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The Chalrman.,

= Rep. Ford. @Mr, Chlef Justice,
of these drafts, and 1 have lcoked
the cne entitled "Lee Harvey Csuald'’
preparations and so forth, about L70
120 or 130 pages, I noticed at least
té M+, Mesenko's views, |

First, to my knovil dgé vie have

fhe Commisslon, nor havzs vie taken dep
any I'.B.I, or C,I ﬁf reports on him.

- 1f we are pgoing to use ﬁhat he

oo mirute why I don't think we should

membcrs of the Commis on, the hasis
are included in the proposed draft.

wecondly, I have been led to believe, by people wihn I

knot, that there is a grave quesiion

[,
New, if he
1ing that

tances should we use anyth

anything else in our record,

gy

proven to be a bona fide defector, I

about the utilization of

D,

(At this polnt, Dulles ente

. never had e,

is not a bhona fide defector,
he says

And even

tthat he says

rcd
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cutative
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received lagt Tridzy a number

enlzo before

Ies

2 -- L wilY $el)l you in
-- ve ought to have, the

uoon whicn

believe

about the reliability of

lesenko being a bona fide defector

chenuader o circum-

about OCswald or

i he 15 supseguently

veculd have grave gu

ning Jsviald.
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Rep.loed,. Iow, --

The Chairman. Or anybody elsec.

Rep. Tord. Or anybody else.

L cannot help -- I feel so strongly about this that I just

I have a very strong susplcion - and 1 cannch document it
any more than wue can document what he says hére about the Osmald
‘casc ~~ that I, Hesenko could very uell be a chnt.~~ noT oniy
for other wreasons, but for the Cswald case, cnd if he is
unrelianle for»other feasons, he coald be thorcuzily unveliable

"

as rar ag Gswald is concerned. It would be a very casy thing Tor

the Soviet Unlon to plant him here for & dual purpose -- one for

other reasons, and one to ergricate themselves fFron any iwplica-
tion in the assassination,

And; for these reas Oﬂu, I think the Commizsion ougnt to valke

=

up, one, whether we ought to get more informaticn about

)

Mesenko ~-- as far as I know, we have none, exceptvrumor and

so forth. .And, secondly, whether even 1f we got more informatlon
from him in direct testimony or deposition, whether we ought

to use 1t under any circumstances at the present time,

The Chairman., I agree with you,

.Lee, vou will remember, I talked to you about that, too,
gome time ago -- that we should not rely on this man in any way --
certainly nOu unless the State Departmenﬁ and the C.IL.A. vouch
for him, which they willnot do. And we hacd 'IP N:j?;ﬁ:t is 1n

Ce e\
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vhe tesctimony hierc,

it wau’ talked hove by che CLILA

people, I think it vas . Melone vho said chod

Mr. Ruaulcin,  That vas off the record. i, Chiel Justlice, you

remcmber .,
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L just think ve shouldn't put cur trust In any doiec
it I8 nown absolutely and posltively that he is telling the
truih ~- unless he can be corroboraited in cvery respect. And ue

canr.ot corrvoborate thiz man at all. Aad ¢ voulca bHe o tragic

“later come out that h2 was a plant or wag nNot & LrUC d2fector.,

So I thini exactly &8 you do, Jerry, I wculd voia on the

Commissilon not to use his testimony. whon we 2ome ©o discussing

Rep, Ford. I just wanted -- I thought at ¢his point that ue
ougkt ©o bring 1t up. And I wanted . you to know, and the other

Conmrisslon members © know, ny strong feelings in this regard,

I am delighted to ge% your reaciviocn.

When the time comes to malke the deoisibn, ve will all have +to
make 1t. But we should not start out at this point oo uuile using

what we are uuing off his comments, when in the final analysis

it might be completely unreliable and undesirable.

iy

v, Dulles. May I just add that I concur i

vhat you salid,

Mr, Chalrman, and in hnaL Jerry saild,

Over the veelkend I had an opporunity
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. T A
ratTer in sone detail With ed aro
not yet in a positicn to determine 1.5 Pora Tideo . find I gatshered

from what they saild that 1t might te scome time belfore they
would recach any Cohclusionu, if they cver can rcach sonzlug:
because in these Aifficult situaticns you never cun be entively
surc.,
30 I think the position that you have taken that we ought
§ | not wvo rgly upon this te ’lmonJ -- and I doubt wheibher vwe should
let the name of Mosenko get into the printed report.

I think there is ‘some question) as I 52y, as to vhether
should in any wéy refer to Mosenuo by nane.
USé some 6f the infbrmation, depending nobn Thelir judgment as
(o) bona rides, that Is a question to be de
e

Mr. Rankin., @Hr., Chief Justilce, I think I ought to rovor

TO you about the whole situation as far as the staff is concerned,
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S0 you will all o the Commissioners ~- wili
alllthe facis as L know about 1%,

We have boen trying to get an answer from the C.T.A, as
to what they thought of the bona fides of Iir, Hcsenico For
Some timc. And, Finally, after ve waitcd, reccntly, Tor Several
wecké, they told'us they could not come to a conclusican., And we
then ashed them what we could do about this natofaol,

We have been furnished it by the I'.B.I. in a report of an

n,
CAR

interview some tilne ago and they sald that they didn't think we

could rely on 1t, or at least they wuere noi able LO verify his
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pona fides ~- thatv is the U.x.A¢ And they ol “!3‘ chousat
ve chouldn't use it.,
e then bhave the problem that I thinl the Conissicn should
decide at the proper time, that we 1ill delinitely noit use it,
I ©hidnk that you nced to have somec place in a veccrd that will
be rut in Archilves, but not available teo the nublis generally,
except under security precautlons, the fact that you did uncw

about hlm, And that you dld have this iaforimticn thot you do
have., And that you declded not o use it upon coreinl consideratior

of the problem. So that the record will be comnlets. Besaugo

~there will be people, ¢n 1LghL OL une fact fthav tni:

d fcction, that ha? been “071 PUbllCJaC@ in the pres

hon e¥ uny } vas never den.calquhpefore vhe Comals

I think_you will recall tﬁat vwe had the auesiicn up of
whether we would call him for several months néw, and we vere
waiting‘whether ue could get any answer from the C.L.A, 23 to
whéther he wvas consldered reliable bcfore'making that

Since we could no%t get any ansver in the afflrmative, there
vias no purpose in bringing his testlmony in here under these
concitlons.,

How, I just received a call-from Mr, Helms this morning
about iﬁ, and he learned thaﬁ e even had paners that the
Commissloners viere looklng at. And the gtaid fele that the

Comnisgsiloners should bring o the attention -~ or thevy should
5 v

brirg to the attentlon of the Commissicners such inforusailcon as ue
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Wwith that name, is vha

And I said,

[ St __.‘#__._..,._«_*_a—mu e

had, e that you were not i Zhe darli abeup L2554 A ijﬁlzﬁ
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considering this whole prokicn about the 1470 bia Loosic And
Ir. llelms said that he thought that it shouldn 't gven te
circulated toithe Commissioners, for fear it might
the name Mgsenzo, and'what vic nad received,
The Chairman. The name Iasenko, you S0y ?

Fr, Rankin., Yes,

Fr. Rankin. As far as thz nfcermation ve have associated

help if Mr, HMeCone wsent a letter to the Chief Justice as Chalriran

of the Commisslon asking that no reference o Hoscnito be used .
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because tﬁen the Gommission weald have this vesition o
C .1 Aoy record upon vhich they covld acty if they see Tit when
they consider the mqttero And so that is what they proposce 4o do.

The Chairman. Well, my own view ig that we should not rely
to any extent on Mosenko, that there would bhe grave daager in
doing so, and I would haveno confidence in anyvhlng I righv say
about his tes 54 ony .

Je will just dlscuss that, and we cught (o have a BeRTting
in a day or two, on a number of questions that have arigen,

S0 we will put that on the agenda.

Rep., Tord. Very fine.
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M, Dulles. L would iLl to raisc the QHGZElOﬁ prtatatinatel

we would like ©o bave ¢ Leti2p, though, in our JiLe aslmiag ue
no%t ©o use it. It mlght look later to somchedy as though thic
vere an atvtemnt by the C.I.,h. to bring prescurc on ub Noy Lo

use a ceviain blt of information. [ don't see -- they can perfectl

=

well say there are sensitive reascns £or not having this name

brouzht up 1n thig connection -~ but T hope They uocn 'ttt G2y

we could not use 1T,
The Chairman. I wonder 1if they ceuld not say they are not
prepieed to veuch for him, and if they don 't vouch Tor

certainly I am not going
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Now , the testinony, though, mightvhave certain Laclmzround
interost for us, because there are o possihilities, Either
the Zellcw 1o a plant, br there arc certaln bpora
que, If he is a plant aﬁg saying thils, this 1s highlg significant,
We wouldn't use it as the truth,but it might influence our
thiniking on certain points.

ch. Ford. This, I think, 1s petting down te the Crul o
the matﬁoro We cannot pass Judgment on the matter of whether
he is bhona Tide or a plant., Bubt it wmay be desira
Commission to indicate that Information has
logsecnlko, and what he alleges to knew about Ogwald's 1ifec in the

Soviet Unlon. And then in our report,




position to rass judsucnt o it.
But for us ©o0 Ipgnose the fact that an agonay o OLY Govern

ment has a wan who says he knovis someching abous Gsuaid s life

in the Soviet Unlon, we ought to say somcthing ab

(%)

D]

say vic are notv in a pozltleon to say it iz reliabpl

Qe

that he wes ox

™
=
5
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¢t reliavle. But for us tc just ignorc the
fact, when we know somebedy in the fGovernmsnt hos information
from a”berson vwho vas in Russia, and who alleges he koous Some-
thing about Oswald, would be unfortunate.

The Chairman, I think the cruxg~~ I agree with you. And
i thinlc the crux 6f*tho whole matter 13 that the »eport ghiculd
be clear to the-effect that We cannot veuch for thz testinony
off Iir.ilugenko.

Isn'ﬁ thatv youf ldea ¥

Rep., IMord., That is right.

e 1t ~= colither

, 1t way develop

Eut we perbhaps shoulda't ignore the fact that there is some

i

don 't Hnow

infbrmation that the Comnlgsion is familiar with.,
quite hoi you would phrasce it in ﬁho repbrt,

Bﬁt to lgnore 1%, T think, would bé unfortunate.
The Chairian. Yes.
i

I think Lee has got the feel of thing, and i% can he

'
(5]
i

done.

M'r, Rankin. The staff was very much worrled atvout just

treating 1t as though we never heard an:

g
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vays. Cne. 1f he is kona fide, then uh2t he mews oo allegedls
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knotiz could be helpful. Tut in the alternatvive,
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sucn Lirformnatior and
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mor that there was
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anyuniing anous dv,tnd. it weuld mavhe alieer
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our wWnole report,

[ir, Dulles., If 1t has nob alrcacy been donc, I thinlk it

magnt. be well, voo, to ask the staff %o 30 over his renorc
ey P, - - 3 ) Al - el - s - K T 4 E -
ana ¢o malke a bhriell report Lo us as $o wnerc Lhic BEoB VAThH

others in certain cases. -~ 1t Sseems ©o me 4o Gee vith what ue
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bona Fide, 1f he & plant, we vould have to ©ake a wich

"

different view at what he said and vhy nelis here. This nakes

guite a c¢ifference,

And T don't think vwe can ignore the %uo clternatives, And
there are only wo of them. And we oughtv tvo discuss That in

the report.
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Mr, Dulles. Do you happen to know the dotc
as vo the date of his defectlion in relation Lo tro agsassinatcion

e, Renlidn. Well, that iz mc of the things that I inguired
invo, in trying to find cut from tae C.I.A, as ‘o uhetnar or Nnov

eimight have been plansed for the parpese of Turnishing this
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infovication -~ because chiie was VOO AloeuanpLilg e e and

to the staff that viere vorking in this ares -- ir, Coleran and
M. Slavison. And they assured me that he bhoad heen vihat they

~call dangled before them, before the assassinotion ocourved,

)_.

Tor several months, so that they felt that it couldn't have been
any cning that was connceted with the idea of furnishing o plant

for this particular parnose.

<
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f am entirely satisfled from what they told ne about

Mo, wé aon't ha#e that in the cecord
telepkone COHVCqu ion,

Rep. Ford. It is my best recolliecitiocn Hhat hn\:au actrally
a defector some time in December -- ap a disarmament meeting in
Geneva, Switzerland. NMnd the original press veleases were ©o

L

the ci
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fect
were cdncirned, because he was in Geneva with These sSoviet
disarmament experts.

There was'great mystery about this particular dei
because the Soviet UnLon n1de sych a protesv =-- they went %o
the Swiés Government, as I recall, and waiscd the devil about i

NMow, subscequent inforiration has developced thot he doesn 't
appear to be dulte és big a catch, if any, as Tar as uwo are
concerned .

HFaving absolutely no faith in what the 3ovict Union trics

reason o or threc nmonths before the assigs (;u1on, mit puneced
. = "".“?“'/;4 \. /

f’L/’(‘/ ?\g_cr 1 Ny
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vieeks suoscqrenu to
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the last three tha

as he u170 Ledly

vias as high

~he 1s supposed to have, could be very

.

information vhich he 1s new giving us 1

I say, I am a comwlcte and tota

inds of pcople, and there

=y -

or the Soviet Unlon to try

noranking defector coime and disccu

Osuald s signliicance, while he was in
\ 2= P

w0, in my opinion, we have

cynical, skeptical, about

he might the Cswald cage

The Chairman, Well, T think vie ar

arerything youa say.

{Wherecupon, at 10:30 a.m., the
pon, ;
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The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file:
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restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated
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