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Interview witk Chief Justice Earl Warren 

March 26, 1974 

By Alfred Goldberg 

what were the circumstances of yeur selection and that of 

the other commissioncrs? 

Two or three days after the assassination I was in conference 

with the Court when I was told that the Beputy Attorney- 

General -- Nick Katzenbach-—, and the Solicitor General -- 

I believe it was Archibald Cox-- vere waiting to see me. 

Tey told me that because of the rumors and the worldwide, 

<excitement about the assassination, the President wanted 

to apnoint a commission to investigate and report on the 

entire matter. The President wanted me to serve as the 

Chairman of the Commission. 

I had siven thought previously to the matter of Supreme 

Court Justices serving on Presidenticl Commissions ‘and had~ 

concluded thet it was not a good thing to do. _I had expressed 

myself on the subject in both private and public. T declined 

the offer and asked Katzenbach and Cox to tell the President 

why I did not consider it aporopriete. I recommended some 

other people, whose names I do not recall, for the position. 

Ketzenbach and Cox went away, and I thought that ian settled 

it. is ean 4 ial: eu ti AR eageiage oa gent Sen i 

About an hour and a half later IT received a call fron 

President Johnson asking me to come up to the white Rouse 

to talx with him. I went to tne White House. The President 

totd me that he felt that the agSssSinebton was such 4 

torrid event that it @ovld lead us into® We ar, and tnat if it 

Saas ganado Soars married 

had of Deicnsé HCN ° had 

told hin that t] st—strixe in an atomic 
_— 

about 60 million people. I stated my views about the matter 
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“Mexas town that was supposed 

aiBies 

but said that if the President thought it thet important 

for me to serve I would subordinate my views. Ha had al- 
ready told me the names of the other members of the 

Commission. He said that all of the others had agreed 

to serve if_Iwould be the Chairman. The President had 

pointed out that one of the dangers was that the Attorney- 

General in Texas would try to set up a hearing and have a 

carnival down there in Texas. Also, the Congressional 

Committees in Washington would try to set into the act, 

He said that if I agreed to serve as Chairman of the 

Commission all of these other interferences would cease. 

I said that if it was that important, I would serve. 

Johnson announced the appointment by 7:20 p.m. My conversation 

wth him took place about.5:00 p.m. Johnson also said he 

would order the Federal establishment to make any and all 

facts available and to help‘us in every way. - alae 

ZX didn't seo Presight Johnson more than Gio ar three 

times during the whole time we were working on the report. 

And on those occasiongs there was never any discussion of 

the Commission. The same thing goes for everybody else in 

“ the White House. No one tried tq touch or guide eo We 

heid the Report while we checked out last-minute items 

on Oswald, particularly the.one!ahout him stopping in.a 

We had-to-c on rumors and we did. 

Abe Fortas had—any rele ins the Conmission idea 

accepted by LBJ. I had no contact with Fortas ab Shoe time. 

Did President Johnson communicate to you any of his views 

about the assassination? He is reported to have believed, 

at least initially, that-itvwasta Comnunist plot. “ee thao ei aS 

SRS ARO at a Cte. nba naling cance amomaniiaiiagrabuaapennte nun
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p ‘Ae. It was obvious from my talk with Johnson that he was thinking 

( of Kbrugtey and = . There were rumors around the world 

poe ee MEE ee the wap the Communists had teken to get rid of 

Kennedy. These rumors were influencing people here end abroad. 

It was not clearly ex j by him. There were, of course, 

}two epee er ES EE the theory about the 

Communists. The other was that bedis friends did it as @ 

coup é'etat. Johnson didn! alk about that. 
re 

Q. Did you have any pfeconceived ideas about the assassineticn? 

Did you entertain the notion of some kind of a conspirecy at 

the beginning? 

As soon as I read about Oswald working at the ¥exas Sehool Book 

building and leaving it as he did -- the only employee to dis- 

appear -- and after the gun was found,with the cartridges, it 

seemed to me that a surfece case was established. These cir- 

cumstances, followed by his trip from the building -- getting 

on a bus and getting a transfer, then getting a cab -- killing 

Tippet -- and running into a theatre where he tried to shoot 

the’ policemen who ceme to set him -- those made a case. I 

ith in aciracy of any kind. 
When this and other information surfaced quickly -=- the 

gun from the mail order house-- there wes a case. The only thins 

that cave me any peuse about a conspiracy theory was that Oswald 

had been a defector. to Russia at one time. I don't believe that 

I ever developed any conspiretorial theory. oe 

How was the Commission Staff chosen? 

fae 
Lo] 
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= A. The selection of the steff was left to Lee Rankin. He may have 

iS} asked me about people sometines, but I left it to Rankin. He may 

* have known some people were friendly and acceptable. I don't know 

8 whether any commissioners recommended any people. I thought that 

3 the lawyers ought to come from different pert of the country ear 

5 and not from one group. I wanted the men to be independent and not 

nap agin hice Naan aii lt 

6 Sin ee Ee ee , : 
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to have any connections that might leter be @mbarrassing. 

Rankin showed me a list of senior and junior members and the 

Seoprephy ~- where they came fron. 

Q- Do you think that eny useful purpose would have been served by. 

appointment of an adversary counsel? 

A. We were plagued at times bd; Mark-Lane. He claimed to represent 

Osweld's mother and wanted to have an adversary role in the pro- 

ceedinns. We invited the American Civil Liberties Union to 

participate in our proceedin:s. They were appreciative but seid 

they didn't want to be there all the time. There were opportunities 

for public testimony, but only Laneirequested en open public. .-.~ = 

hearins. We invited the Americen Bar Association to sit in on 

_. all of the hearings. They aecevted the invitation, and se local 

lawyer sat in for them much of the time. We never ofifred to hold 

adversary proceerdingse We took the position of not_prosecuting 

but investigetiny the facts. We may have discuszed holding ad- 

versary proceedings, but I don't remember. We broucht Lane back 

from Europe to testify, you, may remember. 

Q- Do you feel that the investisation wa: thoroussh enough? What do 

you consider the most important loose ends? 

Ae The Commission felt that the iivesti-ation had been thoroush enoush. 

We couldn't think of enythins left uncovered or any witness unheerd/ 

I still think so. ne t:has come forth with anything new. All 

of the Commissioners were agreed. , There were no Lense gnds. 

Q. On reflection, do you think that Le uae rave been better ‘to. 

have permitted kkyrx the Comsission Staff access to the X-rays 

of the Président? 

» &As On reflex$ion I do not believe that access to the X-rays should 

have been given. The public wes given the best evidence available —- 

he personal testimony of the doctors who performed the autopsy. 

introduced becxuuse bt wy operated azgeinst the defendant, 

The decision was lers 7 a mine and the Commission ap:. TOved.- Z had 

an ae wh 

t aii De nn ee 

In a trial, the court would. not. have permitted the X-Tays.tO..Decwwsienme on.
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Been people trying to get artifacts related to the assassination 
of the President, and I knew that they would try to get pictures 
of the President's body. The photos were sent to the Department 
of Justice and were not to be revealed without the consent of the 
Kennedy family. They ghould be there for all time to come, They 
represent sequestered, not destroyed, evidence. Président Johnson 
got a committee of pathologists to go over the 

consent of the family. 

X-rays with the 

They examined the pictures and sonsi¢red 
them consistent with the doctors! testimony. For good or ill 

I take full responsibili $e. I couldn't conceive pernitting 
these things béei nt around the country and displayed in 

MUSEUMS 6 And carnivals and_barkers and that sort of thing. 
You remember that the Department of Justice condemned many of 

Oswald's artifacts. 

What is your recollection of the Gommission's consideration of the 
single bullet theory? 

I was inclined towards the belief that the first bullet went 
through both the President and Governor Connelly. I felt that 
the bullet found on Connelly's stretcher in the hospital had 
caused both wounds for the simple reason that neither wound involved 
bone -- the bullet just went through flesh. The force of the 
bullet was subéued when it passed through the President and it 
spent itself going through Connolly. |X didn't put much faith in 
Connelly's testimony at all. John McCloy cited two instances in 
WorléWar I when people who had been shot a considerable time before 
didn't know they had been struck at all, and then after a few 
seconds dropped dead. idn't put much faith in Conn 's 
having heard a shot and thon feeling the wound. A shot can deaded 
one’s emotions or reactions for a sort time. 

Only three shots were fired. No one could have fired fron 
the knoll or the overpass without ba; n ‘seen. Toot “didn't” 
cause any particular debate on the Commission, | 
was not there -—- he was rarely there. 2 
because he was always saying he was g-ing to resign because he was 
too busy. He was busy with the Armed Services Committee. I 
couldn't talk with Russell besause of the SeErepas on eases 

re meek. ER. ks 3 be inane we} Sita pte capbembaa te aeaahite nati
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XY sent Benki k with him. I wanted Russell to be 

awere of evergthing that was going on. I wanted him to put a 

representative on the Commission Staff. He put a woman lawyer 

fron Atlanta on the aan and she kept him informed of what was 

going on. We had no ‘ aifficulty with Russell then. I don't 
remember hig being in on consideration of the sinsle bullet 

theory. Before we put out the Report, Russell wanted it held 
up so he could_godownto Texas and go thppugh the Depository 

Building. He could we@l hive questi ithe single bullet theory. 

What do you consider the most important issues faced by the 

Comaission? 

The non-conspirscy theory was probably the basic decision of 

the case. Two groups of the public thouvhtthere was voneeeneey = 

they were at opposite ends of the spectrum. It was the Cammunists*-s- 

or the rishtowingers who did it according to these two vieus. 
They dissgrced violently on what kind of conspiracy and who 

would be involved. fhe Commission made the basic decision that 

there was no evidence of a conspiracy. - ink 

AB Dulles was a little uncertain at times as to whether there 

had beefa conspiracy or not. But this never ripened into bldon. 
Io am not sure G that Tord. may sheve| believed in a conspiracy... es oa 
He may well have seit gonmething on the subject, but i don'b & 
remember. Ford wanted to Mire Ball and Redlich because they had 

attached the House Unamerican Activities Coswittee in the vastp 

Ford also had a ccnBblex about the Stat epartment. He wanted to 

get somethings into the Report about the Stee oesevtment. After 

the Revort had been made, Russell made some statemé to tne effect 

that_he wasn't sure that there had not be Gonnunist Coagpirecye 
Russell attended the final Conmission meetings and vent to the White 

House when we presented the Report to the President. 

ia geet se Seer arent ft i aa AQHA ah cal be te 
f 

Re as Saipesieeeiade I et wath tes OG vipiiihuehibise foikigyti enc RN RUN: Saracen ea Re, 
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“Q.” What” do you consider the most important contribution to the ~~~ 

Report made by the Commission? | 

A. It was remarkable that the Commissioners all agreed on anything. | 

Politically, ve had as many opposites as the number of people 

would permit. I an- sureties 

euse of the Court's racial Gecistens Hale Boggs ant Fan 

i= there was ne-camaraderie vetusse ties, ems 
UMe A ferent end of the political spe len 

pues and Jack McCt < all. McCloy was 

p22 helpful throushout. Li~he missed any meetings and 

_be heard most of the testin 

\|views , but he was no ‘ti é bjective and extremely 

helpful. Dulles was also helpful. He had a 

put rat proli @. He was @ little bit_garrulo 

jhe-vorked hard and was a good member. 

Nornally, in organizging a staff you tcke people who are 

similar in thought and have one point of view. To the contrary, 

the Commission Staff was from all over the country and without 

tile mind 

any previous connections among them. Consequently, it was less 

likely that we would get a@ cob report. The diversity of 

selection of the sta ¥ have’made a positive ‘contribution 

to the Report. On the Secret Service and the FBI, the 

Gomnission didn't think that Sam Stern's eee ens 

jor_logical. We relegated it tothe files and had it segerked 

ite would have looked we had failed to rxpsxk int out 

bees The. the FBL bh had had reason to look up. Qswa & before the-event, 

knowing (swine ott bh that_it did about Oswald. de t. Bdeer Hoover was’ 

Lous about it. “Bub it just’ had to be done; Lt couldn tide seen 

assed over. We felt we had to call it to the attention of the 

‘public. The FBI had notified the Secret Service about only 

¢ in Dallas before the visit. And we would also have 

ooked silly if we hadn't mentioned the Secret Service agents \. 

igoing out the night before the assassination in Delluss—Phe 

staff was in contact with the FBI all of the time during the 

sagen ge puecied amin ae deve nord see origin oe ide niente ele MER Bs + 

eipcraiatesiniee 0. 

SEA eee i aebsain mtn ¢ hopes font reps eh manip al Ri aco gtt 
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and persuade them not to cfiticize. 

vo-sotse_Hieteon-ith thes, He-was-very critical of me from 

lye ded ae News spb § eggae - 
the—sine—he—came er to 15 tyeRen sre Cirbe founeet \s 

in ig tars: asalisescto sosition Thaf ths =resteast confvidoncse in 
£nR-a- -VGSs G33. = as = z 

d pecans end_the -BBI-cowld_infiuence ¢ a lot of Lin 

Lovo s 

Q. Did the Comaission insist on or push certain lines of inquiry? 

A. Iocan't think of anything in particular. On one occasion we 

nsidered the matter of a defector from the Soviet—Union. 

The CIA cleared him of chicanery, and we we discussed _whether to 

use him as a witness. Twas adamant that we should not ‘in any” 

Way Sit Doe Ssamtney ga es Santiacay Vee ROE) 

\\fhere was a lot of discussion of this matter anong the 

, Commissioners but_no argument. After considerable discussion, 

|| @_decided not.to-use is“testimony. He had given a clear 

bi Tl ef—heakbh—tbo—Oswald_os fares beine a Soviet agent. Nucn 

\| TateHe at Anderson House, I ren across CU CIA Director Helse 

| He took me aside and told me ‘that. 

that the defector was a& “suguys—Ford was especially interested 

in international aspects of the assassination. Everybody on 

the Commission wanted to visit Dallas. Russellcouldn't go 

most of the time, but he went down later. Some of the 

Commissioners went individuelly. McCloy scouted the place on 

ceoton’ bi =e 

his own. # 

LTS. cw es ee eee 

of the Commission Staff? 

A. I think th-t juégin: from what developed I have cto be satisfie 
Fed 5 sesmgetpanenpelpnnd 
ba them L SS WAN —en the work of the Staff. 

werk—tee-bende- But dll in allm I think the Staff di good 

the vhole situation. They had to submerse themselves into y 

hav ree me er LP wt SncioPhatevodbe 
ae 7 SOLS ELS pane re aaa y go sre anne Ma a Sew OO Ste Oy CERN ee Ce ee a3 sO - seiner tard ee 

jobs—arter all, the“individtals weren't free Fox»LOaM~ OVE Dwansisiossinn scons
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i. particular aspects of the investigation and the Report. I 

“8 gave my attention to the senior members of the Staff. I 

. talked to Joe Ball for instance, and with Bert Jenner and . 

Bill Golemen. I can’t give a firm opinion about the younser 

men. <I dealt first with Rankin and then with others. JI have 

always operated by #icins someone L could trust and giving 

him the greatest latitude. I had great confidence in Lee 

Rankin. He had proved his integrity to me in the Dixon-Yates 

case when he was Solicitor Generali. We had to have a mininua 

of publicity if the Commission was to do its job, but we couldn't 

prevent witnesses from talking to the press. I had-thousht of 

Warren Olney for the Chief Counsel job, but someone said thot 

we shouldn't have anyone who was already in Government for 

thet job. I agreed. McCloy recommended Rankin for Chief 

eer” 

Q- Do you think that the Report might have been more thorough 

and more accurate had more time been allowed for the job? 

Counsel. ~ 

Ae ¢We had all the time we wanted. If we had gone any further we 

f would have gotten into the politicel mess of the presidential 

campaign. There were pa new avenues left to explore. When we 

had found somethin; new we did stop and explore. Doubts always 

arise in investizgetions such as this one and sometimes mullin: 

things over may lead to doubts that confuse. I believe you have 

eS ae 

\ murder case could have, been tried in the courts.an-métmore than 

. three days on the fasts, The only real question h ad to do 

with whether. otrers were involved. Putting it all tosether was 

le real job. — 

Qe Were there any special problems in worins with J. Edgar Hoover 

and the FBI? | 
cen + | wee, Bean acakemea! “ER, 28 , or nein ines danee tat | ¢ “ “ “t ‘nt ia pi, i li a i 

to brins things to e head. Ten;months is a long time. This oo owwu.
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-There were mo special problems from Hoover and the FRI. I 

saw Hoover _gply_once during the investigztion. We had lunch. 

The Secret Service was very cooperative end so was the CIA. 

Peop.e don't remenber that we nad BET he tecilities of the 

U.S. Government investigative agencies at our disposal. 

The police depertments throughout the country helped. Ye 

got scientific findings. We had an enormous amount of help. 

Never in the history of the country have so many responsible 

agencies focused on the facts and tried to determine then. 

Are you aware of any political consideration of any kind or 

any exeecise of political influence on any ccommissioner-fTon 

any source? 

I don’t believe there was anymsolitital activity at all. on 

the part of Ford it was _a-mditte: ritical orientation 

the staff. 

| mather than ideotosy. I ositive there was no~pint of 

| politics? influence. [I think I can $ ne—samethin abort... 

What do you consider the chief weaknesses of the Report? 

‘I have always had a pride of accomplishement about the Report. 

I don't feel that there is much left to be desired fron the 

Report. We reported every bit of evidence we took in the case. 

The recorcs erg in the National Archives. We did reach agreemen 

among a group of men who were not noted for their homogeneityor'* 

It seemed to me thct we had an enormous amount of help from 

agencies of the zovernnent et the direction of the Fresident 

who instructed them that nothing should be held back. We got 

everythin:; we wanted. We achieved as much proof as could be 

achieved. If I had hud doubts whether the FBI and the secret 

Service were performing and that it would take something 

additional, I woulé have-insisted on : 
and the rest of the Commission would hzve too. 

_fo whet. do you. attribute the negetive criticism of and the 

growing doubts about the Commission and the Report? 

Le DOCOTAS'g siscisrrwton +
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Ae A nubber of things greatly contributed to putting doubts. in 
the minds of people -~ the eotic conditions in Dallas, the 
Bystem of news gathering, and the relationship of the press 
to the news media. Many things that didn't happen at all 
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ee also contributed. And people all over the world sre don= 
3 | [spizatorial- minded. _And often there have been conspiracies. . 

en 

2 dl But _our history has not been that way. Outside ofthe Lincoln 
| assassingtion;—there—were-no_eonapiracies, The attempt on. 
Truman was conspiracy of sorts. ‘There's no use discussing 

whis with people overseas. Almost everybody there thinzs-it 

was some kind of a.conspiracy, I -talked with the press a couple 
of times overseas -~ in Ethiopia and Peru. About 1966 on 
1967 the Associated Press wanted to go into the whole thing 
and assigned two men to do a definitive story. They worked a 

[ wnote year and turned out a book, but it was never published. 
They agreed with the Commission, and that was not news. _ 

Q- If you had to do it over again, what would you do differently 
or have the Commission do differently? - 

&. I can't think of anything at the present. time. I don't remenber 

‘anything that was basic to the report or its intesrity, 
I wouldn&t want to revise anything at this time. 

Ash. Ghd Sepa de oe . ss j oes Bish nn aS SMa an ree RTE 
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