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SUBJECT:  "NEWSDAY" ARTICLE CONCERNING
INVADERS AND DR, MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR., DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1976

~ Director Soe'y
Q&D( Q@" . ‘SD :
0//0 S : SR ’ =k
u/{ yﬂd\%u _ Thehp¥£pg§e is to obtain approval for letter to the 1
N Attorney General advising him of the results of a review of FBI
r Qﬂ iles in response to a "Newsday" article which infers that oL NE
; Q?/«\ because of FBI and Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department & .. $j§
“vﬁ dnfiltration of black youth group called the Invaders, the FBL 5
guiy( ., was respo:i;b}e_ﬁgy”pr:“Martln Luther King's assassination. . | 3
: % . The 2/1/76 issue of "Newsday" has an article caption%dg
: 4& "FBI Tied To King's Return to Memphis" by Les Payne. This -Q2.4
. is,’

article alleges that the FBI through informants and the Memph
Tennessee, Police Department through an undercover officer
infiltrated a Memphis black youth group called the Invaders., The
Invaders were particularly militant, On March 28, 1968, there
was a march in Memphis led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in
support of striking Memphis sanitation workers. Serious violence
erupted during this march., Dr. King and his associates .. .
considered this violence a threat to Dr. King's reputation for -
leading nonviolent demonstrations. This fact was instrumental in
Dr. King's return to Memphis in April, 1968, at which time he
was assassinated, R LA =S e
RO A

- ﬂr > A review of our files at FBIHQ an #Temphis has -
'QWV/ determined that we had five informants providing.coverage of the
» |{Invaders, bult none of them were in a leaderghjp position and none
of them were involved in planning, inciting or partidigﬁtin%_in'
violence. Only oné-of ‘these informants was ever a mem er of. the
Invaders. K ' : T : Y s

quwx" The Memphis Police Departmont did have an undercover
/7" profficer who was'a member of the Invaders, but there is no .i--
{{ fndication that he was involved in the .violence as;gg}agbﬂ.with
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- Mefiorandum to Mr. T. W, Leavitt
.f Re: "Newsday" Article Concerning
+4 '  Invaders and Dr. Martin Luther
L ag King, Jr., Dated February 1, 1976
157-8460 : . . '
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Attached letter.provides details regarding the - -
above to the Attorney General for his informatiom. S I
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ACTION: - - B L T Y S

That attached letter to the Attorney General be ’

approved.
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