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Interview witk Chief Jusbtlce Earl VWarren
March 26, 1974
By Alfred Goldberg

What were the circumstances of your selection and that of

the other commissioners?

Two or three days after the sssassination I was in conference
with the Court whem I was told that the Beputy Attormey-
General -- Nick Katzenbach—o, and the Solicitor General --

I belleve it was Archibald Cox—- vere waiting to see me.

Tiey told me that because of the rumors and the worldwide,

<xcitement about the assassination, the President wanted

to asproint a commission to investicate and report on the
entire matter. The President wanted me To serve as the
Chairman of the Commission.

I had ziven thousht previously to the mabtter of Suprene
Court Justices serving on presidenticl Comﬂ1351on ‘and had~
concluded thzb 1t was nobt & good thing to do. I had expressed

~myself on the subject in both private and public. I declined
the offer and asked Katzenbaca and Cox to tell the President

why I did not consider it approprizte. T reconmended sonme

 other people, whose names 1 do not recall, for thc position.

Katzenboch snd Cox went away, Bnd I thought that that settled

it. 5 s ot} e - b o ot R

About an hour and & half later I received a call from
President Johnson asking me to come up to the Yhite House
to talkx with him. I went to the White House. The President
totd me bthat he felt that the assaasination was such a
torrid event that it Qovld lead us intoZwa r)and trvat if it
QEQ_EEdeleﬂbe—ui;g:;;EEEEE:§§§E§:EEY§E?*”E§—3333_f~5§~ag
had ry. of Deicnise FICNE 2 nag
t9}E;2}E,Ehétuﬁhcﬂik%s%—s$n;&e*;g an atomic
about 60 million people. I sbated m;~;;;;g~5353% the matter
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but said that 1f the President thought it thet importeant
for me to serve I would subordinate my views. Hs had el-
ready told me the names of the other memders of the
Comzission. He said that all of the others had egreed

to serve if T would be the Chairman. The President had
pointed out that one of the dangers was that the Attorney-
General in Texas would try to set up & hearing and have a
carnival down there in TEX§8»_ glsoa the Congressional
Committees in Washington would try to zet into the act,

He said that if I agreed to serve as Chairman of the
Commission all of these other interferences would cease.

I said that 1f it was that imporbant, I would serve.
Johnson announced the appointment by 7:30 p.m. My conversation
wth him took place about 5:00 p.m. Johnson also said he
would order the Federal establishment to make any and all

facts available and to help us in every way. - ‘ S

_ I didn't see Presﬁgagt Johnson more %than t@g%;a:iﬁgxﬁ;
times during the whole time we were vorking on the report.
And on those occasiongs there was never/any discussion of
the Commission. The same thing goes for everybody else in

“ the White House. No one tried tq touch or guide . We
bheid up the Report while we checked out last-minute items
on Oswald, pseticularly the.

‘Texas town that was supposed ies in 1%,
We hHad to-c on rumors and we did. now that
(& A?awgg§§§§,had-a i ing the Commission idea
~ accepbted by LBJ. I had no conbtact with Fortas at that time.

Q. Did Fresident Johnson communicate to you any of his views
about the assassination? He is reported to have believed,
at least initially, thatfit;was&agggmmggiézxg;ot. e g S

ut him zbopping in.a .. coiicisin. .
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; A. It was obvious from my talk with Johnson that he was thinking
% @ of Khruéﬁév and S . There were rumors around the world
: thEE“%ﬁii&iggdggigiiﬁpthe Communists had teken to get rid of
Kennedy. These rumors were influencing people here znd abroad.
It was not clearly sed by him., There were, of course,

‘two theor conspiracy.~~0ne'was the theory about the
Conmunists. The other was that ! riends 4id it as =&

coup d'etat. Johnson didp! alk about that.
T

Q. Did you have any pfeconceived ideas about the assasscinati-n?

Did you entertain the notion of some kind of a conspirzcy at
the beginning?

As soon as I read about Oswald working at the Texas Sghool Book
building and leaving it as he did -- the only employee to dis-
appear -- and after the gun was found,with the cartridges; it
seemed to me that a surxfece case was established. These cir-
cumstances, followed by his trip from the building -- getting
on & bus and getting a transfer, then getting a cab -- killing
Tippet -- and running into & theatre where he tried to shoot

the policemen who ceme to et him -- those made a case., I
- ¢ s S e {i s ‘ Lion B, YR

UL 30y feith LN, 3 CRSTITACY O any kind.
When this and other information surfaced guickly -- the
gun from the mail order house-- there wss a case. The only thing
that gave me any;giggg about a conspiracy theory was that Oswald

had been a defector to Russia at one btime. I don't believe that
- ——

o kT s

I ever developed any conspirstorial theory.

How was the Commission Staff chosen?
e Hodaneind

The selection of the staff was left to Lee Rankin. He may have
asked nme about people sometimes, but I left it to Rankin. He may
heve known some people were friendly and acceptable. I don't know
whether any comaissioners recommended eny people. I thoughUthat
the lawyers ought to come from different psrt of the country exd
and not from one group. I wanted the men to be independent and notb
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Gto have any connections that might later be @mbarrassing.
Rankin chowed me & list of senior znd junior members and the
geography ~- where thcy csasmne fronm.

Q. Do you think that any useful purpese would have been served by
appointeent of an adversary counsel?

A. We were plagued at tines by Mark:-Tane. He claimed to represent
Osweld's mother and wanted to have an adversury role in the pro-
ceedinns. Ve invited the American Civil Liberties Union to
participate in our proceedin:s. They were appreciative but szid
they 4idn't want to be there all the time. There were opportunities
for public testimony, but only Lane i requested an open public - - -
bearins. We invited the Americun Bar Association to sit in on

. all of the hearings. They accevted the invitation, anéd s local

lawyer sat in for them much of the btine. Ye n?XEE~E£§%§zj§LEEQQ
adversary proceeadinbs. We took the 9081t10n of natﬁpggggggggng
but investigeting the factS, We may have discus:zed holding ad-
vS?Eary proceedings, but I don't remember. We broucht Lane back
from Eurcpe to testify,; you may remember.

} i, S R A e

Qe Do'&ou feel that the investigation wa. thérough enough? What do
Fou consider the most important loose ends?

A. The Commission felt that the i-vesti-ation had been thoroush enoush,.
We couldn't think of anything left uncovercd or any witness unheerd/
I still think so. i:has come forth with anything new. All
of the Commissioners were afreed. Tbere were no loooe eno.s°

Q< On reflection, do you thznr that 1t would have been better to ‘

have permitted Xkyx the Comuission Staff access to the X-rays
of the Preésident?

v A« On reflexfBiion I do not velieve that access to the X-rays should
have been given. The public wes given the best evidence zvailable —-—
he personal testimony of the doctors who performed the a2utopsy.

In a trial, the court would not. stg_pﬂxmltEEQ.the X-raanthb&wm
‘\‘
—introduced becuxuse &% would have operated az2inst the &

en&ant,
The decision way Earge}y wine and the Commission apiroved.- I had
.- Ny

e it e et
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seen people tryinz to get artifacts related %o the assassination
of the President, and I knew that they would try to get pictures
of the President's body. The photos were sent to the Department
of Justice and were not to be revealed without the consent of the
Kennedy femily. They ghould be there for all time to come. They
represent sequestered, not destroyed, evgg;g;gjnhgggggaggk Johnson
got a comnittee of pathologists to go over the X-rays with the
consent of the family. They examined the pictures and sonsidred
them consistenb with the docctors? testimony. For go or iil

I take full responsibilj i%. I couldn't conceive pernmitting
these Ghings bai nt around the country and displayed in
JZuseums., And.ngggézgii_agg:gggggxs and that sort of thing.

Tou emember that the Department of Justice condemned many of
Oswald's artifacts.

What 1s your recollection of the Commission's consideration of the
single bullet theory?

I was inclined toy the belisf that the ilrst bullet went

through both the President zrnd Governor Connaglly. I felt that

the bullet found on Connally's stretcher in the hospital had

caused both wounds for the simple reason that nmeither wound involved
bone -- the bullet just went through flesh. The force of the
bullet was subdued when 1t passed through the President and it
spent itself going through Connolly. : I didn't put much faith in
Connelly's testimony at all. John McCloy cited two instances in
WorldWar I when people who had been shot a considerable time before

didn't know they had been struck at all, and then after a few

seconds dropped dead. idn't put much faith in Conn 's

hgving heard a shot and then feeling the wound. A shot can deaded
one's emotions or reactions for a &ort time.

Only thra£~iggﬁﬁ were fired. No one could have fired from ,
the knoll or the overpass without 'k een_secn. That didn't
cause any partlcular debaTe on the Commission. Senator Rissell

was not there -- he was marely there. I waldisturbed sbout him

because he was always saying he was g~ing to resign because he was

too busy. He was busy with the Armed Services Commitbee. I

couldn't talk with Russell bewause of the iigfingEQEJcases,

5 g ; 7 N 12 ikl o e s SRR i e R J R
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J sent Rankd k with him. I wanbted Russell %o be
awsre of everything that was zoing on. I wanted him to put a
representative on the Ceumission SpHaff. He pubt a woman lawyer
fron Atlanta on the Staff and she kept him inforned of what was
going on. We had no dlfflculty with Russell then. I don't
remember him being in on consideration of the single bullet
theory. Before we put out the Report; Russell wanted it held
up so he could_gomdown_zmhmg§§§h§g§;§9 thoough the Depository

Building. He could wedl h:ve quest d the single bullet theory.

What do you consider the most importsnt issues faced by the
Comnission?

The non-conspir-cy theory was probably the basic decision of

the case. Tuc groups of the public thoushlibhere was conspiracy ——
they werc at op“osite'ends of the spectrum. It was the Cammunistsg: e
or the r;*ntlﬁiﬁzgzgﬂgﬂgﬁdld it according %o these two vieus.
They dissgrced violently on what kind of conspirucy and who

would be involved. The Commission made the basic decision that
there was no evidence of a conspiracy. Shinlk

A Dulles vas a little uncertsin at times as to whether there
had beema conspiracy or not. But this never ripened into bloom.

I am no% sure

;_that Ford: may ‘h:ve| belicved in a 09222E£?CX¢ ST
He mey well have scIt~gomething on the subject, but i don'b %
remenber. Ford wanted to Tige Ball and Redlich because they had
atbacked the House Unamerican Actiyities Counittee in the pastp

Ford also had a ccmPlex about the Stat epartment. He wanted to
get something inte the Report about the gg;gé\ﬂaoartment, After

the Report had been made, Russell made some statemd to tie effct

that he wasn't sure that therc had not been a Communist ¢ gpirscy.
Russell attended the final Comw15°1on neeting and went to the white

House when we presented the Report to the President.
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"R, What do you consider tThé most idportant conmtribution to the -~
Report made by the Commission?

l

It was remarkable that the Commissioners all agreed on anythingoi
Politically, we had as many opposites as the number of people '
‘w%would permit. ‘I am- sure—

i i
b
o

ause of the Court's racial decistons Hale Boggs and’Fogd/’f’
el == thére was;ae~a&g§§g§g£§e Ezzzign/ﬁﬁga:

they were wt ferent end of the political spectfum.

’}-ulles and Jack lc
swwery helpful throughout.
,be heard most of the testing
v;gg§¥ but he was no frtisan. He wad bjective and extremely
helpful. Dulles Vwas also helpful, He had &

but rat proli e. He vas & little bit garrult
{he—vorked hard and wa

s & good member.

-
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all. McCloy was
he missed any meetings and

z

Cloy had very positive

Normally, in organizging a staff you tcke people who are
similar in thought and have one point of view. To the contrary,
the Commission Staff was from all over the country and without
any previous connections among them. Conseguently, it was less
likely that we would get a coh report. The diversity of
selection of the sta ¥ have ' made a positive 'contributisn T
to the Report: On the Secret Service and the FBI, the
?%Oﬂﬂnglon didn't think that Sam Stern s report~was_nbaectiye
por logical. We relegated it to the flles and had it rsgorke
MWM out
that the FB1l had had reason to look up\OSVa é before : vent,
zﬁQiIZ?/EII_EEat'lt did about oswald. Je Edﬁar‘ﬁoé;;:bi;:
ious about it. ~Bubt it Just: had to be done; it couldn¥ibe- e
assed over. We felt we had to call it to the attention of the
tpublic. The FBI had notified the Secret Service about only
g\}n.Dallas befors the visit. And we would also have
coked silly if we hadn't mentioned the Secret Service agents

i going out the night before the assass inat16;~zEM5EIIES“~#?he
staff was in contact with the FBI all of the time during the

i
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o investigation, and the PRI could influence a lot of people
k and persuade them not to cfiticize. There—wes—enothon—itaclon
3 oY ¢ menb—ol Justice-sont..a _f noY, Q.l o the ¢
iZ to—eeb—ao—lisison-with-then. He-was-very thiticel—ofme LIcd
the—time—he—oome—-over-Lo 15 = Tee-Repkin-asGnitef-Gowneed g

T hnd the sreatock confidence-in

in—g FoRT Aalipetra wmositdon

Q. Did the Comaission insist on or push certain lines of inquiry?

A._ T can't think of anythigg in particular. On one occasion we

=

S% onsidered the matter of a defector from the Soviet-Baion.

| The CIA cleared him of chicanery, and we discussed whether to

| use him as a witness. T was sdasant bhat we should not in smy™"
‘w%gﬂbase our findings On4E§§’§§5ﬁi%@ﬁy“ﬂf"a“ﬁﬁﬁGiaﬁ_dﬁﬂﬁﬁhﬂxf

| There was a lot of discussion of this matter anong the
»ig2§é§§§i§§§2§~9222£g:%55ument. After considersble discussion,
ill| ¥8_decided.not bo-use his~testimony.  He had given a clear

[ |l vi T a2—hecitnto-0swald.ss Pornas beinza Soviet 8gent Much

; _la STR at Anderson Housg_,___:{\Lah_gcross CIA Director Helmss

' % me gside &nd told me 'that the- CTA had“tina&lgydggidedww“mw
that the defector -wes a phHoiy. Ford was especizlly interested

! in international aspects of the assassination. Everybody on

the Commission wanted to visit Dallas. Russellcouldn't go

most of the time, but he went down later. Some of the

Coamissioncrs went individually. McCloy scouted the place on
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Q. ' Were you genera Satinfied with the opcration and peformcnce

0f the Commission Staff?

A. I think th-t juégin:; from what developed I have co De satisfie

Q_:Ebwith the work of the Staff.cﬁigzszsﬁm%;- e fmenbersoianrtt

work—too—bende- Bub A1 in allm I tmm good
jdbﬂﬁ-’all, the“individtals weren't free :£0-T0aM.OVE Dbt wim
the whole situation. They had to submerse bthemselves into <

L AMRATTT NOTS AL AATHISOMM. FHL. 40 SNOLED
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i particular aspects of the investigation and the Report. I

) gave my attention to the senlor members of the Staff, I
talxed bto Joe Ball for instance, and with Bert Jenner and
Bill 8olemen. T can't give a firm opinion about the youn*er
men, I dealt first with Rdnkin and then with others. I heve
always operated by Picliing someone T could trust and giving

kim the greatest latitude, I hadlgreat confidence in Lee
Ranlin. He had proved his integrity to me in the Dixon-Yates
case when he was Solicitor General. We had to have a minimua

of publicity if the Commission was to do itz Job, but we couldn't
prevent witnesses from ftalking to the press. I had - thought of
Warren OQlney for the Chief Counsel job, but someone seid thnt

we shouldn't have anyone who was already in Government for

thet job. I apreed. McCloy recommended Rankin for Chief
Cou.nselc W

Q. Do you think that the Report might have been more thorouzh
and more accurate had more time been allowed for the Jjob?

A. fWe had all the time we winted. If we had gone any further we
{ %ougg_have gobtten idto the politicel mess of the presidential
campaicn. There were no new avenues left %o explore. When we
had found somethiny new we did stop and explore. Doubts always
arise in investizationz such as this one and sometimes mulling
thinzs over may lead to doubts that confuse. I believe you have
to brins things to ¢ head. Tenimonths is a long time. . This . ...

W
N murder case could have. been tried 1nv§ng“gourts An-ndt more than
N tnwgg_gﬁgL_ngjuxl_,aGts. The only real question h ad to do

with yhether otiers were involved. Putting it all tosether was
Ia real job. -

Q. Were there any special problems in worting with J. Edger Hoover
and the FBI? |
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.There were po special problems from Hoover and ihe FBI. I

saw Hoover _only once durlng the investigution. We had lunch.
The Secret Service was very coopggggiye end so vas tgg\giAa
Peop.e don't remenber that we had all the fzcilities of the
U.S. Governmenbt investigative agencies at our disposal.

The police depertments throughout the country helped. Ve
gob scientific findings. We had an enormous emount of help.
Never in the history of tke country have so many responsible
agencies focused on the facts and tried to determine then.

~Are you avare of any political consideration of any kind or

any eXeeeise of political influence on any ccmmissioner—Ton
any source?

I don't believe there was any—pQlitiCal activity at all. On
the part of Ford it was_s-mgfte: T+tigal orientation
rather than ideeclorty. I ositive therc was mo—hint of
politics¥ influences I think I can s he—sane thing PAsYe
the staff.

s

What do you consider the chief weaknesses of the Report?

‘I bave always had a pride of accomplishement about the Report.

I don't feel that there is much left to be desired from the
Report. VWe reported every bit of evidence we took in the case.
The recorcCs aréd in the National Archives. We did reach agreemen

among a group of men who were hot noted for their homogeneityi

It seewmed to me thot we had an enormous amount of help from
agencies of the zovernnent at the direction of the Fresident
who instructed them that nothinu should be held back, We got
everythin:, we wanted. We acuieved as much proof as could be
achieved. If I had hud doubts vhebher the EBI and the Jecret
Service were perforning and that it would take something
additional, I would have- 1ns”' :
and the rest of The CommlsSLOn mould hzwve too.

-To whet de you atiribute the negative criticism of and the

growing doubts about the Commission and the Report?
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&. A nubber of things greastly contributed to puttiﬁg doubts in. ...
the minds of people -~ the aotic conditions in Dellas, the
Bystem of nggghggzhering, and the relstionship of tge press
to the news media. Many things that didn‘t happen at all
also contributed. And people all over the world sare Ggon-

i ]!suiratorial— minded. And often there have been conspiracies.,
But our history has not been that way. Outside of-the Lincoln

ﬁ%tnn~—thcre—wefe~ne—¢0nag;£gp1e The attenpt on

i
a

.E Truman was conspiracy of sorts. ‘There's no use discussing

§ this with people overseas. Almost everJﬁEE]*EEEEE“%EIﬁvs it

’1 was some kind of a conspiracy. I talked with the pf€§:‘5~555519
g% of times overseas -- in Ethiopia and Peru. About 1966 en

E% 1967 the Associated Press wented to go into the whole thing

and assigned two men to do a definitive story. They worked a
fwhole year and turned out a book, but it was never publisked.
They agreed with the Gommlsslon, end that was not news.

Q. If you had %o do it over again, what would you do differently
or have the Commission do differently?-

4. I cen't think of anything at the present.time. I don't remenber
‘anything that was basic to the report or its integrity,
I wouldn&t want to revise anything at this time.
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