cven though they employed more respectable language. Earlv m 190
they handed Johnson a series ot suggestnions that then seemed draso - b
he would gradually adopt many of them

[he jome chiets pretaced their plan with an mflated version of o
“domino theory.” South Victnam was “pivotal” to America’s “world
wide confrontation” with Communism, and a deteat chere would deal
blow to U.S. “durability, resolution. and trustworthmess™ throughoo
Asia as well as crode “our image™ in Atrica and Laain America. Given o
importance, the conflict could not be confined to South Vietmam, wher
“we are tighting . . . on the enemy’s terms’ and under “selt-imposc!
reserictions.” The United States should undertake “increasmgly boldes
measures, among them, joint actions with the South Vietnamese to st
air strikes and commando raids against North Vietnam, and flights ove
Cambodia and Laos to gather intelligence. American combat forc
might also be necessary. But above all, a U.S. commander must assuii.
“the actual direction of the war.” In short, they were ready to "Amen
canize” the struggle.

Johnson subscribed to the adage that “wars are too serious to
entrusted to generals.” He knew. as he once put it, that armed torc
“need battles and bombs and bullets in order to be heroie, ™ and that the
would drag him to a military conflict if thev could. But he also ki
that Pentagon lobbyists, among the best in the business, could persu
conscrvatves i Congress to sabotage his soaal legislation unless |
satisticd their demands. As he girded himselt tor the 1964 president
campaign, he was especially sensitive to the jingoists who might bru
him “soft on Communism’ were he to back away from the challenge
Victnam. So, politician that he was. he assuaged the brass and the brao
with promises he may have never intended to keep. Ara White Hou
reception on Christmas Eve 1963, for example, he told the joint chicts . ¢
staff: “Just let me get elected, and then you canhave your war.”

At the same ume, though, Johnson was loath to alienate old fricnd
like Senator Richard Russell of Georgia, who had coached him duii,
his carly days in the Senate, and Mike Manstield, his successor as Scna

majority leader. He genuinely admired them, and he also counted .

their support to promote the Great Soctety. He could not ignore tho
concerns about the.growing U.S. mvolvement in Vietnam. In partico
lar, he histened to Manshield, a former professor of Asian history whe

after all, had been mstrumental in pushing tor the ongimal American

commitment to South Vietmam a decade betore. Now the course

cvents troubled Manshield, who voiced his anguish to johnson in privas
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s fonversations . memor 5—]

o Cdr“C?“ nd memorandums—juse as he had cautioned Kennedy 4
Man?ricld agreed with the joine chiefs of staff th
bcoic:lnfl\l;gi to South Vietnam. But while they favored its extension nto

H I(?.[n;llﬂ, Cambodia, and Laos, he warned o :
conflict fl)lght spread to include China, thereby L'ru{l:)i}::;otl;lct}Bflit[}‘]é
B8 States V‘\"lfj‘l ll]l;ISSi\"C costs.” A “deeper mulitary plunge” neither \vas't'
the U.S. “national nterest” nor would “settle the question o

,

at the war could not

R i ‘ : : he argued:
r :‘n.cd to “enlarge the morass in which we are now already on th
verge of indefinite entr: ene. sfic i
mcgd i definite entrapment.” As an alternative, Mansfield recom
-mended an “as 1 atic offensive” : . )
; ”L( N Castute diplomatic offensive” based on President Charles d
aulle’s recent s for . ' o
ol ru;nt appeals for a neutral Vietnam, and he urged Johnson to
sohat French help even if this | :
if this approach offere “fan 1 3
bore » pp cred only a “faint ghmmer of
On Jul 965, 1 st-di
’ fJ ldy 27(.i 1965, in a last-ditch attempt to change Johnson’s mind
anstield and Russell wer 1 ’
¢ to press him again to “conc
el an issell P aga 0 “‘concentrate on
- g}z] Wway out™ ot Vietham—="a place where we ought not to be,”
L l] W s ‘¢ s e - 3 7 - : s o ) )
i ;:rc the situation is rapidly going out of control But the next
da :d his ! [ ' "
: y,bjo nson announced his decision to add torty-four American con
at battali c relat > .
" ttlbhonsito the relatively small U.S. contingents alrcady there. [He
ad not been deaft to Manstield's : |
: : cld’s pleas, nor had he simply swal
- an nply swallowed the
}% B plans.'Hc had waffled and agonized during his nineteen
- months in the White House, but eventually this w
As he would later explain: “There are many

as his final judgment
many people who c:
recomn ise, and a f ] e
o 1end and advise, and a few of them consent. Bur there is only one
w g 1 |
0 has been chosen by the American people to decide.”

5 Early'm December 1963, Ho Chi Minh and his senior comrades i
. Hanoi assembled to evaluate their past accomplishments and chart ti ‘l‘”
¥ future s'tratcgy. Though they shared the conviction that Vietn i
- be reunited updcr their acgis, they were unsure how to proceed. A new
group.- had scized power in Saigon and a new administration h';i ;
- over i Washingron. ( -

am must

As couched in their Jargon, they anticipated a

i -
; ltfa.l,]s,lt.loml pcriod that entails complex forms and methods of strug-
- gle.” True, ic Vietcong msurgency had made strides within rcceit
1' months._havmg benefited from the turmoil that convulsed South Vie

nflm during Diem’s final days and right after his collapse F , H KE_
Viewpomt, however, the pbrospects ’ ol tpts

W ranie

of rapid victory were stilj 4
Peasants ) I ‘ et o
s throughout South Vietnam were abandoning the hated sera
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