
edy cena 

‘that.sihiee “* “an ‘people do 
Not. want-to use troops to, remove a 
“Communist regime. only 90 mites 
away; ‘how. cant ask them to use Lean testify. 

tially true: : ae ~ Shortly after the Bay of Pigs, Pres 
jent Kennedy sent W. Averell Harri 

“man to head ‘the Geneva riegotiations on, Laos, 'Hérrinian ‘was fond of say- 
ing that he got the instractiaiis for six, Months of negotiations in a'tive-min- le telephone’ conversation, “AN fly T-28'S to. these. people’ want’ me to go for’ a &'— "covertly, in” military’solution it ‘ennedy, ‘South told Harri is impossi ble Wh: do-is-find- 
Politic: 

more aid in 1961, Kennedy sent. Gen: laxwell D. Taylor and Walt W. Ros. ‘ow to Vielnam to investigate, They recommended net only an increase in 
Vi 
home: a 

aid and advisers, but also 18,000,U.S. combat troops. Kennedy approved of. 
the! aid.and ‘advisers but refused 10. 

a 
he Said: on. this 

3 the “United 
it ust keep a low pra- 

Ife In'Victnam 30 we can repotiate its 
heitralization as we had in Laos! 
“When he patised for breath, Lpoint- ~ ‘Sect our hha’T had tio‘authorty to deny 
ajgefierat permission to visit Viemam _2littactakad noteven 

send ‘troops. According’ to. Roswel 
Gilpatric, the Deputy. Secretary 
‘Defense; even ‘sending a 
done reiuctantiy., ‘ 

President, Kennedy 1s sometimes 
quoted: as citing the so-called domino 
theory that if South Vietnam felt, the 

sst-of Southeast Asia would, follow. 
But the quote is taken out of Context, ‘was in answer to..a.question not - ‘about troops or fighting, but about ¥éhy Kennedy continued to send Viel- ram. economic and military aid. 
Arthur Schlesinger-J1?, in his book 

“Robert -Kennedy and, His Times,” sistant Seerelary Of — documents: Uther’ episodes. showing or Far Eastern Affairs. |. President ‘Kennedy's: determination.” Rowen Kennedy tek “office, Lads ‘not to let’ Vietnam become an'Ameri- x = was: tie hot Spot, and’ the de| me Was When Gen. Douglas 

; MacArthur told him it.would.be foot © Istito fight again in Asia and that'the. Dfoblem should be-silved at the diplo- toatié table, Later General Taylor Said:that MacArthur's views made “a “hell of an impression on the: Prestdent “Siae80 that whenever. he% 

irom ‘te or.anyoné else, he'd say, ‘Well, now, you gentlemen, jou go back and convince Genéral MacAr: 
thur, then I} be convinced. © 

Referring.io ihe recommendation troops, 10. remove ‘one -9000 miles'“ that Taylor and Rostow made-ta send « {roops, Taylor said: “The Jast ting he: [Kennedy] wanted was'toiput in ‘our-ground forces. . .. Iidon't recall anyone wha Was sirongly against {the 
recommendation}, except. one, man 
and that was the President.” 

In’ press conference in March 
$962, Kennedy said that senditig com- 
bat (roops would be “a basic change 
+s which calls: for a’ constitutional 
decision, [and] of course | would £0 to 

>the: Congress.” : 
In July 1982 Kennedy ordered De- 

fense Secretary Robert. McNamara 
to start planning for the’ phased with: 
drawal of U.S. military’ personnel from Vietnam, but it was. riot until 
May 163 that the Pentagon produced 
a'plan. Betore his tragic death in an airplane trash, McNaughton, 

was deter- 
nbeconie-an! 

a he was de-! 
(6 Sete U.S. conIbat 

troops: (as" opposed’ 16“advisers): to 
fight in Viettam, not.J0; bomit, North “Vietnam. This does‘ not “prove he 
would have. withdrawn completely, 
including the 16,506 advisers. Howe 
ér, the record's clear. thal he hiad laid 

_.tté groundwork for doing so, Shortly 
“before his death, he took the first siep 
‘by ordcritig the: first’ 1,000. advisors 
homes) 3 ROGER HILSMAN 
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