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Dave, Jerry and Gerry, re Arny spying on blacky, Wo4ld War II W 3/27/93

through the Poor Peoples Campaign, or sh:hld I say Federalist fapﬁs i 2B updated?

Last Swnday'ébﬁémphis Commercial &ppeal carried a lengthy series of articles des—
cribed abn@%@ﬁtlm&rd about it on the CBS radio morning news that Sundqy morning aH1 8.elle
but it was nigsing from that neuscast at3¢ ;Jm. and L did not hear it repeated again

2/ 22
until Cong. Joha Levis mrde a public dgnaui Lor the Army to dsrglosc all such records
off for the avyropriate louse and Scnate comumittecs to hald hearings on ite I sow nothing z%éj/)
.in the WPost but Ag;%qyriod a story on what Lewis sald that appeared in the local papers. p

Sungy(yoniﬂgigffrimKlWayno(Hmstain,”bmphis:kuwer and former Press—Scimitar
reporter, QMOHO#MG fu tell e of this story. He went out and got another paper and clipped
and sent ne the stories. They arce quite surprising for thet reactionary paper and they are
not surprining in leaviag out any details of the wmost significant bHemphis angle, the Army's
Spying'on Kﬁng at the time ho was assassinated.

Digression for the record and about those papers, alternoon edition closed down,
Seri.pps H%ard ovnershipe Wayne met with me often and into the early morning when I was in
Pemphise Ve met publicly, usually in the restaurant of the &lbert Pick Motel, where Bud
Fensterualy Jim Lesar and I'usually sé%yed,<?im and LI when Bud was'not there. Jim spotted

yver] surveillance, on us and his wail from the Supreme Court was tarn dpen before he got it
(/M,)’ Mt uz&lj(m]‘ft’/ﬂj
tTayme was fired. A different reason was given but I believe it was over his public asso-
ciation uith me, much more than that on any other reporter. Only the out—of—town press met
with me nizhtse The setilement the papers gave him enabled him to go to law school. When
e met Viayne told me aboubt observing wunarked cars loadq@;;iﬂlcummmnioationa equipnent
outside the church in which.ging extem%riﬁed his Hountaiﬁjépceh the night before he was
Irilleds Aside from the biricfest mé}ion of Army surweillnnces on King at that time with a
picture of gome eqiipment in an autho, there is no further mention of this most significeant
HYemphis angle. The stories nonetheless ave quite sipnificont. It is too early to learn from
Jerry uwhother the college has the cequipment Lor copying full nevispaper pages. Lf I cannot
get this copiocl Tor you that way i% will be (_'LLLW'_‘E"/{WIQ'IO.I'Q to use, ”d{WV/}L‘A@ ‘7 L /AJ/:J
Ag soon as L heard the né%cast L wrote the Copmercial Appeal asking for a copy of the
story and for copies of the records they gobt under 'OIA or in the albernative the identifi--
cation of their request so it can be duplicated withoapoaying search fees and without delaye
As of yesterday's mail, no responses
Asside from tracing the history of this paranoid Army domestic intelligence, vhich at
the beginning iMcludeJTing's matoranl graggathor and then his father, the stories contain
tidbits of dinteresting inlomafiton. Like when Spingorn headed the HAACﬁ)he gas a formal Army
informer on it,his associates and others and he ewen gave the Army its membership list. 44
Dka/ The Ay even trained the Klan in Ilississippi and it collaboated with militarxcégé;A
LA .
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dangerons groups of the far righ t. The Klan training was military.
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There is huch that roloatri/ﬁhis Arimy acivity that is not mentioned and srobably was




not known to the reporter, Thompking. The Avmy was involved in other domestic éotivities.
It provided strikebre kers for some of the most spectacular strikes and massacres of that
early pejrod, just bofore and continuing after Wold War T. As did the dmeiican Legion and
as the MBI helped.

L hove o din recollotion of our knowledge on the Senate Civil “iberties fbmmJtteo of
the Army ~Klon rolationship. I'11 see if my friend Sol has a clearer recollectione

L also believe, althoush I'wm not now absolutely certain, that the Nationﬁ Guard also
vas deeply involved in anti-Labor and possibly other dorestic activities.

When L have copies I'11 sent them, The story is well worth careful roading@ and.
possible clasg uses,

The arny's spying ranged from electonte to shadowing as described in these stories.

Preparing this story represents a considerable investment, ag tho‘épﬁ paper indicates.
It ig not lilely that any local paper would melie so large an investment for a non~local
story. The Hemphis part, particularly what the apor had on the gspying at the time of the
Kingyy essassination, is barely indicated elthouruflo the part that got the major attention
on the CHS netvork neus for which it was not a local ntory. In thinking about how strange
this is I recalled what Chegtein told me, that the editor under whom the work was done,
nest @f 4t, vas killed in an auto edceident. Angus Mellachern llponounced McCarran) suc-
-
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Vc'dﬁw hime As Chastein commented vhen - noted how radical a departure from this paper's

'Vfig oven interest in such o story is, svealing of Helachern, "Why he used to work for the

SBTIY (I think a a clerl vhile coing to colleges,) I believe that it is McBachern who dic—

Tated that all that ig obviously misaing be omilted, ALE \r all that investuent he could
apecially just as he was beinning as exccutive editor, 7ill the entire story. So

rlo't, ©r _f) '11 J b e & { 2 Aleu/dlt/]ﬁ&;;‘

he had alimost all that rolates to Hcmphis omitted. Liyrecoll nothing thau antqthte would
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ovject to having woporteds While the story makes refercice to the activities of and reports

frow and to L]‘ \rmv Intelligence 111 unitv at Fort HePherson, CGa., it makes no reference

'w*Trlw ﬁfﬁ? ;'10 hold, if from no other source, from the I'BLy the FBIL's domestic spying
« ko "whe wld, i ;
in mphﬁu copion of VHEE}IWOTC routed there and the reports of the flemphis police spying

T

‘neluded in these I'BI reportse The lemphis police "rod" squad stated in a lawsuit Lar

ite donoostic ooying that it had destroyed all copies. If so, the PBI'w and these of the

military would seem to be the only gopies extant,
What also seonm,ﬁodd i that the reporter was go unialformed on the subject in general
that he cays the Porr Yeoples Comvaign was in supoort of +the santtation workers. And these

uditiﬁ% vere so ignorant they did not catch this.




