\i.a’ ‘//. (‘:r

September 21, 1964

MEMORANDUM, {
{/‘\‘"LI

To: Howaxd)dillens .

From: W. llvid Slavson

Subjectt: Confidontial information in Commission files

Mrs. Hennigan and I have notliced occasionally 4in the process
of making exhibits out of Commlsgion Documents that the description
of a Commiesion Oxhibit will not note that the cxhibit is Confidential
but that vhen you look at the Commission Document itself 1t beara a
"Confidential' or "Secret" stawp. I also have noticed on e
occdaslon that the zerox coples of a Commission Document will have
necidentally included a plece of paper from another document. Uhen
this happens, of course, a slip of paper marked "Confideutial" or
"Secret"” can often be hidden Inside of a Commission Document which
is apparently completely iunocent,

In view of these possibilities for accldentally disclosing
YConfidential” information, I recommend that bofore our f£iles go to
Archives some clerks look at every pleco of paper ln them to sce Lf
it has been stamped "Confidential™ or "Secret.” Anything oo stamped
should then be consideved Confidential or Secret unless a specific
auythorization to the contrary can be found,

In addition, occasionally only the firat and last pages of
the Commission Document will bear a "Confidential' or “Secret” stamp
and only intervening pages will have bean made {nto a Commission
Fxhibit., Examination of the exhibit itself, therefore, 1z uwo indicatiom
that Coufldential material may not have been included. I would suggest
that the Commission Document veference for each exhibit be checked
against the liet of Commission Documents composed by Mrs, Lippard,
which indicates whether Confidential material is included,

All State Department documents which bear a security classiflcation

can be checked with Mrs, Hennigan. 3She hag my "Clearance  file from the
Department of State vhich designates vhat previously classified Jdocuments
nay be released {orxr publication or relsased after certain portions of
them have been censored. The procedure Mrs. Hennigan and I adopted
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for the Department of State documents which requlre pavtisl cengovship
18 that vc precerve ona uncensored copy and make ono or more censored
copiles. The idea here is that the ccnsored copy can be made into an
enhibit or otherwise kept in a publlc file., Iu particular, we have
preparved a complete cennored duplicate of the large State Depa. c.ant
{ile, Coumiselon Document Nog. 1114 and 1115, which can be put {n a .
nongecret file. Finally, there are certain clearance problems which £
are still pending. This includes confirming from oral clearances wa
recelved fxrom CIA and a clearance from the Department of State on
ferglevaky as well as a clearance from thoe iestern Gexman Republic
on Anton Evdinger., Mvs, leunigan 18 conversaunt on thdse pending
problems.

Mr. Ronkin asked that I bxing this to your attention.

WDSlawson/smh
9=21-64

ce: Mr. Rankin
Mr, Willens
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