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Gentlemen: | 

I called this meeting of the Commission because of something that | 

developed today that I thought every member of the Commission should have | 

knowledge of, something that you shouldn't hear from the public before you. 

had an opportunity to think about it. T wild juss have Mr, Rawkin tell you 

|| the story from the beginning. i 
i 
| 
| 

: Mr. Rawkin: Mr. Wagner Garr, the Attorney General, of Texas, called me | 

| at. Ul: 10 Chk Morning and said that the word had come out, he wanted toa get 

at. to me, at the first moment, that Oswald was setae’ as an FBI Undercover | 

Agent, and that they had the information of his badge which was given as | 

Number 179, and that he was being paid two hundred a month from September | il 
! 

|| o£, 1962 up through the time of the assassination. I asked what the source | 

of this was, and he said that he understood the information had been made 

| available so that Defense Counsel, for Ruby had that information, ‘that he | 

knew that the press had the information, and he didn't know exactly where 

Wade had gotten the information, but he was a former FBI Agent. 

‘That they, that is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so | 

_ that he was witting to make, the statement. - 

| 
a Ford: Wade is? . . DECLASSIFIED | ff: ‘| 

E.O, 11652, Sec &sa) ‘ 5 | A: The District Attorney, Le ® i t l 
1 iS f . 

: ' 

By ff —s F 5 > 
Ford: Carr is the Attorney General. jf NARS Date a | 

l 
| Boggs: Right, of Texas, 

| | 
| Rawkin: I brought that to the attention of the Chief Tuattea immediately, 
‘and ne said that I should try to get in touch with Carr and ask hin to bring 

Wade up here, and he would be willing to meet with him any time today or i 

{ tonight te find out what was the basis Of | this story. I tried to get Carr | 
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ne said, So he thought that if he brought Wade back on Monday or Tuesday: 

that that would still take care of any major problem. When. he first told jus, 

| 
9 

and he was out campaigning in Texarkana and so forth, and so it took us quite 

| 
a while to get back to him and talk to him. I just got through talking to 

him and he told me the source of the information was a member of the press 

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent, 

but he now is coming with the information as to his particular number and . 
| 

the amount he was getting and the detail as to the time when the payments. 

started. Wade said he as well as him did not know the name of the informant 

_but he could guess who it was, that it was given to hia assistant, and he was 
_ 

| sure that he knew, and he said he was trying to check it out to get more 

. definite information. Carr said that he could bring Wade in some time the | 

first of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this man of the press| 

and that they did not think it would be broken by the press immediately, 

although there had been all kinds of stories down there but Carr said there 

were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing the 

press themselves, but this was the first time that he got something definite 

‘as to how they were handling it or how it could be handled by himself, But 
G 

I was concerned of an undercover agent. He thought that the press. would ia 

bring the story without some further proof, and they are working on that HOW 

| 

he said the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't even gotten) } | 

this from Wade. He got it from another man that the press would bring 4 

before we could know about it and the Commission would be asked, all ape 

of questions without having information about it. Now he said Wade told | 

him that the FBI never keeps any records of names, 

Me. Boggs: Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas County? 

Rawkin: That is right. Pay et tet | 
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Q: And the other man, Carr, is the Attorney General? 

As That is right. 

Q: And the other people who have knowledge of this story? | 

A: He indicated that the press down there had ichowledge of this story, 

“and that the information came from some informant who was a press repre- 

sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could guess who it was but his assistant 

‘mew and he never asked him. They were trying to get more explicit information. 

7 A: Lee, would you tell them? 

| Mr. Dulles: Who were you talking with when you got this information, | 

a 
jade himself? 

| Ar I was talking with Carr. 

| Boggs: There is a denial of this in one of these FBI records, as you 

know. 

| A: Yes. 

| Cooper: In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers for this 

fellow who claims to represent -- 

| Boggs: Thornhill, I think. 

| Cooper: Oswald or one of them, Ruby, told about this, do you recall it, 

he aad te was being rumored around. 

i Ravwtelp: Yes, it was being rumored that he was an undercover agent. . Now | 
| 

it is something that would be very difficult to prove out. There are events 

in connection with this that are curious, in that they might make it i ae 

to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI vecords would never | 

show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, but we thought | 

you should have the information. 

A: Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the circumstances under which 

this story was told? 

A: Yes, When it was first- drought _ to ay attention this morning -— 
ee 

| i MORE 
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| Boggs: What time was this, Lee? 

| A: ll. 10. 

Boggs: That is after the Ruby episode of yesterday? 

A: That is right: 

Q: Yes. 

A: And Mr. Carr said that they had used this saying before the Court 

| that they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing to give some of 

these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were ing to the 

Laefense Counsel being able to get the records and asking. the Court to 

“rule that they couldn't get them. | 

| Q: That is, the District Antornay was? 

| A: that is right, and he said a number of these records were furnished 

by the Texas authorities, and that they should not be given up to the Lefense 

Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby 

| wags because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the’ undercover agent and | 

. | 

‘had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a month 

cand so forth, and that was the way it was explained as his justification to the 

- | coure as a basis for determining the records and that that was the excuse the 

Pee the reason the FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. That 

iis® ‘the way it was developed. Now Mr. Jaworski, who is associated with the 

aetorney General working on this matter was reported to you before, and ! 

7 P story, I don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski. 

‘and he said he didn't think Wade would Say anything like this unless he had 

Some substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, because 

he thought it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, to be making such a 

claim, aud then have it shown that there was nothing to it. 

mA lr MORE 
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Boggs: No doubt about it, it would ruin Many. 

A: And Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very competent. We have 

complete confidence in him as a person. Now that is the evaluation of the 

' Situation, 

Ford: He hasn't made any investigations himsel£? 

A: No, he has not. . 

Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected with Wade? 

A: No. 

Dulles: Talking about Story, just a few minutes ago just telling him I 

wasn't going te be down in Texas, I had told him I was going to be down at 

the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any importance on his 

mind. Maybe he won't offer it to him obviously. 

Rawkin: I don't know that it was even brought to his attention. 

Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of course, he is not in the hierarchy. 

A: Well, I think they were planning on telling the Attorney’ General and 

Jaworski, 

Ford: How long ago did they get a feeling that there was some substance to 

the rumors that apparently had been —— I just assumed, and I didn't ask them 

| that, that Carr called me and aaanad to be in a matter of great urgency at 11:10 
enda morning, and that he was fearful that they would bring in the papers 

,before we would even get to know about it, and that is the way he was talking 

and acting about it. 

Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the name of the informant? 

A: No, he did not. 

Q: What then would lead him to think it had substance? 

A: Well, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance was 
because Wade had heard these rumors constantly, and his assistant had potter 

MORE 
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this information from the informant as to a definite bade number, and the 

amount and the date. 

Cooper: How would you test this kind of thing? 

A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the 

fact in it. I am confident that the FBI would never admit it, and I presume 

their records will never show it, or if their. records do show anything, I 

would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be 

‘ assigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to describe 

them. .So that it seemed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal boxes 

practically every place that he went, and that woud be es ideal way to get 

money to anyone that you wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody else that 

' you wanted to do business that way with without having any particular trans-— * 

action. 

Ford: There might be people who would see what was going on with that 

particular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have means of 

watching in many siluees that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as 

to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the cadtutdueis; that 

are going in and out. They da that only when they have an occasion to be, 

suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they 

might also see other things that they just have to note. That is a possibility. 

Dulles: What was the ostensible niasdonu? I mean when they hire somebody 

they hire somebody for a purpose. It is either. - « Was it to penetrate the 

Fair Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think of where 

they might have used this man. It would be quite ordinary for me because 

they are very careful about the agents they use. You wouldn't pick up a 

fellow like this to do an agent's job. You have got to watch out for your! 

\ MORE 
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agents. You have really got to know. Sometimes you make a mistake. 

Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both the elements of 

the Communist parties. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites 

and with the others. This was a strange circumstance to me. 

Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don't need 

a person like this on the outside. The only.place where. he did any at all 

was with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

Boggs: Of course it is conceivable that he may have been brought back 

from Russia you know. 

A: ‘If he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the time 

of the assasination, it had to start over in Russia, didn't it, because 

didn't he get back in February? When did he get back here from Russia? 

A: I think it was February; February of this year. 

Q: Of '62. Was it of 1627. 

A: Oh yes, thar is right, it was '62, 

Dulles: They have no facilities, they haven't any people bea Russia. 

They may have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of 

their own in Russia. 

A: Yes. 

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some people,. 

sometimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and 

so forth and so on under their control. 

Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the 

FBI js acquanited with rumors too. 

A: One of the strange things that happened, and it may have no bearing 

on. this at all, is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was 

under observation at least by the FBI, they.say they saw him frequently, qould 

eS <a MORE 
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walk about the Immigration Office in New Orleans one day and come out the 

next day with a passport that permitted him to go to Russia. Prom iIny obser- 

vations of the case that have come to us, such Passports are not passed out 

with that ease, , 

Dulles: Mr., I think you are wrong on that. 

A: I could be. 

Dulles: Because the passports are issued valid for anywhere except 

specified countries. There is a stamp as I recall that says not good for 

Communist China, North Vietnam, and so forth. For a long time they had on 

the stamp not good for Hungary. But any. American, practically any American, 

can get a passport that is good for anywhere. An American can travel and 

Russia is one of the countries that you can‘ now travel to. - 

A: Well, maybe you can. | | 

Dulles: You can get them quick. 

A: I think our General Counsel and I both have some experience in cases 

that have come before our Court which would indicate that that isn't exactly 

the fact. 

’ Dulles: I think in the State Department. . . 

A: They have great difficulty, some of them, in getting a passport to| 

go to Russia. . . 

Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Communist... . 

A: Oh, yes. . 

Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has‘that record in 

the files? I don't think that record has ever turned up. 

Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any. 

A: What record, that he was a defector? 

MORE 
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Dulles: Yes, I don't think the State Department or in the ‘Passport 

Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices. 

'fhat is one of the things we ought to look into. 

A: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom 

to come back. 

Dulles: But it don't get passport files or the passport records, 

‘They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They have their own 

| panticulee system. ‘ 

A: Yes. 

Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in. If they don't 

find any clue, and they don't according or our record here they don't find 

"any warning clue in his file -- they should have a warning clue in his file 

'but as I recall they don't. 

Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had not supplied the 

warning. 

Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its own ussually go around 

and inquire. They wait until it is assigned there. Then they Eqlilow it up, 

Cooper: This may be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the report, 

the chronology of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone to 

Texas. They jeamned from Mrs. Payne: they — where Mrs. Oswalk was Litas 

“They talked with her. They knew where he was working. 

Boggs: Sure, That is all in the file. 

Cooper: 1 know that. I say they knew where he was working. 

Boggs: I am sure you went over that material that we received a few- 

| days ago, You will find, the report from the FBI dated back last summer, 

and months before that and then months after that, why some agent would 

make a report on it. 
MORE 
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Cooper: Sure. 

A. I think it was in October. 

the normal Communist 

Rawkin: 

when he was in prison. 

Boggs: In New Orleans? 

A: In New Orleans. 
Ps 

Q: Right. 

10. 

They had a report on many, they had an agent go and see him 

| 
A. And he lied to them before the police. He said his wife was a Texas 

girl, and he married her in Texas, and a whole string of stuff, and in as ae 

they had a report prior to that that was definitely contrary to it. 

Boggs: 

| 

The fellow Butler, who works for the:profit organizations that 

Dr. Oxnard heads to disseminate and tie Communist propaganda to Latin Amey~ 

ica, is the one who confronted him on tie streets in New Orleans. 

Butler. He is a very fine young man. It was . 

I know! 
| 

- Butler says that Phe jag - 

the first time that they established that he had been in Russia. and that He 

had defected at one time and then returned. 

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans? 

' A. Yes.’ 

Boggs: 

At That is right. 

Of course on that tape -- I listened to that tape -- he gives: 

line, reaction fo everything. 

Q: The same old stereotyped answer? 

A: Yes. 

Cooper: 

Boggs: This is a serious thing. 

You have that uadoub ied iy dns your 

| 

| 

How do you propose to meet this situation? 

MORE 



ll. 

As I thought first you should know about it. Secondly, there is this 

factor too that a consideration, that is somewhat an issue in this 

; ease, and I suppose you are all aware of it, That 40 that -the FBI ta very 

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assassin, and they are very 

explicit that there was no conspiracy, and they are also saying in the came 

place that they are continuing their investigation. Now in my experience of 
| 

| almost nine years, in the first place it is hard to get them to say when you, 

| think you have got a case tight enough to convict somebody, that that is the 

person that committed the crime. In my experience with the FBI they don't 

do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform 

prior experience that they don! t do that. Secondly, they have not run our 

all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could 

| probably -- Jt is not our business, it is the very -- 

Dulles: What is that? 

A: They haven't run out all the leads on the information 4 

and they could probably say -- that isn't our business. ; 

| 
Q: Yes. | 
7 | . an 
Az But they are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy without 

those being “hn out. Now that is not from ny experience with » 

the FBI, 
| | 
| iQ: ' Te is not. You are quite right... I have seen a great many reports. | 

| A: Why are they so eager to make both of those conclusions, both in 

| the original report and their experimental report, which is such a departure, 

Now that is just circumstantial evidence, and it don't prove anything about 

this, but it raises questions, We have to try to find out what they have to | 

say that would give any support to the story, and report it to you. 

Spee . MORE 
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| 
| 

j Dulles: Oh, terrible. 

| 

Bevs Sola = weaved 12, 

Ford: Who would know if anybody would in the Bureau have such an 

| arrangement? 

A: I think that there are several, Probably Mr. Belmont would know 

every undercover agent. 

Q: Belmont? 

A: Yes. 
<« " : | 

| 

Dulles: Yes, I know. 
| 

A: And he is an able man. But when the Chief Justice and I were just 

briefly reflecting on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and 
| 
could be established, then you would have people think that there was a 

‘conspiracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing the Commission | 

| 

did or anybody could dissipate. 

Boggs: You are so right. 

- Boggs: Its implications ofthis are fantastic, don't you think ‘so? 

Al Terrific. 

| _ Rawkin: Me have anybody admit to it, even if it was the fact, I am 

site that therg wouldn't at this point be anything to prove At » 7 | 

| Dulles: Lee, if this were true, why would it be particularly in their | 

interest ~~ I qould see it would be in tae interest to get rid of this 

nan but why would it be in their interest to say he is clearly the only 

guilty one? T mean I don't see that argument that you raise particularly 

— an interest, . . : | 

| Boggs: I can immediately -- 

A: They would like to have us fold up and quit. 
aA Saga er Te _— 

Q: An informer also would you say? |; 

A: Yes, 1 would think so. He is the special security, of the division 



os and they employed him, they are already it, you see. So your argument is 

13, | 

Boggs: This closes the case, you see. Don't you see? 

Dulles: Yes, I see that. 

Rawkin; They found the man. There is nothing more to do. The | 

| Commission supports their conclusions, and we can go on home and that is 

: the end of it, 

Dulles: But that puts the men right on them.” If he was not the killer 

| ‘correct if they ae sure that this is going to close the case, but if it 

don't close the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this. 

! Boggs: Yes, I would think so. And of course, we are all even gaining 

in the,realm of speculation. I don't even like to see this being taken down. 

Dulles: Yes. I think this eecoud ought to be destroyed. Do you think 

we need a record of this. 

A: I don't, except that we said we would have records of meetings ead. 

|| 80 we called the reporter in the formal way. If you think what we have 

sald here should not be upon the record, we can have it done that way. Of 

course it might. . , | 

Dulles: Ca just thinking of sending around copies and so forth. The 

 @nly copies of this record should be kept right here. ai sia * oe 

A: I would hope so too. 

fe Boggs: I would hope that none of these records are circulated to aiyboly. 

| 

| Rawkin: We also give them to you Commissoners. Now if you don't want 

; 
| them, those are the only. ones who get them but Sides himself: off che ireeoka.i | | | ITH 

‘| 
| 
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Vy, 
\ 

that he was willing to make the statement, 

{ 

| Cent ecians 
! | 

I called this meeting of the Commission because of something that | 
f° sy ceveloped today that I thought every member of the Commiss{on should have | 

knowledge of, something that you shouldn't hear from tha publte before you 

had an opportunity to think about ic, 1 will just have Me, R Rawkin tell yo 

the story from the beptonting, 

Mx. Rawkin: Mr. Wagner etal, the Attorney General of Texas, salted ad 

at 11:10 this morning and said that. the word had come out, he wante2 ud yee ie 

it to me at the first moment, that Oswald was acting as an FBI Undercover ,_ 

Agent, _and that they had the information of his badge which was given'sa || 
Number 179, and that he was being paid two hundred a mete from sephenber. 

cf 1962 up through the time of the assassination. I asked what che: soured 

of this was, and he said that he understood the information had “been made 

available so that Defense Counsel for Ruby had that information, that he 

knew that the press had the information, and he didn't know exactly where : 
| Wade had gotten the information, but he was a former FBI Agent. | 

That they, that is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so 

Ford: Wade ts% 

A: The District Attorney. a 

Ford: Carr is the Attorney General. 
| 

Loges: Right, of Texas. 

Pewkin: I brought that to the attention of the Chief Justice immediately, 
‘and he said that I should try to get in toych with Carr and ask him to bring 

8 ‘ade up here, and he wont be willing to meet with him any time today or 

night to find out what was the basis of this stor ye I tried to get Carr PECLASSIFIED , , ie 
5.0, eka Sec CEA) 
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| | | ] . a 

‘ “) : Ki Has xigh § ‘ 4 and be was out) canpaigning tn Tesurkana and so fen, ond gu tt took ws quite 

y 
| ! 

a while to get back to him and talk to him. I justi got through talking to 

| 4 

him and he told me the source of the information was a mewber of the press. 

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent, 
| . « | 

but he now ta coming with the tuformatiton as to his parttoulac number and 

| 
| ‘the amount he was getting and the detail as to the time when the paylents | 

‘started. Wade said he as well as him did not know the name of the informant. 

‘but he could guess who it was, that it was given to his assistant, and he was 
a “ " ‘ : | 

sure that he knew, and he said he was trying to check it out to get more. [- | ma | 
definite information. Carr said that he could bring Wade in some time the 

, “| 
first of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this man of the Press i « 

jand that they did not think it would be broken by the press immediately; 

‘although there had been all kinds of stories down there but Carr said there 

were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing | the 

press ChONBE eh but this was the first time that he got something, definite 

| 
i 

| 

| - 
| 
| 
1 
} 

as to how they were handling it or how it could be handled by hinself, But 

, was concerned of an undercover scent, He thought that thé press would not | - 

bring the story without some further proof, and they ere working on that now, 

he said. So he thought that if he brought Wade back on oe or Tuesday, 

that’ that would still take care of any major problem. When he first told us, 

he said the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't even gotten 
! . 

this from Wade. We got it from another man that the press would bring, it 

before we could know about it and the Commission would be asked all kinds 
; 

of questions without having information about it. Now he said Wade told 

him that the FBI never keeps any records of names. . 

Mr. Boggs: Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas County? 

Rawkin: “That is right. mee weet Z 

Sree sa 
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Q: And the other men, Carr, is the Attorney Gonerdi? 
{ 

A: That ds right. | 

| 
| 

| 
/ Q: And the other people who have knowledge of this story? 

At He indicated that the press dome had knowledge of this story, 

and that the information came frosl some informant who was a press repre- 

sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could guess who it was but his assistant’ 

knew and he never asked him. They were trying to get more explicit information. 

A: Lee, would you tell them? ‘| 

Mr. Dulles: Who were you talking with wien you got this information, 
7 | 

Wede himself? 

A 1 was talking with Carr. 

“Boggs: There is a denial of this in ones of these FBI records, as van; 

know. 

At Yes. 

Cooper: In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers for this 

fellow who claims to represent -- 

—e Thornhill, I think, 

Cooper: Oswald or one of them, Ruby, told about this, do you recall it, 

he said it was being rumored around. 

Rawkin + Yes, it was being rumored hes he was an undercover agent. Now 

it is something that would be very difficult to prove out. There are events 

in connection with this that are curious, in that they might make it possible 

to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI records would rever 

‘show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, but we thought 
Ba t 

you should have the -information. 

A: Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the circumstances under which 

this story was told? 

A: Yes, When it was first ‘brought 
a 



“ < Lapis y What tiie was thin, J lc’ 
‘ 

At di. 10. 

Baggs: That is after the Ruby episode of yesterday? 

A: That is right. 

| Q: Yes. 

| A: And Mr. Carr said that they had weed this saying before the Court 

that they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing to give some of 

these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were — ing to, the. 

| Defense Counsel being able to get the vecéads: and asking. the Court to | 

rule that they couldn't get them, , - oo 

i | Q: That is, the District Attorney was? . ae Soe sh 

A: That is right, and he said a number of these —- were furnished 

by the Texas authorities, and that they should not be given up to the Defense 

Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby 

was because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover agent and 

had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a month 

and so forth, and that was the way it was explained as his justification to the 

Court as a basis for determining the records and that that was the excuse the 

BI, the reason the FBI had for being So eager to give the records up. That 

is the way it was developed. Now Mr. Jaworski, who is associated with thie 

Attorney General working on this matter was reported to you before, and 

i » story, I don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski 

and he said he didn't think Wade would say anything like this unless he had 

some substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, because 

he thought it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, to be making such 4 

| claim, and then have it shown that there was nothing to it. St ! 
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Loggs: Ro doubt about fit, fa wile ruin winy. 

4: And Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very com.stent. We haye 
Y 

| 

| 

y 

: — ; . 
cowplete confidence in him as a person. Now that is the evaluation of the 

/ 
situation. i 

Ford: Hd hasn't made any investigations himself? 

A: No, fhe has not. : | 

Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected with Wade? | 

A: No. | ! : | 

Dulles: Talking abont Story, just a few minutes ago just telling him T. 

wasn’t going to be down in Texas, I had told him IT was going to be down at 

the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any importance on his 

2 

edn Maybe he won't offer it to him obviously. 

Rawkin: I don't know that it was even byought to his aevention. 

Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of course, he is not in the iierareliy, 

A: Well, I think they were planning on telling the Attorney General and 

I 

Javorski. 

Ford: How long ago Jid they get a feeling that there was some substance to 

the rumors that apparently had been -~ t just assumed, and T didn't date chen 

chav, thee Carr called me and seemed to be in a matter of great ungency at 11:10 

this morning, and that he was fearful that, they would bring in the papers 

before we would even get to know about it, and that is the way he was talking 

and acting about it. 

Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the naine of the enformant? 

A: Wo, he did not. 

Q: What then would lead him to think it had substance? 

A: Well, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance was 

t 



| 
‘this jr toration from the iniormant as to a definite bade number, and the 

amount end the date. | 

Cooper: Low would you test this kind of thing? . Loy 

_/ 
A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the 

fact in it. I am confident that the FBI would never admit it, dna I presume 

their records will never show it, or if their records do show anything, :T 

would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be 
1 fds 

assigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to describe 

them. So that it seemed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal boxes 

practically every place that he went, and that would be an ideal way to get 

money to anyone that you wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody else that’ | 

+ 

you wanted to do business that way with without having any particular trans- 

action. ° 

Ford: ‘here might be people who would see what was going or with that 

particular box, haoause the postal authorities do watch, they have means of 

watching in many places that no one could see. They oma watel tha clerks as 

to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the individuals that 

are going in and out. They do that only when they have an occasion te be 

suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they 

might also see other things that they just have we note. That is a possibility. 

Dulles: What was the ostensible mission? I mean when they hire somebody 

they hire somebody for a purpose. It is either. . . Was it to penetrate the 

Fair Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think of where 

they might have used this man. It would be quite ordinary for me because 

they are very careful about the agents they use.: You wouldn't pick up a 

fellow like this to do an agent's job. You have got to watch out for your 
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. i; agents. You have really pot to kno... Sumatimes you make ao: is tive. | 

| Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both the elevcnts of 

, the Goplmatiet parties. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites | Oy 

| 7 and with the others. This was a strange circumstance to me. | : 

| Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don't meal 

| a person like this on the outside. The only place where he did any at all 

| was -with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

a eS Boadar’ Of course it is conceivable that. he may have been brought back» . i 

| from Russia you know. he ae 

Mahe ad, A: If he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the time 5 

wt * of the axsestnation, it had to start sues in Russia, didn't it, because,” : 

it didn't he get back in February? When did he get back here from Russia?! 
bo. 

A: I think it was February; February of this year. , - i! 

| Q: Of '62. Was it of '622 

: A: Oh yes, that is right, it was '62. 

| Dulles: They have no facilities, they haven't any people in Russia. 

| ‘They may have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of : 

, | ‘ thedz own in Russia. | | : 
e | 

: A: Yes. 

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some péople, uy 

- sonetimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and : i 

f “50 forth and so on under their control. fo : iS 

Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the } 

FBI is acquanited with rumors too. . . 

i “A? One of the oe things that happened, and it may have no bearing : 

| | | vas 4 on this at all, is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was 

they,say they saw him frequently, could 

= HORE a ; . 
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/ F Pe walk about the Immigration Office in New Orleans one day and come out the, 

next day with a paespore that permitted him to g0 to Russia. From my obser | 

| vations of! ‘the case that have come to us, such passports aré not passed out | , ; ; with that ease, 
; 
: | 

Dulles: Mr., ZI think you are — on that, 
| 

A: I could be. - 
. | 

Dulles: Because the Passports are issued valid for anywhere eenpt | 
specified countries. There is a stamp as [I ‘recall that says not good for 
Communist China, North Ttetnan! and so forth, Por a long time phey had ne 
thu ‘stamp not Bood Eox Tungary. But any American, peat eeeer ty any Amertean, 
can get a “passport thas is good for anywhere. An American can travel and’) 

‘ 
Russia is one nif the countries that you can now travel to. 
i , | A: Well, maybe you can. 

Dulles: You can get them quick. 

A: I think Our General Counsel and I both have some experience . in cases 
that have come beter: our Court which would indicate that that isn't exactly 
the Racks safe 

Dulles: I think in the State Department. 

A: They have great difficulty, some of them, in getting a passport to ; 
|go to Russia; 

Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Communist 

As Oh, yes, 

' ° Dulles: Is ‘there any evidence the State Department has" that record in 

‘the files? I don' t think that record has ever turned up. 
is 

, 
ae Cooper: They admitted there’ wasn't any. 
eer 

A: What record, that he was a defector? an pow ee" pty Cae 
. a % 

z ~ “ 5 . Tey 

q aS . 
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| 

a : 

' They talked with her. They knew where he was working. ! y 

ae 

/ Dulles: Yes, 1 don't think the Stece Bepactment or in the Passport 

Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices, 

That is one of the things we ought to look into. 

A: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom 

: | 

to cone back. \ . - 

Dulles: But it don't get passport files or the passport records. 

They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They have their own 

particular system. : me . | 

A: Yes. 

Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in,’ te they don" te 

¢ind any clue, and they Anat t according or our record have they dan t find 

any warning clue in his file -- they should have a warning clue in his file 

but as I recall they don't. . 

Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had not supplied tha 

warning. 

Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its own ussually go around 

and inquire, They wait until it is assigned there. ‘Then they follow it up. 

3 Cooper: ‘his may be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the revert, 

the chronology of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone. to 

Texas. They learned from Mrs. Payne: they knew where Mrs. Oswalk was living. 

Boggs: Sure. That is all in the file. 

Cooper: I know. that. I say they knew where he vas working. 

Boggs: I am sure you went over that material that we received a few 

days ago. You will find the report from the FBI. dated back last summer, . 

and months. before that and then months after that, why some agent would | 

a gt 

make a report on it. 



Cooper: Sure. 

A. I think it wes in October. 

Rawkin: They had a report on many,, they had an agent go and see haan 

/ 

when he was in prison. | : | 

Boggs: In New Ovikans? _ | 

A: In New Orleans. | 

Q: Right. 7 . | 

A. And he lied to them hedag e the police. He said his wife was a, Texas 

girl, and he married hex in Texas," and a “whole string of stuff, and in bettas 

| 
they had a report prior to, that that was definitely contrary to tte: 

— | 
‘Boggs: The fellow Butler, ‘iho works for the: profit organizations that 

‘De. Oxnard heads to disseminate ard tie Communist propaganda to Latin hie 

‘ica, is the one who confronted him on the streets in New Orleans. I know 

Butler. He is a very Fine young man. It was... . Bather save that this was 

the First time that they estaWlishad that he had been in Russia and that he 

had defected at one time and then returned, You have that undeubhedly in you 

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans? 

A. Yes. | | 

Boggs: Of course on that tape ~- I listened to that tape = he gives 

the normal Communist line, reaction to everything. 

A: That is right. 

Q: The same old stereotyped answer? 

A: Yes. 

Cooper: How do you propose to meet this situation? 

Boggs: This is a serious thing. 

NORE 



"| As 2 though. first you Bhould kiow about dt. Secondly, there is this 
| 

factor too that a consideration, that is somewhat an issu 1 this | 
/ | H 

cese, aud T suppose you are all aware of it, That is that the FBI is sal 

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assassin, and they are vary | bs 
. 

. ; ; jt explicit that thare vas no conspiracy, and they are also saying in the sane | 
. . 

place that they are continuing their investigation. Now in my experience of | 

almost nine years, in the first place it is hard to get them to say’ when you 

think you have got a case tight enough to convict somebody, that that is the - 
| 

person that comnitted the crime. In my experience with the FBI they don't 

-do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform 

BFAOe eupertenne that they don't do that. Secondly, they have not yun out * 

all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could 

probably -- Tt is not our business, it is the very ~- 

Dulles: What is that? 

At They haven't run out all the leads on the information > 

and they could probably say -- that isn't our business. 

Q: Yes. 

A: But they are corwluding that there can't be a conspiracy without, 

those being run out. low that is not 1 from my experience with 

the FBI. 

Q: It is not. You are qrite right. TI have seen a great ma ny reports. 

At Why are they so ceger to make both of those conclusions, both in 

the original report andl their experimental report, which is such a departure. 

Now that is just cirenestantial evidence, and it don't prove anything about 

this, but it raises questions. We have to try to find out what they 

say that would give any support to the story, and report it to you. | 

MORE 
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, { ar | 

ord: ;Who would know if anybody would fa the suseaa lave such an 
po 

| ‘ 
hal vaasecent? 
| 

H : fhe fil A: I think that there are several. Probably lir. Belmont would know | 
| ‘every undercover agent. 

| | 

Q: Belmont? 
peu | | | A: Yes, | 

Q: An informer also would you say? 

| A: Yes, IL would think so. He is the special security, of the division | | | 

| 

Dulles: Yes, I know. 
. 

e 

. . i : . . : 
. A: And‘he ds an able man. But when the Chief Justice and I Were just 

riefly reflecting on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and 
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ould be established, then you would have people think that there was a —
—
0
 

conspiracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing the Commission | 
. did or anybody could dissipate. 

Poggs: You are so right. 

| 

| | | Dulles: Oh, terrible. 
oo. | 

| 
Boggs: Its implications of this are fantastic, don't you think so? | 

A: Terrific, 

Rawkin: To have anybody admit to it, even if it was the fact, I am | ' 5 OS 
suze that there wouldn't at this point be anything to prove it. | 

~<Dulles: Lee, if this were true, why would it be particularly in their 

interest ~~ I could see'it would be in their interest to get rid of this 

ran but why would it be in their interest to say he is clearly the only | 

guilty one? I mean I don't see that argument that you raise particularly 

shovs an interest. 

Boggs: I can immediately —-— 

‘A: ‘They would like to have us fold up and quit, 



- + / 
Mutles: res, I see that. ; | 

/ ‘ 1 ys 

Rawicin: They found the man. There is nothing more to do. THe 

i} . 

| Suepus: his closes the case, you see, Den't you see? 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| Ceucoission supports their conclusions, and we can £0 Gn home and that is | , 

the end of ik. ‘ ! 
1a | | | 

Dulles: But that puts the men right on them. If he was not the killer 
wt “ 

and they employed him, they are abveaey : At, is see. So your argument is 

| 
compart] ££ they we sure that this is going _ close the case, but ii it 

af 

5 

, don't stows the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this. 
| . | . 

ho Boggs: Yes, I wou think so. -And of course, we are all ¢ even _ Reining: 
| 1 | { . Fi 

i in the geadn of speculation. I Aen't even like to see this being taken’ “doun. 
| 

Dulles: Yes. I think this cord ought to be destroyed. Do you think 

OTB re tom Re 
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we need a record of this. 
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A: I don't, except that we id ar ia records of meetings and 
| } 

| so we called the reporter in the formal ane: Cf you think what we have 

e
e
e
 

S
e
 

: said here should not be ape the “SEHR aIAWOTREA Teve it done that way. of 

| couxse it might... . oo an sO Uno | 

Dulles: LT am just thinking of sending around copies and so forth, The 

only copies of this record should be kept right here. 

joees: IT would hope that none of these records are circulated to anybody, 

‘At L would hope 80 too. 

Rewkin: We also give them to you Commissoners. Now if you don't want 

them, those are the only ones who get them but Sides himself: off the record, 

; . END 

DECLASSIFIED i 

E.O, 11652, Sec b45}A) 



, 

t’s Commission Presiden 
a ' 

on the 

Assassination of President Kennedy 

Hart Wanren, Chairman 
Ricwarp B. RusseLL 

Joun Suepman Cdoren 
HALe Bakes 

GERALD R. fron 
Joun J. Mc€uoy 

AuLen W. ies . 

J. Lee Raylxaw, General Counsel 

a 

LP
 

pt
 

PAE TT ROES OMT Re hate aeRO 

AUER Ae AUS UTS 



i | | 

| 

| | ! 
{ ' | 

| | 
| i 

| | 
' { 
i 

| 
1 

| | | 

‘ | j 

| . | | 
aod | ! | | i ty 

| ie 4 | . i 
“t i 

| | ; fj President’s Commission iy 
i ' | : yo 
1 | { | 

| | { ’ ‘ 

‘ ij | on the Ps i te 4 

| PG Assassination of President Kennedy i 
| j + ij 

1 i ' 1 he, 3 : ' 

| EARL WARREN, Chairman . 
|  Ricwaxy B. Russeun » , “ 4 

: ' JOHN SHERMAN CooeEn 
3 HALE Boccs 

GrraLp- R, Forp 
Joun J. McCvoy wo t 

‘ ALLen W. DuLLEs r 
i : 

: J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel | 

| 
| 

| | a 
v 

4 

i} f 
i 

| 

“a | 
i 

| ! 
i! 
i | ' 

{ 
j 

, | 
y | 

a | 
{ 

| yy | 
: 

1 | 

| 
| 

| 

| 
“p | : 

| i { 
= ff i 
if 

BOE ToL NG STi rte tae cae 4 SEARLE SP TE oer 



COPY 
from 

THE NATION? L ARCHIVES 

Record Group No, 222-2 

aoe / ’ _- 

3 
24 t 77 oat 

oe a to AZ L 4 h_ te Soe ws cy os 

7 Phe lanes ew 

Ge ten 4 Pave ay ee 27, 1969



COPY 
from 

THE NATION? L ARCHIVES 

Record Group No. 222-2 

) / _* 
‘ ) 7 ae aye pfsee tit 

At ey AZ ‘ { 

(PETE 
ky 

(owe ttn 0 Fe Rt Kom ty | JO] 
22,1764


