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In accordance with the verbal request of Mre Melvin Yisenberrn
nof The President's Comrission and wilth prior approval, SAs lHenry B, Helberger
and John F. Gallagher wet witu Mr. FBisenberg on 3/26/6<, to distuss spectroe
graphic examinacions conducted on wmaterials rslaifing to the assassination of
dresident Kennedy., L ‘ : : o

SA Heiberper discussed the spectrographic cowparison examinations
shich he conducted in the Laboratory. SA Helberger advised that the Juad \
11loy of the bullet recoverad from the attempted shooting ol General Walker

& a8 dlfferent from the lead alloy of a large bullet fragment recovered Irgq
! the car iu which President Kennedy was shot. SA Gal'laghem advised ' 5
™ ir, Elgsenberg ithe spectrograplhic examinaticas of the bullet fragments N
"l recovered from the wound in President Kennedy's head and from the vebhicle
! ln which President Kennrdy vas riding at the time ¢f his assassination were '
composed of the same chemical clements, ‘ ’

As rcported inm wy memorandum ¢f Marsh 17, 1964 (Jevons: to Conrad,

1 ER HARVEY OSVWALD, IS - R), SA Gallagher discusscd with Mr, Eiscnberg the |
8l .eutron activetion analyscs of the pavaffin casts from Oswald. This e,
@ technique you will recall revealed deposiis on the casts characteristlc
& > powder residues, Howover, it was notipossible to distinguish the powdcr
”%:esidues of the riile cartridges from the powder residuzs of the revolver
& .artridges. It was in coecnection with this cxamination that lx. Eiseanberg
‘then discussed with SA Gallagher a letter of Dr. Paul C, lebersold, Director,
‘i )ivision of Isotopes Development, Atomic Lnergy Counission, to C !

vssistant Attornoy Gemeral. Herbert J. Jilller, which was dated Decewmber 11,
11963, and subsequently forwarded to The Commisscion, 1o recad Ziom this
letter tue followilng: '
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" demorandum to Mr, Conrad

fle: ASSASSINATION OF - |
PRESIDENT TOHUN F. KENNEDY,. ;
11/22/63, DALIAS, TEXAS '
62-109060 : -

"ye would hopo soon to have wore detalls
on whether the method (neutren ~ctlvation
avalvses) will give useiul information to
‘distingulsh between smoke deposi {rom
revolvers and those frcw rifles--~by mcas !
of thair distribution on the body cf the
person firing them and by the levels of
: “antimony and barium (and perhaps ather
. elements) deposited.”
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was avalloble at tils dJdate.

It was pointed out by 84 Gallagher

thet Dr. Aebersold's letter was wrltiea pr
activation analyses examinations o Oswald

ior to the actual
'q casts. XNo clcments’

were found during tbese ftests to distincuish between rifle and
revolver deposits., MNr, Gallagher further pointed ou% that the

data in the prescnt instance were further complicatcod by Oswald's
firing of the revolver subsequent to the firing of the rifle and

by the fact that the casis lhave been chenically treatcd and wasied
prior to receipt for neutron activation analyses. Nothing has

come to our attcntion ond to our knowledg? nothing has been doane
subsequent to these examinatioas wilch would assisti further in the
interpretatton of the data obtained from the activation analys2s -
of the paraffin casts from Oswald,

A

None, for iniormation.
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