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Bear Jerry, : 

hen you.phoned I was about to eat lunch and then get to other work. I hau spent the 

day until that moment in correspondence, had just put the enclosed letter to Graham in the 

envelope when the phone rang. I told you then that 1 would have nothing further to add to 

what I had written. But there are, it now seems, Without tine for reflection, that there are 

things that, in your interest, I should. This does not include everything I could, for some 

of the obvious that has escaped you or that you will not see would have an opposite effect. 

One of the tangs I said ts that you should have the most serious doubts about those 

of your elders who have said nothing but good of your Times piece. 1 also said that sylvia 

should have noted your serious factual erro. And somebody, surc as hell, should have told 

you of what will turn off responsibke editors who might read this, people with nore uaturity 

and knowledge of the realities of newspaper life than you do. As I also sad, basically it 

is a fine job. But I did do what tohers did not, gave you scrious criticism it requires. 

4nd I go further end tel} you that although I said what I kmew you would not like, JT was; 

as the others you named were not, honest with youe That Sylvia cid not tell younof tne 

serious factual error ought make you t ink and think hard. Not only in terms of your 

understanding of the fact of the assassination, which is second-hand and relatively slight, 

not only in te:ms of how this could hurt your chancés of publication for what can be a 

vorthwhile thing, not only in terms of your not being subjected to legitimate criticisn 

which would do as mich good as enticing Belin into what he was able to accomplish with the 

‘times, but in terms, but in terms of whg they do not tell you the unpleasant. Can they 

have reason? If so, what is it?,You very well know, for you have often heard me express it 

in the most sincere ways, that I regard Sylvia as far and away the best and the most res- 

ponsible 6f the originak criticis. “his does not, hwoever, mean that I regard her as per= 

fect, any more than I do mysclf. I will go only this far, and you can take it from there 

or not, as you see fit (and if you have the regard for her you should have and that she 

deserves, you will think about it and reach your own understandings and opinions): she had 

to know of st least sone of the error that is easily eliminated, or the errors in approach 

that are unessential if not, as I think, counterproductive and wrongs Yet she did not tell 

you of them, and, like you and me and everyone else, she has her own hangupse You should 

have detected at least one by now. The sooner you do, the better off you will be ana the 

better the friend you can be to her. 

How when I asked you who was responsible for the Wolff footnote you said, without a 

moment's hesitation, "Harris". When I asked you the less uncoiifortable form of the obvious 

question, “hy didn't you say so?", you were silente The correct form is thy did you lie?" 

When you can answer this question honestly and to yourself-not to ne-I couldn't care less 

&6r personal reasons- you will, perhaps, have begun to undeerstand souething about what is 

in your mind that I am not really going to take the time to try. I have a few opinions 

that way not be valid and 1" uot going to discuss them. But the fact is that knowing better 

you did lie, and the effect of that lie was to be hurtful to me. It could not have had any 

other effect, could it? So what was your intent? Why would you lie? The only times I have 

kmown you to do it are to yourself, in childish ways, like in why it is cheaper to buy a 

car you really do not need and in a special waye 

There is one other thing. I told you nothing today that 1 did not tell you before about 

your handling of the Steve itoberts businesse Yet you went ahead and did what was wronge Now 

that it is done, now that everyone else has failed to tell you it is wrong when Sylvia at 

least should have know it, if notothers you did not name, you suddenly realize it. This 

says your uind was closed, and not until I got through to you on other things, like Harris 

and the footnotg would you even consider it. Then you admitted it! But I said less than before 

and nothing Z had not said before. 

Believe me or not, the only reason I went furthe and send anything wonce I came to the 

part on Piame-UP is you, not me. I will not waste this time again. You know about horses 

and drinking, and I have too much to do. I haven8t even unpacked from my trip. Best,
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