1/14/72
Dear Jerry,

Analysis can't replace fact, byt fact means nothing without asnalysis, and often in
the seerch for fact we must have at least o tentative analysis. The less we know about
a thing, the more we must try and figure it out. As you now know, my hunch about
Lattimer's politics was corrcete But I amde a bas mistake last night on your second
call ,not to note the exact date of issue of thet nagezine and couy the exact political
language of that outbursi. As you can see, I later, when I had a chance to think for s
minute, decided %o write a geneval lotter fo lartin anywsy. I wili send him the couy
when I get it, hut it is always posaible he will call $he J"ibra:t"y of Congress, which
can have it for nhin very fast, The provious letter should have shaken him up a bit
unless the wraps under which he is are that tighte

I have anothe: purpose in writing, to ask another thing. I hope you can realize
that from the time of your visit to now I have not been able %o find time to do any
of the relatively litile work ne.ded +o Tinish up the conclusions of P, now L must
write an epilogue, and 1 then have to add +o the appendix, ennctate it and add the new
stuffe. And Pearl is coming, so that meens less tiwe, If there is litile prospect that
we can find the money, Lattimer and that whole operation give us the best kind of what
I call intellectual judo if by some stoke of magic I can get this book out. Slight as
the chance is, I must do it,

One of ¢ e things I need imsediately and do not have is the exact langusge Lattimet
used on Long John, Too late, but I +think you have learned. That stufr about waving the
hat, the angles snd his own lack of qualification and a Tew other things would have been
so cffective in the letters I have writien. And there renains the distinct possibility
that L have not aborted what *+ know was to have been the next gtep.

I should have asked you, since Yyou now do not necd it, having the cassette from
which you are workdng, to send the reel-to-recl tape of this because it might have
gotien here befors the copy IL'm getting, which won't be until Tuesday, if the wails
do not delay it. I can’t see the friend who is getiing it for me berore then.

A% this juncture, I alsc think that unless it can't be aboided, the best best is
%0 say nothing publicly about L and to contimue to collect and put together what we have.
For examusple, I didn't have time to reread carefully all my own files on L. How I wish
Howard could have becn here when that broike, for I have confidence he'd have missed nothing,
I think we can now pub toguthe. one heliuve story. The damage iz done, lot it be done,
and let us work up a doozy, which I'il have to do anyway for the epiloguc. I started
drafting what I will wail him snd Grahsm last nighte I%11 finish today and mail, I hope.
I think the questions to Grahem slone will set him back on his heels, if they don t get
to him Yoo late, : .

How I told you one oi the ¢lips you sent, LIPress or Hewsday, I think guoted Latiimer
as saylng he had had doubts until he saw this stuff, and you know whnt L had proving him
& liar. But you are now in a position to make the most graphic representation ol thise
Take thet IMN letter and this clip, please, put them together and zerox so that the
false pretense anu the political diatrive and perhaps but not necesserily the chart,
which will not be as clear, are on one page. Make me Perhaps six copies. When I get
them I'11 encarcle the eppropriate parts with a red crayon and make some usee If you
would be good enough o do this with one imuediately and send it to Hr. Sid Hurlburg,
¢/o Senator Charles Hathias, Secnate Office Lldge, Washington, in a plain eavelope and
with my return address typed on it, you will not have to enclose a note. bac is a good
friend of Teedy's and Hurlburt koows Teddy's A4 welle The lmow the realities and how much
they can or dare say without Lurnoff o Harshall did promise Mac nonody will see thin stuff,
s0 this will give Mac a measure of Harshall, Now, on the charts, we must Le ceriain that
we do not make & mistake, Without a copy of vwhat L drew for CBS or any other source, Unless
it is clearlt steuper than the Comrdscion, which is not fulrly reprceented by what he
used, we'd best be carcful. Gotta stop. Thanks, great find,



There is not enoug  time between now and when Lil is ready to go to work for mo to do
much of anything, so I'11 conthnue with explanations and expositions, From my own
experiences, which I think arc not duplicated by those of others of us (as, others have
bad experiences I have not hed), I knew as soon as I heard that lineup of Latiiver
memberships that they £it a pattern, If not abselute oroof of what Jou now have in that
Hdif, the chonces were excellent that this had o be his real, inward attitude, I've
known too many such cases, ant I've never known one who wag aot really sincere in it,
One of wy points is ihat the younger of you must learn to deteet some of these things,
for they are, bacause of the changes in our national lir's, she Kads of tlhngs to which
you wil. not likely be subjectad, maidng them hsrder to lezrn, Second, I will use this

to iliusirate why I keep insisting that an the reelly important things I do want &ll,
¢specislly the more brilliant and the younger, to hhink independently. For purpeses of
illustration, not criticism, I remind you of Sylvia's comrent on that sawe lineup, liow
SUppos: We had all assumed %hat ung you did not heve the MHU? We'q have missed witk

what with Hartio, if anytiing can work, way be the most efective single thing, wouldn't e
Suppose now that thig incorrect anslysis had been vine, and I hac pressed it upon

sweryone clse, and bewn persuasive?

You last night reporited to me the disway of both Cyrilasnd Sylvia when this story
broke, They just didn expect it, Yet brilliant as each is, it was one of two almost
certein alternatives,~I was fodled because of Harshall'ls corruption. One of my big
problems now is 4o try end find the right way to exploit thate e did prumise my
Senator friend that he would not ,ermii thds, and he did arrange ite There just isn’t
time and my olher Limitations, like such simple tidngs as nos being able to buy the zas

he parking lotg, are ceripliing vhen taken tosether, But

to go to YWashington ang pay Lfor the

3

if gome of us can be quite for a while and Just collect this kind of ihing emd I can put
1% all tegother -~ and if they don't pull a second wnch toc fast = I think I can do it

in the writing of the epilogue, which will not be s0 Lomyg it can't be read fairly fast,.
Then my porblom will be idng coples, wod L think Bud will help ou thate I'il LIy and

get Jinm to be devilte advocat., for I ftrust hinm and we are nol autemalically at crogs—
Purposes and he has now seen that from loug before it happened + wadevstood it, ‘his should
maike it better, Jir;., however, has 2 car so wndependable his wife won't et bi. drive it
her:, thug he didn t come tionday as he wae supposed to,

One other thing: remcuber what I cauticned you and Loward se parately about being
overhvlened, Listen, but to each of us, including me, apply uour owa critical Judsgem
ments, You erc hoth Jounger then sone of us, which means you have had Tewor expericnces
in life, bug you both have fine minds of JOUT OWi end overy right in the world to make
your own mistokes. If you disagree with the older nes of us, we can ususlly cousult,
But don't toke By word and judgement oo anyons else's without your cwn cveluntions, We
may have less chance of being wrong on this -~ubic c%, especially those of us who know

o

most about it, but we alco can be wrong and hawve

been,

Bo not think you have learned all you can from the gerious mistuke of transcribing
Cyril on Long John first. Do much more thinking about this and Jou may be ablae ¢ under—
stand a better kind of H.0o Az you know, I heard enough of that to kuow that he Wag
graate But I glso knew, again from oxperience, thot the changes of patting it to any
imrmediate zood use wore close to zerc, The only way for the weak 4o f ight with any
hepe of winning is 4o attack. Almost invariably, when the weak def nd only they arc
overwhelmed, Transeribing Cyril was a defegsc of creampuffs. Trw.nz:cribi.ng Lattimer would
have given me some prefty good artillery, ~t a8y or may not have struck the target, but
without the ammo, what do we Tfire? If you reglly ponder this when you have time, this
one small incident cen became very important to your lesrning, to your capabilities with
these Idnds of situations in the future,

Now, please be alert +o any signs of the telegraphing of their next noves, They
m2y do notidneg, depending on whe i- involved and how, or they may do eny of a combination
of things. One of the poseible interpretations of Grsham's silence, vhich accounts for
nt felay in writing him, ic that he is 4n that next step, Please heed thist whatever they do
short of letting an acceptable critic see +hat stuff and come out anc say it is dinsproof
vwill wWltinately be g big mistake for them, Ye 3y be hurt terporarily, but don't get dice
ciuraged, and gather whatever you can on that thing and send i% 4o e oromptly, no nmatter
how seemingly insignificant, They can't do right from their point of view wmless somebody

like sees that I'm thinking of i
solut:ic.%ﬁliiest? fhat now and I'm thinking of whays we can offset that, without any certain



