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Bear Jerry,

When yow.phoned I was about to eat lunch and then get to other worke I hau spcnt the
day until that moment in correspondence, had just put the enclosed letter to Greham in the
envelope when the phone range I told you then that 1 would have nothing further to add to
what I had written. But there are, it now seems, without time for reflection, that there are
things that, in your interest, I should. This does not include everything I could, for some
of the obvious that has escaped you or that you will not see would have an opposite effect.

One of tic t dngs I said s that you should have the most scrious doubts sbout those
of your elders who have sald nothing but good of your Times piecc. L also said that Sylvia
should have noted your serious factusl erro. And somebody, surc as hell, should have told
you of what will turn off responsidle editors who might read this, people with more maturity
and knowvledge of the realities of newspaper life than you doe As I also samd, basically it
is a fine jobe But I did do what tohers éid not, gave you serious cpiticism it requires.
and I go further and tell you that although I said what I knew you would not like, T was,
as the others you named werc not, honest with youe That Sylvia ¢id not tell youuof tne
serious factual error ought make you t ink and fthink hard. Not only in terms of your
understanding of the fact of the assassination, which is second~hand and relatively slight,
not only in terms of how this could hurt your chancés of publication for what can be a
worthwhile thing, not only in terms of your not being subjected to legitimate criticism
which would do as much good as enticing Belin into what he was ablc to accomplish with the
Times, but in tcrms, but in terms of why they do not tell you the unpleasant. Can they
have reason? If so, what is it?,You very well kmow, for you have often hecard me express it
in the most sincere ways, that I regard Sylvia as far and mgay the best and the most res—
ponsible £f the originek criticis. lhis does not, hwoever, mean that I rcgard her as per—
fect, any more than I do mysclf. I will go only this far, and you cau take it from there
or not, as you sec fit \and if you have the rcgard for her you siould have and that she
deserves, you will think about it and reach your own understandings and opinions): she had
to _know of st least soue of the error that is easily eliminated, or the errors in apyroach
that are unessential if not, as I think, counterproductive and wronge. Yet she did not tell
you of them, snd, like you and me and everyone clse, she has her own hangups. You should
have detected at least one by nowe. The sooner you do, the better off you will be anu the
better the friend you can be to here

How when I asked you who was responsible for the Wolff footnote you said, without a
moment's hesitation, "Harris". When I asked you the less uncofifortable form of the obvious
guestion, "Uhy didn't you say so?", you were silent. The correct form is thhy did you lie?"
When you can answer this question honcstly and to yourself-not to me-I couldn't carc less
§fr personal reasons— you will, perhaps, have begun to undeerstand something about what is
in your mind that I am not really going to take the time to try. I have a few opinions
that nay not be valid and I'm uot going to discuss them. But the fact is that kuowing better
vyou did lie, and the effect of that lie was to be hurtful to me. It could not have had any
other effect, could it? So what was your intent? Why would you 1ie? The only times I have
Xnown you to do it are to yourself, in.childish ways, like in why it is cheaper to buy a
car you really do not need and in a special vaye

Pherc is one other thing. I told you nothing todey that I did not tell you before gbout
your handling of the Steve ioberts business. et you went ahead and did what was wronge How
that it is done, nov that everyone else has failed to tell you it is wrong when Sylvia at
least should have known it, if notothers you did not name, you suddenly rezlize ite. This
says your wind was closcd, and not until I got through to you on other things, likc Harris
and the footnobg would you even consider it. Then you admitted it! But I said less than before
and nothing I had not said before.

Believe me or noty the only reason I went furthe  and send anything wonce I cane to the
part on Fitame-UP is you, not mce I will not waste this time again., You know about horses
and drinking, and I have too much to do. 1 haven8t even unpacked from my trip. Best,
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reporter friend some distance fron “ew York, He had an advance press copye. Jerry had it

by mail not later than todaye If thd reporter told wme that it was largely cribbed from
FRAIE-UP, can I consider that critics are unavare o f it? Of course, the reporter may
be wrong, byt Sylvia did tell: Jerry at least onc t ing was, because he told s that,

T £ind myself nore and rore perplexed, and umore and more inclined %o withdraw _‘ﬂO(I‘e. It is
now almost 3 apm. anc except for the Graham and onc other letier and a brief skin.ding of
the paper, the entire time has becn spent unproductively, .

I think it possible that you uay learn somc thitgs frow this, If you do, I leave that
to you, without sugestion or puidance,
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