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Castro 'Frightened' MterJF&Killiiig 
NSA Intercept of Foreign Agent Is Among NewlyR¢.leas.ed ~aP.e!s . 

. · ··. 
----'-- ------- . K~nnedy was murdered: Cuban anny · severahirere co~sidered sd stn;itfye . 

By George Lardner Jr. · · and navy units, the NSArecords show, . . even today,that the review board sim-
_ _ _ _ wuhlng1l,o__,~~--S!>ifWi __ r11er____ had already bee'n dispatched to beef . .ply.,,summarized . them )n .jts ;'town 

Cuban Pr~mier Fidel ·castr<i ap- · . up strategic positions around Havana .. words. One ·of these, ftomJaiiuafy . 
peared "frightened, if n9t terrified" : and·on the north coast of the island. , · ;,1964, dealt 'with high-level reactions of 
after the assassination of. President :· On television, "Fidel, ·emotional and .. other foreign· leaders, who, the lnter­
J oho F. Kennedy because. he .felt it •, uneasy, tried .... to refute the accusa- . . cepts. said,·. tended by then· to regard 
might trigger a U.S. invasion of bis . lions which werdhen. appearing and .. the ·assassination· as "the work :of a 
island. . · . · . to twist them so that the assassination · rad\cal fimatic rather· than· a coilspira-

The assessment was sent .on Nov. . would appear as the work of the Ultra . : cy.~./,~· . .. :~ ·1 · -' . · . t·; ·;;. 
27, 1963, to a European natic:m.by one Reaction, of the extreme ·!'3cists of the· · Other; iii~rcepts· tell.eel ,:( · . .' 
ofits agents in Havana and intercepted Pentagon, who are fanatical support- . : progression 10 the thinking of en 
'by the National Security Agency, the . !!ts of war against Cuba and the Soviet·.' · .. Com.mission member] ohn J. . 9y. 
super-secret U.S. intelligence organi- · Union,".tbe NSA-intercepted dispatch .:" Thefirs~·aDec 4; 1963,.messagefrom 
zation. The ·~age report, tode- said. . . . . . · ·· a European ;wbo' .bad:_been .. speaking 
worded TOP. .SECRET DINAR, . was . "Although jtwa·s qnly the third.time with Mc:Cloy,:,,quoteclpkCloyas·stat­
one of dozens . of NSA documents · ·rbad witilessed a speech by Fidel," the · ing "that µ!! ·ha~ seiioiis dou.bts of the: 

. ma;;ublic yesterdar.bi.tlie Assass1: . European. agent reported, . "I got the . credibilitt.of.the,lnv~.tigation t!i date.· · 
. .nati Records Review Board,·a tiny immediate impression that on this . . McCloy,· .the .m~~ge .. continued, · 
agen set up. three years ago to try to occasion he v,,as .frightened, . if not., ."does.'not el.i.triinate. the possibility.that 
obta.5 and make public all 'records terrified.". . . . . ' . . · . the .attempt on Ke0J1edy was.rilaae by 

· related to the 1963 Keruiedy ass'assina- Other officials, the dispatch said, · two persons ... ·· .. ·.:~0·t . 
tion. . expressed surprise at Castro's· "hasty. By lateJan~ary 1964, hQ~ver; Mc- . 

. The first to be obtained from NSA, . . jump into the arena,• but Castro was Cloy, in a conversation with ari Eastern 
the records shed no new light on thei :· plainly worried that the assassination European official; said. that ."froin. ma-
president's murder, but they .offer a wou(d "providethee,ccusewhich up to e: teiials·atbiscfisposal,heW3l!,mOr~and 

. striking, historic g!impse:,at the NSA's ·:how was lac:king'to·justify inteniation- · ·. mote convinced that Oswald.cornqtlt- . 
worldwide. eav~dropping:caI;abilities( ~ · , ally.an invasion .~f Cuba." . ·. . te9 ih1: crime by ruJl!Se!L~:,_ . . .<.'l : · 

According to orie of the·documents, . :. '. The dispute : over .. whose "side Os- "In a· lengthy· monologue; ·:he.con-
in fall 1963' the agency·was.intercept• ,, wald was really. oil . continues to this · deinned accusation's that tne commiS:. .. 
ing an average of 1,000. messages a day, fueled ·by critics;·of the Warren sion intends,dn the .nan:ie .of public 

. 'day. After Kennedy's murder.in Dallas, :. Commission's ·:conclusion·. that 'Os- · interes~ toglosi(o.ver,the evidence of · 
it initiated a compu~ search 'of. all ·: wald, acting' alone,. killed the · pi'esi: · ·the assassination and witli'it:s authority 
available Signals . Intelligence. traffic ... dent In any case, in a 1978 Top Secret ·· 1: suppo.rf the·· [lone .assassin} conclu­
(SIG!Nt) I using ac6ised assassin Lee .: . ; niemo prompted liy the House .Assas- . sions reached by the rnr,•: the review 
Harvey Oswald's name as·thei01afu ,: sination Committee's)nquiries, NSA: . board said iri'surilinarizilig this ,inter- . 
reference point. All U.S.:.Cuba traffic '·~ .. said.that it'had looked lit its records · cept "He [~cC!oyJ will not peini.it any 
also was examined. ·: .· · . . ; .... ~:, ·,' again · and. ·again arid, while there . : distortions . or concealment <if the · 

The two-page . report oir. Castro's · . .'vrasn'.t much to go on, felt . it could· f:acts:• · : : .. .. . · · . :. {·· .. 
reaction de:µt·primarilr .with theJ::u- . · iafelysay:.i :· · . · · · · McCloy's Eastern European listen­
ban leader's televised :speeeh on '.the1 

·: · ')/A-thorough review'has revealed no · er seemed skeptical, stating in his 
eveni.ilgofNov. 23, ~96;1. ip:the:wakeof · ,.intelligence material revealing or sug- ·message back hoine tha("McCloy's 

· report.'I about O,swald's arrest, . his . : gesting Cuban involvement.in the as- . statements. corifirin the .o'pijiion. that 
p~as~o credentials and lils ~re-as- sassination of l'c§dent Kennedy.• ·· the c_iimmlssion is !U~ly ~terested in 
sassrnation attempts to geta ,visato:.'· .,.Most of. the~ documents : provmgthatllieassasstnationwasnot 
Cuba. By nightfall on Nov. 22, the.day ' released yesterdaywere censored and . 1inkedwiUr anyforeign.ceiiters::• - --- -------------:__ . . . . . . 
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