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2 0t ge: . J. Lee Rankin ety
-";';j ' : _ ».‘?rm Wesley . Licbeler -
ik : S 5
Bt £
o i licssTe. C=L3%in ond £lawson &nd I raise Questions coveriay : o

N [ tho pelmorint which Lt. Day of the Lallas Tolice Dopovoweni Leetim
fied he lifted £rea the underside of the barrel of che K-1 rifle

. @n November 22, 1803, Tact scory {5 set Jorth on pages 7-10 of T

proposed final drafc of Chapter IV of the Repor:, cvples of walch |

", &T8 &ttached, e

i We suggort that additional invectization o conducted w . 7.

. ‘gotarmine with greater certainty thot the palmprinc woe fetually )
14%ted frcm tha rifle &t Lt. Loy hae testifled. ' The only avideica

“we preseatly hiva on tuat print is tha testimony of i, Doy himserl, =

fic has stocad thae altheugn he lifted the poimyrint oa Movember 22,

2963, he 21 poz provide £ eceuy of tho 1ift to the FOI wacll

t 7 Novemtes 2%, 1885 (9 B 280-5i). N3 clsc zabzlified thot sliter the, i
9238 he Feowld seili sas twoces of tho print unwer tho birsel and

wz8 coiaz o try to use photogrephy to-oring off of Liing cur &
tbatter print.! Mr. Latons of the TLI tectifiled wiil Zeoipect to
woghe 14ft of tho palmpring, that "evidenuly the 1iizizg Lad basn 40
" cezplose thet thera was mothing leZ: to show any marking on the pui

Le32lf £s to the existence of such--cven an atteapl ¢o cho pati ol

Lnyons chse to procecs the rifie’ (fic. at 24). . 3

a sGdizional probloms are ralsad by the fact thet:
.. 1) ¥z, Lasone tertifiol thct the poor finlsh of the X-1
21f13 wodo it absordent &nd mot concducivae to getting & good print,

*2) Weao oftha other pr=ints on the rifle could bo ‘Ldu'n:xr‘_u..i

)
o,k{*'j i+ baczuss they ware i‘of such poos quaiity;
thy X i
¥ . Z) The other prints on the Tifla were protected by celloyhecs
g while &ho erce whore tac nalnprint had boon lifted wal not, avu.
sj‘} thoush Ze. oy tostiflied that cfter the 1ift the Y/paln/ poiat oa
oon vee Lh3iT dogy bos, svill vouwaincd oa thera,® wien he woz cilwd -
{79 = 5 : o B s .- .
1‘ : wiy ac had not rgplessad tha 142: to tha oI on Novewber 22, Wi, <
F K 1
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We should zaview tiie abova circumsiances at cur conierence
with JAgent Latons and Imspector Malley. Ths conhizurztion of tae
2u!m print should by revicwud o detcrraine, if poszable, whelher
or nect it was renwoved from 2 eylinar The porsibility
ot the poim point or.ovidence of the lift was desiroycd whale we
zilic wos in trancit should be seviswed wit them. The cacct
conciticn of the riflu 8¢ S0 tmo it wos turr._u over o the FRI
D:llas ofiice should be ascertuined. Agmt Latona shiould be askad
if ho c=n think of any explenaiion for the apparcent confiact in 1ue
=bove testirmony.

E R L

iczl surfcce.

‘Vie should also;

\. Dotsranine whethor or not Li.Day had assistance wian
. he weorked with the prints on the rifle. If he did, we

tain staternents fron: those who =ssisted nim.

1

saoulc o

2) Lt.Dzy should be askod why he presorvad the fingerprizs
on the rifle, which were not sufficieatly cloor to rnale
pozisive dduntificatien, £nd yot ¢id not preserva the painn print, which
was eleas oaxcuga for thiit purposa..
)

-

2

1d also be asked wivy hs Temoved caly the
thould by questoned again concerrning his

s:ill on the rifle alter hs

. Day shou
p.. wa priat aad
roco.lecction that he saw the pelin priat s
a6 o lift.

i, Doy sno.m. bc wsked if he tock any phuhuj--' pas of
S chpaimiprinsic o He muy have
c.o.w 50, since o Gid paciogropa the loss valuable Hingerprinis, &nd
tho piira print on the riils, according to nis testmony, was siill Tue
“bast but" for ddentificizion. Iiis zlso sigaificunt that Lt. Day stawwd

4)

rifle afier the lift,

zas
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32t ho wos going to nfernyt to got & better print throuzh use of
PACTOZTURAY. d
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%( ; . 1 - Mr. Sullivan ’}/))'LV/
FROM . A.Rosen [ - ; 1 - Mr. Trotter [}/ d,:u.a..:f_
2l B ) . 1= Mr. Belmont, /(' :
e 1 - Mr. Rosen ﬁ/
SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY (BWALD aka, 1 Mr. Malley G Ht
\" ; BeRe ’ . = Mr. Shroder
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'-3 / at the Commiss fon office today.
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< UNITLD STATES GOV .'..NMENT

" Memorandum 1 - Mr. Conrad g’:‘:‘é/
10, u, Mr, Belmontdﬂw

" 1 - Mr. DeLoach
oATe: August 28, 1964“& /

At the request of ) Lce Rankin, General Counsel, President's Com
, Mr. Scbastian F, Latona, Latent Flngerprmt Section, ldentﬂicauon Division, and
Malley met with Mr. Rankin Mr, James Wesley L jcbeler and Mr. Burt Griﬂ %

- Mr. Rankln advised that the members of the President's Commission were °~ ::_.‘_1
rathér anxfous to try to resolve a question that existed relative to the palm prints i
and latent fingerprints that had been developed on four cartons that were located '
on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building in the area of the St
window from which it is believed Oswald shot President Kennedy. e

» from the Bureau
Mr. Rankin advised that the Commission had received/a number of pieces

"Tof c'orrcspondence concerning this matter wherein it was set forth that Oswald's
-~ prints had been found among the latent fingerprints and palm prints located on the

cartdhs. but they were concerned over the identity of the latent prints which had not

been identified. He commented that the Bureau had obtained . - * -+ prints

for elimination purposes from the employeecs of the Texas Schoot Book Lepository SRS
Building which Mr. Truly, the manager, believed might logically have a reason to . =
have been''in the arca of these boxes, Mr. Rankin commented that Truly had s

strenuously objected to all of his personnel being prlnted at that time due to the
loss of work belng sustained by his company. .

" Mr. Rankin stated that the situation now exists where the Commission has o
not resolved the identity of these prints and it leaves room for the allegation and - i
speculation that Oswald had a'co-conspirator in killing President Kennedy. For Lt
this reason Mr. Rankin desired the Burcau to attempt to resolve this issue by
whatever additional investigation was necessary, -dully realizing the scope o( the
anestigntlon that might be necessary, | 2-/090& b , ”

T ) ( " ']“ e Ty '.v—-‘o.---- -—‘.

. Mr. Rankin stated that he would apprecxate the Bureau 8 making 2 an‘e t?rt J
to obtain Mr, Trulyg; pnrmlsslon to print all of the employees; of his cbinp toi- ik
elimination ;iurpoaes‘ Y He'advised that in the-event there were'any ob;ections on

Mr. Truly's part he would appreciate being told go that either he, hir. Rankin,
; L

7 IRM:job Friedy “-.-, ,ik  CONTINUED - OVER . :
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o Memorandum to Mr. Belmont "= : . pored
/. Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD . e - AL T e
d s : , 2 oo
or Chief Justice Warren could contact Mr, Truly to advise him of the importance .
of this matter to the Commission in order to obtain his full cooperation, .. ...

oA A dctailed letter is being prepared by Mr, Rankin's office outlining the .
investigation that is desired and will be sent to the Bureau as soon as it is

ready. Inthe meantime, the Dallas Office has been filled in concerning the
request of the President's Commission in order that they could get started on this
- Jrather large request for additional {nvestigation, - i
Lyl S

-

3 In addition to the foregoing, Mr, Rankin requested relative to the latent 5
fingerprint - and palm print impressions that a chart be made visually demonstrating
the location of the latent fingerprints and palm prints developed on the four cartons. -
He stated that he would appreciate it if this chart would show the latent finger and :
palm prints that actually belonged to Oswald as well as the other impressions that
were developed and remain unidentified, He stated he would appreciate these being
numbered in such 2 manner that it would be easy for the Commission members or
anyone else reviewing this mattes at a subsequent date to follow the complete
picture relating to these latent prints. Mr., Latona is proceeding with the prepara-
.tion of the chart as requested, : k i = ] ;

" Request for Additional Data Re Palm Print on Barrel of Assassination Rifle’ : ‘
S Mr. Rankin advised scveral questions had been raised relative to the palm
print found on the barrel of the assassination rifle located on the portion of the
barrel which was attached to the wooden foregrip of the rifle, Mr. Rankin stated
as he understood the matter the palm print located on the rifle barrel had been
located by Licutenant Day of the Dallas Police Department and had been lifted from
‘Athe rifle by Licutenant Day, He noted that the Dallas Police Department-made no
mention of this latent palm print for a number of days following the assassination, e
‘ He commented thiat on November 23, the day following the assassination, Chief of T
Police Curry, when questioned by news media, answered that fingerprints had been ]
found and when asked further questions about identification stated the rifle had been
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory. On Sunday, November 24, District Attorney
Henry Wade, when questioned before news media, made the statement that a palm
print had been found. Mr, Rankin states that based on the information made available
jto the Commission the existence of this palm print was not volunteered to the ‘
| |Bureau until a specific request was made of the Dallas Police Department.
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4... Memorandum to Mr. Belmont "
"Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD

i : o
At . i
~ |1 °  Mr. Rankin further advised that when Lieutenant Day testified before the 4
President's Commission he stated on finding the print he considered photographing :
it and had intended to do so and then lifted the latent palm impression. The

Commissfion testimony does not show whether Lieutenant Day did or did not photo-

graph the palm impression that he locatéd prior to lifting the palm print impression.

o

In view of the foregoing, Mr. Rankin desired that Lieutenant Day of the
Dallas Police Department be contacted to ascertain from him whether or not he
{{ did or did not make photographs of the latent palm impression that he found on the
1| rifle barrel and if he did, in fact, make photographs to obtain such photographs
and make them available to the President's Commission, :

AR Mr. Rankin advised because of the circumstances that now exist there was
a serfous question in the minds of the Commission as to whether or not the palm
impression that has been obtained from the Dallas Police Department is a
legitimate latent palm impression removed from the rifje barrel or whether it
was obtained from some other source and that for this reason this matter needs
to-be resolved. S,

f During this discussion about the location of this latent palm impression
there was considerable conversation about the use of fingerprint dusting powder, .
- the procedure used by Mr, Latona in his examination of the rifle, and Mr. "Rankin
requested that an examination be made even at this late date to determine if any
trace of a dusting powder other than that used by Mr, Latona could be located

on the wooden foregrip of the assassination rifle, The Laboratory has been advised
.and is handling the requested examlnatior}. ' .

s

Submilted for information.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C 20535

September 4, 1964

By Courier Service

Honorable J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel
The President's Commission

200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Rankin:

Reference is made to your letter dated
September 1, 1964, concerning a palm print which
Lieutenant J, C. Day of the Dallas Police Department

testified he 1lifted from the barrel of the assassination
weapon, Commission Number 139,

S B This palm print 1ift has been compared with
the assassination rifle in the FBI Laboratory, The Laboratory
examiners were able to positively identify this 1ift ag

the barrel
with the impressions of these irregularities as shown in
the 1ift,

s i A photograph marked to show several of the
irregularities referred to is attached,

The results of the other

investigation requested
in your letter will be subsequently

furnished,
Sincerely yours,
\ris ’l'—-J LI s 0.

A

Enclosure

ComMMISSION EXHIBIT No. 2637




