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£ : Mr. Malley and I went over to see Mr,. Lee Rankin, Generar
-of the President!s_Comnission, shortly after 11 a.m. today. I took lith .
. méTa copy of the transcript of the Director's testimony before the *. . «‘
Commission, with the corrections we had made as to typographical errors; "¢
‘et cetera, I told Mr, Rankin we would be glad to go over the transcript
3 with him, as it was apparent that the reporter who took down the testi-fu..
“mony had made some mistakes and had even left out some of the thought - <. =
~in the testimony; that this was ‘understandable as the Director Spoke at\
c«a rapld rate., Ve mentioned that Mr. Redlich of the staff had called ™ -Q
. Mr., Malley this morning to state that he thought there were some correc§
x tions that needed to be made in’ the testimony, inasmuch as he had been ©

present when the Director testiiied”and tbe transcript was not en relyc\
'
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‘L T M. Rankin suggested that I leave the transcript With him s Ehat”§
he could go over it personally, and he said that he would be in tougg 5 g;
)with we by Monday, 5/25/64,in the event there was a need to discuss ny ,‘v

t! changes, I told him that, of course, there had been no changes in

i’ substance of the Director's testimony. Rankin said that the transciipté l

i‘0f testimony will be published and,. consequently, he wanted tdbe sgre \.&:

“’that the testimony properly reflected the Director's-thoughtsy: He’ sked: Q\
“if the Director had gone over it, and I told him that he had .and thit <
“. the testimony, as we had corrected it, properly represented the Di tor'g)
.testimony. He reiterated that he thought it was important, as‘theég
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?;testimony would be made public, that it should properly represent
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Z "’*. nr. Rankin requested that we advise the Director that he, Rankin,;“
felt that the Director had done an excellent job in testifying before™
the Commission, Rankin further said, "As you 5now, the Commissioners :

like the Director." OQDC’O ’:.__/éi-
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é With 1eference to that' P rtion of the tcstimonyuéggiigglggth the fa
\Director s suggestions on the ecurity of the President, an emd=

“randum of 12/2/63 which we sent a A copy of to the ‘Compissjion, MI, Rankin
s remarked that the Commission had not previously advised us of the fact
that a request had been made of Secret Service for a copy of the memorandut

e had given to Secret Service, and the request had been denied, on the -
gftrjtf\ons\of Lhuzﬁenkins of the White House. I told ur. Rankin‘tﬁato - i
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Mr. Rankin agaiii“mentioned his feeling that some persons in hin
| Secret Service are attempting to unload on the Bureau, on the basis ‘.
| that i1f the Bureau had given them information on Oswald they would have ;‘
l ncted upon it. I asked Rankin whether this was Mr. Rowley's position, .. .

and he said it was note .. [teccpirl oo st R s st I 2 e g i

’ puring the Director's testimony, Allen Dulles brought up the Ve ﬁ
subject of a book, “ThejRed Roses of_Dallas,” by Gun. Ve asked Rankin
whether heg&ad this book, and Rankin furnished us & cOpy. The author .-
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is Nerin Ez Gun, It is 215 pages long, was\pqigted_in~2rance,“ﬁﬁd‘t&fi'
in the French Tanguage. We have sent it to the Domestic Intelligence ~* -
Division, with the suggestion that they check with Central Intelligence =
Agency a&nd see if there is an English edition, so that we will not have - °
Lt_o wrestle with' the French 1anguage.f5.ﬁ}giiﬁg;ugﬁgpgﬁgggaggjﬁggﬁgggﬁhﬂ‘
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’H’i- With reference to the proposed trip to pallas, which was scheduled
for last weekend, and rescheduled for this weekend, Mr, Rankin advised "
this morning that he is considering holding a conference of FBI and "1 7
Secret Service representatives, and his own staff, to decide whether .
such a trip is necessary, and to try and curtail the amount of work to -
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. I must say that, from talking with Mr. Rankin today, as well as il
on previous occasions, his approach on this whole matter is objective ..
and fair, and he has bcen very friendly. During the discussion he R

! advised that some of the Commission .members had jndicated that the i

present duties of Secret Service should be turned over to the FBI, :lg--
at least in the field of protecting the President, He said that he
had pointed out that the Director traditionally has taken the position -
that the FBI should be kept a small organization and its duties and .. ..
responsibilities should be limited, as he (the Director) felt it s il
highly undesirable to center too much power in any one agency, or to -
develop what might be termed a national police force., 1 told Mr. Rankin
he was correct in this, and over the years the pirector had sought to : -
avoid the concept of a national police force or the centralization of <
power, Mr, Rankin said this has not come to the point that it is an'""
issue, but it might be that members of the Commission would again raise .
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this point during the conclusion and recommendation phase of their ‘4.3 .-
report; in-this case Mr., Rankin would see to it that the Director was .
consulted by the Commission. 1 suggested to Mr. Rankin that the simplest -
way to handle this, if it does become an issue, is for the Conumission . .
to.send a letter to the Director, and I was sure he would express hisj§t »
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I will advise you as soon as Mr. Rankin informs me of the
results of his review oi the testimony.~
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We will attempt to get an English Version ot the book, "The
Roses of Dallas u and review it, and furnish our comments to the

'!

.

If you agree, Mr. DeLoach will advise Hr. Jenkins that a copy"“
=of our memorandum of 12/2/63 was furnished to the President's Commission,
~and the circumstances surrounding this, = R ‘
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