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{ Gentlemen: !
! I called this meeting of the Commission because of something that ;
g developed today that I thouOht every member of the Commission should have E

knowledge of, something that you shouldn't hear from the public before youj

had an opportunity to think about it, T willqjust have Mr, Rawkin tell yoq
the story frém the beginning.

|
i

.
|

f Mr. Rawkin: Mr, Wagner Carr, the Attorney General of Texas, called ne |

at. 11 10 thls morning and said that the word had come out, he wanted to get

it to me at the first moment, that Oswald was acting as an ¥BI Undercover !

Agent, and that they had the information of his badge which was given as g

Number 179, and that he was being paid two hundred a month from September ;
L | i I

of 1962 up through the time of the assassination. I asked what the source |

of this Qas, and he said that he understood the information had been made

available so that Defense Counsel for Ruby had that information, that he |
'knew that the press had the information, and he didn't know exactly where

Wade had;got;ep the information, but he was a former FBI Agent.

;'That:they, that is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so

|
o

phat he vas w1111ng to make the -statement, - ; J f
f

| Ford:‘ Wade is? | | DECLASSIFIED . ¥
i E.O. 11652, Sec &=y »\z §
‘ CA: The District Attorney., — f
j ; | ' 4 o o
P Ford: py ikt 7+ NARS Date_ ;;

Ca;g is the Attorney General. ‘
’ ! BoggS} Right, of Texas. E‘ o

Rawkin: I brought that to the attention of the Chief Justice 1mmed1ate1y,

|
|
:and he said that I should try to get in touch with Carr and ask hlm to brlng

Wade up here, and he would be willing to meet with him any time today or

|

tonight to find out what was the basis oF tbls story. I tried to get Carr |
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and he was out campaigning in Texarkana and so forth, and so it took us quite
(

a while to get back to him and talk to him. I just got through talking to

him and he told me the source of the informatilon was a member of the presé
who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an endercover agent,
lbut he now is coming with the information as to his pafticular number and;
the amount he was getting and the detail.ae to the time yhen the payments‘
started. Wade said he as well as him did not know the name of the informant
|  but he could guess who it was, that it was given to hig assistant, ana he was

i - |
F sure that he knew, and he said he was trying to check it out to get more

s definite information. Carr said that he could bring Wade in some time the f
l first of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this man of the press
| and that they did not think it would be broken by the press immediately,
although there had been all kin%s of stories down there but Carr said thete
were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing the
é press themselves, but this was the first time that he got something definite
~as to how they were handling it or how it could be handled by himself Bgt

I was concerned of an undercover agent. He thought that the press_would not :
[ bring the story without some further proof, and they are working on that qow,‘
‘ he sald So he thought that if he brought Wade back on Monday or Tuesday,

2 x
:that that would still take care of any major problem. When he first told;us,

' he said the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't even gotten |

|
before we could know about it and the Commission would be asked all kindsi‘

1

this from Wade. He got it from another man that the press would bring iﬁ

1

|
| of questions without having information about it. Now he said Wade told
him that the FBI never keeps any records of names,

Mr. Boggs: Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas County?

Rawkin: That is right. st o o T i ' J
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¢ And the other man, Carr, is the Attorney General?
That is right.

And the other people who have knowledge of this story?

> 0 > 0

¢ He iIndicated that the press down there had knowledge of this story,
and that the information came from some informant who was a press repre-

‘sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could guesslwho'it"was but his assistant

|

 knew and he never asked him. They were trying to get more explicit information.

- A: Lee, would you tell them?
|
!
‘Wade himself?

Mr. Dulles: Who were you talking with when you got this information,
| .
j A:. I was talking with Carr.

‘{ Boggs: There is a denial of this in one of these FBI records, as you
;know.

l A: Yes.

f Cooper: In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers for this
jfellow who claims to represent --

Boggs: Thornhill, I think.

|
|

Cooper: Oswald or one of them, Ruby, told about this, do you recalllit,
he said it was being rumored around.

; Rawkln. Yes, it was being rumored that he was an undercover agent. . Now

|

At is something that would be very difficult to ﬁrove out. There are eventﬁ
#n connection with this that are curious, in that they might make it po§51ble
to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI records would ngver
show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, bug we thought;

you should have the information.

' A:‘ Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the circumstances under which

this story was told?

A: Yes, When it was first-brought to my attention this morning —-—
R C e
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t Boggs: What time was this, Lee?

| A: 11. 10.

Boggs: That is after the Ruby episode of yesterday?
¢ That is right.

Yes,

> e

¢ And Mr. Carr said that they had used this saying before the Céurt
i’r.:hat they thought they knew why the FﬁI was so willing to give some Bf
~these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were ing to the
}Defense Counsel being able to get the records and asking.the'Court to

Erule that they couldn't get the@. |

; Q: That is, the District Attornéy was?

I A; that is right, and he sald a number of these records were furnished
by the Texas authorities, and that they should not be given up to the Lafense
;Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby

|wag because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover agent and

T
ghad the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a month
‘and so forth, and that was the way it was explained as his Justlflcatlon to the
';Court as a basis for determining the records and that that was the excuse the
JFBI the reason the FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. That
[1S ‘the way it was developed. Now Mr, Jaworski, who is associated with phe;
‘jAttorney General working on this matter was reported to you before, and |

'] i story, I don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski

|

‘and he sald he didn't think Wade would say anything like this unless he had
some substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, bec?use
he thought it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, to be making such a

claim, and then have it shown that there was nothing to it.
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|

Boggs: No doubt about it, it would ruin many.
A: And Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very competent. We have

complete confidence in him as a person. Now that is the evaluation of the

' situation,

Ford: He hasn't made any investigations himself?
A: No, he has not. )
Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected wilth Wade?
A: No.
Dulles: Talking about Story, just a few minutes ago just telling him I
wasn't g01ng to be down in Texas, I had told him T was going to be down at
the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any importance on his
mind. Maybe he won't offer it to him obviously.
Rawkln' I don't know that it was even brought to his attention;
Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of course, he is not in the hierarchy.
A: Well, T think they were planhing on telling the Attdrney’ Gemeral and

Jaworski.,

Ford: How long ago did they get a feeling that there was some substance to

%the';umors that apparently had been -- T just assumed, and I didn't ask ﬁhem

‘Tthat, that Carr called me and seemed to be in a matter of great urgency at 11:10

this morning, and that he was fearful that they would bring in the papers

before we would even get to know about it, and that is the way he was talking

iand acting about it,

Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the name of the informant?
A: No, he did not.
Q: What then would lead him to think it had substance?

A: Well, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance wag

because Wade had heard these rumors vnnsrantly and his assistant had gotte?

1

MORE
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this information from the informant as to a definite bade number, and the
amount and the date.

Cooper: How would you test this kind of thing?

A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the
fact in it. I am confident that the FBI would never admit it, and I presume
their records will never show it, or if their. recoxds do show anything, I
would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be
agsigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to degcribe
them. .So that it seemed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal boxes
practically every place that he went, and that wduld be én ideal way to get

money to anyone that you wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody else that

" you wanted to do business that way with without having any particular trans- R

action.

Ford: There might be péoﬁle who would see what was going on with that
particular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have means of
ﬁatching in many plaées that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as
to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the 1ndiv1duals that

are going in and out. They da that only when they have an occasion to be:

suspic1ous, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they

-nght also see other things that they just have to note. That is a possibility.

Dulles: What was the ostensible mlssjon7 I mean when they hire somebody
they hire somebody for a purpose. It 1sle1ther. . .« Was it to penetrate the
Fair Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think of where
they might have used this man. Tt would be quité ordinary for me because
they are very careful about the agents they use. You wouldn't pick up a

fellow like this to do an agent's job. You have got to watch out for your!

N MORE
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agents. You have really got to know. Sometimes you make a mistake.

Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both the elemeﬁts of
the Communist partieé. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites
aﬁd with the others. This was a strange circumstance to me.

Dullgs: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don't need
a person like this on the outside. The only.place where.he did any at all
was with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee.

Bogga: Of course it 1s concelvable that he may have been brought back
from Russia you know.

A: ‘If he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the fime
of the assasination, it had to start over in Russia, didn't it, because
didn't he get back in February? When did he get back here from Russia?

A: I think it was February; February of this year.

Q: Of '62. Was it of '62%'

A: Oh yes,.that is right, it was '62,

Dulles: They have no facilities, they haven't'any people iﬁ Russié.
They may have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of
their own in Russia.

A: Yes.

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some people;,.
sometimes AmeFican Communists who go to Russia under their guidance apd
s0 fortb and éo on under their control.

Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the
FBI jis acquanited with rumors too.

A: One of the strange things that happened, and it may have no bearing
on this at all, is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was

undexr observation at least hy the FBL, they.say they saw him frequently, gqould

‘W MORE




8.
walk about the Tumigration Office in New Orleans one day and come out the
next day with a passport that permitted him to go Lo Russia. from my obser-
vations of the case that have come to us, such passports are not passed out
with that ease. ‘
Dulles: Mr., I think you are wrong on that.
A: I could be.

Dulles: Because the passports are issued valid for anywhere except

.speclfied countries. There is a stamp as I recall that says not good for

Communist China, North Vietnan, and so forth. For a long time they had o#
the stamp not good for Hungary. But any. American, practically any American,
can get a passport that is good for anywhere. An American can travel and
Russia is one of the countries that you can now travel to. -

A: Well, maybe you can.

Dulles: You can get them quick. '

A: I think our General Counsel énd I both have some experience in cases
that have come before our Court which would indicate thét that isn't exactly
the fact.

" Dulles: I think in the State Department. . .

A: They hﬁve great difficulty, some of them, in getting a passport tof
gﬁhto Russia.; '

Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Communist . . . .

A: Oh, yqé. ‘ }

Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has'that record in
the files? I don't think that record has ever turned up.

Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any.

A: What record, that he was a defector?

MORE
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Dulles: Yes, I don't think the State Department or in the Passport
Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices.
" That is one of the things we ought to look into.
A: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom

to come back.

Dulles: But it don't get passporé'fiiespor the passport records,
They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They have thelr own
‘ a

r particular system.

A: Yes.

Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in. If they don'%
;find any clue, and they don't according or our record here they don't find‘
;an§ wvarning ;i;e iA ﬁis fiie ;—.they should have a warning clue in his‘fil%
' but as I recall they don't.
i Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had npt supplied the j'
warning. |
Dulles: And the Passpért Office don't on its own ussually go around
and‘inquire..They waiﬁ until it is assigned there. Then they folloﬁ i; ﬂpi
Coqper: This may be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the repprt,;
th; chronology;of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone;to
Texas. They learned from Mrs. Payne: they knew where Mrs. Oswalk was llvi*g.
wThey talked with her. They knew where he was worklng
Boggs: Su;e. That is all in the file,
Cooper: I‘know that. I say they knew where he was working.
Boggs: I ém sure you went over that material that we received a few-

| days ago. You will find the report from the FBI dated back last summer,

and months before that and then months after that, why some agent would

make a report on it. MORE
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Cooper: Sure.

A. I think it was in October.

10.

Rawkin: They had a report on many, they had an agent go and see him

when he was in prison.
Boggs: In New Orleans?
A: In New Orleans.

#

Q: Right,

|

A. And he lied to them before the police. He said his wife was a Texas

girl, and he married her in Texas, and a whole string of stuff, and in Da}las

they had a report prior to that that was definitely contrary to it. 1

|

Boggs: The fellow Butler, who works for the profit organizations tha;

Drx. Oxnard heads to disseminate and tie Communist propaganda to Latin Amep~

ica, is the one who confronted him on tie streets in New Orleans.

Butler. He is a very fine young man.

It was .

. Butler says that thisiwas‘

I krow !
|

the first time that they established that he had been in Russia and that he

had defected at one time and then returned.

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans°

" A. Yes.’

You have that undouhtedly in | your

|
C
' I

Boggs: Of course on that tape -=- I listened to that tape -- he nges‘

\
A: That is right.

Q: The sé@e 0ld stereotyped answer?

A: Yes.

Lhe normal Communlst line, reaction to everything.

Cooper: How do you propose to meet this situation?

Boggs: This is a serious thing.

MORE
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A: I thought first you should know about i1t. Secondly, there is this
factor too that a consideration, that is somewhat an issue in this
case, and I suppose you arae all aware of it, That’is that -the FBI 1a very
explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assa;sin, and they are very
explicit that there was no conspiracy, and they are also saying in the same‘
place that tﬁey are continuing their investigation. Now in my experience of

almost nine years, in the first place it 1s hard to get them to say when you

‘think you have got a case tight emough to convict somebody, that that 1s the

person that committed the crime. In my experlence with the FBI they‘don’;
do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform
prlor experlence that they don t do that. Secondly, they have not run ou?
all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could
probably -- th is not our business, it is the very --

Dulles: 1What is that?

A: They haven't run out all the leads on the information '3
and they cou%d probably say ~- that isn't our business. :

Q: Yesf,

. \ _ . i
A: But they are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy without |

tpose being run out. Now that is not ‘ from my experience with -

|

the FBI.
Q: It isSnot. You are quite right.. I have seen a great many reports.
|
A: Why aﬁe they so eager to make both of those conclusions, both in
the original report and their experimental report, which is such a departure.

Now that is just circumstantial evidence, and it don't prove anything about

this, bpt it raises questions, We have to try to find out what they have to

say that would give any support to the story, and report it to you.

A o~y oam sae g

|




|
|
f; ~ Dulles: O0Oh, terrible.
|
I
|

D‘."..rn 8 o wanad 12‘

? Ford: Who would know if anybody would in the Bureau havelsuch an

arrangement:?
A: T think that there are several, Probably Mr. Belmont would know

every undercover agent.

Q: Belmont?

A: Yes.

|
|

| Q: An informer also would you say? |
J, Az Yes, Iéwould think so., He is the special security, of the divisioq.
I ‘ ’

Dulles: Yes, I know. ‘

A: And he is an able man. But when the Chief Justice and I were just‘

brlefly reflectlng on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and

f
could be established, then you would have people think that there was a

1

consplracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing the Commission
\
\

did or anybody could d1551pate.

Boggs: You are so right.

- Boggs: Ité implications of. this are fantastic, don't you think so?
A Terrif;c.
I : Rawkin: Tq have anybody admit to it, even if it was the fact, I am
éﬁré that thel? wouldn't at this point be anything to prove it 3 |

» !
j Dulles: Lee, if this were true, why would it be particularly in their
|

interest —- T cgould see it would be in thelr interest to get rid of thls

| i
man but why would it be in their interest to say he is clearly the only

gullty one? Iimean I don't see that argument that you raise particularly
ghows an 1nter§st.
| Boggs: I gan immediately --
A:  They would like té have us fold up and quit.
|

RS MORE
e s S

Y TR AN VO TS R T AT (T e

AT VDTN



. only copies of this record should be kept right here.
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|
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Boggs: This closes the case, you see. Don't you see?

Dulles: Yes, I see that.

Rawkin: They found the man. There is nothing more to do. The r
Commission supports their conclusions, and we can go on home and fhat is
the end of it.

Dulles: But that puts the men right on tKem.  If he was not the killeﬁ

and they employed him, they are already it, you see. So your argument is

'cqrrect if they e sure that this is going to close the case, but if it

dqn‘t close the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this. |

Boggs: Yes, I would think so. And of course, we are all even gaining
| :
in the realm of speculation. I don't even like to see this being taken dowp.

Dulles:‘ Yes. I think this reﬁord ought to be destréyéd. Do you think‘
we need a récﬁrd of this,

A: I don't, except that we said we would have records of meetings and
so we called the reporter in the formal way. If you think'what.we have
sgid here should not be upon the record, we can have it done that way. Of

| | : j

course it might. .

'Dqlles: I am just thinking of sending around copies and so forth. The |

i

Boggs: I would hope that none of these records are circulated to aﬁybohy.”
| i ) ' l
A: I would hope so toa. , _ ‘

Rawkin: We also give them to you Commissoners. Now if you don't want |

them, those are the only. ones who get them but Sides himself: off theﬁrecord.f

| \ |1
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I

Cont S ems =nhie ‘ | I
i |

I called this meetfing of the Commission because of something that - ;

/o ©

ceveloped today that I thought every member of the Cowmission should haveJ
|

tnowledge of, something that you shouldn't hear from thd publlc before you

|
ust have Mr. Rawkin itell you

=

will

L

had an opportunity to think about it
the story from the beclnn{ng.

i
!
MNr. Rawkin: Mr. Wagner Carr, the Attorney General of Texas, nalled me

‘ ‘
i s

at 11:10 this morning and said that the word had come out, he wantc“ to-get

1t to me at the first moment, that Oswald was acting as an FBI Undércoverj‘

AgCﬂt and -that they had the information of his badge which was given'as ‘
[

Number 179, and that he was being paid two hundred a month from ertember

cf 1962 up thlough Lhe time of the assassination. I asked what the»soarce

of this was, and he said that he understood the information had been made
available so that Defense Counsel for Ruby had that information, that he
knew that the press had the informétion, and he didn't know exactly where

\ ) |

Wade had gotten the information; but he was a former FBT Agent.
i ’ -

That they, tﬁat is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficieﬁt so
that he was willing to make the statement. |
Ford: Wade 1s7
A:  The District Attorney. ' o |
Ford:' Carr is the Attorney General. ?
! Loggs: Right, of Texas.

Pzwkin: I brought that tolthe_attention'of the Chief Justice immediately,
‘and he said that I should try to get in touch with Carr and ask him to briﬁg
Wadea up here, and he would be willing to meet with him any time today or

tOulQﬂt to find out what was the basis of ths stor y.‘ I tried to get Carr;
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Tand Le was out) canparigning o Yesarbana and so Jeith, onid fo it took ub quite

1

B !
'a while to get back to him and talk to him. I just got thiongh talling to

/ ]
'him and he told me the source of the information was & mewber of the press.

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent,
1 : « |

but he now ig coming wlth the Informatlon as to his pavticular nusber and
%the amount he was getting and the detail as to the time wheﬂ the payuments 5
;started. Wade said he as well as him did not.know the'name of the informa%tu
;but he could guess who it was, that it was given to his assistant, and he éas
| EN - " . |

|

sure that he knew, and he said he was trying to check it out to get more. [
! ' : ST

;definite information. Carr said that he could bring Wade in some time the

.if rst of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this man of the press:.

and that they did not thlnk it would be broken by the press 1mmedlate1y,

falthough there had been all kinds of stories down there but Carr said there

;wére some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing the
l

‘pless thLmselves, but this was the first time that he got sovnthlng deflnlLe

as to how they were handling it or how it could be handled by hlmqelf But

fI was concerned of an undercover ageut.‘ He thought that thé press would not
[ .

~bring the story without some further proof, and they a¢re working on that now,

he said. So he thought that if he brought Wade back on uonday or Tuegday,

|
I

that' that would still take care of any major problem. When he first told us,

Le said the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't even gotten

! :
this from Vade. e got it from another man that rhe press would bring, it

before we could know about it and the Commission would be asked all kinds'
; ; :
pf questions without having information about it. Now he said Wade told

him that the FBI never keeps any records of names.
’ s 3

kMr. Boggs: Uade is the District Attorney for Dallas County?

Rawkin: That is right.

s e E
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| |

0: And the other man, Carr, is the Attorney Ccnar{l? j
]

A: That is right. ' |

/' Q: And the other people who have knoyledge of this story?

. , /
A: He indicated that the press down /there had knowledge of this stor?,
and that the Information came froA some Informant who was a press repre-
sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could guess who it was hut his assistant’

knew and he never asked him. They were trying to get more explicit information.
A:  Lee, would you tell them? ‘|

Mr. Dulles: Who were you talking with wien you got this information,
_ ¢

Wade himself?

Aé' I was talking with Carr.

'BSggsi There is a denial of this in éne of these FBI records, as you 
know.

Az Yes;

Cooper: 1In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers for this
fellow who claims to represent —-

ﬁoggé: Thornhill, I ﬁhink.

~Cooper: Oswald or one of them, Ruby, told about this, do you recall it,
he said it was being rumored around.

Rawkin & Yes, it was being rumored fhat he was an undercover agent. Now
iﬁ is something that would be very difficult to prove out. There are events
iﬁ cénnection with this that are curious, in that they might make it possible

to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI records would rever

show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, but we thought

= B

you should have the ‘information.
A: Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the circumstances under which
this story was told?

A: Yes, When it was first brought to ﬁ} attention this morning —— ,

.

MNARR. .
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Lo Lopdas Whet time was thin, ] e

(‘ o Ar 11, 10.

i
Boggs: Tﬁat is after the Ruby episode of yestefday? o
A: That is right. j
0: Yes. ‘
% A:  And Mr. Carr said that they had ﬁsed this saying before the Court
thét they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing £é give some of 1

these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were ing to. the

Defense Counsel being able.to get the recordérané a;king:fhe Court to '
Cow . . r
rule that théy couldn't get them. . oo : ' !
;‘ | Q: That is, the District Attorney was? _ ._;;tb L 'if
A: That,is fight, and he said avnumber of ;hese récords werevfgrnishéd

by the Texas authorities, and that they should not be given up to the Defense

Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby

was because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover agent and

had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a month

and so forth, and that was the way it was explained_as_his,justification to the
Court as a basis for determining the records and that that was the excuse the
I'BL, the reason the FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. That

is the way it was developed. Now Mr. Jaworski, who is éssociated with fhe

Artorney CGeneral working on this matter was reported to you before, and

';i y story, T don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski

and he said he didn't think Wade would say anything like this unless he had

sorme substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, because .

he thought it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, to be making such a

iclaim, and then have it shown that there was nothing to.ié.f o !
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Lopgs: 1no doubt about dt, i xﬁuld ruin mony. i
|
1
i . |

4nd Jﬁworski is an able lawyer, mature and very cerictent. We haye
; _ |

cowplete confidence in him as a person. RNow that is the cvaluation of thg

/

situation. [

Ford: Hd hasn't made any investigations himself?
A: No, héluw not. ' }
Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected with Wade? E
A: No. | | | : l
Dulles: Talking abont Story, just a fewqmiﬂutéé agd just telling~£imé1.

wasn't going to be down in Texas, I had told him T was going to be down at

the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any luportance on his'

2

mind. Maybe he won't offer it to him obviously.
Rawkin: I don't know that it was even brought to his attention.
Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of course, he is not in the hierarchy.

A: Well, I think they were planning on telling the Attorney General and

|
Jaworski.

Ford: How long ago .id they get a feeling that there was some substance to
the rumors that apparently had been -- I just assumed, aﬁd T didn't ask4them
that,'that Carr called me and seemed to be in a matter of great urgenéy at 11:10
this morning, and that he.was fearful that they would bring in the papers
before we would even get to lnow about it, and that-is the way he was talking
ﬁﬁd acting about it.

Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the name of the infﬁrmaht?
A: No, he did not.

Q: Vhat then would lead him to think it had substance?

A 'Well, he said that the recason he thought it might have substance was

because Wade had heard these rumors constantly, and his assistant had gotten
! g B f'L:-;%:‘.}
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you wanted to do business that way with without having any particular trans-—

|

this ia[uruﬁLion from the inlormant as to a definite bade nuasber, and the

amount «nd the date. ' |
Cocper: llow would you test this kind of thing? . [

. P/
A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establiéhthe

fact in it. T am confident that the FBI would never admit it Jnd T presume
their records will never show it, or if their records do show anything, T
would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be

|

; . Y
assigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to describe

them. So that it seemed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal boxes

~

practically every place that he went, and that would be an ideal way to get

money to anyone that you wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody glséfﬁhat"f

i voe e

action. -
Ford: There might_be‘people who would see what was going on.with that
particular box, Because the postal authorities do watch, they have means of
watching in many places that no one could see. They caﬁ watch.the clerks as
to what they are doing in these b@xes, and they can watch the individuals that

are going in and out. They do that only when they have an occasion to be

SRR NSNS

suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they
might also see other things that they just have to note. That is a possibility.
i

Dulles: What was the ostensible mission? I mean when they hire somebody

ﬁthey hire somebody for a purpose. It is either. . . Was il to penetrate the

Fajir Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think of where

they might have used this man. It would be quite ordinary for me because

they are very careful about the agents they use.: You wouldn't pick up a

fellow like this to do an agent'é job. You have got to watch out for your




- [0 : Lo
| | f Lot | ‘
|

|
. ‘(' agents. You have rc@lly pot to knpu. Suomatimas you make & - iilide. ‘
E | TFord: ﬂe vas playing ball, writing lettcrs to both tiw elc-cnts of
;/ the Coqéunist parties. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites g i / l=ﬁ
| é. and wi%h the others. This was a strauge circumstance to me. g
| Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don't ne%d
i a person like this on the outside. The only place where‘hendid any at %ll
.i was -with thé Fair Play for Cuba Commit;ee.
;31' j Boggs?' 0f course it is conceivable that. he may have been brought 5gck'
| from Russia you know. {
.ff":}\;L A:A.If he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the t}me'r
$2:£ :‘ofi;he aésasination; it had to start ovef in Ruséia, didn't if, becaﬁséﬁ?“: fv7,”3' %
N . : . }s o )
‘} Ididn't he get back in February? When did he get back here from Russia?f. | _é
a : P Y
i A: I think it was February; February of this year. ;
B Q: Of '62. Was it of '627
:; A: Oh yes, that is right, it was '62.
; Dulles: They have no facilitigs, they haven't any people in Russia.
; "They-may have some peopie in Russia but they haven't.any'orgdnizations of
. j ithgir own in Russia. |
'% A: Yes.
Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some people,
? .;sometimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and
} vso forth and so on under their control: = : 3
4 e
Cooper: Of course there are Cumors all around Dallas, of course the 3 i
; FBI is acquanited with rumors too. . i
A One of the éffange things that happened, and ip mgy have no bgaring' i

on' this at all, is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was

i

aw him frequently, could
HORE - :

under observation at least by the FBI, they.say they s
i RS AI < )
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y T walk nlhut the Iimnigration Office in New Orleans one day and come out th’

next day with a passport that permitted him to 20 to Russia. TFrom my obsol-
|
j vations of Lhe case that have come to us, such passports ar# not passad oht
| [ /

with that ease. ¢

! |

Dulles: Mr., T think you are wroné on that, j
A: I could be, ) - o j
Dulles: Because the Passports are issued valid for anywhere exceht |

specified countries. There is a stamp as I recall that says mnot good for

Communist China North Vietnam and so forth. For a long time they had oq

Lhe aLamp not good for Hungary. BuL any American, pracLically any American,

~can get a passport that is good for anywhere. An Amerlpan can travel'and'j‘

.

Russia is one of the countries that you can now travel to.
P , )
vg A: Well, maybe you can,

Dulles: You can get them quick.

A: T think ow General Counsel and T both have some expelience in cases

that have come bef01e our Court which would indicate that that isn't exactly

the fact. Yo B .‘ ' : . c ?“

! EET I A

Dulles: I think in the State Departnment,

A: They have great difficulty, some of them, in getting a passport to

i . 5?§

|80 to Russia; ‘=§

‘ . i

; Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Communlst 5 % e s , i»%
i X

| . by

| . o : ) ‘ !

DY Oh, yes. : E o o : gfﬁ

' gz

' ' Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has that record in { i

! . :

the files? I don t thlnk that record has ever turned up. %

| : ]

§ Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any, o i

: A: What record, that he was a defectox? I I : b 36 5

- ARV S . T _ o ; ;

MORE - 3

H i

Tt e e el




~ days agé. You will find the report from the FBI.dated back last summef,‘

',Tﬁey talked with her. They knew where he was working.
y .

/" Dulles: 7Yes, 1 don't think the Stice Depastment or in the Passport
Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices. ‘ S
That is one of the things we ought to look into.

4: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom
' |

to come back. - . . .

Dulles: But it don't get passport files or the passport records.

They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports., They have their owﬂ"
, |

particular system. " v“ ' o o

A: Yes.

P i

Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in.‘:If they.don'ff

i

.find any.clue, and they‘doﬁ't according or our record hére they:don‘t,fin&f;
any warning clue in his file -- they should have a warning clue in his file
but as I recall they don't. o
Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they hadlnot suppliedvfﬁe_
warning.
Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its own ussually go around
and inquire, They wait until it is assigned there. Then they folléw it ;p.
‘ Cooper: This nmay be off the point a bit, but as I.;e—read the report;

the chrorology of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone. to

Texas. They learned from Mrs. Payne: they lknew where Mrs. Oswalk was living. av o

Boggs: Sure. That is all in the file. . o ‘ i
Cooper: I know that. I say they knew where he was working.

Boggs: I am sure you went over that material that we received a few

1

and months before that and then months after that, why some agent would:

" ] !
nake a report on it.




Coopecr:  Surc. | i |
A. I think it was in October.
Rawkin: They had a report on many,, they had an agent go and see him

/ :

when he was in prison. = = [ ’ ‘ |

Boggs: In New OrlLans? o « ‘ L ;

- .

A: In New Orleans.

Q: Right.

A. And he lied to them befo e the police. He said his wife was a Teias

i

girl, and he married her in Texas, and a whole strlng of stuff and in %allas

i
l
they had a report prior to that that was deflnltely contrary to Fita s }

‘Boggs: The fellow Butler who works for the profit organizations that

‘Dr. Oynard heads to disseminate and tie Communist plopaoanda to Latin Arl'»er—~
I

‘ica, i¢ the one who confronted him on the streets in New Orleans. I knew
Butler. He is a very fine young man. It was.. . . Butler says‘that this was
the first time that they establlshed that he had been 1n Russia and that he
had defected at one time and then returned. You have 1hat undoubtedly in you

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans? }

|

A. Yes.

' . e |
Boggs: Of course on that tape -- I listened to that tape -- he gives

the normal Communist line, recaction to everything.
A: That is right.‘
Q: The same ole stereetyped answer?
A: Yes.
Cooper: How do:you propose to meet this situation?

Boggs: This is a serious thing.

FHORE




" A: 1 thoughe Tirut you should kow about i1t. Secondly, thzre i this
| |
fFactor too that a consideration, that is somewhat an issue in tﬁis ,
| / | ' '

case, aud T suppose you are all aware of it. That is that the FBI is veﬂy ‘ )

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assassin, and they are Vﬁry.
| & 5

b ettt

) . . |-t

explicit that theve wvas no conspirvacy, and they are also saying in the pame
| . .

place that they are continuing their investigation. Now in y experience of

alnost nine years, in the first place it is hard to get them to say when ydu.

. -. . ‘3 ’ L3 ‘ "
think you have got a case right enough to convict somebody, that that is the
. |

person that committed the crime. In my experience with the FBI they don't

-do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform
prior experience that they don't do that. Secondly, they have not run outﬁ'f'

all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could

probably —-- Tt 4is not our business, it is the very --

Dulles: What is that?

A:  They haven't run out all the leads on the information ,
and they could probably say ——- that isn't our business.
Q: Yes.

A: But they are coacluding that there can't be a conspiracy without
those being run out. ow that is not i+ from my experigﬁce with
the ©rBI.

Q: Tt is pot. You are gorite right. T have seen a great many reports.

At Why are they so ceger to make both of those conclusions, both in
the original rveport ;nd their experimeatal report, which is such a departure.
Néw that is just civeuwstantinl, cvidence, and it don't prove anything about

this, but it raises questions. Ve have to try to find out what they have

say that would give any support to the story, and report it to you.
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|

Yord: jWho would lnow il anybody vould ia the  cus.ean ave such an
| . ‘ {
larvangeent?
| ! . iy
//l At L think that there are several. Probaebly lir. Belmwont would know :
/ ]

| |
! | i
every undercover agent. .
| /
| Q: Belmong? . : b
! ! :
j A: Yes., |

| Q: An informer also would you say?

A: Yes, I;would think so. He is the spééiél'seéurity, of the divisio

el

Dulles: Yes, I know.
AE And ' he #s an able man. But when the Chief Justice and I Wereljust

riefly'reflecting on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and

SRS

ould be established, then you would have people think that there was a

)

?onspiracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing the Commission |
‘ .
did or anybody could dissipate.

Boggs: You are so right.

l
|
|
‘[ .
| Dulles: Oh, terrible.

|

|

| Boggs: TIts implications of this are fantastic, don't you think so?
l

; A Terrific,
I Rawkin: To have anybody admit to it, even if it was the fact, I am
| f ! . !
sure that there wouldn't at this point be anything to prove it. i
| b
|

“Dulles: Lee, if this were tiue, why would it be particularly in their

ihtefest == I could see'it would be in their interest to get rid of this
man but why would it be in their interest to say he is clearly the only

!
gQilty one? I mean I dqn't see that argument that you raise particularly
spoxs an interest.

Bogés: I can iumediately ——

‘At 'They would like to have us fold up and quit,




Seown: This closes the cose, you see. Don't you sec? !

. . / :
Ludrles: Yes, I sce that. g | :

[ ! 1 P

/ ! oy

Ravwicin: ~They found the man. There is nothing more to do. THe

Ceucrission supports their conclusions, and we can go on home and that is ||

the OJd of tt‘ ' ' |

\
\
Dulles: BFt that puts the men right on them. If he was not the killef

‘ \
and they empleed him, they are already it, you see. So your argument is

|
correct) if tth e sure that this is going to close the case, but ii it
2 . i
1
E

' don't close the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this.

o ; r '

b ‘ Boggs: Yes, I would fhlnk so. -And of course, ve are all even gaining
- \

]
| i . o

in the realm of speculation. I den't even like to see this be1n0 tqken down.
I

Dulles: Yes. I think this cord ought to be destroyed. Do you think

R e L S ,

SemE

we need a record of this.

. am

1 A: T don't, except that we id We‘ %}d{?%ﬂe records of meetings and
| P

so we called the reporter in thw formal w§y. f vom think what we have

{8

said here should not be upon the fﬁﬁ@@d&ﬂﬁﬁﬂ&éh hgve it dome that way. Qf

LA STV
cource it might. . . . T Mﬂné
| AN, |

Dulles: I am just thinking of sending around copies and'so foFth. Thé ‘ {
5 only copies of this record should be kept right here.

Boggs: I would hope that none of these records are circulated to anyﬁody.
“A: I would hope 50 too.

Rewkin: We also give them to you Commissoners. Now if you don't want

them, those are the only ones who get them but Sides himself: off rthe record,

| : . END

DECLASSIFIED ‘(
E.Q. 11652, Sec bEHH
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