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PURPOSE: 

~ 

The purpose of this memorandum is to recommend that ' 
Les Payne of "Newsday" (who has written Mr. Kelley regarding 
the Martin Luther King murder investigation) be invited to 
view data regarding evidence examined by the FBI Laboratory 
that has been made available under the Freedom of Information 
Act-~and that he be advised our files do not substantiate 
the involvement of FBI informants in rioting in Memphis, 
Tennessec, in March, 1968, as alleged in ‘an article he wrote ° 
for "Newsday" this year. 

SYNOPSIS: 

By letter dated June 10th, Payne has advised he 
wants to interview a knowledgeable Bureau representative 
regarding the Invaders (militant group of blacks in Memphis 
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at time of Martin Luther King murder) and work of FBI Laboratory 
in the King murder case. 
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By letter ada June 10, 
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1976, Les Payne of "Newsday" 
(a daily newspaper on New York's Long Island) has written to 
refresh Mr. Kelley's memory to the fact that he (Payne) par- 
ticipated with mr. Kelley on the "Black Perspectives on the 
News" television program earlier this year. (The program to which he refers was filmed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

In his June 10th letter, granted an interview with an Agent - 

at the time he raised 

Payne now asks that he be 
or other official 
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‘RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING MURDER 
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nowledgeable regarding the King murder case.’ Specifically, 
e wants to talk to someone familiar with (1) the Invaders 
roup, and (2) the work of the FBI Laboratory with respect 

evidence from the scene of the murder. 

Regarding Evidence Examined by Laboratory: 

; This year, considerable data concerning evidence 
examined by the FBI Laboratory in the King murder case has 
been made available to author Harold Weisberg under the 
Freedom of Information Act. That material is, of course, 
available to Payne and to others who express an interest 
in it. 

Regarding the Invaders: | 

The Invaders was a militant group composed of young 
blacks which was active in Memphis, Tennessee, at the time 
the Memphis sanitation workers began a strike in February, 
1968. That strike, which became a black cause, was supported 
by Dr. King and his Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
Dr. King participated in a march supportive of the sanitation 
workers on March 28, 1968, in Memphis. Shortly after the 
march began, young blacks toward the rear. began breaking 
windows and looting--at which point Dr. King left the scene. 
Widespread violence and looting followed. Leaders of the 
Invaders had urged students to skip school on the day of the 
march; and the presence of uncontrolled youths, combined with 
agitation of leaders of the Invaders, was considered a primary 
cause of the violence. 

Reportedly, the violence was particularly distressing 
to Dr. King and his associates because they felt it might be 
construed to indicate Dr. King could no longer lead mass 
demonstrations without violence. Early in April, 1968, 
Dr. King returned to Memphis and was murdered. 

-3- CONTINUED - OVER 

ae aos £3, 



Article by Payne About King Murder and the Invaders: . The February 1, 1976, issue of "Newsday" featured 
an article by Les Payne headlinea "FBI Tied to King's Return 
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King back to the city where he was killed," (A Xerox of 
Payne's article ig attached.) 

2 By memorandum dated March 4, 1976, the Director 

brought Payne's article to the attention of the Attorney 
General and advised him: 

informant did become a member of the Invaders shortly aiter 

the March 28, 1968, violence, He was present during the 
_ informant was well acquainted with the BOP* /Invaders leaders, 

He was also present during the demonstration and reported 

Officer who had infiltrated the Invaders, He regularly reported: 

on the activities of the Invaders, Information was exchanged 
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sa” 

tween the Memphis Police Department and -the FBI concerni e Invaders. There is no indication in our files that the mphis police officer was involved in the planning, instighting rformance of violence. This man has been publicly . disclosed and he is no longer a member of the Memphis Police 
Department." 

Justice Department's Current Review of FBI Files on King: 

In a news release issued April 29, 1976, Attorney General Levi announced (1) that Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley Pottinger had completed a preliminary review of files regarding Dr. King at FBI Headquarters and (2) that he has directed the Office of Professional Responsibility to review all records in the Justice Department regarding Dr. King, including additional records at FBI Headquarters and in our Field Offices. , 


