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CONSPIRACIES

Conspiracy Theories Keep Coming,
But Under Scrutiny the Plot Gets Thinner

Max Holland, one of the few reporters who regularly ob-
serve the progress of the JFK Assassination Records Review
Board in its efforts to demythologize the murder of Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy, is completing a history of the Warren

Commission, A Need to Know, to be published by Hough-
ton Mifflin. He reported for us on the beginning of the J F.K.
Assassination Records Review Board in the November 15,
1994, issue of The Washington Spectator.

By Max Holland

onspiracy theories are rampant these days. Alle-
gations of government involvement supposedly
explain everything from the assassination of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to the downing of
TWA Flight 800. Given this atmosphere, it will take a gene-
ration or two for most Americans to appreciate the raw his-
torical data now -becoming available on the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy, which remains the main melo-

drama of conspiracy theorists.
Taken together, the government records being assembled

]

Although it is almost entirely ignored by the mainstream
media, a fabulously rich record is being laid bare under the
terms of the J.F.K. Records Collection Act of 1992, by the
panel charged with carrying out the provisions of that law.

Now in its third year of operation, the Assassination
Records Review Board is asking Congress for another year
and an additional $1.6 million. The funds ought to be appro-
priated. The Board is an unprecedented and unheralded
SUCCess.

The ARRB’s job is to pull back the shroud covering lit-
erally thousands of government records on the November
1963 assassination of President Kennedy. These documents
run the gamut from the obvious (F.B.I. and C.I.A. files) to
the obscure (records from the Social Security Administra-
tion and Army Corps of Engineers). A succession of local,
state and federal investigations of the assassination has gen-
erated a mountain of documents, many of them classified
Secret, Top Secret and higher. A

The national government’s conclusion has long been that
Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, fired all the shots that
killed the le and that

and made public by the five-

member J.F.K. Assassination .
Records Review Board
(ARRB) paint a sobering por-
trait of the federal government.
It’s not the idealized version
depicted in civics textbooks or
the demonized version fea-
tured on talk radio. It’s the real

Hard Facts Usually Lose to Bogusﬁ
Theories
“The majority of men prefer delusion to truth. It is
easier to grasp. Above all, it fits more snugly than the
truth into a universe of false appearances. . . .”

Oswald, in turn, was murdered
by a vigilante named Jack
Ruby. The ARRB is not specif-
ically charged with reinvesti-
gating the events in Dallas. But
nothing the ARRB has tumed
up alters those findings by one
iota. Through the panel’s
efforts, all Americans will

—H.L. Mencken, 1920

federal government—imper-
fect, plodding, riven by distrust and rivalries, compartmen-
talized by secrecy, working at cross-purposes or in igno-
rance, simultaneously guided by elevated national concerns
and the most banal of bureaucratic instincts. But it does
struggle to do the right thing. The Warren Commission,
though established to determine the facts about a heinous
crime, was at the same time a window on the vast, clanking
machinery of the government.

It is government not as the American people are accus-
tomed to seeing and hearing about it, but as it really worked
in 1963—and, in many respects, the way it still works today.
Despite shortcomings and conflicts, the government did not
violate its sacred duty to tell Americans the truth about who
murdered the 35th President of the United States.

have access to millions of pages of records relevant to the
government’s conclusion. '

The ARRB’s efforts have resulted in the declassification
of thousands of records from heretofore secret F.B.I. and
C.LA. files; the release of the Marine Corps’s original per-
sonnel file on Oswald; and access to private papers of two
key lawyers in the saga, J. Lee Rankin and Jim Garrison, the
former New Orleans district attorney.

Rankin was chief counsel of the Warren Commission,
and his papers show that he acted honorably in a difficult
situation. Garrison’s papers reveal that he egregiously
abused his prosecutorial powers. If justice had prevailed,
rather than being sainted by the likes of Oliver Stone in the
movie JFK, Garrison would have been sued by the Justice












