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This case pertains to the assa331nat10n of Dr...
Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled L
~guilty to this murder and presently is 1n local conflnement.g.z;a

Attached is a copy of a UPI W1re Service artlcle i
dated 2/14/176, which states as follows:. " .
et "Garden City, N.Y. (UPI) ~= The top law enforcement q:;}
; official in Memphis, Tennessee, removed a detective “:;,;'Ajw
assigned to protect Martin Luther King hours before L ettt
‘ the Civil Rights leader was assa551nated in 1968, .
Newsday reported Saturday.
In a copyrighted story in its Sunday edltlon,
the Long Island newspaper said Ed Redditt, the city
detective guarding King, was pulled from his post 0 }
and told there was a plot to kill him, +:.. = / - \¢/() (
The Memphis Public Safety:Director did notREC 67
replace Redditt after taking him off the assignment, -
and allowed the detective to return to work Cnree'—*f“ ooy
days after King was shot to death at the Lorraine-. ~ . . ", .
Motel Newsday said. : + 7 MAR S 1076v~@-'
It also said Redditt 'had prepared a contingency, .
plan to enable the police department to appreleny "an™ sews
assassin should an attempt be made on King's life.! - ..
'After Redditt was removed from duty, he was told
at a meceting in police headquarters that the U. S. g
Secret Service had learned of a contract' on his llfe,
Newsday said. u,”a}?..
'Redditt proLested, saying he wanLed to reLurn e -,
to his post, but the city's then Public Safety T
DllOLlor, _Frank Holloman,. insisted on the officer 8
removal, " "the newspaper said.
' Qy ‘Enroute home with his police guard, Reddltt
QSrﬁg, heard over the radio that King had been shot by an
A .
1 \ assassin, Lhe story said. . Y. St
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'Three days later, the round-the-clock guard L
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed - R
" to*return to work. The police department never L
offered any further explanation of the ‘contract' . -
on his life," Newsday said, o T ey e

Our files at FBIHQ and at our Memphis Offige‘f~] §~~ﬁvﬂ&’?V'

contain n6—1honm5t16ﬁ'félatiVé‘Eo the information~ 5‘?";','jﬂf
contained in this UPI article, on 2/17/76, a cop of”;h.AnJMﬁ;zf,;“
this-article was hanq:cg;;jed to the Civil-gigh 8 R LA

el RV IE D
Division (CRD), vU. s. Department of JGEEIbé,fpoinging“pugf:r;4;g:i~;
we had_no prior information_re}ative to this UPI“article,”""“ff;;gn
and that we were conducting no investigation re the' " . " " It AR
information in thig UPI article unless specifically - ¥ s
requested by the Department, To dateL;gg,rgguest

has been rggsivedufrqmmthqﬁggp or any investigation re thig

-

article. Ag You are.aware, the Department bresently has S
our investigation of Dr. King under review. Frank Holloman =~ '« '~
‘15 a retired special Agent of the Fpr, . —————onan
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