;: this was more a mat;er of language thatf.of decision becaus~ everyone had 
~ z - ~ ~ ~ 

~agreed that from alt the evidence we h~, that we could fi~ only one person ./. - ~ ~ -
- ~ ~ N 
=i.mo was ••. who was a~ •. could be charged:iiiith the assassinat;l.on of President 
:.; :;· ; ~ 

-
J. 

.; Kennedy and that was"'; Lee Oswald. 
-, C 
C 

And. :.but again, there wjs ·the first cate-

~gorical statement tRat Lee Oswal 
'-" 

"O 
sin, no on~else was connected:_ 

./ 

wholly o~· the facts before 
::: - ~ ...; 

~with it, and again ~enator 
~ 

0 

But, we cannot sa~that at some 
./. 

rr.: r. 
~ ~ 

=point there may be iome other evidence in the future and ...., . C t:ha t we cannot 
:l '-< 

"I 
s: 
z 

- ~ ~ 
;.categorically close:Ithe door to the fac::ts that may arise.'~ He just said, 
~ CT; ~ 

~ -:i 
~want to limit to wh!t we have ourselve~heard, we've sear~·ed out all we couli, 

~· ~ 

°;?done the best we c~d and on the basii"of that we say tha1: Lee Oswald was 
:::; 

-r. 
r, 

;::: 
':./'. ~the assassin but w~ust not .•• we 

~ z -
mus~ay also that therE!?may be facts which~· 

_,, -= ...., 
-:;; are developed in t~ future but which we could not secure~which may show 

T 6 . ~ 

I 
~otherwise." Now, t_hat last is probabl; was just ••. said, ~11, anybody could 

~have said that but§aking in considera~on his .•• his dete~nation to inter- ~ 
r. -

~view Mrs. Oswald, the third time and very strongly, and h:4; strong position ;:_ 
I ~ :; '< 

r - -· 

~on the question of wilether the same shd~passed through bo~ President KennedY:;: . . 
> ~ ~ 

and Governor Conna~y, I just feel the§e to show the stre~gth of his mind, 
- r. 

~ the car eful judgmetn about t estimony, :tthe limits ••• pr ecis~ limits, upon which= · 
,.. r. -:i 

Iwe could bas e our ~dgment , tha t i s ot~) ... hat we had heard,~t was an indication 
= ~ ~ ~ 

=of t he ... of t he cae:iible, capable, abl e_;:and capable man of ; a ve ry st r ong mind, 
~ 

::: ,... 

~of a very dis crimi~ting mind, of a p~erful determinatio~ t o be jus t , and 

::::_r came out of t hat=s ix or seven month~work feeling that f'had been associated - \__ --: -
J I'""', 

~with a man who waS.::::more .•. certainly more able and powerfu! t han anyone else r _ 

on that Commission: And, well, and r·thought more than anyone I'd known in ,· 



- the Senate. ::: ---
·--: / - c . 
~ 

Cates: Senator Cooper, 
;;:: ~ 

conversaC1ons with you about-did he have a!ly private .. 
., , 

r: this aspect of a @ssible communist ~spiracy, anything ;:;that you could 

r.. divulge at this t~e? -::::; C ::::l 
~ Jo 

~ C 5 
::: ~ ~ 
r. Cooper: No, I think we ••• we ... mentioned that in our rep~t. 

_. We found no 
r, =· evidence of that .ft. all. 

< 
No, he neve~ did ••• he never dicf •• he never did 

-~ . give any strength cto that idea. 
C ,_. -----a:.-, 1 

~ - Cates: Do you feel like perhapanthe reason 
:::: 

Preside~· Johnson wanted 
./. 

~ ./. -----4 ~ ~ C 

. J 

C 
:r: .,... 

-.J 

J . 
.,. 

:-Russell on that C~ission was ~at he had uch conficience in Russell 
'< / . <Jl f r. 

~ C 
~ that he felt like ~hat it was almost like having himself ~n the Commission? 2 
-
-i Cooper: 

C r . 
,.. 

Oh, yes,~ wanted him on th~e I'm sure first b;ecause of his ••• 
r; 

3 he knew his powerfnl mind and good ju~ent. And also I'~ sure because 
< -

? he believed that •. ;that with Senator ~ssell's presence°'-. the Committee 

/ . 

-r. 
r; 

'J. ~ ~ 
~ it would give grea.t.: credibility to thi work and decision -of the Commission . ...., 

-< < ~ -· -
-::; You know - J. - . 

the Commi:!Sion was attached c!!ld all kinds of ••• o~ statements were 
/ ~ 

0 made about its work'. and ••. and I talke&_,to him about that from time to time, '::: 
~ 

:'.. and he would kind ~ laugh about that ~nd say, "Well, I riad what those men -:: 
- f 

,... ..,, ~ -
-:: have said, three o~ four of them, 11 bu~.he said, "They didn't make any 
r. ~ 

~independent investigation of their OWTG. they just took our work, the 
~ > ~ '< 
~ - ~ ~ 
-:_ Commission's work, :and picked holes in: it. 11 And now he h~.d ••• he had such - - ~ 

r, 

'J. 
.§good sense, good j',1gment, such fairn~s, too. 
-· 
~ 

'/'. ::: 

-Cates: 
r; r. 

Senator Cooper, this is an exc~llent example o f how you worked with-::; 

=Senator Russell. -Tile two of you work~g together on a pr~ect. 
: J '/'. 

Can you 

~recall anything el~ that comes to minj at this time of h~w you might have 
~ 

~worked together in;the Senate? I notirce that at one time~ou're . . . maybe 
-

,.. 

r. 

f 


