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. At approximately 3 p.m. on November 22, 1963, following the
Presicent's announced assassination, it was ascertained that
Alr Torce ong, the President's jet, wad returning from Love

. TFleld, Dallas,’ fexas, flying the bedy basic te Andrews Alr Forse

- Base, Camp Springs, Maryland. 5As FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, JR.,

,and JAMES W, SIBERT procecded to Andrews Alr Force Base to
handle any matters which would fall within the Jurisdiction
of the Federal Burecau of Investigation, inasmuch as 1t was R
anticipated that a large group of both military and civilian =

+'~ personnel assigned to the Base would congregate at Base : :
... Operations to witness the landing of this flight,

Lt. Col. ROBERT T..BEST, Director of Law Enforcement and
Security, advised the President's plane would arrive at S 3T
5:25 p.m. Subsequently, Col. BEST advised that the plane = - .orie”
would arrive at 6:05 p.m. : !

" At approximately 5:55 p.m. agents were advised through the A
. Hyattsville Resldent Agency that the Bureau had instructed T
- that the agents accompany the body to the National Naval = L HE
7.~ Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, to stay with the body I
. and to obtaln bullets reportedly in the President's body. i
¢ A
Inmediately agents eontacted Mp, JAMES ROWLEY, the Directop
.- of the U, S, Secret Service, identified themselves and made Lo
- Mr. ROWLEY aware of our aforementioned instruction. "Immediately
followlng the plane's landing, Mr. ROWLEY arranged seating Rt
for Bureau agents in the third car of the White House motorcade - .
which followed the ambulance containing the President's body
to the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland,

-

On arrival at the Medical Cen%er, the ambulance stopped in .
front of the main entrance, at which time Mvs. JACQUELINE T
. KENNEDY and Attorney General ROBERT KENNEDY embarked from the .-
- emdulance and entered the building. The ambulance was there-
- after driven around to the rear entrance where the President's
© body was removed and taken into an autopsy room. Bureau o
--agents assisted in the moving of the casket to the autopsy -
room., A tight security was immediately placed around the co
autopsy room by the Naval facility and the U. S. Secret Service.

', Bureau agents made contact with Mr. ROY KELLERMAN, the P QO
'--vAssistantiSecret Service Agent in Charge of the White House :
—Detail, and advised him of the Bureau's interest in this matter. ﬁfp,//
on  11/22/63 o Dethesda, Maryland g, # . 89- 30 ° '
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Ho advised that he had already rcceived instructions from
. Director ROWLEY as to the presence of Bureau agents., It
. will be noted that aforementioned Burcau agents, Mr., ROY S
KeLLERMAN, Mr. WILLIAM GREER and lMr. WILLIAM O'LEARY, Secret .. -+
Service agents, were the only pergonnel other than medical s
personnel present during the autopsy. L

The following individuals attended the autopsy:

Adm. C, B, HOLLOWAYZ, U, S. Navy, Commainding Officer
of the U, S, Naval Medical Center, Bethesda; ' B

Adm. BERKLEY, U, S, Navy, the Eresident's personal -
physician; _ )

i,

§
;

’

Commander JAMES J, HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda
Naval Hospital, who conducted autopsy; P

Capt. JAMES H. STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U, S, -
Naval Medical School, Bethesda; . : '

Mr., JOHN T. STRINGER, JR,, Medical photographer; :
JAMES H. FBERSOLE; - R  jff T37
 LLOYD E, RAILHB; A | R
'J. T. BOZWELL;
- J. G. RUDNICKZ;
- PAUL K. O'CONNOR;
J. €., JENKINS; ‘ »
JERROL, F. CRESTER; I PP A I 5.‘;.9'f1f'ff
JAMES METZIER., | ‘ S el

3

During the course of the autopsy, ILt. Col. P. FINCK, U. S.
Army Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to assist
Commander HUMES in the autopsy. In addition, Lt. Cmér. °
GREGG CROSS and Captain DAVID OGBORNE, Chief of Surgery,
. entered the autopsy room. :

202
Major General WEHLE, Commanding Officer of U. S, Military |
District, Washington, D.C., entered the autopsy room to o
ascertain from the Secret Service arrangements concerning the
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tranoportablion of the President's body back Ho the Vhite Housa, -
AMC CHESTER H. BOLERS, U, S. Navy, vislted the autopsy roon
during the final stages of such %o tyne receipts given by FBI .
and Sccret Service for items ovbtained, _ :

At the ternminstion of the avbcpsy, the following peréonnel ;aﬁf
from Gawler's Funeral Home entered the autopsoy room to L
prepare the President's body for burial:

JOHN VAN HAESEN

EDWIN STROBLE

THOMAS ROBINSON - R
Mr. HAGEN | : RO | Py

Brigidier General GODFREY McRUGH, Air Force'Military A1da ool
to the Preaident, was also present, as was Dr. GEORGE BAKEMAN, - .
“U. S. Navy. _ ' . S

Arrangements were made.. for the performance of the autopsy
by « the U, S, Navy and Secret Service.

The President's body was remcved from the casket 4in wnich 1t
had been transported and was placed on the autopsy table, at
which time the complete body was wrapped in a 3hzet and the
“head area contained an edditional wrappling whilch was saturated
wlth blood. Following the removel of the wrapping, 1t was
ascertained that the Prosldent's elothing had reen pemoved

and 1t was also apparvent that a tracheotomy had been performed,
as welli as surgery of the hecad areca, namely, in the top of

the skull. All personnel with the exception of medical
officers needed in the takihg of photographs and X-Rays were
requested to leave the autopsy room end remain in an adjacent
room. : F

Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision
-vas made at 8:15 p.m, X-Rays of the brain area which were
developed and returned to the autopsy room disclosed a path
of a misslle which appeared to enter the back of the skull
and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed
elong the right side of the akull. The largest section of
this mlssile as portrayed by X-Rzy appeared to be behind the
- right frontal sinus. The next lergest fragment appeared to
be at the rear of the skull at the Juncture of the skull bone,

The Chief Pathologist advised epproximately 40 particles orf
disintegrated bullet and smudgen indicated that the projectile
had fregmentized while passing through the skull region.
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During the autopsy inspection of the arca cf the brain,

two fragments of metal were removed by Dr. HUMES, namely,
cne fragment measuring 7 x 2 millimeters, which was removed
from the right side of the brain.  An additional fregment of
metal measuring 1 x 3 millimelers was also removed from thig
area, both of wnlch were placed 3n a glass Jar containing a

- black metal top which were thereafter marked for ldentification
-and following the signing of a proper receipt were transported -
by Bureau agents to tha2 FBI Laboratory.

' During the latter stages of this autopsy, Dr. HUMES located

an opening which appeared to be a bullet hole which was delow =

the shoulders and two inches %o the right of the middle line |"  ‘

;, of the spinal column.

~ .. This opening vas probed by Dr. HUMES with the finger, at whicﬁ—?-;u
- time 1t was determined that the trejectory of the missile .

entering at this point had entered at a downward position of
45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distence
travelied by this missile was a short distarce inasmuch as the

end of the opening could be f'21t with the finger. A

~ Inasmuch as no complete bullet of any size could be located in
* the brain area and likewise no bullet could be lccated in the
back or any other area of the body as determined by total

body X-Rays and inspection revealing there was no point of
exit, the individuals performing the autopsy were at a loss

~ to explain why they could find no bullets,

A call was made by Bureau agents to the Firearms Section of "?T,
d

. n
‘the FBI Laboratory, at which time SA CHARLES I, XILLION advise ZM@LJ
that the Laboratory had received through Secret Service _

Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet which had veportedly been found
on a stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospdital,
Dallas, Texas, This stretcher had also contained a stethescope
and pair of rubber gloves., Agent JOHNSON had advised the
Laboratory that it had not been ascertained whether on not
‘this was the stretcher which had been used to trangport the
body of pPregident KENNEDY. Agean% KILLION further described
this bullet as pertaining to a 6.5 millimeber rifle which
would be approximately a 25 caliber rifle and that this bullet
consisted of a copper alloy full jacket,

Immediately following receipt of this information, this was

made avallable to Dr., HUMES who advised that in his opinion
this accounted for no bullet belng located which had entered

oon
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the back region and that since external cardiac massage had B

 been performed at Parkland Hospltal, it was entirely possible-'“

that through such movement the bullet had worked ite way
back out of the point of entry and had fallen on the
stretcher,

'Also during the latter stages of the autopsy, a plece of the

slaull measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters was brought to Dr, HUMES'f' 

who was instructed that this had been removed from the Pregi--
dent's skull. Immediately this section of skull was X-Rayed,
at which time 1t was debermined by Dr, HUMES that one corner

of this section revealed minutc metal particles and inspection it

of this same awea disclosed a chipping of the top portion
of this plece, both of which indicated that this had been
the point of exit of the bullet ente¥ing the skull reglon.

On the basls of the latter two developments, Dr. HUMES
stated that the pattern was clear that the one bullet had

entered the President's back and had worlked its wgy out of the

body during external cardiac massage and that a second high
veloclity bullet had entered the rear of the slkull and had

”. fragmentized prior to exit through the top of the skull.

He further pointed out that X-Rays had disclosed numerous
fractures in the cranial area which he attributed to the
force generated vty the impact of the bullet in its passage

through the brain area. He attribubted the death of the President

to a gunshot wound in the head.

The following 4s a complete llsting of photographs and X-Rays

taken by the medical authorities ¢f the Presidens's body.,

" They were turned over to Mr. ROY KELLERMAN of the Secret

Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however,
the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undeveloped:

11 X-Rays
22 4 x 5 color photographs

18 4 x 5 black and walte pnotographs ' _ ;‘

1 roll of 120 film cenbtalnlng five exposures

. Mr. KELLERMAN stated these 4tems could be made available

to the FBI upon request. The portion of the slull measuring
10 x 6.5 centimeters was ‘maintained in the custody of Dr, :
HUMES who stated that it aliso could be made avallzble for
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from
the brain area were hand carried by SAs SIBERT and O'NEILL

to the FBI Laboratory immediately following the autopsy and

vere turned over to SA KURT FRAZIER,
285




