609 JFK Shirt Collar -- a Critique

contents: appendix to House Hearings ,
FBI doc. dated 11/26/63 from Jevons to Conrad
also see Harold Weisberg's Post Mortem (peo 598)
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sheet primarily to assist in the preparation of the final report and was
rct necessarily an exact representation of the wound. The majority of
the panel agrees that if the wound were located as low as represented
on the worksheet, it probably would have penetrated and collapsed
the right lung, an effect that would have been apparent on the initial
chest X-ray. :

Exit (outshoot) wound of the anterior (front) neck

1. Clothing—shirt (front)

(252) Examination of the shirt reveals a slit-like defect in the upper
left front portion, 1.4 centimeters below the topmost buttonhole. This
cdlefect measures 1.4 centimeters in length, with its long axis parallel
to the long axis of the body. There is a corresponding slit-like defect

1.5 centimeters below the center of the button on the right. This defect

measures 1.5 centimeters in length and is also parallel to the long axis
of the body (See fig. 3, a photograph of the shirt.) -

2. Clothing—=Necktie
(253) Examination of the necktie in the normal knotted position
reveals a linear defect along the left lateral margin of the knot, This
defect measures 0.7 by 0.4 centimeter and involves only the outer fac-
ing of the tie. The lining is not altered.
(254) These clothing changes were characterized in initial examina-
tion by the FBI laboratory : -

A ragged, slit-like hole approximately one-half inch in
length is located in the front of the shirt seven-eighths inch
below the collar button. This hole is through both the button
and buttonhole portions of the shirt due to the overlap. This ?
hole has the characteristics of an exit hole for a projectile.
N6 bullet metal was found in the Tabric surrounding the hole
in_the front of the shirt. A"small elongated nick was located
in the left side of the knot of the tie, Q24 [FBI designation],
which may have been caused by the projectile after it had
passed through the front of the shirt.(9) (See fig. 7, a photo-
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agraph of the tie.) N-ray and other examinations of the cloth-
ing revealed no additional evidence of value.

(255)  In the correspondence from Hoover to Rimkin._referl'ed to
carlicr, IToover further characterized the defect in the shirt:

The hole in the front of the shitt was a raggeed. slit-like
hole and the ends of the torn threads around the hole were
bent ontward, These characteristies are typical of an exit hole
fora projectile, A small elongated nick was present in ihe left

sidle of the knot of the tie. This nick may have heen cansed by
the projectile after it pasced through (he front of the shirt.
No additional observations relative to the nick conld he made
duc to the charneteristies of the nick. (10).
(256)
evidenee concerning the direction of the fibers. the observations in this
letter were substantive evidence of the direction of the penetration.
provided that the position of the threads had not chaneed in the in-
fermm. As stated previonsly, the panel itself cannot assess evidentinry
sigmificance to the fiber direction because of the numerous intervening
examinations,

While the FBI laboratory’s initial description did not offer
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