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This case pertains to the assassination of Dre. + 

Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled -: og 
guilty to this murder and _presently is in local continenent.. 

Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article F 
dated 2/14/76, which states as Follows: . . 

seesesenet "Garden City, N.Y. “(UPT) -- The Lop law enfoxcengat’ part 
official in Memphis, Tennessee, removed a detective Rvenen e 
assigned to protect Martin Luther King hours before “1 Rondeeh fnew! 
the Civil Rights leader was assassinated in 1968, . 
Newsday reported Saturday. 

In a copyrighted story in its Sunday edition, 
the Long Island newspaper said Ed Redditt, the city © 
detective guarding King, was pulled from his post \ h 
and told there was a plot to kill him... © /- yo" ( 

The Memphis Public Safety.Director did notREC 6) 
replace Redditt after taking him off the assignment, - 
and allowed the detective to return to work ctree ——~ * nines 
days after King was shot to death at the Lorraine-. .. vale 
Motel Newsday said. ; / 7 MAR 5S 76 

It also said Redditt ‘had prepared a contingency, . - 
plan to enable the police department to Sppreleny "ai Sse ; 
assassin should an attempt be made on King's life.! ° 0... | 

‘After Redditt was removed from duty, he was told” 
at a meeting in police headquarters that the U. S. - 
Secret Service had learned of a ‘contract! on his life," 
Newsday said. asthe 

"Redditt protdated, saying he ‘wanted to return, ne ah 
to his post, but the city's then Public Safety OR gett 
Directory _Frank Holloman,. insisted, on the officer’ 8 
removal," the newspaper said. 

— Ny ‘Enroute home with his police guard, Redditt , 
oo heard over the radio that King nail beet shot E py any 

sa) 4 assassin,' the , Story aia - Lio, og Farts Gage all o Se “Phen, oe ae 

| CONTINUED = OVER 808 
bi Reoulasls.on.the Paveall Savines. Plan..." 
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_ Three days later, the round-the-clock guard °° | ~ watching Redditt was removed and he waS allowed ° ne a 

' to™return to work, The police department never. Lo 
offered any further explanation of the ‘contract! Ne 
on his life," Newsday said, ot CT MD sea aa tg tet ed 

. The story also saia Holloman acknowledged | ae 
the report of a threat on Redditt's life, but. refused si 

sealed off by patrol cars," the article said.” |. 27 omc 

contain no information relativé to the information ee phe fos 
contained in this upT article, On 2/17/76, a copy of he Aa talieg 
this~article was hand-carried to the Civil Rights tajet, of Mel 
Division (CRD), Ul Ss. Departinent of Justice, pointing out” *".” ‘ 
information in this UPI article unless specifically requested by the Department. To date, no request. se 
Ahas_been received. from the CRD- or any investigation re this 
article. Ags you are.aware, the Department presently has wt 
Our investigation of Dr. King under review. Frank Holloman 9) 

is 2..retived Special agent of the FBI. 7 ge ® TES te meee ero et SI ts te ae Me | 
ACTION: For information, , 7 . ; 7 ° | ee ea ee i : 
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