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_ was killed in Memphis in 1968, the: city’s 

top law’; enforcement official ‘rerioved 

“from his post one. of two detectives: as- 
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|: ‘part of an emergency plan to'protect the 
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Ms Ed Redditt, ‘the black detective..who 

| was removed, had: prepared a -contjn 
\-gency plan: to enable the police departs: 

ment to apprehend .an’ assassin should 
an attempt be made on King’s life while ‘ 

he was’ at. the Lorraine. Motel | jin, 
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called for the four-block area around th : 
; Lorraine being sealed off by patrol. cars, "4 
| All streets were to be closely watched in; : 
> the event of an assassination’ attempt: 

Redditt is known to believe’ that had: 
his plan been in effect it’ would have 
been impossible for an assassin, shoot- - 
ing from the suspected flophouse acrosp 

the street, to have escaped, ' 
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_. Police did not assign a replacement , 
‘ guard for King. But they did leave the: 
detective’s partner on duty... 
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ause!-their “presence,::following : recent: 

ed about a-violence-prone ,black group 

et 
PPh yp ew ype sy wietat Br BY ee tsess ky Pyetel 

‘i Ttiwas recently, disclosed that some 

violence’ and Tooting" ay ‘week earlier. 
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“*Informants and had touched off the ‘vio- at a fp " 448 f 
«lence which was directly. responsible for - 

King’s return to Memphis the day be- 
fore his assassination, 

: Ironically; on the day King was shot! 
April 4; the four armed members of the 
Invaders,: who were providing security | 
for,.King and his staff in the Lorraine, 
were seen leaving the motel — for unex- } 

. plained reasons — just before 6 fe Mm. 
_ minutes pelore Kin ng was. shot. . 
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through binoculars from te ire station 

‘vided: security for‘ King. and his party: 
“and they continued to keep the police de-. 

a Lmond who is. also ilack, had withdrawn *: we 
‘wanted’ to return “to™-his~ post}! but:"the 

< ; riots 8 Menpie) had angered j young ° aha While driving 

«The ‘police. ‘were ticularly concern ‘oo 

sealed the: Invaders. Although. friendly. in ; 
“with the nonyiolent King and, his assocl- -. 

ates, the Invaders led ‘the’ outbreak of.’ 

‘vot the leaders'of the Invaders were FBI * . 
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‘Atter Redditt was’ * rehoved froin’ duty, 
he was told at a meeting in police bead: 
quarters , that’ the ,U.S,: Secret Service 31 
had learned of a “cont vact!? on his life, 2: 
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sor,’ Julia ' Child, invites ‘Tress readerg; vk The ‘partrier Temained at chis” post and.” 

“to. a: “private | cooking school’?: in‘ ‘the “= reportedly was “watching , King through .- 

‘form! at ‘an .exclusive series ' starting jpbincrulara-) when’ tho elyll rights , ripader 
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“cleveland Amory : 
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The’ cenllre Reddltt affatr ‘fe another <> a 
‘ lik in'a chain of curjous circumstances ‘*-" 

» surrounding King in the days and hours. 

prompted several .. government - 
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