(//H/}Mﬁ Z, THE THOROUGHLY TERRORIZED COMMISSION

Tanthmg 77
After Varren opened thauiemergecj session by telling the memberd, "I called this

mneeting of the Commission because of something that happened today" -ené he turned it over

to hanknn,aﬁd Ranklg reported his phone call from barv that morning, Rankin could not avpid
i f}/]
disclosing that zt was not #EEEXEEEHX anJ means a secret,mzXimx thus against establish-
Court of Inquiry
ing that except for the fear the Texané might de something about it, nothing had

"happened" that day . Peginning in the second line of the seconfi page of this transcéript
"the source of the information"
Rankin reported that Semrdkwxsenreexemxihexpemmet that Oswald had worked undercover for the

FBI was the presse He said the press hadf25 to 7 9 40 "different versions" of this storys
y Dl 2Le ’
For all the secrecy and Varren's statement that it has "developed" only that day,

on the third page pfl the ttanscript Boggs and Cooper reveal that they knew about this

e before Warren informed them, Boggs from an FBI report denying it and

rebof%ﬂ—
Cooper from "one of the lawyers for this fellow," Jack Ruby."(Joe Tonahill's names is
misspelled in the transeript as "hornhill." i), whose source was said to have been Oswald
or Buby. But none of Ruby's lagwyers interviewed Oswald and there is no way Ruby could
have known of that report because he was in Jjaile

Of the report Rankln volunteored the 1ncorrect %nformatlon that "the FBI records would
1D EBL night G e “Sid~ D =I5 Lo Lendfls_coes

“hever show 1t" if it Was truc. txue. Zhscriﬁ%, page 3){At the very least the FBI office running

any informant and FBIHQ do have records on each and every informant. From my examination
of a great number of FBI records relating to its informants this is certain.

First the field office must obtained FBIHQ permission to use the prospective informant
for a péfiod of probation, usually about six months, Whether or not the informant survives

the probation, each contact with him is recorded on a special form for that purpose and on
edanpilc (504A%7€¢47 7
it an evalvation qf the information is reported. There'ls a file\Tor each of the different
}{/&' ‘ M ®e g fo
kinds of informamts polltwcal or crininal, File Numbené 134é¥%abel%ed ”Secur1ty Inf rm%nts")
\On Whal b Du PV ty eyt
-a2d Yile Number 137, gL;be%ied "Criminal Informants," If the information obtained is raciall,
70 E AT ST )y 71;L’f776?1b&)
it is filed as "L%?o“‘E_irew_ﬁi_ﬂaiie¥ss——1¥1l~ﬂhlegie #%  pepresents "Security-related

Classification" of the file é%%z@yﬁw'source is the FBI'd official list of its file clagsifi-

catlonég>
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They ayé/iaéntifications that/avpid giving the informer's actual FBI number or his

name, The neaningful identification, by the correct number or name, is on a separare
- 4
8 et N it phat e e ¢
/ ; L .
sheet or shéts at the % end, where that page 00 Jages can easily to :OQGChc¥ Thus
ﬂ /

J_

+thr BBT can distribute the information without identification of ité scurce or gdéurce

. AP an 5 5 S e
But to itself it can always identify its sogrcg/%ézlocus from its own LLleS¢

or ihﬂm
These scurces arce used in what the FBI refers to as Letterhead TTx This is be-
;,g’M\ »
cause tvheir first page mns on nlﬁﬁT letterhead. Qr‘them?ﬂhen Ihisx LH's are distri-

- . . . 5 ; ;
ﬁuted, the actual identification of thekBIl's informer is withheld. This is simplified

by hafing them on a separate sheetgat the end that it merely removed from the LHM,
8

It may very well be that %Q after eight years as Soliticor General of the United
~
States the FBI never z trusted Rankin with 4e actual idenitifications ofqﬁh 37 sources

~ B only substitute for
and infen informerd, In that everst he is T lvar with the "W”JEEEUGT\Q@>¢ef"ZEEnulf¢cab1on.
e .
it secms unlikely that by Janusry 22 184 19§é§ after getiing FBL LHlls for almost
/
=1 ankin was not aware of this old ¥BI skistem o%{01 tecting its sources,

e
two nonths, ™=
e,

If hevas not, 4w he should have been,

Inside the ¥BI, where the correct symbol isze seen- and not all inside the I'BI see it—
the correct number discloses immediate the FBI office for which the informer works and

the kind of informing he does.

. 1

Bach symbol beging th the stendard abbreviation for the IBI office, in two letters.

N

It then has four digitse. They are followed by one or more letters. NY12%4C thus tells

pdralle

those who see the actual symbol replacem nt for the informer's name know vnmle@%ﬂ~ that
the informer if.of the lew York office and is a criminal informqpﬁt ﬁhS” iz used to

1" il

indication "security." "Security" is the FBI's avoidance of using the word "political."
But in each and every instance the FBI knows who the informer is who is represented
by any kind of number, real or temporary. Otherwise its informer system could not and

would not work.
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To put it another way, the uay’iﬁ/}whlch what Rankin did in mlsreplesnbggg to the
( ‘ /LC f&@/ﬂi&z&zﬁz TW//% ,/l( A nwﬁu’ 2 44%&4/ (ZL /17 ritsie //Mn«

whether Oswald had been -an FBI 1nforma;RRankin told them it would not be possible to
learn the truth when in fact the IBI could have, if honest, reported the truth quite
Mot ptends i wel] ast 7 e,
rapidly FBIHQ has and—preserves the Tequisite=reserds,
Dullies also sought to play the whole thi?g dowm, First he asked what use the FBI
could have had for Oswald as an informer, snswering in part that it could have beeﬁ{
penetrate the Fair Play for Cuba.Committee," which is farcical, and then he added what
is utterly ridiculous, that the FBI would not use "a fe%low like this, " or Oswald,
because "You have got to watch cut for your agents," here referring to informers, not
- agents, because "You really have to know. Sometimes you make a mistake," feontinved
Amé@(Transcrlpt pagé{é§;7
- sgme of
Other memberé_afgaiiﬁé@/those the FBI uses as informers more accurately and poigtédly -
at the Janvary 27 executive session, as we shall see,
Dulles' factually incorrect addition to Rankin's statement that is the complete
opposite of reality helped persuvade the commissioners that, as Rankin had told +them,
the FBI not only would not know— it would, if it did kmow, not tell the Commission

e Drme Weirdbig wh gtgdes
the truth., This had the effect of convince st—teast some—what later said 1t\%had?uhe1r

W“"”” G Bt Lahlod Ly ddedh
task—was 1nsolub1e Giaren-Ghe PBI“$>th@ﬂ¢ to be honest, uhejkﬁgé~ﬂg_;;a1 task at all, They
,&ﬁ%’l&/m saLapioh o P jﬁf\_@/
need only have asked tHe I ut without undertaking to learn the ¥BIL's practises the

(b/l/" ~/1) alo
Commission was not in a p051“555“5675ii73ﬁﬁm15nd ulth% these childish beliefd soon

convinced itself that it could never learn the truth and would have to accept self-serving
statements,

Ford them made a correct a%é/a significant observatihon, that Oswald Zt'"was writing Ze
letters to both" the Commingsts and the Trotskyites(transcript, page 7). Ford found that
"strange." It was a clue that shauld have been followed and Wasn't0 Ogwald could not have
gimultaneously adhered to the beliefsof bothe

, D
Dulles then noted correctly that the FBI had peoplge inside those parties and had

af Need for an Oswald in any such functions (Transcrgpt, page 7)



When several members identified only with an A or a Q wondered whether Oseald could
have served the FBI when he was in R;ésia, Dulles informed them that the FBI "have no
facilities and have no people in Russia,” other than"Americen Communists who go to Russia
under their guidance, but they hqvem{t any organization of their own in Russia.!

That ended that conjecture and anI%’A (s%ill on transcript page 7 and continuing
onto page 8) noted "the strange thing ihat happened" when Oswald, "who is a defector,"
could apply for a passport " in Yew Orleans and come out wikth the next day with s
pagsport." That A[ ‘tﬁ;ﬁ&mmiiégggé;;;;;;igiias;xsald that- "from my observations of +the
case(s) that have come to us, s&chfﬁééiéﬁﬁr passpé%%ts are Qét passed out with such ease."

Thisﬁis quiteytrue. I went into how unusual it was for anyone but particularly for

one with Oswald's past to get an overnight passport in Whitewash.(See pages 124,126,

127, 128, 130, 131=2 and 200, where 5 reproauccd uhe New Orleans teletyped requet81n5f§%;:1
passports of the State Bepartment) Although "NO" was written after Odwald's name and his
alone, tﬁe State Depariment's explanation to the Commission is that NO represented New
Orleanse When the request was from New Orleans noting- "NO" on it to identify New Orleans
obaviously wag not necessary‘ Optuit! 4197ML/17/ /¢4 4”/4%7&7K/FZU¢@4¢444Q7/

Dulles told bhat A T think you are wrong on that"(o%ﬁranscrlpt page 8)and follo. Wed
that with the non sequetur, that passports are good- for ' 'anywhefe except Spe01f1e£/countr1es”
that had nothing to do with EEE}Z’CGDulOﬂ speed, overnight, that Oswald did get his passporte

Wpile that may-have been only coincidence, the Commission-never conducted any in—
vestigation so it could learn the truth, P

-4hd those of us-old enough. to remember may recdll that vithholding passports for

political reasons-then was not- vicommon,

When Pulles saidvab%ht passports, "You can get thém quick" andéAl@ho had to have
been Varren responded, "I think our Genersl Vounsel and--I zzmx both have some experience i
in cases that have come before our-@ourt which would-indicate that. isn % exaccly the facte
eooThey have greaﬁfggéqdifficulty, some of them getting a passport to go to Russiae"

The fact is that wnder regulations Oswald'$: name should have beeﬂ;érflagged in the

oot L4
e N . M- i) .
possport office in the event he applied for/a/ﬁgssport@ The State Yepartment later told the
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not Commission not to worry about that overnight passport = it hed merelt goofed - three

times on a single application!dnd that by one considered a defectors

After Dulles got tired of making light of this end the others stoij@d disagreeing

with him Copéer brought them back to the reason for that emergency executive session. He a

asked, "How do you propose to meet this situation?" Boggs folloawed him sayitg, "This is g

serious thinge" §E§anscript, bage 10.) 4nd this, beginaing at the top of page 1@ %% the
transcript, i¥ where they finally got down -morc or less at least -to the business atbhande
The Pantagon stenotype transcriber missed a few words, -failed to get the names. and made a

correctable mistake but their great fear of the FBIL and-their-correct understanding of what

the FBL had done to them is explicits

A? I thought first you should know about 1it. Secondly, there 1s this
[;AZC\VV}/ ,kj:}’—“” factor too that a /Zlmv/h/ consideration, that is somewhat an issue in this

} cage, and T suppese you are all aware of {t. That is that the FBI 12 very

explicit that Oswald 4s the assassin or vas the assassin, and they ara very

explicit thatk there was no conspiracy, znd they are also saying in the sans

place that they are continuing their investigation. Now in my experlence of

almost nine years, in the first place it 1s hard to get them to say when you

think you have got a case tight enough to convict somebedy, that that is tha

person that cenaitted the crime. In my experience with the FBI they don’e

do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform

Secbndly, they have not run out

prior experience that they don't do that.

all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could

probably == It is not onr buslness, it 1s the very -=

Dullke, What is that?

| ; "—TFE;/haven t xun out all the leads on the information

and they could probably say -~ that isn't our businass.
T [?zvthujj

Yes.

[Qﬁ\/ Lut they ‘

¥
are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy without

“those being run out. ¥ew that is not /')//)”/E/ from my evpnrinnce with

the ZBI. Co e A
(OwblesT ) e
; C’Q:AIt net.  Ycu are quite right., I have seen a graat many beporss. e
(R i - o
! 4{ lwhy are they so eager to make both of thoss cer c‘uqir'f;‘bo:h in

Lo é/&WW/

he orlgliral report and their exper ental report. unich is

ch a departure.
Now that i3 just circumstantial LVidLECG, anJ it don't prove anything atout

Z e
< this, but it raises questions, Lvﬂ'/ﬂ/)we have to try to find out wha

gflsay that would give any support to the story, and xeport, 1t to you.
ATy



The terrified Rankin spelled it outs the FBI had decided that there had been no con—
spiracy, that Oswald was the lene assassin, without having run out all the leads indicating
that there had been a -conspiracy, but if the eminences of the Presidential Commigsion, with
all the powers granted them by the President, at least on paper, opened their eminent -
mouths to utter a peep the FBI would tell them that- solving the ehime or knowing what the
BT supposedly was doing to that end was none of the business of the Presidentialjgpm-

. & ol ;
migsion! wa0¢4&4%d2%2lﬁdu%7‘%7ﬁ7

Remember the purpose'of‘%hisféiégﬁtive session, to congider whgt-thevCQmmiss%pnlyould ,
(i Thio he /"1/;/.-'("’ fo sysiiedle,
do about the reports that Oswald had been an FBI undercover-informeﬁtiﬁ-eva%ua%iﬂgrﬁﬁgﬁ

Rankin could have had in mind when hé asked why the FBI was "so eager to make both these
conclusions," no conspiracy and Oswald as the lone assassin, when it is, as Dulles had
already stated, "such a departure" from FBI practiseégRankin-added that it "is just cir=

1
cumstantial evidence," of what he did not say and wasn t asked, "and it dontt(sic) prove -

anything about this (Oswald as working for it) but it raises questionse" s
dar- A They yuper el -
A XA N 03 . ° 7 o 1 _ . B ~ /Z\('/r,/ﬁ "b
The staff had to find out, he said, and ¥" report it to you." They never,diaq AL T .
Beginning at the top of Page 12 there was discussion of Ford'y question, "Bh Who would
/
know if anybody would in the Bureau have such an zrrangement?" Ford was so uninformed. he
assumed that someone in the FBI could have arranged for Oswald to be an informer for it

entirely on his own. That is not possible. The Rankin brogght them back to the earth that

/l
was quaking under them:\ Butwhen the Ghief Justice and I were just

P ~
by )
1 . / : ) o T3 . . .
!/W/&Mé“/{ : w reflecting on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and
4 '
l /‘/(][/m ( , “ rould be esteblishad, then you would have pecpla think that there was a
{ conspiracy to accemplish thi&ﬁfﬁésassinatio:m that necthing the Commissien
Y
—_— . )
T ¢id or anybedy could diszipate.

And>£ﬁis is an admission that the Commission began with the ﬁéI'é.own determination;
to cogﬁiude that there had not been any conspiracy:kéﬁ‘Then Rankin added that if it was
believed that Oswald had worked for the FBI it would not be possible to convince the country
that there had been no conspiracy!
l ',ﬂ' ¢ /myg,)yfz/imp}p

L . [, AP . ) ) g e L .
n plain Engyish, -k was not going to investigate the crime Fwt and it mas going to

conclude there had been%no conspiracy, that Oswald was the lone assassin but if it was

Lz



established uhat Oswald had worked for the FBI they would not be able to getaray with

any Iteport that said there had not been a conspiracye

Boggs told Rankin, "You are so right." Dulles added, "Oh, terrible.

Boggs continued, "Its implications of this are fantastic, don8t you think so?

Ay representing Dulles, agreed:"Terrific." (BEEEX AR SR X RBTEBEE

?ﬁe day this was transcribed thé Eemat Pentagon much have been fresh out of
exclamation pointss

Af%er Rankin said still again "there wouldn%@ be anything to prove" that Oswald had
worked for the FBI and Uulles tried to argue what as not relevant in support of the FBI, sying

saying he 8id not "see the argument" Rankin raised, jjoggs interrupted to say "I can T
4 ) . /1

mediately ZA —— ;/bnly to b interrupted in turn by Rankin, who tpold Dulles what ljoggs

had in mind, “HeEBT "@ould"They (the FBI) would like to have us fold up and quit."

Boggs then (at the top of Page 1%) pitched in with, "This closes the case, you see.

Don't you see?"
Dull-s then, having little real cho:ﬁe, responded., "Yes, I see thate"

Rankin continued ex plalnlg%the obvious to the former @hlest//fook of alls

l¢Umv 7]0M
"They fﬁ#hd_ygy'man. There is nothing more to do. The Commission supports their

onclusions, and we can all go home and that is the end of ite

QMAKQL.Eade still another
Nﬁ""ﬂﬂ_——ﬁf¥éﬁ still andther attempt to poohpool all this for the FBI Boggs said, "I don't even

like to,ee this being taken down"(by the court reporter)
L —
Dgﬁles grabee grabbed onto that, agreeing and saying,"I think this record ought
to be destrpyed. Do you think we need a fecord of thisg"

What he obviouslg mﬁght was do we vant antying like this kicking aound to be discla9%£

!
déscovered and published,

The ansver attributed to A has to have been by Warren hbecause he agreed that the
record should be destroyed, as Rankin could not doo/}é added that the Commission had
Fleaf L l/f/’ﬁ"rv{/ /
already “"said i Thetwsmruweld have records of the meetings and so we called the reporter in

- . o L .
the formal way. If you think that what wé& have said here should not be upon the record, we
'

can have it done that waye Of course it mighteeo'



/r.,r/]/i/!/ \/Yﬁ/
Dulles, StllL dﬁ%vanr hard, as some might think not entirely for the FBI but also

for the OIA?E%%%QEEEﬁ'drove home another restraint and restriction, saying,"The only
copies of thisrécord should be kept right here,”

Boggs has another worry: "I would hope that nime of these records are circuldted to
anybody."

4, whose identity has to be guess, added, "I would hope so 00" Meanifyﬂthat nobody
would ever see the record they had just madee

Rankin explained about these transcripts that they were given to the Commissioners and
"if you don§L<Want them, those arz the o ones who get them but Sldes himself,"(Sic)

o fhe /téW%/y
] His last words, the last wof_g_aEE€E§a“then, are L/ff the record." Immediately under that
the court reporter noted "ENDY,

REwsi#8XH Howevery that executive session did oontinue, albeit "off the record," as
Bulles proposed and the others agreed tg)for thé{%st of the hour and a ha%é not tkaen up
by these iz pages ofdouble-spaced typing, for more than another hour at the least,

So, the panic~strické@§ Commigsion, shocked at the report that its only candidate for

_emergency
assasgsin had worked for the FBI, gathered in TOP SECRETiexééﬁ%ﬁge session to-decide what
to do ahout that report, wound up neither considering not deciding what to do, confessed ¥
that it lived in terror o% the FBI, which had already decided for it what it would
pretend £ o be deciding for itself but actually would be what the FBI wanted it to decide
and then, recognizing the importance of its admisshon thé%riﬁﬁérbefore it held its first
hearing it had already decided, without any investigation at all, that there had been ..

i el 1 7 Fhen A <
no conspiracy, theﬂdeciééd to destroy th%é zecord and suppress all edhers

g Wl
But they did, fortunately, overlook Ward & Paul's gtenotydist's tape! 0/ M/{(”ﬁ\ b

’ 'Lﬁ 7\< ’\Lu{/bﬂ

Thén it was transcribed for me it became apparent that the one thing not discussed &t
that executive session is the one thing for which under emergency conditions it was convoked:
to sdeeid deeid deliberate ahd decide what to do about reports that Oswald had worked for the FBI
as an undercover agente

Instead five of the seven members of the Warren Commidsion edmitted that they began
been

with the determination to find that there had no no conspiracy, which means with the

e
preconception of Oswald' s lone guilt, and then recogniveffbw disssterous it could be if
P P s
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any word of that got ouf, decided to destroy the reLord they had mdde of all of thate )

fﬁu A dhat- with The clretio ond Wﬁ(ﬂm Le abiinis ﬁ%yj‘,w W%g"ng% hean zc/{’(y Thea!

They did decideft tc go off the record and théy remained off the record from the
records L have. ’ aprears that in the intensity of what folloWed\yedering the reporter
not to take any more of whg% theysaid down and as happened separately, they ordered that
what agas taken down not be "written up/%ged typed.

For any doubting spocrks, kooks or %iehard Commission apologists and defenders I cited

N A the . :

some of my documentation, enough to &tbaltisith~eh basic facts(é?z'7Ljvfbl/l/%féll

The executive session of January 22 was to have been Volume 5 of the Ward & Paul
Transcriptse on the log of these franscrupts X% this entry is lined thg?hgh and the spaces
for pesting » ~ are
Eﬁfﬁfﬁé%iai relating to delivery i blank,

The next Ward & Paul job for the Commission was the January 27 executive sessions ;t
became Volume 5,

—

The court reporter was sent to take the January 22 session down was named Cantor.

His first page number was to have been 127. That aumber was then sssigned to the
Januray 27 transcripte

Instead of the records of page numbers and copies made that line of the form identify=
ing Cantor as the comrt reporter has webi_weibe written in those spaces, "no write up—
reporter'éi%é£5§~ﬁbtes confiscated by Commigsione'", ~ . /1~Lgﬁv ,

1):114’- LU’IL(\/{’/C’/‘! m l(//iv?{l,r{/d'% L/V o '(! /f/

dnd, relating to whal iz said-in-the—preceecding ebapter, that Rankin had not arranged

Tor the court reporter to make a verbatim transcript of Russell's disagreements with the

3 ¢
basic conclusion of th e Report, the last tome Ward & Paul proviced a court reporter to

the Commission was ?hree days earlier, on September 15.

Thow cnnd pepad g necndy Do

_e%ésmhe;@nci$ed algo establish what will is=time interest us, that
Rankin also avpided having any court reporier present to take down the exact words of
the Texans he asked to come to Washington amidst the secrecy it was impossible to keep from
the FBIL, Between Janvary 21 énd January 27 or between Voluges 4 and 5 there was no transcript
and no reporter other than the abused Cantor was sent to the Commission. (Rankin paid the

) 7.
firm a disgraceful $25 only for the time of that reporter, Cantoq>c?qu %ﬁJ¢T”W“?/b”%n¢émgyﬁﬁéjz

If readers are sthked by this eMposure of the actual Shenanigans of the eminences
Lo/ T
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pdethie Presidential Commission assigned to solve that crime and report on ity as L

bedieve all readers should be, they ought not lose sight of the fact, whether from shock
or indigation, that this was in fact not atypical, that it was in fact the way the Commission
avoided investigating the crime itself while pretending to be conducting a diligent and
careful investigation, as its Report boasts it dide

As the Commission continued with its grim fatce of pretending to decide what to do
about that report of Oswald as an FBI undercover agent, what this chaptér reports never
changede It got no better and, when they actually did get arpund to chatting about that
report and what they should do, save for what is confessed in this chapter it wes perhaps

even wWorses



