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: To furnish the Departnent our roqponsc to ESSlStant Attozney
:ral UOrLeiﬁ/J. Miller, Jr.'s request for Durcau recommendation conce1nin~
»oeltion of pxysical items recejived during the sssassination invest1ga~;on

¢ T T e T I

APG Merbert J. Miller, J»r. by Jetter dated 2/10/G5 advised . 7¢ &
sideration is being given to the dispesnition of physical items in . o0 0} .

secsion of the Government which were consjdered Iy the PresidentSs

nicsion in connection with the assacssination investigation. Ee furnishbli

ist of §" items forwarded to hin by Mr. J. Lee Rankin, - .. o ..
L ° - {\\

AG Miller desired comments as to the the gppropriateness and_}
isnhility of retaining these itens. He derired ovyr judgment whether |
1S in our posscssion should be retained for possible use in subsequent
:stigntions, lie desired to know if variovs documents and letters are of
stantial interest as rclated to future investigations which could be. .

ved only by retention of the 011"1"\1 Jten 1ath€z thqn by a copy._i;

10

The comnontg of 1ntcrcstcd diVi”'OPb vho pﬂ1t1c1pated in the 5’
est .gution were requested; namely, Domhstxc Intc']iﬂcnce Laboxqtory
Gfxe111 Inv0°ticat1ve DlVlSlonq.;”-w-rw G ~'.-~_\;,;.~h,ﬁy :
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Tie Domcstic Intclllgcnce DiVJs*on'b pos;L on was the U, S,
erunent ¢hould retain the originals of 'all physical evidence 1»:31'11:311'T to”
assossination as recomnmended to the Department by the President's
missinon, Othesr property belopping to Hal»ﬂq and/or Lee Harvey OSled not
ating to ¢he assassination, the oxlg-nllbl feed not be retained by -the
crment, £s to letters and documents, coples will suifice. 1in connection
h .wy Po<'1blc futuxc incht1ﬂ~t10n 1evqrdnng tho partlcular wtem..
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Hemorendum to Llir, Delmont B A e el
RB:  /HSAGSTHATION OF PRESIDENT JOItd ¥ITZGLRIID KELI: E['Y

: Ia connectlon with Marina and Imc nnrvey Oruqld's prooelty; the :
Curoau has in posscssion a letter from Nenlin dated lovember 16, 19G4 vhich
indiccted that as soon ag whe Comrission received afoplnxon 1r0m the AttOLnCY
General we vould be advised as to what Jtcms \ould hc ro;urncd to the owners
includwn" Rnbert Oswald.-_ f“'~<“_ ”;; E .;.;; 5 oS AeTR Yy

TLe Ll £
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Thc thoratory s position i”, it Lnows of o prcscntly pendinv or
contcnwlat d Laboratory action which would definitely require the retention
of these items, However, it does not scem inoppropriate;, in view of the
imporiance of the matter and the tremendous apount of work previously -
perforned, 7or the Government to retain pnlm.nnntly as a part of the -
pelma"“nt record those original items of cvidence vhich played an important
part ju the investigation and conclusions in the cesic, for the purpose of
ncetin:s precently unforesceable questions or problens which may arise
subsequently, If this is done, the Laboratory supggeets that Commission
Pxhibit 557, which is the test cariridre ~usces from Cewald's rifle Le added ..
to tbc 11‘t of itcms to Le retained, ;-} :ffm;_ -:,:1‘.J_;,f;;;_;,

S

: In re"ard to the qucstion raised as to thc neced for retcntlon of th
originnl rather than a copy of the variouvs letters ard documents in the
posscesion of the Bureau, the Laboratory l'nows of no foresccable Laboratory
ciamingtion which will require retention of the original documents and
letters sin-e copics on hand are beliceved adceccuate Zor any futurce Laborvatory
cxamizntion, Jlowever, there may ke coinsidergtions other than Laloratory
exzaminntions which could vcll warrant retention of these original letters

and do-u1"nzq. - = w3y a L e S C - .

Necarding the assassination investipgatior end subscquent .
invesligation concerning the killing of Oswald by Jack L, Ruby conducted .
under the suidance of the General Investipative Division all resvlts of tihese
invest gations were furnished to the P1(Sruent s Conm3591on. These findings
were nuhliched and rtqnd on their owvn, .

< Te dcvclopcd no conspir:cy and there never will be prosccution
due to Osva’d's death, Therefore, the retentioan of oviginal evidence by the .
Durcau serves no usceful purpose, It is noted the Turecau has reteined cither
photo:-aphs oxr copies of all pertinent evidence for the completion of our
Tiles., llowever, we continue to conduct inves 11"9t30n of allegations =cgoavdin
the ansnanjn: Ltion and results are fvrniched o the Uepartment and to }uC(,lCt
Scrviee W\“U it ]o of ncrtlncnt intvrcrt to thc latfex t"ency.* )

i v oo > ]

e As to thc killing of ngdld thi is nurcI} ] mu1dcr casc under the
jurisdiciion of the State of Te:as which has custody of related evidence,
Tesulls of our inquirics in gonnOftxon vith Pnby have ﬂll been Lvrnls“cd to
tho Coxmi””:on nd the Dcnqrumcnt -~ﬁ~~~~ E e S = e wion e n vl B St 7

L= 1t is noted wc arc holding naterial wvhich related to the Tiponit
killing by Cswald, Likewise, there is no resson for the .Burcau to retain
these xibiUS, |, o, it et i

B (SRR A SULE. SRS S SO U SO U U UOT U GNP TSRS S SUNDULP S PUPEP I RS OGP 500 oy




Iemorfﬁirm to B, ﬁclmbn } . T R M * TN S
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e ~ The General Investigative Division is of the opinion the Burcau
should not interject or be pressed into the position of cither objecting to
by recommcndine the retention of cvidence in this matfier as wec conducted the
nvestigation at the specific request of Président Johnson and were acting

in the capecity of a fact-finding agencye - -y me e G, BRI e

Lo e T Y e,
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Belis " Thée Commission is aware the Bureau is acting only as a-tem orary . |
-gpository vntil a determination is reoched as to the ultimate disposal., Ve .

lave, #lso, adviscd the Commission the Bureau would furnish the cxhibits for
ecrmancnt retention if they desired, to whomever would Le designated by the
ommission, e P e mT, T, TEE SRR T TP s T T ST S S B
A 17 the Department determinee the various exhibits and cvidence

L.re to be retained by the Government, tbis is the decision that they nust
.ender and the Bureau should not be placed in a position to be criticized as
to what ic or is not to be retained. Turther, it would appecar necessary that
pproprinte agencies and individuals who furnishced various cvidence other tha

the Fnl, e contacted by the Deparinent regarcing disnositione w7

The Department should be advised of the Purcau's desire to ..
relinqruish exhibits now in our poscession end that such exhibits should be
Hd{urned over to whomever .is designated as expeditiously as possible in view of
Sthe fact the DPresident's Commission's findings are row a matter of public

Jrecord., -

{.crions | o
- SRR I1° approved, the attached letter to AAG Herlert J. Mi]}er,'Jr. be
forwarded esctting out vicws as outlined by the General Investigative Division.
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