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On.Scp. 24, 1964, the President’s at Harvard. itran sctually did. Joseph 1 cle- Room
Commission on the Assassination Epstcin’s book—wrillen as 3 Mas Bajy (onc of the Commis- Holmes
of President John F. Kennedy re- ter's thesis at Cornell—car{ics an gion’s staff lawyers) com- Gandy
ported 1o the world that it had introduction by .the New Yorker mented that the Commis-
“ascertained (he truth.” magazine’s \Washington correspond: gion ‘had no idea of what
Said the Commi&;inn.' “The shots ent. Richard Rovere, who wriles: was happening: we did a0 b Y e
which killed Prcmdcfmt Kcn.ncdy “Nothing Mr. Epstein reveals is the ln\.-cslir:aun;:. lincd up , :
and wounded Governor Connally quite so shochinz as the hc_l'_lhal the witnesses, svlved the , & ¢

were _(ut;d by Lee Harvey Oswald.”
This report, fssued urtctt e
imprimatur of Chief Justice Earl
Warren and six other distinguished
Americans, is now undcr altack by
scholars and writers who belicve
the Commission's findings Tarc
marred by conjecture and by in-
consis'encies which the Commission
was unable lo resolve.
1 They have uncarthed, for ex-
I*{Lﬁ;:‘,;‘—.——-z- five-volume reporl from
_ fthe Federal Burcau of Investigation,
dated Dcc. 9, 1963, that conlains
a “finding” which—had it been
true—would almost certainly have

R v oo — — —

_tnic_aroal fnveslipstiei s
carried oui by men who
could not give their full at-
tention to it and who, be-
cause of thecir own needs
and also because of certain
political circumstances, were
in a desperate hurmy to get
it over with . . The day
the Warren Commission Re-
port w»as issucd, the Amceri-
can press should have bes
cun to do what Mr. Epstein
fas donc; it gshould have

1 cast a very cool ¢ye on the

Report and sought to learn
from those who prepared it

Weisherg charges: *“The

superficial and immature

problems and wrote the Re- *
port® Wesley Liebeler (an-
other Commission lawyer) ~°
when asked what the Com-
mission did. replicd, ‘In one
word. nothing.'”

(Others  connecled  with
the Investigation dispute
these harsh judgments
“The Commissioners,” said
onc staff lawyer, “contrib-

uted significantly to the
final Report.”) /
The actual work of the N

Commission  feil,
evenl, o a fcw YOUNRET

1.‘\,‘\..;0.‘ \/:h (\!L-o-v(6<l°‘_gr .4

in any L

manner in which the Report 3

how il was prepared . . .
led to the conclusion (hat Oswald ‘

deals wilh the possibility of LAY Wi KRS "_/()Jr‘fj/(_‘}/

had an gecomplice in the assassina- . " -

: / a conspiracy or of a dif- ‘ — ] 4. .

i tm'lrlﬁl'lis "}indins"“hicll Now appears | fcrctr;‘l e B ?\nb}l\ o;\‘c “i— = 3 —-44& t . '

' ! : " appe of the ways in which the P ' o
have_been completely erroncous, l Commission may have crip- W@»W.'ufh-~_\'.-sh.zqra Pustong 2 !

| was the product of an imoulsive
"1 freport %y FBI agenls a fcw hours
after the President was killed. Al-
though 1[ was apparently based on
little mpre than hcarsay, it found
its waysinto the Dec. 9 document.
It his given ammupition to the
Commission’s critics an 1 contributed
to a serious dica,f;rcc.‘mcnl within
the Commission itsclf ¢ver the man-
ner in which Gov. Connally wus

planation given by ¢ Commission
of the cvents of No® 22

For these rcasons and olhers,
grave doubts about the compelence
of the Commission's work are raiscd
in two new books on the assassina-
S ETIR S as" > tuHarold Weis-
‘J “1 /L:\Yj Gd.\ and “In-
quest,” by Edward Jav Epstein.
.\\cx;bgrguxs‘ auforicf Government

e Sm— c— " oy e

t

Wour1ed and over ke ullimale ex- -

. pled itsell”

\ The Epstcin book, bhased
in larpe part on interviews
with mcmbers of the Com-
‘mission and 1ts stafl, gives
a picture of the investiza-

tion at sharp variance wilh.q@ '5“

the common conception of
how it was conducted.

It reveals that no sinzle
member of the Commission
heard all the testimony and
'that “most of the Commis:
s sioncrs were present  for

only a minor portion of the
* hearinys. Scenator (Richard)
= Russell (D-Ga) who attended
! the fewest, heard only ahout
6 per cent of the testimony;
twhercas Allen Dulles, who
P altended the largest number
{of hearings. heard about n
l)\cr ¢ent. Only three Com-

e
°

missioners heard more than
half the testimony, and the

s ¥ %
‘average Commissioner hcard
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VU Avgpner e
to devole full
job. Many of the
private lawyers
help continued
pro{cssmnal

little

"ere )
,ime 1o the
cminent
nmrought in to
\neir private
actlivitics and gave
time to the inquiry.

Among the working staff,
F.pstein reveals, there were
bitter disagreements about
the credibility of wilnesses,
about the quality of (he evl-
dence compiled by Govern-
ment agencies, and about
the ullimate wording and
conclusions of the Report.
FBI's Unpublished Report

Perhaps the greatest
solrce of controversy and
doubt over the integrity of
ithe Report—at least in the
minds of Epstrin and Weis-
berg—was the unpublished
FBI document, which |s now
in the National Archives.
9 1t stales categorically that
“*medical examination of the
Fresidenl's body revcaled
that one of the bullets had
entered just below his
shoulder to the right of the
spinal column at an angle of
45 to 60 deprics downward,

that therg was no oint o,
ch»t. an at the bulieU'was

pot in_the body.” _

1 This statement {5 in dircet

cSmsdicton to the olficial
aulopsy report from the Be-
thesda Naval Iospital, writ-
ten_the last week in Novem-
ber, that the bullet which
struck the President in the
Jower neck passed through
his body and came oul his
throal. The aulopsy report
said:

“The missile contused the
strap muscle of the right
side of the neck, damagced
the trachca (windpipe) and
made ils exit through the
anlcrjor (front) surlace of
the neck.”

The discrepancy belween
the FBI report and the
autopsy report is crucial, for
the Commission’s conclusion
that Oswald acted alone is
right only if the aulopsy re
port is righl, and wrong il
the FBI report is right

If a bullet did not pass
through President Ken-
nedyts neck and cause Gov.
Connally’s wounds, a second
assassin must have been in:
Lvolvcd.

This is 20 because films ol
the assassination proved
conclusively that Mr. Ken:
nedy and Mr. Connally were
wounded within a perjod of
one-half sccond, at the' mini-
mum, and less than two
scconds at the maximum.

It was physically Impos-
sible for a sniper to fire two
roynds in jhat fla

from a

— =

)

sh of time
lj;aqliomﬁ’(

o N\
A
the l:"{‘! aald uced us,
cillicr M. nenncdy and Mr.
Connally were struck by the
same bullet or two men fired
two ncarly simullancous
bullets. —

Both Epslein and Weisberg
argue that the first possibil-
ity —two wounds from a sin-
gle shot—is dispruved by
the evidence ltself and that

a sccond assassin was In- -

volved who rcmains free.
Indcpendent study of the
- evidence docs nol necessar
ilv lcad to the same con-
clusion. although there s
substantial testimony other
sthan the FBIl report that
raiscs grave questions about
the manner in which Gov.
Connally was wounded.

This evidence is of such

weight that Scn. Russcell, ac--

cording Lo Epstein, “report.
cdly said that he would not
siyn a Report which con-
cluded that both men were
hit by the xame bullet. Sen.
(John Sherman) Cooper (R-
Ky.) and Rep. (Hale) Bopgs
(D-La)) tended to agree with
Russcll's posilion.®
Qccordi ly, the
1 sion was forced to

President’s throat

wounds.”

’ (Conzressman Boazs said
any implication by Epstein
that the Commission was
divided on its ulumate con-

s wrong. There

were many discussions §n-

volvinz many points of evi-

dence, he said, but the find-

clusions

ings were unanimous.

(Scns. Russcll and Cooper
were out of the city and
could not be rcached for

comment.)

b The rcasons for the Com:
: mission’s uncertainly on this
4 vital point are well docu-

«  mented:
(1) Gov. Connally, who
.{ was canscious when  all

ccond shot.®

%\ (2 Two of the three patho-
‘ opictowho perferm>i the

s

P

the ]'r}:(mr

aylopsy o
Commander James J- Mo ‘

! and 1.L Col. Picrve Finck,

authority on gunshot
wounds—testified that it
was cither “unlikely” of
“impossible” that the wound
in  President  Kennedy's
neck and the wounds Gov.
Connally sustaincd wcre

an

causcd by the same bullet

L (3) The FBI's principal
ballistics expert, Roberl
Frazicr. told the Commis-
sion: “I myself don’t have
any evidence which would
permit me lo say one way
or the other, in other words
which would support it (the
theory that Mr. Kennedy

Do

by a single shol) as far as

my rendering an opinlon as

ar cxpert. I would ccrlainly

say It was possible but I

don't say it probably oc
L]

r and Mr. Connally were hit

ommis-.
cdge Ns
forcrosTdn by sayiAg Ymat
the evidence, while not cer-
tain, was< “very persuasive
... lo indicate that the same¢
bullet which picrced the
also
causced Governor Connally’s

three shots were fired, told
the Commission he could
nol have been wounded by
the bullet that struck Mr.
Kennedy in the neek: *It s
not conccivable to me that
I could have bcen hit by
. ’hc first bullet ... Obviously,

at least the major wound
that I took in the shoulder
through the chest couldn't
have been anything but the

curred . . .
= (4) After reporting on Dee.
9, 1963, that the bullet that
wounded Mr. Kennedy in
the shoulder did not exit
tfrom his body, the FBI on
Jan. 13, 1954, issued a sup-
plemental  report on the
President's  wounds  which
staled:
. “Medical cxamination of
the President’s body had
L revealed  that the bullet
which entered his back had
penctrated to 2 distance of
less than a finger length.”
' (5) On Decc. 18, 1963, The
Wachington Post and other
newspapers reported on the
basis of rumors from Dal-
" Jas. that the first bullet to
sirike the President “was
found dcep in his shoulder.”
This report was confirmed
prior lo publication by the
‘FBIL.
The cumulative effect of
© these _ various slalements

e S
was fo raise very ‘consider
abie doubt abou e prine
cipal conclusion of the War-
ren Commission: that “the
s_hots which killed President
Kennedy and wounded Gow-
ernor Connally were fired
by Lee Harvey Oswald.®
. They have no bearipg on
p;wald': Ievolvement  bat,
il true, they point unmis-
takcably to the involvement
Mol at least onc other assas-
{1 sin.

Tl\o commission handled
this crucial problem, in ef-
{e;L by rendering a highly
misicading verdiet:

. “Although It is not neces.
sary to any essential findinzs
L’e""".n”"".'" nmissign_tn desnp
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mine just which shat hit
trarc'frsm.ny. tRire s very
persuasive  evidence  from
the experts 1o indicate that
the same hullet which
pierced the Dresident’s
throat also causcd Gov. Con-
nally’s wounds. However,
Gov. Connally's tcstimony
and ccitain other factors
have given rise o some dif-
ference of oplnion as o this
prohability but there Is no
question In the mind of any
member of the Commission
that all the shots which
caused the Fresident’'s and
Gov. Connally’s wounds were
fired from the sixth floor
window of the Texas School
Book Dcpository.”

Contrary to what the Com-
mission reported, {t was not
only “nccessary” but abso-
Jutely cssential to determine
which shotl hit the Governor.

“To say that Lhey were
hit by scparate bullets.®
Norman Redlich of the
Commis<sion slaff lold Ep-
slein, “is synoaymous with
saying that there were two
assassins.® £

o = = &
Specter Mad Rcesponsibilily

One of the rcasons the
Commission had difficulty
with this problecm was that
while, on paper, 31 men, in-
cluding the seven members
of the Commission, wcre
engaged in the investiza-
tion, “the entire task as-
certaining (he basic facts of
{he assassination fell upon
one lawyer—Arlen Specter.
Specter,” according to Ep-
sicin, “had tne responsibil-
ity for determining the
gources of the shots, the
number of ass<assins, the
cexact manner in which the
Presiden! and Gov. Connal-
ly were shot, and the sc
quence of events—in shout,
all the facts of the assassina-
tion.”

Specter read mountainous
stacks of rcporis an.d con-
ducted the examination of
key wilnesses  befare  the
Commission. -Bul Specter’s
indcpendent  investigation,
Fpstein  reports, consisted
of nothing more than inter
views with 28 doctors and
other medical peronnel at
Parkland MHospital in Dallag,
none of whom had any ther-
ough knowledze of the Fre-
sident's wounds. “Wilh one
minor exception,” savs Fp-
slein, “these intervicws com-
prised Specter's entire ficld
investigation of ‘the basie
facts of the assassiration.'”
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Tor.  fnorecover, ( wis
’ﬁﬁ/r);onslanl pressure
grom the Commission — 88
were all members of the
staff—to complete his work
by June 1, which was the ar-
bilrary dcadline chosca by
the Commission.

Deadline Fxlended

The deadline was nol met
and Chief Justice Warren,
according to Epslecin, “rc-
portedly Jost his temper and
demanded that (Howard)
willens (the staff director)
close down the investigation
fmmediately.” The dcadline,
in the end, was extended to
July 15, then 'o Aug. 1, and
¢hen  Into  Scptember, de-
spite Epstcin says, pressure
from McGeorge Bundy at
the White louse and mem-
bers of the Comrnission {0
complele e repoic well in
advance of thc presidential

electlion. N

Specler
{hcory that a single bullet
must have wounded both Mr.
Kennedy and Mr. Connally
and he filled the record wilh
testimony that supports his
hypolhesis. -

He never enlirely con.
vinced the Commission that
his thcory was correct, in
part because of the frequent
absence of Commissioners
from the hcarings, Nor dud
he convince Epstein and
Weisberz, in parl because
his evidence was so scal
tered through the 26 vol-
umns that it was hard to
picce togrther. e

-Thus, it was possible for
a reader—or a member of
the Warren Commission—0
find in the hearings evidence
to support almost any con-
clusion, even contradiclory,
conclusions. Some of the
contradiclions arc relalively
simple to fesolve, however.
1 The firs* onc involves the
credibilityiof the FBI report
of Dec. 9 which states that
the bulle{ which struck Mr.
Kennedy's shoulder did not
ica\'c his body.
 This report, the FBI said
Jast week, was based on the
medical evidence al  (hat
Aime. Bul there is other evi-
dence that it was based dn
nothing more than hcarsay.
The autopsy on the Prsi-
aent  began  at  Bethesda
Naval Hospilal al about 8
o'clock the night of Nov. 22,

¥Wound Confuscd Doclors,
y Two FRBI agents who were

pregent _overheprgd, Dr
- >
ﬁ]lu_mc.a, Dr. Finck and Dr.

developed the

|
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~
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J. T.( ell specnlate about
the Y ssident's "‘Sﬂ'ﬁ’u‘%er
wound. 7The doclors wcere
confused by It because an
incision made In the front
of the President's throat in
Dallas obscured the exit
wound.

Before the three doctors
at Belhesda had completed
the aulopsy and hefore they
had traced the path of the
bullet from the President's
shoulder to his throat, the

_FBI oh<crvers left the room

and called in a report that
the bullct had not passed
through  the  FPresident’s
body.

.#Incredibly, this verbal re-
port became the basis of the
erroncous statement that ap-
pears in the Dec. 9, five-vol-
ume summary submitted to
the Warren Commission.

The official aulopsy report
which contradicts the FBI
was in the hands of the Se-
cret Service, not the Bureau,
and may ncver have been
supplicd to the FBL

In any case, the basic cr-
ror was repeated in the Jan.
113 rcport from the FBI
which unaccountably _ac

an exil wound in the Presi-
rent's throat.

The second contradiction
involves the conflicling
medical testimony on the
likelihood that one bullet

and \r. Connally.

The bullet which caused
these wounds was found and
was virtually intact. It
weiched ahnut 158 grains, as

—

against an original weight of
about 161 grains.

Commander Humes and
LU Col. Finck, the presi-
dential autopsists, doubted
that this bullet could have
caused all of Gov. Connal-
ly's wounds bccause they
had read a mcdical report
from Dallas describing the
presence of frazments in
his wrist wound. Thus, they
thouzht the  bullel  must
have been broken into frag-
ments rather than emerging
jntact.

They were unaware that
these fragments were min-
iscule and that Connally's
principal surgcon, Dr. Rob-
crt Shaw, was convinced that
the intact bullet did cause
the wounds. The “frag-
incnts” it left in the Gover-
nor's body were thin shave
ings, not much larger than
dust particles.

The final problem —Gov.
Connally’'s own rccollection

Ql_mhal, happcped~cannot

he diinuseed

wounded both Mr. Kennedy '
|
|
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hhowledges that there was M

But his surgcon, n( Shaw,
Ka & cxplanation for that,
t0o. It Is not uncommon, he
testified, for pcople to suf-
fer a wound without know-
ing It immediately.

This would account for
Mr. Connally's bhelicf that
he was nol hit by the first
bullet and this explanation
s consistent with the
Governor's failure to hcar
the “second shot™ which he
believed caused his wound
and his recollection of the
final shot which smashed the
President’s skull.

The “sinzlc-shot® thcory
developed by Specter and
the Commission, in other
cords, is not refuted by the
apparcnl inconsistencics In
the record which Weisberg
and Epstcin recite.

And so long as that theory
holds up, sssumplions that
there was a sccond assassin

fn Dallas on Nqy. 22 _aan

only assumplions. _




