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AFTER THIRTY YEARS: 
MAKING SENSE O F THE ASSA S S IN AT IO N 

M .1 x ! I o 11.i n d 

111 tlw l'l'l11l' \ t 111 ullH'r l1<H1k-, .1h1ut thl' Jl:K ,•s..,,1 ssin,1ti()11 , I >t ·,·11 l'olitic~. by 
! 'l'!l'I l>,11,· ~\°11tt, j-, .111 t111r1·rn.1rh..1lil, · \\ '11rk. ·11w li,·ILI hrirns \\'ith bu11b th,,t 

1111jurl' up f.mt.1 s ti c ll'l~ "l'ir,1 cil'" through innul'r1d (1, r1rl's.;umplil1n , ,1nd pseudo
h1 1l.1rship \\'hill' ign11ring 11r,1,·,ll1ll' hut irK11n,·t•nil'nt f.icts . Yl'l thl'rl' is 

111l•lhing l'\et•ptil1n,1I .rnd di s t11rliing ,lblltrl /)ft'J > /10/1/it"s-,ind it is.; not th.:-it :i 

1t1n·d l·:nglisl1 11n11i- -,~.11r \\'rti!l' its 11p,1q1r1· 11r11:--L' l-!,1tlwr it i-; th,11 Di·1·1i 
:I ii' . .; i:-- .1 Lr1i\'1•rs.;il\· nl C.1lifurni.1 Pn•ss h1ll.1h., ,1pprm'l'd fllr publi r ,1tiun Li,· 
,·dilt 1ri,ll c<ir11rnitf<'1• n1n s.; is lill )..', <if l\\'L•nt,· pnilL·s:--nrc; , irll'luding f() ur sl'ninr 
1•ri.in:-- . Thi.., 1w1•r ·lf'l1r1 1, ·,ll Ii,· .i rn.1j11r u11i,·1•r .., il\' pn·~s illu ~,t r.1ks tlw 
·11dl1•-, .., .,rid t1llt'r di-,lil ·lil'f in tlH' \\',llT< 'n l-!1•f111rt th.it l'\i s h L·, ·,·11 in till' 

:,, . .., t r1•.11·l1l'" <lf tlw ,l L,1d,.·m\·, .ind n ·, ·1·.11-; till' gr11s.;:-- i11,1tk11tin11 gi\'l'll tCl tlw 

Jt', th,· "l'ri1111 . l'.i 0 .!·.1ri,111s. 
1 1-, in '-> trtrdi\'l' fl , r nrn11,11t· :--. , lwl.Hs' tn'.1tnw11t 11f tlw JFK .1:--s .1 '-> si11,1tiu11 

11 t'11·ir u11t11ttl .ind :--t.rnn· t11\,·,1rd tlw l,11 1 ,1rH''->l' ,1tl,1ck 11n l\· .-.rl 11.Hb()r, tlw 
· tilhl'r ,., .l'nt in r1· L·l·nt hi:--1t1n· th,1l Sl',lrl'd till' n,1tit1nt1I n1n sc i1iusr1t·ss. LikL1 

,1._, ..,,,.., .., ir1.1tit111 , tlw ,1tt.1l k \\ ',h till' -;ubj1•d ul .rn 1'\t•c uli\'L1 hr,rn L° h ill\ l'Stig.i -

11 l11ll11wvd h,· . 1 "t'f',1r.1k ( ()!lt~rt•ssi,in,11 inn•s ti~~.1tiun . I .ikL· t lw .1 :--. s.; ,1ssin,1-
,11, ,·11Jhf1ir.1t <1ri.1I lh ,•11ril':--. ,1h<1ut tlw :-. urpri -,1· .1tt.~d, (m.iinh'. th.it 1:1 ) I, kn<'\\ ' 

,1 .1, h ·.111 Cl') h,l\'l' .11 1, ,1,·.., d11).')~'-'d till' 11fliL·i.1I ..,tllrY lh· ,rnd l.1rhL', h is.; toriilrb 
1. 1,· 1• l)f'llllll) tl\ · t'\l )ll',t':l di '-> l11Jli tin:-, tif till' d \ldlllll'nt.1n· rl'C, )rd ,llld (,lull \' 

, 1:-: 1l· .. tlwrl'b\ f' l'IL1 g,1ti1 11; l)~·L' L'fllh1·r 7 th c1111 .., pir.1n' tlwori l's Ill the puliticill 

· 1111 ~~ 1·:-- \\'lwr,· tlH'\ ' l1l•l1lll'.';· In -,[.irk t"1111tr.i..,1 , hist()ri,rn .... h.l\ ·1· f11J).?;l'd nothin g 
ll ,.., l' tP ,1 n111s\'n:--u :-- tin till' .1 s ..,,1 .., ._,in,1tit,n; in Lid thl'ir \ '()i et' j.., r,irL·h· r,1isl'd . 

·, ·1·n· !1•\\' tif tl11• 11111rt· th.111 -1:;(l h1H1k" .111d kr ·, , llf thuus,int.b t1f .irt ic lt>s th,1t 

,qn111,..,t· tlw 1, ·,1-,t ,1 0.,-, ,1 ·,~.in.1ti1111 lill'r.ittrrl' l)trlilislwd sirKL' · lt/(, ,1 h,l\ 't' bL'L'll 

1111L'l1 Li,· lii._,tt,ri,111:--, :\11d "·ht•n thL'\' d11 \\'rill• .1huut till' KL·nr1t·d:, ~ ... residency, 
11--. t,.,n · ht ·,·onH':-- biturt' ,lll'd. Tlw ,hS,h"in.-iti,111 is.; trl',lll'd ,is .1 fulltnutl' Clr 

1lll'rtlwu~ht if il j._, .iddrl'SSl'd ,11 .111 . Ctin sl'Ljllt'ntl~·, !ht• fil'ld is ldl b\· def,lUlt 
, llw fl'\,-1'rt 'd irn,1gin;1litlll ti! ,111tlwrs likt• l\•ll'r l),1lt· Scl1tt, \,·ho h.rnks ()11 

h. 1t 11. I. . t\lt·11t·kt ·r1 tn1t·t· l.tlll·d "tlw ,·irull'll(L' of thl' n,lli11J1.1I •11'11l'lik l<lr 

, ,g u.., r1'\'l'l.1tit,n ." 
h1tt1rl' hi :-- 11,ri.111 :-- \\'111 h.1,·,, !ti .i,·c11unt ftir thi'-> .1bdit:,1tit111 lwt:,Hl'-.l' it c,1rri1·s 
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c1 mc,rning, ju st ,ls thl' lwund wlw did J1()t b.nk unlockL'd Shl'rlock l·luln,cs's 

B,1sl:L'rvilll' m ys ll'ry. Of C<Hlr'St', in urw SL'llSL' it is ll)O L',1sy t ,) undcrst,rnd vvhy 
histuri,111s lli1VL' sll-1.•r\•d cll'.ir uf tl1l' cnntro\'l'rsv. ;\rw r1ss,1ssin<1tion buff \\'l) r·th 

his Clr her '.,;1!J will gl,Hilv stupdy ,1 histuri,1n \\'ith cou•,tless v,iriations on the 

W,irn'n I\L'f.1ort ur ;,ltogctlwr diffl'rcnt tlworil's. ;\ hi .,. ' ,1i ,1n who dl'l\'l'S dcL'plv 

ir;to the liter,1turl' dul's S() .1t l-unsidl'r,1bk risk ll) hi .-. t1r her mvn st1nity. JFK 

,1ss.1ssin,1ti,1n litcr,1ture is tlw contl'rnpor<1ry str;1in of the resiliPnt pt1r,rnoid 

styk in i\nwric,rn fH1litics th,firwd S(1 tnL·nwr;1bly hy l\iL'hiHd I ll,; _;t,1dll'r thrL'L' 

dl'L'i1dl's ,1go. Ur ,1s urw \\' ,1g r<'llltlr'Kt'd ,1fll'r SL'L1 ing Uli\'L'r St iru''s //K, whi ch 

fL,,·crishly \\'O\' l ' SL'\'C·r,11 f1ublislwd tlll'ories intu ;1 rnt•L1cu n~·,r i "' v, it ,,,,1s il,HLi 

to ll' ,Wl' 'lw tlw,1tl'r wi!lwut llH)!lll'nt,1ril y double-clwcking you;- own wlwrl'

,1buL: ts on 22 No\'crnlwr I lJ(/1. 
Thl' dislwliel ,1tt,1ched te1 tlw W,Hren Rq1mt h,1s to lw gmunded in 

unfinishl'd busi1wss, Sl1 JlH' yc,iming th;it gews well hcyt)nd n,irmw qul'Sliuns 

lib• wlw!lwr ,1ll 1wrti1w11t ge1\ 'L' rnnwnt d()Cllllll'llls h,we bl'L'n rt· IP,1SL'd . In ,1 

ktl , 'r te1 thl' Ni ·111 York T/,u,·." I.1 st \'e'.tr, Willi,1111 rv l,111 chL1SlL'r skillfull\' idl'ntificd 
. . 

thi s Lllll'l'L]Uilt'd 1wl'd ,ts \\'e'II ,ls ,lll\'llrll' t'\'l'r '1,1 s. The ,1uth(1r c,f /),·11//1 ll( 11 

/ln• . ..; /t/1·11/ wrntl', 

T,1 L'1n11IL1\' wh.-it ll1.l \' SL'L' lll ,111 l1dd 111 L·L1pl\\lr, tlwrL' is ,111 L'\tlwt,c prin L· ipll' lwn•. 
If >'11u 11ut si\ 111illill11 dL·,1d _k\\' s lll1111H' sidL· ()f ,1 sc.1 il' ,rnd 011 till' Litlll'r .~ idl' put till' 
N,11i rq;i1111 · --- the· ,1:n,.1t1•st g,111,1: 111 nirni11.1ls e•,·1 ·r tll :;l'in· n1nt, 11 ()t ,1 11wekrn 
s !.1t l' -- ye,u '1.1,·L1 

,, rnu,1~!1 li,1l.111u• : 1~rL· ,1tl's t cri,rn•, grt'<llL·st nirnin,:ls . 
l.\t1l if \'el\1 11ut tlw 111ur .lL·rl'd l'rl'sidL·nt L1f thL· L! 11itc•d St.1tt•s e111 e11w s idl' of .i sc,11L• 

.111d th,1t wrL·khl'd w.1il l lsw,1ld 1111 Ille· othL·r side•, it d1 1L·s11't b,11 ,111l'l'.. Y()ll \\';111t tt1 

.1dd Sl ll11 l' thing \\'e·ighlil'r tll Usw,1ld. It \\'rn iid i11\'1.•st th l' l'rl'sidl'nt 's dL•.if.h with 
111 L'.l ning, L'nduwin.~ him \\'itli 111,irtnd,1111 . I IL· -.,·1 1'.ild li ,wc.· L' .ui l11r .~1ll111 ·//1111.,.: 

i\ l' e \ 11 s 11 j r, 1 C \ . I\' e) ll : d ' () r L' I ) ll rs l'' d I ) t h l' j I ) li 11 i L'( 'I V . 

Thl' dL· ~; irc• to inVL'Sl ,, n.1lit111,il tr.1urn.1 \\'illi nw,111ing w,1s 11ot S()J1ll'thing 

which dL'\'t' lo~wd gr,1du ,1 ll y It ,,·.is L'\ ' iJL'nl w ithin minuks of Kennedy 's 

de,1th , ilS / ) 1·1 1//1 or ti /!n •_..; /,fr11/ \'!\'idl y chrnni c ll',; . D,1ll,1s \\' ,lS ,1 fount oi" right

wing t1cti, ·ity d.iling h.id, tt1 tlw ! LJ20s , wlwn it \\ ',ls krH1wn ,is "tlw S<1uthwest 

h,1ll' c,1pit,1I r.)f l) i\iL' ." Th,1t rL'j1Ul,1tiun, plu :.; thc• rnugh rl'Cl'pti on ,1Ccord1'd Ui'-J 
.imb,1ss,1d()r ;\dL1i ~ lL'\'l'nsnn in ( )c tol1l'r, riru rnptl'd ,1ng~1ished prc'sidt'nti,11 

,1idcs to ;1ssl' rl th,1t un spccifi t·ll right-wingl'rs W L' n' rcsponsibll' in thL' huurs 

right ,1fll'r tlw ,1ss,1ssin,1titHl. i\nd l\ioCc' Os\\',1ld \V,lS t1rn'SlL'd, tlll'rt.' \·\',ls ,l 

milrkl'd rL'lucl<1n CL' le1 shill the bl.111w frurn ~rltr,~ :.-c>nSL'r\',1tiVL'S tu d Sl'lf-st y lt,d 

l'vLirxist; in :\nll'riL·,1, ,1 lilwr.11 f11'l'sidl'nl hL'ini~ i1SS,1.ssin,1tL't.i h)' ,1 f'vbr.\ist 

Sl'L' ll1l'd lt) 111;\Kl' llll SL'l1 Sl'. J,1l'Ljlll'lirll' Ke•n 1 1l'd\11
.S first l'L'ilcli on, ur(ll~ hl'ing 

te1 ld h y l\e1 lwrt f,c·n1wd,· 111 ( ·,_...;.,,· .ild' s b,1 cl-;.g rcn111d, \\l,lS te1 fl'l'I .s ick l'1ll'd 

hL'C,l ll :>t' .slw i11111wdi,llt ·I,· SL' lhL 1 tl < )s\\',1 ld 1"lll)lwd Jl:I< ll l m.ntyrdl,111 . "I k 
did11't ('\' 1·11 h,l\'1' t ill' s.i li . ..,J. 1l"li1 111 ti! h t· in1~ killt·d fe1 r ci, ·i l ri)..',hts," i\ 1rs. 



!IOI.L AN D / M.ikin~ Srn-.r of the ,\<,sassination 

K\'11lll'Ll_\' s,1id , ,1 ccnrLlin g !l1 i,l.rnclwsll'r. "lt \- it h .1 d to lw s,'mt.' sill v Iii 

C :r muni,;'. ." Signitic,rntlv, tlw Sl'<Hch fm ll1l',rning l'Xtl'ndl',.i outsidl' • 

i; . riH·di,1k Kl'nrwdy circle• tuti . It C,11l hL' Sl'l'll in su<:h mirwr dl't.iils ,is 

nw 1.ii,1's 11 Sl' <if (Js\\',1ld' s middlt· n,rnw, ,is if l'll1F'l()ying it )~·1\'L' him rn , 

'., t.iturL'. l'ri(lr tL1 th,1t Frid,1y, rw l1rw c,1lll'd him I .L'l' ll,1ri 11·_11 Us\,·,1ld . 

If grl',ll L' \ 'L•nts dL·m,rnd gn•,11 l' ,HlSL'S, ,ls ~L1r1 clwstl'r ;1rgul's, thirst fo 

l'l\nspir,1 c, · \\'ill rw,·l'r lw s,1tisfil'd Sl) l(lng ,ls ()~; w,1ld st,rnds ;1s lw d<ws n, 

I IL- is urwqu,11 tn thl' Lisk of ,1ss.1ssin,1ting ,1 prL'sidcnt \\'ho, f.1irly t1r not 

ll1t)rl' l'Sll'L'llWd in 11ublic 0~1ini11n i"l1lls th,rn ,. \br,,hilm l .incolr1 or Fr,rn~ 

l\<HlSL'\'l'lt. Hut r1c·rh.1~1s thirt _,· _\'l 'cHS is sufficient time' to rL'Cx,1min c I 

imb,1l ;rn cL', if 11l1>;sibk ,1djust tlw s<: ,11 · .. ··. ,rnd rn,1 \ c• tlw ,1ss,1ssin,1ti()n n1lwn 

In .1dditil1n Ill tlw shL't'r 11,1 ~,s .1 µ ,· 111 t (,,. 1.·. i .;s t 1\ (1\ 'l'mlwr rn.irkl'd tlw first m; 

,111ni1.·L·rs.ir,· sincl.' thl' gt.'l1pt1liti l' ,1I ru t, .. . <·h.1111..;cd ,llld w ith them L'x,1ggL'r,1 

11.issitin.s ,11ld ft'.HS . Nt'\\' d1,c umt•11t.1n· t•, ·idL'llCL' , rH,t llnly ,1bnut till' .1ss.1ssi 

ti11n but ,1l st1 Kt•rrnl'dy 's C ul1.1 pt1li ( \ ', h.1s bvl'll 1·l'l , -.1st.•d, ,111.J rn,in~· princ i 

(\ffiL·i,1l s ,l!'l' t.ilking, \ Ll!~)l' ,lfll.'r ,) I< •Ilg silt.1 T1(t' . It is lllllrl' th.111 just r,~'-.Sible I 

llt1r 1111dL'l''.,L1t1ding llf tlw .1..,..,,1 ..,s i11.1ti<111, likl' ..,l , rnud1 l'ISl', h.1s lwl'n c ll1t11 

h,· C() ld \V,ir l'>.:igc11C!< 'S. 

l )f l·<11.1rsc , it is f.1shiL111 ,1hlt.• JHl\\ ' t\1 thru\\' llf) llrw's h,rnds ,ll the sligh 

nwnlilin Llf N<1\'L 1 mlwr 22nd , ,rnd sught•st th,1t tlw truth is unknnw,1hll' . 

<11w mi)~ht just .1s ·.,·l'II .l ',SL'J'l th.it f,i >l<'r>· dlll's 1H1t m,1tll'r. It is p,1st tim1 

inu1rpl1r.ilt' tlw .1ss,;ssin.iti()ll i11t l, pl1st\,·t1r hi..,t<ir>· insll',id 11f tn·<1ting 

l ' \'t'llt ,lS SO!lll' 11111.lth()P' ·,hll' ( r<lSS J'(),ldS . 

In his first \Vi'1'k/ 11 ~)ublislwd .1fll'r tlw ,·,'..s,1ssin,1lit1n, tlw indc1wn c 

j<1urn.1list I. F ~ll1m' \\ ' J'lltL• ,1 f)it·rL"ing ~-<1lum11 t111 tlw (,1lll'n pn·sidL_·nt L'nli 

"\Vl' ,\II I l,1d ,1 hngL'r l1n Tli,1t Trig)~l'r. " 

Ll'l 11 s .1:-.k <lllf'SL· h·vs hP11t•s t ljlll':-.li<llh . I !<1\\' rn.111:· :\llll'ri ,·,rns h,l\ 'L' llCll ,1 
:-. urnl'd -- \,·ith ,1ppr<1,·,1l -- th.1t tlw L I:\ \\',1 :-, f1rpb,1L,I\· tr:·ing tll (ind ,1 \\',l\' 

.l'- :-.-1ssi11 ,,tt· l ·.1str<1., I Ill\\' rn.111: · \\'(lttld llPt ,lf)f'l,Hrd ii tlw Cl·\ ~-.rcn•t•dt•t.P . .. 11.n 
\\'l ' 11lll bl'C<lllll' n,nditi111wd t1 ·· thL· tll1ti<1n th.it \\'t' sh< •uld h,1\'l' ,1 SL·crl't ,lgl'ncy, 
.~L1\·l'rnnw11t - tlw Cf :\ - with Sl'Ul'I ft111d", Ill \\'it.·ld tlw d.1ggL·r bL•m•,1th till' cl,,.
.1g.1i11st IL'.ldL•r:-. \\'L' dislikt.• 7 h ·L'll :-. <>JllL' <it ,111r h •-.,t : '<'lll\~ libl'rill intt'IIL·ctu;ils c; 
sL'l' llllthing \\'ning in thi:-. pi<:turl' L'\CL'f1t th,1t thL· " (l~ll'r,1tiClt1i1i" functions uf C l 
sh<iuld bl' kl'pt :-.l'p,ir;1tl' frn111 ih i111l'llig t.· 11n· t.•\ ·,1lu.1till11s' ... \Vlwrl' th1• right 
kill is :-. <1 u11i\'l·rs,1ll:· ,Kn·pt1•d, \\ ' l' sh<nild llllt iiL' s11rprisl'd if llllf :'llttng l'rL•sidl': 
\\ ',ls sl,1i11 . It is 1H1t just tlw l',1SL' i11 Pbt.1i11i11g ~1111s, it is tlw l ',lSL' ()f llbt ;,111ir 
l '\l' ll St':-, , th,lt 1l1stl'l'S ,)S:-, ,J :-,-., j11,1tiPl1 . 

I ) r" w i 11 g .1 r I wt< 1 r i c, ii, u 1111 n l\' l' r 1 n 11111 c· d i < 1 r I L w t \\' l' l' 11 t I w C ll id \V.i r rn i n < 

,::1d ( )-..\\',ll<l's .., t1rnnir11~ ,l l' t \\ ',ls , ·i11l.11~t' :-;t\111,· \\'ith \'irlu.ill\ · l'\ 'L'I'\ ' .-\rnL·r·i 
' I • • 

•,till in sh<H.' k. <lf' l1lir1d<·d h· tlw l.1in· t.11< · q11.ilit _, . (ii tlw furwr.il , it t<H . 
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h,1bilu.il di 'is<: nll'r (()holdup tlh' ,1ss,1ssin ,1tit)Jl ,1g,1i11 st ;i b,1ckdrnp of pnlitic;il 

, ·i<1lt'llCl' C(lr,tribu!l'd l<l h:,1 till' Ll11i1L'd St.1ll's. Tlw \',nly 11<,liiic.11 lt'ildcr who 

d.irL'd do sn \\',ls rvL1lculrn X. I le 11ll inkdly rdu sL·d Ill utkr consoling WL1n:ls, 

t·,1lli11g llw ,l 'i 'i ,l 'is i11,1lill11 ,1 1 ,l .'i t' (If " chid-: l'ns \'() ming hnrnl' to most." ;\t the 

tinw tlw n•m,irk 0 11ly Sl' rn·d lti ju stify his rL'p ul,1tiu11 ,is ;i co ld-L'YL'd cxtrerni~t. 

In rC'lrospcct, hmvL'V!'r, I. i:. Stnrll' ,ind rvl.ilcnlrn X \VL'rl' c loser tc1 idcntify ing 

till' n1nll'Xl <11 tlw ,1ss,1ssin,1li<l!l th,111 ,11l\'UllL' i1t till' timL' . 

The full story is ,1 b i ;1,irtis,1n tllll' ,ind propn1y lwgins in thc waning YL'MS 

t1f tlw l :ist•nh<lW<'r ,1drni11islr,1ti()n, wlwn t\w n11TL'l.1tion nf forces SL'l.'tnl'd t(1 IJL' 

turning il).;,1inst till' \t\ll'sl ,it thl' n, rL' ,rnd 1wriphL'r'.'· p( tlw riostwar struggll' . In 

f·: um1w, tlw Sn\'il'ls ,ipp<'<HL'd dL1 lL'rmirwd tu ;1ltcr thL' st;itus of fkrlin unil ,1kr

,1ll y ,rnd ,l morl' tlirL' ,lkning Lk\'L'ltipmL'lll w,1s rmposs iblc In im,1ginc, short uf 

,1rnwd ,1tt.1ck. Sir~··ull ,1m•nusly, till' l)<)stw;ir n,,·nlutinn.iry tidl' th;-i_t h,1d bcgun 

i11 Chin,1, ,rnd \\',l s h,.rL·ly clH·ckt•d in l<()ri..'.l , St'L'll'll'd ~1t1isc•d tu S\VL'L'p thmugh 

1\fric.1 , SuutlHi.1st ,\ si,1, ,rnd L'\'<'ll i11to L,1tin 1\11wri c,1 . 1\1trice Lumurnbil wi1s 

tlSll'nsibl v 1.1,l\'ing till' w,l \' fnr i1 lwst i ;L' l,1KL'<)\'t'r uf tlw ri chly L'ndn\\' t·d 

lk·lgi.in C!lngo; in 1\si,1 , I In C hi r-,, ·1inh h,1d dcsigns <'ll the b,1l,1n cl' of Vil'ln;irn; 

,ind in t\nll'ric1's b,1d :·.ird, FidL·I C1strc1 w,1 s on tlw brink of t,1king powl'r 

from hrlgcncio lt1tisl.1 in llll' mid st {)f ,~II this fnnwnt l'vloscow ;ind W.1 shing

ton \Vl'r<' r,ipidl v dL'\ ' l'luping IC IHvls _th.it cmdd ()hlill'r,1tl' both c,1pit;ils in 

fj f[L'L'n Ill i rl ll [l 'S . . 

i ill' l ·: isL' llh{)\\' l' r .1dmini str<1tillr1 \\',ls h;irdly sl,y ,1bout sub\'L•rting unsy n1 -

11,1tlwtic Third \ Vcirld rl'ginws, .. 11 ·, _\ 1inct,untl'd snldiL'rs ,ind civili ;rn,; dil'd 

during C li\-b,1ck<·d ~J, ,1dLnv \\', :· . ,ind cn ups in th e i<J50s . 13ut thc trL·nci 

,1ppt1rL'lll in Jl)5() r,1i sl'd ,1 rww Ljlll'Sliun: If thous,rnds of dc,1th s WL'rl.' ,1ecq1t

,1blL', \Vii'.'' 11<\J tlw murdL'r tlf 11,1rticuli1r l)L·rS<ll1 s? It might bc il ll'ss costly \\',l)' 

t<1 nip unfrit·ndl'.'· rq~inws in thl' bud , ()r t'll ()CC.ision, nust ,l rcprl'ssivt' but 

pr() -\1\'<'sll'rn rulL·r \\'llll might t'ngl'ndl'r ,1 cumrnuni st t,ikeovl'r. flcrh ,1ps 

h sL'nhoW L' I' \\ 'i"lS S\\ ',l )'L' d b y tiw t.1dics of thl' KC!), whi ch (1cc,1sion;illy usL·d 

,1 ss,1ss i n,1t ion-ri1 llt•d "wl' l ,1 tl1 i r-; "-- to t'I i rnin,1 It' lw-;t i IL, l'migre lt'<ldl'rs ,1 nd 

irnport,int ddL'Ctu rs. ln ,1ny C.l SL', "t'\L'Culi\'l' ,1c liun," thc ,1ss;iss in,1tion uf 

.1L·tu :1I u r f)<ltl'nti,11 IL·.idns dc'L'rncd inimi c;i l, \\',ls .iddl'd to till' C li\'s b,1g of 

lLl\'L'rl t.1 clic '.',. In fri1gnwntl'd ,ind frL'LlLI L'ntl y ,·iull'nl Third World politil's, 

t' XL' Cuti v,· ,1Cli(\n ,1 ppl't1rc• d quii,: k,1sibll', tlw rL'\\',Hd .s w orthvhilc, the risks 

tolni1blL•. 

In JLJh() , tlw consid t.• r,1li()n t1f fll ur politi c,11 murders bl'c;rnw t'IL' lllL'nl s nf 

\\ ' iLlt•r n1\ 'l 'rl t11wr.iti<1n s Lil' sig rwd l<l infl1rt'lll'L' tH1( c()!lll'S i;1 tlw Co 11go, lr,1q, 

tlw I \1rni11it .in l, t•11ul1li c, .ind C uli,1. Tht· n•s11t·l'li\'l1 LH)-';L'ls \\'l'l'l' I .11rnurnb,1, 

1\hdul l( t1 S'.,L' !l1 , 1~. ,i.l L' I Tru iil!ti , .l!ld C.1 stn1, \\' ht ·· l)t' ,',lllll' ,1 t,1rgl'I of sr 1l 'C i,1I 

t11');l'llt \ '. If ( .i strtl\ 1·,1dil',lii >rll S Ii l ('l 't'L ll'LI ( ·ul1,1 111·1 1r11i -.; l'd 1<1 hl 11:t1 rnt ' ,l nwdt•I 

l1 1r 1.1!hL·r· I .,1lin n·,·11lt1li1111 ,1:- i1• ..... , ,1 hrill );1·h<-.1d l <i r ~t1,· it·t suh, ·,,rsi tin in tlw 
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lwmisplwrl', ,1nd .1 ~1l,1tft1rm for sign,1ls inll'lligL'llCL' f .icilitiL'S t.irgcll'd .1g,1inst 

tlw Unitl'd ~t.lll's . ;\ m,1jt)r 01w1·,1lilln,1l l1 ,1st.· in i \nwric,1's b,1eky.ird w,1s 

VV,1shingtL1n\ wurst nightm.HL', ,rnd S()n,l'lhing tlw Krl'mlin h;id ne\'L'r drc,1nwd 

p<)SSibil' . 
By l11L' tinll' IJCI ,\IIL'n l)uliL'S \\',lS gi,·ing briefings to l'rcsidL'lll-clcct 

l( l'nrwdy, I .umurnb,1 ,rnd K,1SSL'lll h,1d hl'l'n "rwutr,1lii'.l'd," th()ugh ll(lt ,is ,1 

11url' n•stiit uf tlw Cl;\'s 11lt)tting. l<L'nrll'dy1 rll'L'dl'd litliL' com·incing ,lh()ut till' 

cuntinuing nel'd tt1 ,·,c t with simil.ir n•soh·L' in tlw Ciribbe.in . I IL' w,1s highly 

irnpn·ss('d with tlw Cl 1\'s ,1bilit}1 to lwnd L'\ 'L'nls in Third W()rld countries, ,ind 

c"()\'L'rt o~wr;itions \\'l're in k.L'eping with tlw .iction-oril'ntcd pursuit of the 

c:uld W.ir hl' inll'ndi:d. rvlt1n· \() ti1l' pc1int, during tlw 1960 c.imp;iign Kcnm•clv 

h,,d upd,1ll'd thl' "wlw lost C hin,," deb.ill' b~· suggl'sting th,1t C.1strn's rise tu 

1..,(1\\'L'r \\'ilS ,1 c lL•;ir '., ymb(,I (lf :\nwric.i'" decline undl'r Fisenhow<'r. So 
1_•1,1dic,,ting c·,,stro ' c. Cub.1 \\'hill' simulL1rll'LH1sl}· prL'\'t•nting ,1rrntlll'r <'Ill' 

lwc.imL' .i CL'llll'rpiL'Cl' of KL·nnL'Ll/s L,,tin 1\nll.'ric,lfl p()licy from the nl()ment 

lw l\)t1k l)ffin• . 
A ss;issin.1ting C,1stro w,·1s ()Ill\' urw elt'll1L'r~t. uf cour">c, in ,l for l;irger 

sl'lll'ml' to irw,,dl' C cih,1 in thl' sprin )~ ()f !()hi ,ind fL,ment ,1 countL·rre,·()lt1tion . 

lhit thL· lt1y ()f l'ig.s irl\',lsinn prn\'L·d i1 ckb,1(le ,rnd left Kl'nnedy li,·id ll\'L'r thl' 

('!llb,11-r,1ssmL'nt 1:,1usl'd his inf.mt ,1drninistr,1tiL1n. I lL·ilds h,1d t() wll , ,11vJ thl' 

l'.·t·sicknt !(1\'L'd \\'ith tlw idl',l c)f rq1 IMi:1g :\lll'n Du Ill's \\'ith /\tturr1L'!' c;L'!ll'"ill 

l\()hl'rt K1'nrwdv. lnsk,1d, lw ()J"dl'rL'd hi~ !ll<)St trustl'd cnnfid,rnt ,rnd ,1d,·i: ;c:· 

t() ~1()kr ,1mund thl' Cl 1\ ,rnd find (ltll wh,,t h,1d gurw wwng. Opl'r,1t: ;-,h \\'ith 

his usu·,11 /.l'.il, RC1lwr( KL•nnL'Ll\' quid,!!· imn1L'r'SL'd himSL'lf in 1\gl'n ·y .1ff.1irs, 

,rnd .is Ill' L·,1mL' tl) undl'rst,rnd thL' CIXs L·,1~,,1bilitiL'S he L'lllL'rgL'1I it.s nl()sl 

.irdl'nt ch,1m11iun . I .ittll' !l)()f'l' th,rn ,1 !lH)nth ,1f!L'r till' l~,l!' ()f J1i~;s this judgnwnt 
\\',lS scl'mingly confirmed. Durninic.rn dissidl'nts in cunt.ict with thL' Cl ;\ 

.~ss,,~.sin,1tl'd Trujil!t), ,rnd U .S. cibjL'L'li\'l'S 'o\'l'rL' ,1-: h1L'\ 'l'd \\'ith pl.1usiblL' 

dl'ni,1bility int,-ict. Tlw 1\gl'rKy, fll'\lf1L'rly USL'd, .1g.1in SL'l'llll'd irl\',1lu,1bll'. 

V\/h i k C,1c.t rn l'!'l'CIL'd ,1 sign rw,ir t lw i rl\',lSi(,n si tc th,1 t !'l',1d, "WL'knnw t() 

! 1 w S i t l' l l f t I w Fi rs t I ) e f L'< 1 t l if I m I 1 c' r i i1 I i s m i 11 t I w W L's IL' rn I I l' rn i s I 1 h L' r'l' , " t I w 
l<L' llnL'th· ,1drnini str,1ti()!l n·sunwd :::lutting ,l)~,1inst him in L'ilrllL'Sl. l1

rt'\ isL·l:,1 

li1.•c,1uSL' the l\<1v uf l 1 igs w,1s such ,1 c.1t.1stwphc JFK bL'CillllL' morL' dl'lL'J'll)irwd 

t h,111 L'\ 'L'r to SL'L' C ,1stru dl'p11sL'd. ll:,1 N(1\'L'mlwr I lJh I, ,1nother covert ~11.i n, 

ur,d('r till' urnhrl'll,1 rt)Lk -n,l!lll' ()f ivl()N( ;(,USF. \\',lS !1lt)\'in~, inl,) hiF,h gt'.H. 

··1-hi s tinll' till' 1,l,rn w.1 s tu dcst ,1bili1.L' C1strn's rl'giml' r,1thcr th,rn sudden!\· 

()\'L'rlhrn\\' it. ln t'<)lll'l'rl \\'ilh ()\ 'L'rtl y ll()still' diplom,1tic ,ind l'Clln()mic fl'.1li

l'il' s, L'\ 'L'r\· pussiblL• L'()\'l'rt t,1clil· \\'ciuld hL' L1rLn1ght t() bL'.lr, inL"luding p,n,1-

fl)ilit;H\' ~; t1bl1t.1ht' , : ·sy : lwll,gil',11 \\ ',irf.irL', ,1nd ,is:.;,1ssin.1tiun. !hit tlw 1\)-;l'1ll'\' 

ditl 1wt !i.i,·t· lrt'L' rl'ill . '1'111 :--: tirnt' l'l'l''..; i~lt ·11t Kt•r111t•dv i11-;t,1lll'il iii:,, hrtillll'r ,, s .i 

~i11d 1,f (/.di' \l . .'l'I' till' t·ntirl' tlJ)l' l'.lli (\11, in l'ifvl'l tl1L' t1rH1lfil·i,1I but unrnist.1k,1blL' 
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()Vl'rSL'L'r (with rL'S!•L'Ct to Cub,1) llf° tlw 1\gn1ev's DirL'ct<,r,1lL' uf l)l;rns, tlw 

Ctl\ 'L'rl ilction shop thl'n run hy f,ich.nd l lL·lrns. l,obcrt Kl'nrwdv \\'ilS thL'rL' 

b()th to kL'q• llw prL'SSLJrL' on ,ind t<1 t~u,ird ilg,1insl ,rny unpll',1s,rnt surprisl's . 

;\s SL'nill<1r l l.1rris W<1fford (tlw11 .i \ VhilL' I lnusL' ,1idl') wn1lt' in his Jl)0() 

rncnwir (~{ i, 1·1111l 'd11s illlrf Ki11g~. 

Tlw 1\tt()rill'V l;l'l1l r,11 w,1s tlw dri,·i1 11· ll,rCL' liL·hirnl the cl.111dl'stinc L'ff()rt tu 
, . ' 

()\ 't•rlhrn\\' ( ·,,slrl, . h·llll1 insiL{L' ,1L·l· llt111l s 111 till' prl'Sst1rl' lw ,,·,,:; putting llll tlw 
Cl 1\ I() "gl'l l_·,,stni," hl' SL'L'llH'd lib·,, " ·il d 111,rn \\'IHJ \\'clS uut-Cl 1\i11g tlw C l i\. 

h1r the• first nirw rnnnths pf l(Jh2, t\ll )N(;()()SI·: \\',ls tlw ,1drninistr,1lion's 

luf, covl'rt priority ,ind C.istn1 rw:xt tn .1 l i\,llion f<1r Robl'rt Kl'nncdy .1\l <ml' nf 

tlw first nwl'lings, l\i:K told ,1 ssl'rnl ,1t-d (1ffici,1ls th,1l his bmther "n•t1lly 
w,rnkd ;iclillll " ;rnd th.1t "no time' , r1HH1L'\', effort, or m,rnpowcr is to be 
s1•Ml'd." l,lllwrt K<'llllt'tl\' m.11k fil•ld trips to ~v10NCOOSF f;icilitics in 

1:l<1rid;1. ,n":! i: ,, s.-i\,pt.1ge' r,1id ,,·,1s sr lwdull'il he• insislt'cl t,n knowing such 

dl't.1ils ,ls \\'h,11 sidL'.HlllS th e• l':\ilvs wc,uld be• c.1rryi11g RFK's mi,-:~1rn,1n,~gcmcnt 

1•:-..kndl•d Ill ,\lmtlst d,1ily ll'IL'pht11w ( llll\'L'rs,1ti, 1 ns ·:;;iii l\i(h,ird I kl,ns, 

during wh:l·h tlw .i\ltl1rrwv CL'rwr,11 ;1prllie•d ",. ,1; ·: ·· !IL't1t" prL':-;~u rc. 1\s Helms 

rt't:,1lkd in JtJ75 lil'ftin· ,1 SL'n.ill' sul1r<1mmilll'e', 'i ,v,1s m.idl' ;ibund,1ntly clL·,1;· 

. . . lktl tlw d,.,sirl' ,,·,1s !() )~l'l rid ul thl' C.1strn rl'gi, ,· e ,rn ci ~,.1 get rid of C1st1., 

... fl() li111it.1tit,ns \\ ' l'I'l' 11ui (111 this injt1ndit1n. " 

i'vtUNC..()()~;1-: did n tlt t'1wisi (1n U.S. milit,1n !,1tc'rvl'ntior. unti\ ,rn ir. tl'rn;il 

rl'vc1lt crL!plL'd, but this t,1ctic1I distin ( lion \\'il ~. lost (~n C1stru. I-le (bily 
L' Xet•ri,1ll'd tlw Y,rnkc•: irn~wri;ilists ,rnd ,1p~x'<1lcd tu Moscow for t.1ngibl<' hcl~1 

,1g,1inst wh;1t hl.' l°L'ML'd w.1s ,lll irnrnirwnt in,·,1sinn In NikiL'; Khri ::.;c:hev hL' 

found ,l s>'lllJldllwti( li<l'1wr. lniti,ill}', tlw SllViets h.id l.1L'L'll w:-:n• tlt support

ing C,istro . [ le \\ ' ,1 S ntll ,1 c.ird-c.irry ing nw:.1lwr of tlw Cuh,1r C·. ,minunist 

11.irty whl'n lw f'l)Ck inll1 l l,1\·.111,1 , ,rnd tlw l<rL't. Jin duubted hi ·: ·,t i",)' ! "g nowc·r 

gi,'L'll U.S. inf111e'nCL' ,rnd sl'nsiti,·it}· O\'L'r L'\'~·nh in dw C,1ribbc,u . But th.· 
tlrn.'.il of ,1nuthcr U.S.-l1,1ch·d i:l\',1Sil1ll, ,rnd rnorl' impurt,mtly, the oppt,r iL,

nit y tll rTdrL'SS ,1 str,1ll'gic nu..:IL'.H 11, 1.b,11,HKL', ;wrsu,Hfod Khrusclwv lt1 (orl'gn 

c,rntion ;ind ordL'r ,1 Sovid milit.irv build-up in Cubil in 19()2. 

Nt1lhing ,1buut thl' (),..: t<llwr J(J62 Cub,rn rnissik crisis rwc•d corKL'rn us 

l' xn·pt tlw ·: ndg;inw. l11iti;1ll y. ,1 U.~. 11lt•dgc ,wt tt~ inv;idc C ub,1 w.1 .s pc1rt of ,1 

11,ll k.i)',L' dl'.11 th,1t invl1l\'l.'d thl' \\'ithdr,1\\',1' lll tlw S<lVil't rnis~ill's in rdurn for 

,111 1\111L·ril·,ir'. 11lvdhl' lt1 rL'lllU\ ' l' Jupikr missilL·s frnm Turkl'y. But ()nee tlw 

cri sis ft•\ 'l' r hn1kl', tlw l<L'lllll'd\· ,1dmini slr,1ti<Hl dl'Citkd it h;1d no intL'rL'S! ;n 

gr,rntill)~ l'.i slr() immunil v. "( h1r i11kn· :--- t lit>s i11 ,l\'oiding tlw kind of c1.1mmil-

11wnl th.i! undulv ti1• s <lt1r h.rnds in dl',1li11g \\'ith tlw C1stm rl'gimc \\'hilL' it 

l.1 sts," \\Tlltt· ~l'l·n·t.n,· ,, , ~Lill' I )l'.lll "u sk i11 ,1 llJh2 docunwnl ckcl;1ssifil·d 

()Jli\ ' ,.i sl \ 'l',11'. ,\ lllllltlhh S( lllll' l(l' llJ1l'd\· ,Hl\ ' iSL' rS fl()\\ ' ,ld\ '()L',1tl'd trying to 
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we.in C.is ln 1 fnirn till' S(1\ ' il'ls hl'c.iusl' lw ,,·t1 s sm;irling (,,·er tlwir "Lwtr,1\·,11," 

ultimc1h·l y .i nwrc nwd t.•'.-- 1 r'rngr,1 111 of cn, ·l'rt sub,· (·rsilln w,1s n·intrnduct~d in 

rn id - 1 lJf,.l. 1\ s hl'lon· it i th.·l udt•d t lw Lid ic ( ii "tll'lll r.i I i1.i ng" C.1:-;t m . 

Hy 1,ltL' ICJhl, C 1s!n) h.1d hL'L'n tlw t.1rgl'l llf nwre th,rn ,1 dozen ,1ss,1ssin,1tinn 

plt)!S (h\' hi s co unt) sinCL' c"c rnin g !t) f)ll\\'l'r. l ·:ig lit sl' p,1r,1ll' .1tll'mpts \\' L'rt' 

linkL•d in ~;onw ,,·,1y l\1 thl' C l/ , , \\'hilt.- Cub,lll L'X ill's ,icting independently were 

n·sr)()n.siblt· l(1r tilt' h,11,rnn• . ;\II tlw ,ltkmpts \\'('J'(' pl.1gut.'d hy inft)rilll'J'S, 

i11cllmpl'lL'IKL', .ind C 1strtl 's pl,1in go()d l<1 ck. 

Still , C;1strn did 11()! like tlw lldds. On 7 St·11ll'mLwr lll6:1, during ,1 n'CL'ption 

.it the Br,11.ili,rn ,_·mb.issv in I l.l\',lll.l, Ill' g,1\'L' ,rn impwmptu thrt.'L·-huur 

i'.1tt'r\'it.1
\\' !(l ,lll 1\sst1ci,1tl'd Prl'ss ~·cirTL'~;pc1nLknt. I .;i t')..~L'l y devoted to \'L'lwrnent 

dc·m111ci,1titH'ls ()f U.S. pl1lin· ,ind it s m.1kt 1 r, tlw inlt•n·il ' \\' .ils() included .1r1 

L'Xprcs.s \\',irning ,ig;iinst .1 ss.1ssi n,1ti()n pl()ts dirl'cll' d ,1 t CubJn Llffici.ils. "\/1./l' 

Mt' prq1,HL'd tll fi)~ht tlwm ,rnd .1r1swl'r in kind," C 1stro s.iid. "United St.itcs 

lt.-.Hil•rs shl1uld think th.it if tlw, · ML' ,1iding kr-rt11·ist ~11,rns to elimin,1ll' Cub;in 

lt•.idt.•rs till'\' tl1L1 1llSL1 h 'L'S \\'ill Jl()t l)l' S,lll 1
." 

TIH· ll 1.id in >-~ lll'\\'Sl'•11wr in Nl'\\' ( )rll',lll~;, lht• Ti111,·s - f>it'11 _1111111·, \\'.ls ,rnwng 

tlw U.S. rll'ws11,11•L'rs th.it pickl·d up C.is ti'l1's unusu;ii intl'r\'icw \\'ith .in 

.'\nwri c.in ,;,jrl' Sl' n·in• . It r.1n .i s ,1 tlHt'L'-n1 lurnn, l) ;lgl' 7 story tin SL·pll'mlwr 

u i_: ~. 1n ,111 Ne\\' ( )rk.rns, n<) tlllt' \\',l s mc1;·t· likelv tn lw inll'rl'stcd in wh,1! 

C.1:; tru '1.1d to '.;,1y th,rn tl1L' city's most .irdt.' n! su~·F'Orll'r of the C ub,111 

l'l'\'()lutilln , .i llL'\\'L'<) l1ll'r n,111wd 1.l 'L' ( )s,-,·,1ld . 

:\snibing .i ~wliti c,1 1 nwti,·L' tll ( )s\\',1ld dtlL'S not hinge on \\'lwtlwr hl' re.id 

'. 11w 1w,vsp,1pl' r .irtick, tlwugh in .111 likt.•lilwlld h t.• did. BL'c,1ust.• nf his politics 

lw \\',ls e:dr,w rdin.irilv se nsiti\'l' Ill tlw h()still' U.S. p()licy to\\',ard C uba, JS two 

u nd<'S<'r\'<'d I y nq.;lecl<'d hit)gr,1pli it·s (11ri sc i I l.1 ivkf\·1 i I l;rn 's I q77 !vl(lri11i11111d l.t'l' 

,rnd jl',"ln IJ,1\'i s1.rn' s IL)~J ().; i1•11/1/'::; C1111 11·) h,l\'C pcrsu,1si,·ely Mgued t1nd 

d <)(L'lll L' lltl'd . In .1 11mf()und SL'l'lSl' , ( )sw.ild \\ ',ls t)nly m.argint11l y IL'SS informed 

th,rn , s.1,·, C l i\ dirL'clc)r J(lhll f\kCurw .1bm1t tlw furi tlLIS effort to m·erlhrm.v 

C,1s tm. l) i~-,lt1rn,1ti<: l'lftlrls tu iso l.ik Cub,1 - sul'h ,is thr1_l\-Ving it out of tlw (Ji\S 

in !lJh2-wl'rt.· .1 rn,1tkr lll publi c n•cnrd . St) ,,·,is tlw ,1\ll'n,pt t() m,~f<-l' tlw 

C ub,,n l'Cu rwrn\ ' scrL',lrll \' i,1 ,l tr,1dl' l'mb;irgu, tightL'l"I L'd consiLfrr,1bly in 196 I 
hv K<· nrwdy .rnd ,1g,1in in llJh2. T lw 1),1\' l1f l 1 ii~s pni\'l'd U.S . .intip,1t!1y WL'nt 

\\'l'I I bl'Vlllld (()11\'l'll ti( ,n,1 I U lll t.1 i 111lll'll t \\'hi IL' 1\-l C)N( ;oc )SF J nd subsequent 

()l)L'r,1tilln s gt.' llLTdtt.·d .1 lu t Lll "nL)iSL'" in tlw prl'ss, ~, .irti cul.ul y in thl' l' Xlrernl' 

ll'lt - \\'ing pL'riL)d ic.-il s l ):,,v,1ld rl'.id dt'\'(llltly, likL· '/'lit' tdi/i/i111/. 1\ny1lll1L' whn 
1111)nit (1;·1·L l l,.id i< ) I l.l\ · .111,1 , <H')..~ .111i/.t•d hi .s \ ' l'I'\' (l\\'ll "F,1ir l1 !.1 y fc,r C.:t1b,1 

l ·t1111r11itlL'L'" l h,q,tn, -111ll 111,1rL·h1 ·LI .irnt111d f\J t·w l )ril'.111s with ;i 1.11.iL·,nd th,1! 

rt•.1d ' ' 11.rnds 1.)ff Cub,1" \, ·,is .1\\',ll'l' t)l ,111 thi s. 

( )I t·qu.11 nl()r11L'n! , h,· llJhl ( )s\\',1ld h,1d t\\'i n• dL 1 11wnstr.11l'd tlw c,1p,1c itv !() 

i :illil t ,·ic1 l,.·t1lL' .1 g.1i;1sl hilll sL'II ur (i!l1L'rS. In l lJ~lJ, lw slit his wrist .ilkr ~()\'il'I 
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;1utlwriti l's rl'lu sl'd t(1 \\'t·k1i11w him ,1:-, ,1 dl'f1·cl(lr Lil-spill' hi~; (lffL'r li.1 sh,HL' 

inllir111,l\ilin .1l1(1ul U .~. r,1d,H d.1!.1. h ·c11 1111.m· signilic.rnt \\'i1'.; his ,1tk111pkd 

.1 ss,1ssin.1lilln Ll f .1 righl -\\'in)~ gL·1wr.1l n,rnwd hi\\'in W,1lkt·r in L'.irly 1()61. 

( )s\\',1ld h.~d rl'lur1wd lll 1\ml'ri L·,1 in Ju1w 1962, h,wing ldt tlw Soviet Unil1n 

lwc,1u:-;L' il lurnl'd Lllll lll lw 11t1 lwlll'r th.111 hi s homcl,rncl . In hi s nwn mind he 

rL'rn,1i1wd .i I lll1lllliill'd i', 1.ir \ ist thL1ugh, \\'ith ;1 dccidL'd t;1sll' fL1r self-spun 

inlrigul' ,rnd dr,1111,1. C'ui11cidl'11t.11l}·, Ulll' ()I the most uulspt,kcn 1\mL'ric,111 

ci1,11n1wn ts of C(1 111111u n ism \\',1 S Ii , ·i ng in tlw s.1 nw city Osw,1 Id moVL'll tL1 u pun 

his n·turn . hl\\'in W,1lkL•r, ,1 high!\ dl'nir,1ll'd m,1jm gcner,11, h;id rl'sig1wd in 

Nl1\'t'J11bt•r llJhl ,1lll'r di stributing ll,lrn Hi1\·h SPcil'ly lilL'r,1lurL' tu U.S. lru(Jps 

in \Vl'st ( ;l'rm,111,·. I ),1ll.1s tlwn h'c,inw his c<1mn1;rnd p11st for right-wing 

.1cti,·itic·s, ,rnd in h·bn1.ir,· !lJh :1 tlw ln<.:,1l nwdi.1 \Vt'fl ' full cif sttlrics ,1bout his 

dt·L·isi1i11 tu jni11 t·, ·.111gL·li s l Hill,· l,111w:-. 11.irgi s in "()11er,1lio11 Midnight Ridl'," 

,1 fin'-\\'L'L'k 11,1l :l,11,1l ll 1t11· Lkdi<.:,1ll'd tL, lighting Cl)mmunism. 

( ):-,\\'.)Id 11ut \·V.ilkt·r untkr sur,·l ·ill,HKt' ;ift1·r tlwsl' JH'\\'S storil's t1ppl',irl'd, 

.111d i11 L:.irlv t\l.11\·h 1ird1'1\•1l ,1 ~ L11111liclwr -C,ll'c.111u riflL, through tlw m.iil 

1111Llt•r ,111 ,iii.is . ()q•r tlw lll'\t fL'\\ ' \\ ' t'L'b hL' quil'llv st,1lkl'd tlw )-',l'lll'ri11 whilL~ 

\\'.Jilin g Im tlw rifl1· tu .irri\'l'. Wl11•11 it did , Us\\',1ld .iskl'd his wifc 1VL1ri11,1 lo 

t.1kL' thL' i11L1nwu s p1L'lurl' lll him in tlwir b,'ll..- k\'Md. I IL> intl'lldl'd to Sl'nd ;1 

1• hllll1 tl1 'UII' !vl1/1/i111/ , tlw ~il1t"i,1list Wl1rKl'rs 11,11wr, !(1 :-.how tlwm lw w;1s 

"rl',ld\' fur ,rnvthi11g." l\\'l) \\'t'l'ks l.ill'r, llll .i\pril 10th, hl' ,1ltempll'd t() 

,1 ss ,1'., si11,1!L' W,1lkL•r .i ~. till' )~t·1wr,1I :-. .it in hi s li,·ing Wl)fll, \\'nrking 011 his t,1 :..: L'S . 

Tlw 11l' :d rnnrnin g ( ):-.\,·,1ld turiwd un tlw r,1dil1 fully t'XPL'cling !Cl hc.ir th,1t 

W,1ik1•r h .1d lwl'n ..., h ,, t tl) dl',llh . I IL' \\'i1 S still ,1li\'L'. " l missl'd," ,1 crcstfolkn 

( )sw,ild :-.,1id l,i hi s \\'iii• . 
Th.it st1mnwr ( )...,w,1ld 1111i,·L·d \,·it'.1 his \\'ilt• ,rnd d,1t1ghter to NL~\\' Orlczrns 

tu m ,il,1· ,1 fn· sh .., t,1 rt. Tlwn' hi .s l ·t 'lll'L'l'll I llr C,1st n1 lwt..:,1 llll' i111-consumi ng. 

C ub,1 \\',lS the 1•t1rl' L'mb11Llinwnt lll c1) J111llL111i...,t icknll1gy, thl' truly re\'olution

ilry' cu t1ntn ·. l ll' f.11Kil'd himsL· lf ,1 C .i strn \lfWr,1ti\'L' ,rnd tried to infiltr,ltl' ,111 

,1nti -C1 :-. tr(i grtllifl . Ill' :-.t.1rll'd hi s 'T,1ir l 1 l,1v" l·h,q1tl'r, f()rging sig11,1lun1s l(, 

111.1kt' it ll1l,k likL' tlwrL' w,1s m11n' th.rn llllL' 11ll'rnlwr. ,i \11d fl1r tlw first time sincl' 

hi s llJStJ ddl'clinn, his 1'ffl1rh brllt1ght him tlw kind uf ,1tll'11tion lw lhL1u ·._:-hl lw 

dt·St'rVL'd ,1ll ,1l1.i11g . .,\fkr w.ilking llw strL'L'ls ,11 NL'\\' Ork',lllS with his "I Lrnds 

()rr Cuh.i" 111.11',Hd, tll hi .'> il1li1ll'Jl '.',( ' :-,,, lli sf.idillll ,1 ltl(,11 TV Ill'\\ ' ~. sh()\\' .iirl'd hi .s 

jHlllL• ..., t fur l\\' ll 111i11llt1' "· 111• \\',I" t'\ t·11 .irrl'skd .illl'r gL·lting intu ,1 fr,1t",1s with 

.in ,1nlicl1mmu11i st l ' till,111, C,irlo:-. l~ri11)-_'.,t1il'r, whosl' gniup lw h,1d trit•d tn 

i11iillr.ill' d.1,·:-. 1•,11li1·r. 
\VIH·n thl' '/'i111 1'·, · /'1 i'1 11111111 · 11t1hli .... l11 ·d ( ·,1:-.tn1 's St·11t(·mhl'r 7 1'1 Lkn1111ci.1til1n 

l ii LJ .~. ll ll li l'\' ,1 11d 11, ·, \\',Hllil1)-', . ii \\',l S lll1l' lii till' 111ll '.', l j11'llllli11l'll t IH'\\'S ,Hti(il-S 

llw11 1111lili :-. '11 •1 I ,1'111t1t ( ·1:\ -•.u1111 11r l1·d l·11\ 'L'rl 1111t•r,llil111 s, bt,'t i.11· frl1m tlw l1 11h· 
. . ... ~ I .. . ' ' ', . J , ' '. ' . ( , . . '' • I I ' I ' l • •• 'I ' . ' '' . . I • '. ' ". ' ; , ... ' ' " 'II , I I I '' ' l, I ' l I , ' 1 l' 'f f,' 
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C L.b,1 immL'(i : .. , tl'ly, lt) lwlr) dl'IL·nd ,1 l'l'\ '()lt1lit1n th,lt SL'L'med in imminent 

d,rngl'r ,1 h,1in . I It> .ur,mgL'd !t1 Sl'nd his L1mil}· b.1e~ IL) D.1ll.1s , .ind on 

SL·p'l'mlwr 2=1 th , ll'lt lt1r i\1L·,i u 1 C itv .ind tlw Cub,rn l'rnb,1ssv tlwrL' . 
. . 

(';..;w,1ld prcscnll'd himsl'lf ,ls ,1 " friL•nd (lf Cub,1," but justifi.ibly suspicio,1s 

of .111 N orth 1\nwric,rn s, llw Cub.rn ctlnsul rL·fu sl'd tu issue him ,1 vis,1. Osw,1ld 

rL'lurr ed It) l),1ll.1 s nL'.1rlv pennilc·ss ,rnd L'rnbitt('rl'd ,1t nnt being recognized 

fur who lw truly w.1s . ,\ltl'r !\\'() \\'L't'b t1f jt)h -hunting" friend of M<1rin,1's gt)! 

him ;1 ;()b ,it tlw Te\. ,l s Scht1t1l Bonk Uq1ository ,Vi ,rn 11rdcr filler. By nuw, 

l),1ll,1s rt'\\ 'Sp,1~wrs \\'t ' rl' rq)t1rting ,1!mnst d,1d}, c1hnut tlw impt'nding ,·isit t1f 

PrL'sidL'nl KL' n1w, ly tt1 Tl' x,1s, thuugh dl't.1il..; ,1bnut tlw -itiner.iry wen' still 

skl'tclw. Tlw t1ppnrtunit}· IL' subjl'c! Kl'nncd,· !() the s,1mc d.ingers pl.iguing 

C ,1stw \\',IS sl()\\'I\' ft1rming itsl'lf. On Nt)\'L1rnbt•r 19th the Ti111c• . ..; - / Icrnld dc

scrihL1Lj till' preci sL' rnut c Prl'sidl'nt Kl'nrn'd,· \\'nuld t,1ke through downtown 

I ),ill.is. ·Shurtl,· .1fll'r JH)Ofl, tlw fl1()tt1rc,1dL' ,,·,i s gt1ing tu p.iss by the building 

\\'hl'rt' Os\\',1ld h,1d llL't'n \\'t)rking f,1r .1 rn()nth. 

I I.wing f,1ill'd tn kill \\l,1lkl'r, O s\\',1ld "\\',l S sudcknly f.1ct'd with thl' 

11c1ssihilit}· t1f h,1,·i11g .i much grL'<llL'r irnp,1d ()!1 history," ,ls Cn.1ld 11usncr 

\\'rilt'S . \Vh,1t fin,1llv c.1t.1l:aL'd Os\\',1ld tc1 .1 c t is impossible to know or pro,·c. 

Hut · in tlw l\\'o L'MliL'r inst,rnn·s \\'lll'f'L' lw ,1c!u,1lly \o()k ,·iulcnt ,1ctit)n-,1s 

lll1l1tlSL'd tu irn,1gini11g t1r t,1lkin:~ ,1bt1tll it---his 11ruxim.1te rnoli\'l' w,1s m,rni

fl' stly pnlitil.',11. \\' lwnL'\'L' r lw ,1 ctt• .l nut his intt•rn.il LlL'mons ,·io!L?nlly1
, it \\',ls on 

,1 pl1liti c,1I st,1gL' . N t1r \\',1,; hi s dL1Sirl' IL1 prt1, ·L1 his CL'n\r,11 import.incc to f,1mil y 

.111d fril'nd s, ,rnd hi s drin· !() lw rL'(l1g11izl'd .~ :.; ,l rL1\ ·nlut:on,1ry c1p.1blc of the 

d.iring ,let, mutu,1lly l'Xclu si\'t' . In L1ct L'\ 'L'rything must h,1\'L' seemed tL'rrify

ingl y rcinfl1rcing. :\II hi s lifL, \\',ls i1 rL1hL'.1rs,1l for this opportunity, thi s 

11w11H'J1l. ( )r .is Hr,rnt!l'i s Unin·rsit,· 11n1ft1S:-.l1r _l,1 Cllb C t1lw11 h,1s \\'ritlL'n, "ThL1 

s,llllL' f,rnt,1 sist \\'ho \\'L'll\ In tlw Sm·il'I LJni l1n cxpL'ding to be .icccpkd .is .i 

lwn1 . . . n11\\' tlrnught , 111 clllwn•ntly, stupid Iv, th.it lw \\'Ould Lwcl1rllL' ,1 hero in 

C ub,1 ,1s tlw .1 ssJ ssi11 t1f C,1 stro's L'rwrnil's." 
On the morning of NLl\'L'mber 22nd Os\\'.1ld took his rifle, rl'tricvcd just the 

night lwflll'L', !l1 tlw l)q1t1:,ill1r\' \\'r,1p~wd in L)rtl'.\'n p,1~wr. I le lt1ld ,1 ctn\'t)rkcr 

th.1l th e p.i ck,1gL' c(1nl,1ined curt.iin n1ds. Sht1rtl}· ,1ftcr noon he lot1k up his 

1)()st Llll tlw six th flotir ,rnd ,1 s tlw nllltorc;llk 11,1Ssl'd hL' firl'd three shots.;\ trl'e 

l1r,111 ch ddil'ckd thl' first build but thl' rifk• cr,ick 11n1rn1")ll'd C1l\'l'rn o r John 

C t1nn,1lly tt1 twi st his tnrso tt) lut1k O\'l'r tlw right shoulder. The second hit 

KL'lllll'dv .11 thc bJse of his ,wck ;rnd tlwn plt)\\ 'ed into .ind through Ct1nn,1ll y 's 

ri)_'.,ht sidL'. 1\ s C tl1111 ;1Jlv kL·l'IL1d 11,·l'r ,rnd slHllltL1d , " ivlv Cnd, th ey Mt' going to 
kill u~ .ill ," tl1l' third .ind l.1t,1l l)ulkt ~trud: l<l'nrwdy. pwp11cd up h!· his b,1ck 

hr.in•, in till' lw.1d . 
:\ " jl 1u rn.il i.o..; t I ) ,111 it·! SL·lwrr l.1 kr !'ti t it. ,1 l1i t mt ir't' Lkl ic.1 lt'I\· t h.111 i\ l.1 kl)i 111 

\ , ": \11 ,Hl'll \\ ' l.1u11 Llll'd in\ 11 tlw ,1ir \( 1 kill .1 ft1rl'i )_'., 11 il' ,1dl'r m.1,· \\ 't•II h.1,·l' 
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f.1lll'n b,1ck lCl kill our uwn ." 'vVlwn 1.y ndun j\lhrv::on ,rnnouncL'd the form,1tion 

111 .i prl'sidL·r1ti.il l.'11rnrni s~; iu11 t11 i1wl'slih,1tc tlw ,1ss,1'.;sin,1tiun, rw unL' h.id 

more rl',1 ~;un to su srwct thi s ,1w ful truth , ,ind Lw burdened by it, th,111 the sl.1in 

prl'sidcnt's hrutlwr. 

Coming ll) tt>rrns \\'ith tlw .1 s.",issin,1!i(1n nw,111s rn,1king tlw ,1ftl'rm.ith .is 

cu lwrent ,is the L'VL'llt itself. NL• itlwr h,1lf is full,· underst.ind,1ble witlwut the 

lltlwr. ThL· s.imL' \\'mld -, ·iL'\\', tlw id enti c.il ccild w,ir blind spots ,rnd impcr.:i

ti vl's th ,it unfl1rL'SL'l',1bly \'iL•l1frd ( )sw,1ld ,liSl' hll\Trm•d the ,1ftl'rm,1th of the 

,1ss,1ssin;ition, mnst irnp11rt.rntl}· tlw nffici,11 in,·L·s tig,1ti()ns . 

Cil'.irlv: thl' W,itTL'll Cl1 mt11issiun is the nwst difficult ,isped to coml' lo 

tl'rms with . ( )n tlw lltH' h,rnd Prl'sidl'nl Johns(111 U L'<llt'd the Commission with 

,111 L' :,.;p rl'ss mc1nd,ilL' tu gL'l !(1 tiH' hutlt1rn l1f tlw .1ss,i ss in,1tion . It w,1s headed by 
tlwn - C hid Ju sti cL' Lirl W.irrcn, \\'hl) SL' repul,1tiL1n for probity w.:is ne<1rly 

unm,it chl'd , ,llld SL'VL'r,il cn rnmi s'.,illtll'rs were singul.irly versed in intclligC'ncc 

,111d 11,1ti c, 11.il SL't' uril.>: ,111.iirs, rwL1bly 1\lkn !Julies ,rnd John r·vk(il1y On the 

()thl'r h.ind, ,1 deca dL' ,1llL' r ~1ublic.1tion uf tlw \V.irren l.:.eport it becc1rnc known 

th.it h'l \ 'L'rnnwnt ti ffi r i,il s who h.1d vit.il inform,1tion pL·rt;1ining to the invcsti · 

g,itiun \\'ill full \' d L'CL· ivcd thl' Ct1111rni ss io n .: Is it pl1ss iblc tu squ.irC' this circk', 

.111d still ,Hri\'l' ,il till' S,lll1 L' b,isi ( finding ,i s tlw W,irrL'll Commissi(1n? 

hr.st, thi_· ill ).~ i( ()f th()sl' (1ffi c i,1ls \\'hll \\'ithlwld critic.,I St'crl'ls must bL' 

Llnlkrst11uLI. 1-'r'll fll their f)L' rspl'cli\'L' rwitlwr tlw rn,ignitud L' of the n;iti o n.il 

tr,ium.i, rlllr tlw Ctimmi ss iun 's m ,111d,1tL• irl\',1lid,1tt'd rwrrnal CIA procedures. 

1'1 ,w .... ihll' dv11i.1bililv ,rnd Cl) fllf1,Hlnwnt.1tit11i uf inform.itic)(l still .ipplied tn 

11,i s t ,ltld 011soi11x ,) ,()Is .ig.1inst ( ·.istrn ,lS \\'l'II ,lS othl'r S,l!lctilHlL'ci (()\'l'rt 

.-,c ti,·iti cs din:dl'd ,ig,iinsl hi s n·girnL'. If th l' Commission dcrnonstr;ill'd ,ln 

un,1mbig u(H1 s rwl'd t() k nrn\' ,ili,)ut lh l' ,1ss;issin,1tion plot s, the CJLIL'stion of 

\\'h,il tll do \\ '(1 uld h.i,·t· t<, Lw f.1 n ·tl. Hui until ,rnd unk•ss th,1t h,1ppL'rll'd , the 

i 11 fo rm,i li()n \\ 'll ldd rll' \'L'r be n1l unll'crL'd L'\ .L'n if it went to thl' he.1 rt of 

( ) '.; \\' ( 1 Id 's (11() t i \'l'. 

l .llt1kL'd ,it ,1notlwr w.1,·, the C IA t1nlv f.1 ced ,l gL'nt11nc dilemrn.:i if the 

\\'ithlwld infl1rm.ition p(linll'd !(1 sunWlHW ut!wr th,111 Os\\',1ld, ur someone 

,icting in l ·(111n"·t with him . ThL· \.·\',11TL'n Cl1 mrni ss ic)J1 cu uld not deliver to the 

i\nwri c.in f'L'llJ ' il' .ind tlw Wll rltl ,1 (,il st• Cl'nc lu si11n . 13ut . if the \\'ithheld 

inllmn,1 tiun \\',ls n1ngrul'nt with .1 findinh th .-1t (1s\,·,1ld \\',lS the lone ,1ss,1s

s i11 --,1nd ii univ bl1l sll'rl'd th.1t -- llw 1\gL·nn· Ji.id l '\' l'ry nw·;un rwt to dq1,1rt 

Imm ingr,iirwd 11rc1 t·liL.L's. Tlw \\',1rrL'n Ci_1 mrni ss ilHi \\ '()I.lid still rL',i ch thL• 

<·<i rrt'L°I t·,\nclusion lhtlu g h d L· ni l•t! irnp11rl,rnt s11p11n rtin g infnrm,itinn , ,ind tlw 

( ·1 :\ < ll u ltl Kl'l 'J -, i Is dt 'l' J) t l.1 rk Sl'<lt 'ls . 

( .ll llSl'lJl l l'i \11\', li ll' ( ' J:\ \\',l S lJl liiL' 1 . .' tlllJ1l'r.J[i\ ·1• ,lbtH1t rL'S J)ll t1di11 g lll n• rl.1in 
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()nl' ()(Ct1sion it \'lllunll'L'rL'd inlL1rm,1ti()J1 thL' Con1rnissilln \\ 'cl S un,1w.1n• 

l'Xistl'd hilt h,1d ,, d('f11 (i nstr,1tl'd rwl'd tu krH·i,, ·, L'\'l'l1 if thL' inforrn,1tion c,rnw 

from such highly SL'l·;l'l ll1l'<ll1 S ,is L'<1\'L1 sdn1F1ping ()r rn ,1il inll'rn•pls. 1\ncl 
\\'hl'n ,1 KCI) lil'utcn,rnt C<)lorwl 11,1nwd Yuri Nosl'nko ddL'Cll'd in rnid-Jl)(,4 

\\'ith irnpurt.rnt ll'stirn(rny ,1lwut ()s\\',1ld's (rwnexisknt) links tu the KCB, thl' 

C (1111111ission \\',1S mMk thcirouhhly ,l\\',1rl' of this dc,·cl0pmrnt. 2 But l\ichzird 

I ll'lms, wh(1 \\ ',lS bnth knl1wll'd)~L'<1bll' ,1bl1ut tlw ,rnti-C1stn1 ploh ,rn~i tlw 

higlwst,-r,rnkin)~ Cl,\ (-.llil'i,11 in cll)Se nmt,1ct with the Cllmmissic1n, rdusL'd tll 

,·nlunll't:r ,111y1 thing ,\h()ltt thl' l'ffurts ,1t .1'.'>s,1ssin,1tinn ur )~L'rwr,11 Cl)\'L'ft 

01wr,1tinns direc!L-d ,1g,1insl Cub,1. Thl' f,icl th,1t thL'SL' opcr.1tions werL' uniquely 

Clm,p;irtnwntcd insid l' till' Cl;\ lwlpL·d I !elm'.'> ddll'ct Cornmission '.~ t.1ff from 

lt'<Hl s th,1t tlHL'<lkrwd to get intll sl·n:,iti\'l' .HL',1S . ,\s I ll'lms l,1tl'r expl.,irwd his 

,1ctinns tc1 ,1 congrL'Ssiun,11 (0111rnittl'L', hL' did not bl'licve the pltltS \VL'rL' 

rt1 ll 1 \ ',llll to the Comrni ssion's inq11iry. 
When tlw W.1rrL'll I\L'plH·t \\',ls publislwd in Sq:-ill'mbL'r 1964 it prcsL'nll'd c1 

pl1rtr,1it of tlw ,1ss,1ssin ,1 s re'.,L1 ntful lL1rwr. Although highly politicized, Osw,1ld 

.1ckd up(Jn ll'L•lings c1! .il1L'llt1tilll1, rl' SL'ntnwnt , ,ind lwc,1t1SL' his m,1rri,1gl: Wi1S 

in tniubk, hut witlwut .1cuk p(1litic.1l rl',1Sllll . ()f Cl)UrSL', p.irt of the problem 

\\'dS th,1t J,1 ck l,ub\' 1nurderl'd ( )s\\',1ld lwft, n.' lw \-Vu uld et)flfess. During 

t\\' L' l,· e hours o f qul':-,tillning, 0:,\,·,1ld fL·li siknt ()f' lil'd \\'ith th;it cunfidence 

1wctili.1r !t) ~;oc ic)11,1ths \\'lwnt'\'L'I' lw \\',1S ((1nfronkd with h,1rd L'\'idt'nn' tying 

him lo thl' ,1ss,1ssin,1tiun. Nl), Ill' \ .tid, thc1t w,,sn't him in thl' picturc lwlding ;1 

l'vl;innliclwr-Circ;rno rifle; somL'(lnL' h,1d ,1lkred thl' photogr,1ph tu supL'rim

poSL' hi s f.1 cl' on ,111utlwr body. NL1, lw h,1d rw,·t•r lwL'n in r·vll'xico C ity. No, he 

\,·,is in the lunchroom whL·n Kl'nrw,.ly· \\',lS slwt. Osw.1ld 
11

\\',lS so smug in the 

\\',1y lw dl',1lt with tlw qul'stinn:-- ," rL'c 1lkd till' ,,ssist.rnt district ;ittorney. 

"[lh,1t] ,it times I h,1cl to w,1lk out uf thL· roum , Lwc,1u sL' in another fe\\' minutes 

I \\',l s guing tu beat thl' shit out of him my'.il' lf." One of Osw,1ld's fc\\' requl'sts 

\\',lS th,1t he be rq:i rcsenll'd by Jnlrn :\bt , ,1 NL'\\' YLlrk l.1w~;cr known for his 

dl'll'nse ()f lcitding ,\mL·ric.111 cum11H1nist p,1rty figures. 

,\bsl'nt t1 cu11kssiL1n, ,rnd dl'lliL·d CL\ informalit)n th,1t shl'd light t1n 

Osw,1ld's nwti\'l'S, tlw C llmmi '.,S i(1n '., t,1ff dL'L'idcd th,it it could not ,1scribl' to 

( )sw ,1ld ",my ()J1L' mL1li\'l' llr gn1Lq1 llf 11H1ti,·L1 s.'' Tlw Rq1ort g,lVL' ,1mple dl't,1ils 

,lb(Htl Os\\'.ild's puliti l', 11 ,1cti,·itil's but in ,1 Lfrl,Khl'd, clinic,11 m,1nm•r. In the 

l'nd, lw \\'.l S ll'lt tt1 lwn1 11w M,,n(:lwskr's wn•tched \\',1if, c1 c.1llmv nonL'ntity' 

trying'~('! L1 lbmv his \\ ',l\' intt1 histc1ry· by striking llltt c1t ,1 prcsidcnt who had it 

,\II : IL1llk '.'> , \'(llllh, ,,nd 11(1\\'L'I'. N(1 ! unlrllL' 1wrh,1ps, but it \\'ilS ,l hollow 
(' x11l.rn,1lil)II g i,·l·n ( ):-, \\',1ld's L'Xln ·11w 11(1liti ci1,1tiu11 . 1\s st;1ff nwrnbl'r (nt1w ,111 

( )hil, judhl') lh1rt ( ~rill in L1ll' r n•m.,rkL•d, "Tlw l.1 \.' l th,1t \\'l' cuuld rn1t L'l)flll' u~1 

\\'i tli ,l 111\ l li\'(' !()f' ( )-., \\·,ild \\',1 S ,\ )~t'l',11 \\ 'l". lkl1 L''.,S in tlw t'l'j1l1t't ." 

Tl\l' C l ,\ h.1 :-, h('l'll r11undh· CL1 11dL·rn1H·d llll \\'ithll\1lding 1wrtir\l'11t inft1rm i1-
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lion frnm tlw C\l rnmi ss i()n s t.1ff. lhit U)ns1dn thL' mil' pl.1 y L'd by tlw KL')' 

indi,·idu ,1 1 (1utsidl' tlw ; \ gl' ncy \\'ith ckM knowkdgc ,1boutthL' ,rnti -C1stn) 

f)l()tting, ,rn il\di, ·idu.11 \\'IH> ,1is( 1 Ii.id tlw st,111ding ,rnd p()\\'L'r tu bring ,1ny 

inr.LHJ11,1lilln lw \\'islwd l l) tlw C(1mmission's ,llll.'ntion. VVh,1t did RobL'r t 

K<'nrwdv d() whill' tlw \\',,rrl'n l'l1mmi ss il1n et)nduckd its invt'stig,1tion , ,1 

~writ 1d du ;-.in g \\'hi ch lw rf.' m,1 i 1wd 1\ t t () riw \' CL' 1w r,1 !? 
h1r tlw J11(1st p,irl, l\(lhL·rt Kl'111wdv studillu sly ,woidl'd tlw W,11-rt'll Cllm

mi ss i()Jl, ,1c; if "hl' did 1H1! \\',1lll tlw qul'S lions 11rL'SSl'd tt)O h.ird ft1r fL,,H o f thl' 

,1llS\\'t'rs lw might gt' l ," ,H '(()rdin g to the• f,1mil v hi()gr.1~1hy Tltt' K1·1111cd1; .,. But 

llll ('11L' ()l°c,1.si()J1 l\l :K \\',1s spt' L' ific.1lly rc·qu eH;kd lt1 come furw,1rd with 

1wrti1wnt inf(m11,1ti(ln , ,i s l ),1 , ·id !)t·lin, ,1 L'llLJllSL'I lt1 the W;irn'n Commissirin, 

l'l't·Pu11ls in /'/1111/ /) /.,c'/11,11r1 · Chit•! I 11.,li l't' \ \'.1rTL'll 111.•rs()n,1ll y wmlL' l\()lwrt 

Kl'nnl'dy t1n : l Junl' llJ(vl , i, ~lt)rrning him ol tlw Ct1mrnission's progress ;rnd 

,1sking Kl'nrwdy if lit' ,v,1 s ".1\\'ML' t>f ,rnv .idditilln,11 inlorrn;itinn rL' l.1ting to thL' 

,1.ss,1ssin,1tion" <ii hi s bmtlwr '\ vhi ch h;1s Jl()t hl'l'll St' nl to the Co mmission ." In 

11,irtin1l.1r, \V,11-rt·n t· rr1ph,1 si1l'd tlw imp()rt,1lll't' llf ,ln'.,· infurm,1tion be,iring t)n 

1 lw qu t·s l i1111 L)f ,i tit 111w.,;t i( t 1r I( 1n•ign l't)llSf1i l' ,l l')', 

\Vlwn l<l'n1wdv l'l'Sfl(lll<.kd lw ,,·,1 s 110 11\()rl' forth ct) ming th,rn the Cl,\. "1\ll 

thl' inf(,rm.ilitrn . . in tlw l'l'SSt''>S itin ()f tlw /11 :,; // c1 · Dq111r/111rn/" (l'mph,1sis 

.iddl'd) h,1d h·l'n Sl' n to till' C( 1111mi ss 1(,n . KL'nnL'dv \\'rote, which \\' ilS ,1 

rL'slridi\'l' inlt ' r111"<' lt1li (1 11 t1f \\\1r1\•n\ rL'q11L'Sl ,1nd in.1ccur,1tc ,1n~1 \\'t1y, since 

l( L'Jlllt'Ll y k1W\\ ' till' 1:1)1 \\',1s ,1\\',HL' tif Stl111L' lll till' ,1ss.1ssin,1tion plots. Rl:K 

\\'l' lll (111 ! (1 s,1\' th.it lw h.id " 11() sug)~L'sli()ns t<, 111.ikL' ,1t this tim e rcg;ircii11g ,my 
,1dditi(rn,1I i11,·t's tig ,1 tit 1n which slwuld L,,_, u11Lfrrt.1ken by th e Commi ss icin 

f, r i l) r I u t I w p 11 b I i < · ,l ti l 1 n t) f its rq, l, rt." 

l<t' n1wd y's tllll\\',Hd mil'n durin:-' tlll' SL' lll()lllhs Cl)!llf,orts with wh,1t might 

bt• t''qwckd llf ,1 m,111 t<)rlLJl'L'd ii\' knmvll'dgt' he•, ,1lmost ;ilone, ec1rrie'ci. 

\ \' illi,1111 t'vL1nclwslL' r rq,urt.s th,1t 111<lll\' lll tlw Kl'llllL' d y cl,rn wcrL' crushed by 
thl' ,1 ss,1s.sin.ili t lll but tlw11 righkd tlwm sc• lv( 'S ,liter the f uner,11. But during the 

~11ring tif ll)(1,I, ,1 " bn,()din g CL' lli c ;iguny ... d.irkt•n[L-d] Kl~nnL'dy's lifL' ." I IL' 

,,·.i s 11\ llllund i( l11.1 I il )r ht ,u rs ,1t ,1 ti nw ,rnd t,) th osl' c lusest to hi 111 SL'L'llll'd 

,1l11wst i11 1, h ys ic,11 p,1in. W h.it g t·nuincl y SL' lll him n'eling? Tlw "tr,1gl'dy 

\\' ill1t1ul n·:lSl1 11 " ul hi s lirt illll'r 's dl'.ilh , .i s l\l :I(''., bit1gr,1plwr, 1\rthur ~chll'si11gt'r, 

Ir l<11L'r 1,u t it 7 ( )r \\ '.I S ii tlw tk,1th, lti~,f'L'd by thL' sh;1tll.'ring rl',1lizt1ticJn th,1t 

c,(1 11whlnv, tlw Kt•nnt'Lh-s' li\.ili\))l (l ll C,1s\n) h ,1 d in ,1dvl'rtl'nth· mnliv,1\L'd ,1 

11t i lilit·,1i s(1L·iti11,1!'1 ) I )uri11g llwst ' hl,ll·k llllll1lhs Rtilwrt l<e•n1wdy L'Xhibill'Li .1 

)!, n-.11 intL't'l's t in tlw \ \'() !K of ( ;t'l'<'K tr,1 )~l·di,111 s, u11dnlining ()Ill' ~,,1ss,1gl' fnH11 

1\t· sL·h,·l11 s: " :\II .1rn1g.111LL' \\'ill J'l' , lf ) .i 11.ir,·t·st ri L" h in k,Hs. ( ;()d c,1 lls m en l t1 .1 

l1L '.l\' \ ' n·d:. t,n in g fL 1r t)\ 'l' J'\ ', L't'llin)-', 11r id t• ." 

I l.1, ·il l l \(·li11 J1J'l)\ ' itll·~ .. 1 lurllwr (·ltll ' i11 1·/11,1/ I .l/ -:1·/,• -: 1m· I It- rt' t'l H111ts hi e, Ill ;~:-; 
,l11 1,·( ·1s.1 l1 (111 ,,ith i \1 1111 ~.kC,111t· . . 11! 1·1 111.·,,·.., ti l lilt· .1 s..., ,1...,s i11.1till111 1lt)ls fin,1lh· 
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surf,1n·d ,lll)ng \\'ith l\tlbL' rt Kl'l111l'lh ·'s n1nkmp<1r,1T~L'llllS tl\'L'rsight Llf thuSL' 

!)I.lib 1\s lh•iit1 dL•~,lTibl'S, 

\kCl111t.• rl'piil'd th.it l11r tlw tir :-- t timl' lw c11u\,l 11ll\\' u11dl'r...,t,111d till' rl•,1cti1111.., Pi 
Kl'111wdy ri ,l..',ht .i tll.'r tlw ,,.., .... ,1...,..,i11.1ti11J1 \\'lll'11 till' l\\'n llf tlwrn \\'l'rl' ,1l1nll' . ~lcLlllH.' 
...,,,id lw fl'lt t!H'rt' w,1•, ...,1,111l'lhi11)~ trnubli111..', Kl·1111l'd\' th,,t lw \\',1:s nnt di .... cll1..,i11:..~, 
.1lthn11~~h llwv did h,l \'l' ,1 l·ll1 :-,L' n·l.1lill1hhip .. . j 1! ,, .. ,..., \kl ' l11w \ J \~L·r:-,nn,1l h·lil'f 
lh,11 l,l,bt·rl l--.:L·111H·d,· Ii.id ~)L'h•111.il IL'l'li111~ :-, ld 1..',liilt l'L'L',l\1...,L' lw \\',\:-, dirL·ctl~· l'r 
indirL·L' th· i1l\'nh·L·d \\ 1th llw .mti-C.1:--tr11 1)l,11111i1 11..', . 

If tlw Cl 1\ is !ti l'L' hl,rnwd fl1r dfl'L'ti, ·L·h· king h\' t1rnissi<1n, tlwn c;urcly Rnbcrt 

Kl'nrwd,· dt'Sl'r\ 't'S ~.iinil.1r Cl'l1 Sllrl' f,, : 1wt di\'lilhing L'\'L'l'\·thing lw krww tn 

tlw W.1rrL'll Ct1111111is'.',illll. lh· ,,·ithll()ldi11g inl(1r111.1tit1n th,1t \\'L'lll !ti (ls\\',1ld\ 

r1Hlli\ ' l' l\()l)L'l't KL'lll1l'L1V lwlr1L'd f'rl'F'.ll'l' tlw st.1gL ' ft1r l.1ll'r rL'\ 'L'klli<lllS th,lt 

(()ildl'mrwd till' \V.irn'r: I\L'~1t1rt tL, dislwlid. 

( ;i\'l'll .111 this disSL'lllbiing, lw\\' sht,i.dd tlw Cl1mmission's SSS-p,1ge rq1t)rt 

lw rt'll1L'lllliL'l'l'd:' ( ·,'ill tlw LllllissiLHl :-; bl' f)Ut intl, 1wr~;1wcti\'l', ,rnd tlw v\l,1rrl'11 

Cl1r,1111ission gi\'l'll its duL'? ( )s\\',1ld h,1d rw -1ccu mplicL'S ,rnd thl'rl' w,1s no 

l-\lnspir,1c:,, .ind 1wthi11).~ th,1t h.1s LPl1ll' 1L1 li,-'.ht sinL·t' lq(,-1 n'.1snn,1bl~· ,1llows 

!'llr ,lll\' otlwr lllll(lusil,11 . It tlw ,,·()rd "n1n'.',11 ir,ll\." must bl' utll'rcd in tlw 

s.111w brL'<llh ,is "Kl'llllL'Ch· ,1ss,1~·.'.', i11,1titlll ," tlw <1r1h· t11w th.it L'Xistcd \\',1~, thl' 

L. L ) n s p I r .1 n · t l , k i 11 c·, 1 s t n , , rn d t I w 11 k L' t' I·) t h , 1 t l'I f < , r t s l' n l'I , 1 f k r N ( , , 'l' ml) l' r 

22nd. 

Tlw \\',Hrl'n I\L'pl1rt initi,111\· ,h.lll tll!'li .... ill'd its b,1 :-..ic 1111ss1Llfl tif rl',issuring 

t11L' f1lrl1lic in lll(i .l, l 1rit1r !Li its rl'll'.i :~L' , .i l ;,1llu11 f)L,11 fLH1nd th,1t 2lJ PL'rccnl (1f 

,. \nwri c rns thuught ()w,·,1ld .1ckd ,llllllL', ,,·hilL· .=;2 iwrL-l'llt bL•lic\'L'd in sc,mL' 

l,,.ind {)f n1ns11ir,1Cy. :\fll'r \\'.Hd'.',, ~7 l'L'n·l'nt Llf tlw rl'spondcnts bl'lil'\'L'd 

Us,,-.,t~I slwt Kl'nncd,·, l,11')..;l'l'.' ' h•c,ll! SL' of tlw widL's~1rl',1d pr,1ise tlw RL•p()rt 

\\ 'Llll in tlw nwcli.i . But L\\ 'L'I' tlw Ill'\! tlrn'l' dl'c,1dl's lwlid in thl' Rq)<irt fl'II 

d r,1 m,1 t ic,1 I I\' ,111Li sL·illL1111 It ,r ~~lH ,d f'l'<IS(111 . 

Thl' ,1tt,Kks l'll thl' CumrnissiL'll lwg,111 <'\'L'll bl'lorl' it publislwd its rL'p()rt. 

i\1.Hk I .,11w, .1 l.1\\'yl'r rL'l,1i1wd b,· ( )s\\',1ld's llllltlwr, dL'll1<Hl:,tr;i!l'd L'Ml~· 011 thl' 

fin,11ll'i,1l .rnd otlwr f'L'\\ '.Hds th.1t n1uld i,l' rt'.lj1L'd. (V.iri<~us l'ditions llf his ]9()() 

/,11 .,; /1 In /11.l,..;1111·11/ h,1,·L' l'l'f1L1rll'dh· st ,ld morl' th,111 onl' millil1n ccipics.) Thl' 

\\'ri!l'r I )\\'ight :·\'L1ldt111.tld L'. ,1llt·d I . .lllL' ,1 '·lrlldL', tirL•ks:-;, ,111d Lll'rn,1gogiL' 

.1d,·(1l°,ltL'" f11r hi s sl'lf -,1ggr.rndi1i11g ,ll1LI di'.',lllnll'st criticism, hut ,1 :-;imil.1rh· 

111\\' :-.. l,11llL1rd h.i '.', pn·, ·.1ikd l',·l'r '.', il1L'L' . l\v tlw l'lld ()f tlw lllhlls, ll'SS th.in .i 

rn.1j11ril\ L'f ,.\nwric.rn s still lwliL'\'l'd in llw \V.11TL'll l,l'pc1rt lwc.1uSL' l,f critic.; 

lik1· l .,111L>, hi s \\'11rth,· c.. t11.' ll'" " l'I' lirr1 c;,1rri s1111, l,111111 1111 ·/,; 111.1g,11i1ll' , .111d tlw 

" n ''.', llL'Ll.11,IL·" nitiL l ·:1l \\',1rd J.1: · 1·1)c..lL'i11, \\ 'hL'"L' blH'k /11 ,1111·, / \\ ' .J S u11flirtu -
1"1 , I 
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( ;,1rri sc111 irn·L·stig<1ti()n, turnl'd \lff .is m,rny pl'lipk ,ls they turnl'd lln. lh1l tin 

tlw \\'hClll' critics hq~,111 t<l c1ulnumlil'r 11L•rsu,1si,·l' cfrfl'ndL'rs ()( tlw tiffi c i,11 

Sllll'\' .Till' L1tll'r irll ·ludl·d cw~ Nl'\\'~;, whiL'h rll<llll1tl'd its ()\Vil ill\'L'Stig;ition 

,rnd ll•lt·, ·isL'd till' n·stilts O\ 'L' r ftlllr nights in Jl)h7; ;\tt(1rnev Cl'rwr,11 R,1msl' y 

Cl.irk , \\'ho c11');,1r1i1l'd .i 11,irwl tll lml'nsic p,1thl1logi sts in 1()68 tll fl'l'X,1milll' thl' 

,Hrttirsy rq-iorts ; ,llld Dr. 1.uis \\'. :\h-.irt'I., ,1 Nolwl-L,1urL',lll' physicist who 

dt·, ·t·ll11wd <; ()Ill!' ing< 1 nicH1 s nw.in s tif ll'stin~~ tlw 11h ys ic,1I L'vidL'llCl' . ,\II thl'Sl' 

e ffllrts L'l1rmbor,1tt·d tlw llirH' gur1111,lll conclusirn1, ~'L'l could not kL't:·p p,1cc 

\\'ith \\'h,1t l.il·tih Cc1lll'n h .. s c.1lll'd "r,l.itoons lll Cl111~;11ir,ll'i sl s lwh()J cuncl'rt

L'dl y SCl\'l ' rl)-;l'd tlw n•ct)rd , llc1,1ting thl'ir ;1pp,1lling ,rnd thrilling mi~ht-h,1,·t·

lH'u1s, unf.1 zt•d h,· tiw t'o11tr,1dictit1ns ,ind ,1bsurdiliL·s in thl'ir t1,,·n w;intllnlv 

SL'll'cti,·c· ,l U< iunts, oflt'n cc1nscitiu :; I_\ ·. cunningly dl'Cl'itful." 

I .ih' thl' ,1ss,1ssin;1tion itsl'lf lhL· W,irrl'n l\l'port did nllt L'Xist ,1p;irt lrnrn 

hi .stor y. rv1.1 ~;s ,1Ccq1t.rncl' cl( ih Lc1111..: lw;illns w.is subj 1._•L'l t() c!1,rngl', L' S~wci,1lly 

\\'iwn ;\nwri c,rn s' gL' rwr,11 ,1ttitudv tl1,,·.ird till' ll't-h>r,11 govl'rnnwnt undl'rWL' rlt 

.i SL',l·th,rngL' ll\ 'L'l' ,l fll'riL1d of tl 1 r1 Yl',HS . Vil'lrnrn ,ind thl'n \,\/,1lt>rg,11l' 

gr.1dt1.illy tllrrwd tlw pllbli c's ,1tlitt1..!l' lrnrn lHll' of trusting prl'disp<1<;itiun into 

,l lw,1lthv skl ' J• ti c ism. ~ll, u11likL1 l\1.irl I l,1rlmr, duubts ,lbl'ut thl' ()ffici,11 stwv 

Sl 'L' llll'd rnlln ' pl,1usiblc· \\'ith thl' p,hs,1gL 1 llf timl', rlllt lt>ss. Still, n, · <llll' c.ir1ll' 

l' ltiSl' t() gtH"-.s ing tlw mi o.;s ing truth u11til thl' 1•rincipk t'f unfr1rl'st·t·n n1n.<;t'

ljlll'll<'l'S c ,1111<' inlll 11!.1,· .ig, : in in till' mid-llJ70s. 

W.11l'rg,lll' lTl',lll'd .1 c lirn.itl' tll i11,·l 1 s tig.itic111 th.it fin,1lly ltiuclwd thL'f'l'tt1-

l <11·t· ~;,K n 1s.1r 1L·t Sl'L ll ri t , · .i g l 1 nc iL 1 s. I :, .L'll t t1,1 I I\', f•rt·ss l'l' VL'l,1 t ion~ fllrn·d C lln · 

µ, r1_•ss lo l.1ll1h Ii its I irsl gl'nuirw i11\'l' s ti~~,1tio11 s uf till' FBI ,ind Cl;\. Twl'l\'l· 

}' l '<H S ,1fkr ti ll' VV.irn·11 I\L'f1c1 rt , firs t tlw l\t1t'kdc lll'r C l1mmi ss ini1 ,rnd tlll'n 

~L·n,1tl >r 1-'r·.11;1 k. c ·hurci1' s ~l'll·L·t ( l11111nitkL' l'l'\ 't'<lll'd thl' L'X tL1 nt of ,lllti-C1stn1 

Cll\'L1 rt <)fWr.-i(ill n s, inc luding tlw .1ss,1 ssin;itilln ~,lots, .n1d tlw no ll'ss d.-imning 

I.id th.it tlw 1:11 1 .rnd C l:\ h,1d lil'd bv tirnissilln to tlw Corn mission . Thl' imp,1ct 

o f tlwsl' n'\'L' l.1tiuns is h.ird lo t)\ 't 1 rl' s tirn,1tl' . ·1 llL' notion t.h,1t thl' Cl1\ h,1d 

di sse mhll'd in tiw mid st llf ,1 11.1tic1n,1I tr,lllrn ,1 w,1 s incomprL'hensibll' to 

:\rnl'ri c.t11 s 11t>t sL·lwt11l'd i11 th,· 11iL·l'liL1S ul Clirr111,irtrnL1 nt,1li1.,1tion ,rnd till' 

" 1wL1 LI lti knciw." If tiw gcl\'l'rrlllll'llt L'llUid lit• to itsl'lf in thi s situ.-ition--ld 

.il<1rw tu tlw 11uhli c--- tlll'n ,rnythi,1g Sl'cnwd ~,()ss ibk I lt•.-ifthy skq-iticic;m 

bl'L·,rnw n1rros i\'l' cy nic isni .ind ,1 mill'storw in .- \nwric.1ns' disbelid p,1sst'd by, 

.1lrn()st unrwticl'cl. No·.,· thl' bmdL·n llf proof shilll'd dl'ci si\'L'ly ,ind unf,1irl y 

frtllll criti cs tti tl, Ji·11tfa..; c>I thl' ufi'iL·i,11 stllry. 

Tlw diffi o rlt v ()I 11, irsin ~:. till' trnth w.1s n1rnp()undL1d by ,1 rH'\\' ml!nd llf 

hi s ltiri c.il di ~,S l'lllbli11 g .rnd dL·ni,tl . Thi s tinll' tlw L'Xigl'ncy \\',1 S nlll sti mu ch th e 

L'l l )-',u in g ( 'u ld \V.ir, but till' rq1ut.lli ll ll ll l ll1L' Kc•111wdys. In tlw mid s t <1f hi s 

tl\\' 11 IH· ,1ri11 )2.s. ~L'll,ll , 11 l-'r.111 k C' htrrl h ~1rtirrn1l )~ ,1ll',I thL' nL1:i l1 r1 th,1t tiw Cl :\ 
\\ ', l '., ,l 1·<1)',lll ' ,·IL' l1h,1 11t r.1m 11,1 h i11 :~ l1 t1l <l i l ·l 111tn 1I" in tlw c•<1rl\' l lJhlls, L' \ ' l ' ll 
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iu.~ h thl' ,rnti -C.i s tro u1wr.1ti11n-; 1,·nl' unl.kr till' ti g htest prl'si ch·nti.11 cnn!rol 

-1. 1g in,1hll' . c ·hurL·h 1wrmitt.l'd K1· 11rwd\· .1dmini s tr ,1tion () f(i(i,1l s ltl t1'stif:· in 

, ,.., (,d SL' Ssitir1 , \hu s f'L1 1rn1,·in g · tlwrn fn1rn t!1L· .gi.HL' uf ll'IL' v isicln lights. /11 

111 1·n1 tl's timc.111\· ,1l st1 L'll,1hll'd C hurL" h IP guidl' tlw prLlCL'L1 din gs ,my time the 

,l •-; ti o n .., tiHL'< ltt·n l'd 111 ti g htL:11 tlw link bl't\\ 't'L'll tlw l<l'rrnt·dys ,1nd tlw 

,.., •, in .1\ i(1n pl1it c; . " I 1,·ill h,1\t ' lltl 11,1rt in 11\linting ,1 fingt·r nf guilt to\\'.ird 

, fl 1rnwr I ' .,. ; iclt·11 t. " ( ' '11 m·h '> ,lid . Tlw t·,111..,t111w in I ibl•r ,1 ls' l'ff()rt tL1 hlu r the 

111wd\' hnitlwr ..,· , l :i ·, i ng 1·111, · l·,1mt· \\'ilh till' 1)ulili r .-tlil>ll uf 1\rthur 

il ll' '> in g \'r 'c; l\ l :1-( l ) i11g r,q ) I\ \ 1/l JlJ;,-.; _ \ Vn1!t• Sc hll'sir1 g1•r, "Tlw ,n-.1il,1blt' 

·, ·id1 1 rll'1' t·IL·,HI \' ll'.ld.., t() tlw ( \l lh i L: ,111 ,, th.it till' Kt•nrwd,·-; did nllt knu\\' 

.1h11ut !ht• ( .i s tn, .1 ~.s .1 ..,s in.1ti11n 11l1it s." 

( ; i , · t · n I h i '., 111, 1 n u f.1 l't u r l' d l' 1 1 fl I u s i 1 1 fl . .i r 1ll t ht' r l, ff i c i .i I I n q u I n · i n to t I w 
.h·,,1-;s in,1ti1H1 L"1n ild -.. (·.irc1·h· bl' ,·,1wc lt•d tu .ill.1,· suspi c i()n. Thus, it h,irdlv 

,11,1th·n•d \\'lll'n .i I l 111h1' SL'lt·d l 1111rn1itlt'1..' , f11rnwd in JLJ 7(1 tu rl'irl\'l'Slig,1k tlw 

,, .., ,1s~.in.1ti11ns 1: f l 1rl·-,i d L· nt Kt•n1ll'd,· ,rn,i r.l.1rtin l .utlwr King, Jr., co rrob() -

1ll' d t'\ 't ' r\ ' , : i1· r· t l.11 ·1 •il'n ·l1 1111·d bv tlw \-\1,lfTL'n Cumrni ss i()n . 1 1\ftt>r ,1 

·,1n ,ugh l'Xf' .,r,lti1,11 , till ' ~L'lt•ll C 11111111itlL't' co n L" illLll'd th,1t thl' •,inc; 1.)f tlw 
l 1· lligt'lll't' C1>mrnu1111,· '-. ll1111wd ,11 11rnis'-.il111 (till' n 1ll' 11f l~obL1 rl Kt1 l'llll1dv 

,·111 g t,T1ic.ill\· ).~ 1( 1-,-, t•d 11\·l'r) . lh th.it tinll' . h1>\\'t '\ 'L1 r, tlw l\rnd(lr.i' s ho.\ w,1s 

·. ,·id ,, l'!Wll . ., \ .\:t't1 '·.,1•, ·,{ 1)()11 t.1k1•n (\fl tlw l\\'l' ntil'lh ,1n ni,·t 0 r '..; ,iry ()f tht' 

,1-,s ,1ss in ,1ti 1> n sh 11 \ \'l' d th.it 7..J flt' rt'l' llt ld .i\nwri c,rn.., bL"li l'n'd th.it "()thl'rs WL'rc 

111,·11ln•d ," \\'hi It' ()ll h· 11 flt'rCL'nt '11 1 1 il'\'l 'd ( 1sw,1 Id ,ldl'd ,1 l(1n t'. 

:\lnwc; t ,in,· c l.1irn \l r tlwu r,·, rq~.irdlc· ss ll l h()\\' bi z,1rrl' L1r in support,1bll' , 

, u uld Ill;~,· '11 · 11n•-;t•n!t'd ill till' s, lllH' st'fllL'll(t' ,1c; thl' \ V,irn•n I\L'pnrt's 

l l lll L·lu -, il 111 s ,rnd )~,1in nl'd1·n LL' . llil' JC)lJ()s llJlt·1wd \\'ith tlw film f!K, lll()stly ,1 

11· ;~111 ')~ 1t.1ti1111 11 1 ( ;.11,i ..,l1 n ' .., tl1t ·1 1r , · th.it kt·1111t'Lh· ,,·.i·; nnmll'rt·d ht'Cllll SL' lw 

,,·, lllll.'d !11 L1 nd tlw ,irrn.., r,llt ' ,llld U .S. ir1\·(,h 'l' rlll'nt in Vil'ln,1m . l lC1llvwood is 

111h' thin g, hut 1· , ·t·11 rq1ut.1l:·dl' m,1 )~, 11irH·s likv FiH 1111 ,rnd T/1,· 1\tlt111fic cC1ntinul' 

11 1 l1·nd tlw 11.itin ,1 ()f rt 'S flL'd,1bilit,· to n,nspir.1 cy thl'ori s ts . La s t Ft·bru<1ry, for 

1·, ,1 m11lt1
, l/11 · .·\t!t111/11' 11uhlislll'd ,1 h.irsh critiqul' (lf Oli\'l'r Stlllll''s mm·il' , but 

1,v 1-: d\\'.ird l.1,· l ·: 11!,ll' in - .1 1·.i s1.• (11 tl1t• 11l,t L" .i!ling thl' kl'ltll' bl,1 ck if then' L'\'L'r 

1,·,1 s tllll' . Tl w 1\111!'rit"1111 I l/.-; /Clr it"nl l,1·, 1/1 ·!1 1 did 1111 bl'lkr \\'hl'n it cnkn __ •d the f r,1 y. 

lh :\11ril l lll/2 iss 11L' i1hludl'd l \\'11 ,irti c ll's (l ,ut nf thrL't') ill gL·rwr,11 11r,1ise of 

/IT. " (Jn tlw C() m1-i l1· x qut·sti t11 1 ,ii tlw Kt·nnt•d:,· ,1 ss.-issin,1ti()n itsl'lf," \ -\' WIL' 

\ 1.irc 1, ..., l,,1sk in in till' f i rst .irti c !l' , " llw film lwld s it s owll ,1g.1inst th e W,1rrcn 

1>11111 w,s il1 11. " Tlw \ \i.irTt' ll l, L'f 'L1r l in f.1 c t i -; rwt llnly pitted ,1g.1inst tlw 

1),1r.11wid st\·IL·, b11t subj l'c t t11 , ll'l1,1t l's th.1t rl'Sl' mbl l' no thin g less th,rn 

1· 1-i is tL 'llll1 l1 1)~i1 ·.il di sl' U'-.s iL 1ris .1 l )(1ul tlw 11.ilurl' , nw lhn1l t1 l()g\', ,rnd limits pf 

I I' l) \\' i I l )-~. 

T, l li l ' '> ll ll' , l l lll' -,, ti l I t.1 r\ ' d1·, ·1·l1 ' l lllh' ll I l l(( ll !Tt·d .i s ,l Cl lll .'> l ' tll ll'll ( (' nf / rK . 1 n 

' ll l) 2 ( ll f1 )-', l'l 'S'-. 11,1...;s l'tl ,l S\\'l 'l ' l) ill )-', l,l \\ ' th,11 11i,l 1._ (1 d .ill IL0dl'r,tl )-:. ll\ '('rllllll'lll 
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dncunwr ts pvrt.1i1,in)~ tc1 tlw .1 ss ,hsir1,1ticrn in ,1 srwci,11 c;1tq~c)ry, ,ind sirnult,1-

rwrn1sly lc1llsl'rll'd n()rm,11 ,: l,1 ssifi c,1ti(111 guidL'lirw.s. ,\bout q," FWrCl'nt L1f till' 

d(ll' llJlll 1 !ltS .1~;SL'fllhlt:d h\' !Ill' \\',ilTL'll ('()fllflli:-- -... illll ,HL' ()rll'll , hut 2 Pl'fCl'llt h,lS 

rl'rn,1ir,1.'d cl()SL'd ,lnLl why is ,1 f,1ir quL'sli\ln. Is it cLm cl.'ivilbk tk1t thl' 

gc1\'L'rnnwnl h,1s ,111 ,1ln11)~ hL'l'l1 hiding SLllllL' piL'CL' uf infnrm,1tiL)tl lh,1t 

(11ntr,1di c t., tlw \V,1tTL'n l,'.q)nrt 7 If ll\ll , wh.it c1Hild possibl y bL' sc, sccrl't .1ftcr 

thirt y yl'.irs7 ' 

lh1t thl' 2 1wrn'11I dclL'S rn1t L'Lllllr,1d:L'I llw W.irrcn l\e~1L1rt; likL' the inf():m,1-

1ic)n ,1rnilll'd l,y tlw C l ,\ ,rnd l\c1lwrt K1'nrwd y in J()() 1I, it onlv lwlps to ,1lfirm 

( )s\\',lld'~.; s,ik guilt. .,\mc1ng th ,1t 2 l'L'rL'l'nt is i1111-iort.1nt inlormiltion dL·ri\'l'd 

fnim sign,1l s inlL'lligc'rll'<' ,rnd hum.in intl'lligl'nCL' StH1rcL's .'· ,\ftcr the ,1ss,1ssinil

tilln , ,is l\ich,1rd I klrns h.is Stiid, tlw LJ.~. )-;Ll\ 'L'l'llnll'nt 's irnnwdi,1tc inrlin,1tion 

\\',\S Ill \\' llllLkr if tlw ~;Ll\'il'I ,111d / L1r Cul,,rn gm·L'rtltnL't\h \\'L'rl' somc·how 

in,·L1lvL'LI. I I.id thl' Kl:!), tlrniu.~h l).sw,ild, nw,·L'Li Ill ,l tll' \\ ' lt~\ 'L'I of m,1IL'\' c1-

kncl' 7 ( )r Ii.id Cistn1, thn1ugh ( )~;\\',1ld, lllund ,1 w,1 v !Cl c.irry oul his 

~L'f11L'111h1•r 7th trll'L',1l ? Tlw N,1ti\111;1l ~l'l'llritv ,\gl'ncy, whi ch intercepts cnm

l11t11\i c,1lil1ns, \\'L'lll inlll c1\'l'rdri, ·l· lL1 dl'c ir1lwr inkrcl'pts (1( n1ll\'L'rs,1tiL111s, 

c.1blt: tr,1tfic r,1diu ,,nd IL'IL'plwrw u 11nrnunic,1tiuns ,1l tlw higlwsl IL'\ 'L'ls nf llw 

~;(1,·it'I ,rnd ( ' ub,1n )~O\'t' rnnwnts . 

T.i s ks I h, 1 t n t 1 rn 1, ii h · t, 1 k L' n w 11 t Ii ~; wt' n' l' L l rn p Ir IL' d i n LL l y s, , 1 s t I w NS,\ 

n•,·i1'\\1 l'd i11ll'rl'q• h lwftirc' ,rnd i111111 L'di,1tl'lv .ilkr the ilss.1 ssiniltion, IL1oking 

L' Sl"'ll'L·i,1~[\' ltir u1111 s11.il 11wss.1gc's ' l11gl'llwr \\'illi inlurm,1liun fmrn hum,lll 

SL)tfl 'l' t' S, th e i11lt'r·c l'f1l s shl l \\ 'l'd lit'_\ 't1nd ,H,\' n'.1sonilbll' doubt th.it both the 

Sc1,·it·t ,111LI l ' uh.111 lt·,Hkr:-- \\ 'L'rL' ,, s shl1CKL'd ,1'.; dll\'lllll' bv the ne\\'s from 

I ),1 l lt1 s. " Tlwv \\'t'r<' f righ ll'rwd ," s.1 vs (lllL' kno\\' IL'dgczibll' sou r"CL', ",rnd Wl' 

krn·\\' lh,1! " 1
• Tlw inll'lli)~l' l1 CL' l'(1rnmu11it\''..._ .,bilit y lc1 1-i(•rwlr,1k C1 :;ln1's 

)~<1\ ' ('!'1111\l'lll \\ '.ls 11,1rlin1l.HI / im11n'ssi\'l' Within d.1ys, it krww th,1t C.1 s ln1's 

puhlic n';1\'lio11 (lw \\',1S l .•t'ing int,_·;·\ ·il'\\'L'd by ,1 Frl'nch journillist wlwn the 

Ill'\\':-- C,lrllL') w,1s" gcnui,w tit1L' . C.i stru \\'.ls t1f1t1~1il'cti c t1l thL' thuught of bl'ing 

bl,rnwd fc1r tli L' ,1 ss ,i :;si11,,ti()t1 . vVi:!1 .1rn!~k rc' ;1s<111, lw LwliL'\'L'd Johnson \\'C1uld 

rwl lll'Sili1tt• lei St'nd in llw t'vL1ri1H'S ii I .l)j dt'l·idl·d Cubil \\',ls hl'hind KL'll!Wdy's 

111 ll l'dL'I'. 
1\11\'1111t• l.111iili,ir \\'itli t li1 ss ilil'.ili1111 11n1c1•Llt1rl' :-- d11ring tlw Cold WM will 

!'('\ 'll)',rii / t' \\'II\' !Iii --. i1llc1rrn,lli1111 \\ ' ,) S .Jilli i -... d1'l'llH 1d l' .\lf',l()f'lli11.1rilv Sl'Jl ·; ili\'l' 

lei !Iii --. tl.1\'. Th,• N'. ' :\\ t·,q 1 ,d,ili!it"- ,111LI llil' 1iH'IIH1Llc1lll)\\' l>i il s i1ikrl'L'jil s .ll'l' 

.1111t111)'., liH· 11H1 -... 1 l1i )~lil v )~LI ,llLIL·ll \ii st'tTl'h; irif<lrr11i1li<1n )~IL·.trwd fnirn inll'r

\ t'f'ls is L'LI LI ,il Iv 1·1rntvl'l l'd Cltl till' )~rllll rids th.II cunll.'11 t i 11L'Vi t;ibl y t'L'\'l',1 ls 

11H·li1LHl \1lt 1g \·. l ·\ ' \'ll tlwu ).', h tlw inlt·1n·11ts \\ 'L'rl' .ind ,ire CL'ntr.11 l<l ~1ro,· i11 ~·. lli,1t 

~ ):, \\ ' .1id \\ ',l S 1w1, till' in stru!llL'rll til· .i f()rt'i).',11 ~"'l ll\VL'r, thl'\ ' h,l\' l' n•1 ·. .rwd 

\·l.i s:-- iliL·d ,il\lll )-', with i11i (1 rrn,1lit111 d1·ri ,· t'd ln1111 hurn,111 S(llll'LL'S. 

N ti lt· :--s :-- i )_', 11iliL·.111l i :-- tlw rulL· llw c; \• i11IL'rLL'j • ls und\1ublt'LII _\ ' 11!.1yl·d i11 tlw 
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d L·c isi t) ll S l1 y I klm s .111d l,lllwrt Kl'n1wd\· tt1 \\'ithl1t1ld inf()rm.iti(1n f,t1m till' 

comrni ss itrn st.iff. If no link l'X i~.tl'd Lw twccn Os\,·,1ld .ind the So\'ict ,ind /or 

C ub,in go\'L' rnnwnts. tlH· sL1ff h,1d ,1bs,)l111L>I:, no need lo know of Cl>vcrl 

t)JWr,1tions dirl'cll'd .1g,1inst C ub.i, rq.;,irdlc'.-.s of how relc,·.int they \\'L'rc• l o 

( )sw,1ld 's inll'rn,1l cqu,1ti()Jl. It \\'.l s .1 ~1t)liti e,1llv ,rnd institution.ill!' con\'L' nicnt 

,id uf ck11i.il ,111d di smi ss,11. Tlw Lli slwlid \\'hich is no\\' ,ill ,HUL111d us, in (1tlwr 

word s, w,1s migin,1lly '.-. t)\\'ll h:, ufli ci,1is wiH) \\'illingl y disbclic\'l·d Osw.ild's 

c,111.i c i!y tn cn mrlrl' !wnd lhl' full L'Xil'nt nf 1\nwri c,rn hostility \()\\'Md Cub,1. 

T!w thi r til'lh ,1nnl\ 'l'rSM\' slwuld h,l\'L' b i..• t•n mMkt'd bv ,illl'mpts tL1 inte

g r.ill' !hL' ,1ss,1 ss in,1lion inlt) poslwM history. UnforlLlllJll'ly p ;1sl ll'ncl cnc ics 

'., !ill prl'dt1min ,1lL'. C omp,Hl'd In l\•ln IJ,ik Scott's i rnpl'rwlr,1bll' book, r'vlich,wl 

l<urtz's uptLitcd 1•dililln of C n1111· 1>( t/1<' C1·11/11n;, migin,illy published in 1982., 
Sl'l'll.l S ,1lrrn1st lu cid. But tlw t)11ly fu!I -IL' ngth schol,1rly study t)f thl' Ken,wd y 

.1ss,1 ss i11,1tion sulfr, ~; from ,111 o,·L·rlw,1ll'd im,1gi·1,1lit1n ,rnd ,in unsubst;inli,ited 

ctrnclu '., i<ln , n,1nwly th,1t C.is lrtl (utili z ing the t\fali.1 ) rn.isll'rminckcl thL' 

t't 1ns11i r,Ky th.it killl'd JFK I~\· co11lr,1 '.-. l, l\i ch.ird Rt•t•\ 'L's's bi og rtip hy continues 

till' lr,1 t·lilit1n of bifurc..1!l'd lli:-, tnriL' S llf tlw KL'llIH'dy prl'sick ncy. l\ce,·cs dLws .1 

Ul /llllll'llll.1bl,• joh of dq1iclin)-~ KL·n1wdv ,i s ,lll unrcconslrucled cu lcl w.1rrior 

" ·ith l'L'.~ fwcl !ti C ub,1, inll'nl ull t\\ 't'rthrn\\'in)-~ C1sln1. lh,t this nt'CL' SS ,H\' 

politi c.11 Cl)fl ll' x l is n()t L'X l l' nd ed It) indud L' ( )s\\'.1 ld ; ind ·.'l'G Os\\'.ild isn't l' \ 'L' n 

nll'nlinncd in ti ,L' bouk, .ind thl' .i s::-..1ssin,1titlll rL' rn,1i11 '.-' unL1thom;iblc . 

C,i,.;1· Clo:,!'il b,· Cl'r,ild Pos11l'r is ,lll L'x,1mpll' of bifurcition in rc\ 'L'rSL' . 

l\lsnc r l' Xh,1u sti\'l' lv ,1nd p;itiL·ntlv dl'bunks L'\ 'L'r\' c1n.1rd pt1sitl'd to d;ik 

.1btn1l th e ,1 s.--;,1ssi11,1tiLlll, ,1 \\'tlrth\' but ,lll t11w11,·i,1b1L• t;i sk to bL' surL\ UnfL)rtu

n,1kl y, \\'lwn lw dtlL'S not ig nc1rL' ihl' hi stori c.ii cn nll' x t lw clc;irly rnisundl'r

:, t,rnd s \\'hy thin gs h,1ppL'1ll'd ,l'.-. tlwy did , ,llld hi s book run :; out nf stL',lm too 

sot1n ,1fl1'r Ntl\'l' rnlwr 22 nd. [ li s tib!ig,1lm~, criticism L)f the \N;irrL'n Cn rrnnis

'.-. i t1 n (.1!lht1ugh hi s c,~nclu sion is idl'nti c,11) in L" ludt•s JH) L'xpLrn,1li()ll t1f \\'h y t!w 
C l ;\ disSL'mb!ed bdt~re th.it bL)(1'.>', ,rnd nll nwnlion llf Rlll1crt l<cnrwdy's rule in 

dirl'c tin g lhL: .111ti-C,1slrn llf'L'r,1liPns ,llld subsl'qul'nll:,· obscuring thl' f,1 cts. 

l 'osrwr ex hibits g l;irin g igntH·.incl' ti! inl L· lligl'ncc ,rnd n,1lion,1I security 111od11 .~ 

,11)( ·1wull \\'hl'n lw \\'rill's th,1t tlw C l ,\ did 1Hlt kl'q1 PrcsidL·nl Kcnrwdy " full} · 

111lurnwd ,iliuul lhl' ,1ss,1:,sin;iliu11 ~)lt 1ls." llw \\'IHlil' t•l.1L1()r,11L' S)1S!L'll1 t1f 

11l,1u sihl l' dl' ni,1hilit y ,,·,i s gl'.irl'd St) ,l s !ti lt',l\ 'L' no l'\'idl'ncc linkin)~ tlw 

I ' rl' sidL·11l \\' ith sucl1 1• l tll S. 
T lw thr t'.l d curn mt)Jl tu ,ill tlir·L't ' ,icts in thi s dr,1 m.1 - tlw t'\ 'L'!l l ~. iL',1ding llf• 

ltl ,ind includi•1 h till' ,lSS,lSS ill,llitrn , till' \\1,ilTl 'n Ct) lll11li '.-.S i( )Ji' '.; i11\'l'Sli g,1linn , 

.1 1HI tlw .1ill'rm,llh - is l' il',1r\\ · tlw c·t1!d \ \l.ir. l 'ull tlll th .it tl11l' .1d ,ind 11rim.ir \' 
I .• ' 
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c1ssc1ssinL1tion, ,rnd Cc1strn \\',1S pursued with demented vigor. Prcsidcnli,d 

Lkcisions pro, 1 (1kL1d ;ictions, ,ind Mti(111s IL1d to consL'llllL'nCL'S, not ,Ill M1lici

p.::itcd c1nd intend ed . Cc1s tro didn't ,isk for .::i ch,1rnpion, but he cc1rnc unexpec t

edly in the person oi Ll'l' Osw,1lcl, ,1 bent llL'rson.ility consumed ,.vith ;irnbitil)n 

,rnd politicc1l insight into how tlw Cn ld WM w,1s being wc1ged ,1gc1inst Cub,1. 

To Os \v,i ld, foir ~1lc1y ultimc1tcly nw,rnt subjecting Kennedy to the s,1nw 

dangers plc1guing C:1s tro. 

J\ftl'r D.::i ll.::i s th L' Cn ld W,1r ddi1wd the exigen(y for 1,,vithholding relevc1nt 

infurm,1tion from thL' vV,irreri Com mission, crL',1ling ,1 llL',ir-morl.11 wol11:d tL"' 

its credibility vvhen it w,1s finc1lly rL'\'L'Jll'd th,1t one Mm of government hZid 

dl'ccivccl ,rnotlwr. J\nd co ld WM cl.issili c.1 tic,ns still keep sccrl't thousc1nds of 

docunll'nts th.it ultim,:-itel y will only pro,·c LHK' thing: the WMren Commission 

gnt it right. J\lt0gl'tlwr, the co ld w,1r mind se t cre,:-ited then perpetu.::ited the 

imbc1i,rnCL' between l<enrwdy ,rnd his ,1ss.::issin by ,1lw,1ys denying politic.::il 

co lwrcncl' to Osw,1ld. When the SL' ,lles ML' righted, John F Kennedy emerges 

,is .::i mMtyr·~1fter ,111 -- ,1 m,1rtyr to i \nwriL'<l 's hubris, to its se nsL' of omnipo

knce ,i nd immunity from cunscq ul'llCes during \\'h .1 1 we know now w,1s the 

lll'ight of the C l,ld W.1r. 

The profound cos ts to the Sm·ict Union for wJging the Cold VV,:-ir ;ire often 

commented upon , but L'qu,1lly rwnetrc1ting c1 :.;sL's.:;ments of the costs tn the 

Unill'd St.it es M l' ht1rd ln find . ( )1ll.'L' thL· ,1s.s,1c.::;i11:1ti()ll i: : understood ,ls 

,:-inothcr ddinir,g l'\'t'nt in tii ,1l strugg le it ben1mL'S cleM the costs to Arnl'ric.1 

\\'L'fL' nr.1t only l'Conomic. ;\long with L'\ 'L'nts like Victn,:-im ,rnd l1 ·c1 n-contr<1 , the 

,1ss,1ssi n,1tion rllu '. ilr.1tes till' d:rngL'rs of ,1 fo1\1 ign policy driven by person.11 or 

idl'ol ogicc1 I obsl':.;sinns, ,rnd of p(1li cics mc1de in L'xtreme secrecy, with no 

LWersighl ur "ccu unt.::ibility. MnrL'1l\'L'r, thL' pL'rv,1sivc c1nd corrosive cynicism 

engendered by c1II three ddining l'\'ents is ;i bitter cost . 

\iVhether ,:-i! the ,nid-pnint nt tlw Co ld Wt1r-Jnd in rl'lrospect, the most 

c!trngerous ye,irs- lhe WMren C() lllmissinn co uld h,wc revc,:-ilcd the entire 

truth is subjc'ct tn con jL'rlure. In ,i ll p mb,1bilit)1, some infnrm.1tion would h,l\'e 

rL'm,1ined cL1 ssi li ec! . Still , it is l.::inl,1li z ing lo think of the consequences of m o re 

di.sciL1st1n' i:1 llJ (14 ,1!·1d nut in tl'rms of nwrL' reput,1tions ,:-ind cMeers. If the 

J\nwric.::in public hL1d been sh()CkL·d into rL1cognizing the Lfangers ()f unrniti .. 

h,1ll'd ,rnticumm unisrn, wh,1t might thl' rl'~wrcussions h,l\ 'L' hecn 1 VVould 

t'lHl Sl'r\',1tivl's h,1\'L' bt't'll ch,,sll'1wd i1nd lilwr,ils liber,1tcd from th '.' ft.:·,H (1f 

" !usin g" ,1rwtlwr Cl1t1ntry 1 ; \ rvductiunist, ivLrnichL',lll deb,:-ill' might hc1vc been 
dr,1111illil·,1lly .illt•n•d. \Vtnild I ._vndun J·. ,:11,sun tlll'n h,l\ll' dL·sisll'd from l'\:-

11i1,~ding tlw U.S. mil' in \/il'ln,1rn 1 Th:-;, is ,1 n•,11 hi st()ri c,:-i l "wh,1t if" ,_)()SL'd by 

tlw .::iss.issin.i ti<ln , ( l111lr,1rv [(1 llw l.111t.1:;v th.it Kcnrwdy w,1s on the Vl'rgl' of 

\Hilli11r, lllil 1nm, S(1lltl1 \/il· ln ,1:11. 
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il~~sc1ssin,1tion, :rnd Cc1stm w,1s pursuL'l..i with demented vigor. Presidcnti,d 

decisions 1,rovokL•d c1 c tions, c1nd iKlions 1L,c1 to conscquenn's, not c1\i ,1ntici 

p,1tl1d ,Hid intl'nc!t•cl. C.1stro didn't ,1 sk fl)r il ch,rnipion, hut lw c;rnw urwx1wct 

edly in the person of Lel' Osw,1lcl, ,1 bent pL1rsonc1lity con :.;umcd with c1mbition 

,rnd politi cc1l in~;ighl inll) hmv tlw Cnld WM wc1s being wc1ged ,1gc1inst Cub,1. 

To Osvv,1ld, fclir plily ultirn.itl'ly lllL'Jnt subjl'cting KL·nncdy to lhe s.irne 

c!.1ngcrs plc1guing Cilstrn. 

;\ftl'r D ,1ll.1s the Cnld W.ir ddi1wd tlw cxigL'IH)' for 1,vithholding rckv,rnt 
in fc) rm ,l ti() n f mm l h L' W,1 ITL'll Cn rn rn i ss ion, crL'i1 L n g il n L'il r-rT\ or t;1 I 1,v o u 11 d to 

its UL1clibility whl.'n it w,1s fi11i1lly rl'Vt1<11l'd th.it one c1rm of government h,1d 

dl.'ccived c1nothcr. And cold 'NM cl.issilicalicins still keL'p secret thousands of 

documents th.it ull_im,1ll'ly will only prove one thing: tlw WMrcn Commission 

got it right. Altogether, thl' cold \\',H mindset cre,1lcd then perpetuc1ted the 

imbal,rncL' lwtw1.•t•n KL·nnL•dy ,rnd his ,1'.;SJ'.;sin by ;ilw;iys denying politic;il 

colil'rcncc to Osw;ild. \t\/hen tlw sc,1les ML' righted, John F Kennedy emerges 

,ls i1 mJrtyr ,1fter ,111-,1 m;irtyr tt1 1\nwric;i's hubris, to its sense of omnipo

ll'IlL"l' ,llld immunity frl1rn Cl)nsequt·nn•s during win! we know now \\'ilS the 

height of the Cold WM. 

The profound costs to the Sm·iet Union for w.1ging the Cold WJr .ire often 

cum!llcntL,J upun, but equ,1lly pc1wtrilting il'.,sc~;:;nwnts of the costs to the 

Unill'd St;11L's ilrf_' h.ird [() find . ( )1KL' the ,1ssi1s~;in,1tion i.: understood ;is 

,rnother ddinir~g l'\'L'lll in tk1t slru~;glc it bcCll!lll'S cil.'.1r the costs to /\nwricc1 

were n()t only L'Cl)!lomic. ;\lung with L'\'l'nts like Victn;irn and lr;in-contrJ, the 

;iss,1ssin,1liun illu'.;tr.ill'~; tlw dc1ngL·rs of i1 foreign policy driven by pcrson;il or 

ideologi ca l obsc:,siclns, ,lll<.i L)f J1L1li cies m;ide in L'Xtrcme SL'crecy, with no 

tWl'rsighl tH ,1ccuunti1bilil:'· M()rL'(l\lL'r, tlw p1•rv,1sivc ;ind corrosive cynicism 

L'ngcnderl.'d by ;ill liHL'e ddining L'\'L'nls is i1 bilkr cust. 

\tVht..'thcr ,11 the ;11id-pninl nf the C()ld W,ir-;ind in rl'lrospect, the most 

d,rngL'rous )'L'-Hs-thL1 WiHrL'll Cllrnmission could ht1ve reve;iled the l'nlire 

truth is subject to conjecture. In ,ill prnb,1bility. some inform,1tion would h;ive 

rl'mi1i1wd cl.1ssifiL·c!. Still, it is l,rnt.1lil.ing lo think of tlw cnnscqucnccs of more 

disclt1surc i•1 1964 ,ind not in krills of mere rcput,1tions ilnd cJrccrs. If the 

;\nwric,lll public hi1d been slHKKL'(I int() l'L'cognizing the Liilngers nf unmiti ·· 

g;ill'd ;rnticrnnmunism , ,-vhill might the rqwrcussi()llS hi1VL' been 7 V\/ould 

CllllSL'r\'cltivt·s h;i,·c lwcn ch.islL'lll'd ,llld lilwr,1ls lilwmted from th•: fc,H ()f 
11 ll1sing" ;inollwr Cl)untry 7 ; \ rcductil)nist, M,rnicht'Jn cil'b;itc might h;wc been 

clr,1rn ;1tic.illy ,1lll'rL·d. \Nlluld 1.yndun J,,:·,;~son lhl'n hi1vc desisted from L'X-

11,111d111)~ tlw U.S. rnlt' in Vi ~·lni1m 7 The: ', is ,1 rl',11 histtHic.11 "wh,1l if" pusL1d by 

llw ,1ssi1ss in.1til1n, cu11lr,1rv lu llw Lrnli1sy thc1t Kcn1wdy \V ilS on tlw VL'rgl' nf 

11ullin)~ tiut frn111 ·~L1ulh ViL·ln:1 111. 

Whilt- tlw i! s ,ll"l' i11lri)~ui11~~. llw l,ll 111()1"(' i1rqH)rli111t l,1sk is lo l' U!'lll' Ill ll'rms 



HOLLAND / Making Sense of the Assassination 2()9 

with th e c1ss;i ss inc1tion . It would be one thing if conspir;icy th eories were s till 
only be lieved by c1 decided minority of /\mericc1ns . It is quite c1nothcr mc1ttcr 
wlwn n1ore th;rn 80 percl'nl of /\nwri c1 ns disbL'liL'Vl' nr cc1nnot aCCL·pt their 

own hi s to ry, ,rnci w hen the questi ons the y c1sk about the past ,.ire bast'd on 
p<'lpc1ble, cunningl y m<1nufc1 ctured folsd1oods . 

Max /-lol/1111d, 11 coutriln1ii11x c·rfitor of The Wil son Q uarterly, 1s writ in,<;; a biox

mpl1y <i /0'111 /. McCloy, n 111c ·111hcr cf ill<' W11rrc11 Co111111is . ..;io11. 

I . Dulll's, rvkC lny, I\L' J)r\• sc•nt ;,ti\'l' I !.1ll 1 Boggs, tlwn -l{L•p rL'Sl '11t ,1 tiw CL• r;ild rord, ;rnd 
SL'fl.ltor Richard Russl'II knl'\-\' 111 v,1 ry ing degrcl's ;ibnul MONGOOSE, ;ind Dulks in 
c1ddition knew that ,issn:;s in;ili on h,1d bt•t•n iltlernptc•d. But tlw Commission staff \\lilS kepi in 
till' dc1rk .ihnul C l/\ opPr,1lio11s ilS llwy rl'Sl'cll'L'h L'd ,rnd wrnll' tlw Wt1rn•n l~l'port. Rl'fL'rL' llCl'S 
lo \Vi thholding infnrmillion fn1m tilt' '.- ornmi ss it1 11 should bt~ und prslond as applying lo the 
sli1ff nn ly. , 

2. Bl'C,lLJ SL' hi s Vl'rilcity w.i s rlllt 11.,hit11,1', thL1 A)~L·ncy w,,s nnt t\wn ,1ble to <1slc1hli sh 
whPther or nol Nnst•nko \\' ,1S i1 bc,nil fide defl'ctor; the FBI believed he w.is. I-le \\'ilS 

inc.irCl' f'ill"d for YL'ill'S until his ho11;1 fidl's \\'L•n• <·st.ililislwd Lwynnd n',1 son.ibk doubt. His 
d1•scripl :0 11 of llw KCB's ,1llilud<' lll\\',Hd Osw,ild ("tlwy didn't \.\'ilnl him from dt1y nrw") 
wc1s confirmed in \lJlJ2 by /:1 11's/it1, which publishl'd i1 four-par! scriL·S on Osw;ild '. .asl'd in 
pMt on his KCI3 dossiL'r. 

3. Th ;._• l ·lllUSl' rq1orl .i lso .illegL'd !hilt i1 lourt.lt ~;hot was firL1Ll Thl' acoustic 1!vidP1KL' for this 
illll'giltion was subsc>quenll y discrl'dill'd by l'XpPrt s t111d thu s the scil'nlific l cs ls rnrnmis
sin,wd by llw SL1 IL•c l Committee co rmborilt l' llw Warrl'n Rl•pnrt. 

,1. ll c,1n nol go t11m•mc1rk1•d lh,11 gi\'C'n llw gr,rnd conspiracy O livc•r Stnrw posits ii is 
lut•ching ltl think lh ,1 1 lw 11l' \ 'L'f'll1l' 1PSS lwli L1\'L'S lh L· go\'L'rllllll'nl (,111110\V lw lru slL1d lo l'l'il'ilSl' 
docu nwnts s11 ggcs ling its rnmplirily . 

5. Tlw 2 1wrcenl ;il sn includl's tlw ,w topsy pll()tos, St 1L'rL1 t SL• n ·icc• m l't hods, Osw.ild's t,ix 
records, and soml' l l'st;rnnnv conlilining slandl'rn11s but ir-rc• IL'\',rnl infc1r m .1 lion . 

h . lnli'n·iews w ith War rl'i°1 Corn rni ss illf1 st,,ff, t1 nd \Vt1 slti11:,to11 /\J., /, Nnv<•rnb l' :- l ·l , ! 9t.13. 


