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"T Lived Three Lives" 

As son and brother, Robert Oswald is an exceptional man. It 

ls not many who can, with no knowledge of their own, summon the inner 

resources required to call his brother a Presidential assassin and to 

blame this on his mother. And, when a book (“Lee”) not of his writing 

but beesring his neme sppesred, Robert was without reluctance in express- 

ing himself. Then the words came from his own mouth - and they promoted 

t4 his" book. (It wes written by Myrick and Barbsra Land.) 

In a December 17, 1967, appearance on Dallas TV Station WFAA, 

as reported by the Associated Press, "I conclude that Lee alone fired the 

taree shots." The subheading leter in the story is simple and explicit, 

"Blemes Mother." 

This smateur psychiatry did not originete with Robert. From "his 

writing, it began with eminent counsel for the Werren Commission: 

--. [ received a telephones call from Wesley J. Liebeler, an 
,assistent counsel ... He told me he was in an isolsted cabin 
or ski lodge working on one chapter of the Commission's Report. 
He hed reached the point where he wanted to reveal Lee's motives 
for shooting the President, he seid, and that was why he wes 
calling me. "When you want to know something," he said, "you go 
directly to the man who should know the answer." 

Robert "knew" so much about his. brother. he didn't know even the 

size of his family. Almost anyone Lee knew had seen more of him than 

had Robert. Thus, this Commission and its counsel in charge of the 

chapter on "conspiracy," when the question of motive perplexed, as well 

it should, selected Robert as “the man who should know the answer" - 

when Robert had no way of knowing - and went "directly" to him, by 

phone. Liebelor was at Newfane, Vermont. 
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Rven Robert was troubled by this, after "the Commission had spent 

months on its exhaustive investigations." 

Liebeler's ameteur psychiatry led from the Warren Commission to 

teaching law at the University of California at Los Angeles. The ama- 

teur psychiatry wes not his slone. In questioning Robert, Albert Jenner, 

who then aspired to the presidency of the American Bar Association, 

“asked me whether I had seen two films - Suddenly and The Manchurian 

Candidete." When Robert later saw the second film, "it shocked me," es 

well it might, there being, to his knowledge, no Queen of Diamonds in 

Lee's past and no.skill with the rifle. 

Perhaps it is this devotion to amateur psychiatry that leaves 

voids in the investizetion into whether Lee had federal connections of 

any kind. 

Interviewed in New York on publication of his ghost-written book, 

Robert claimed, in the words of the UPI October 2, 1967, story, "that 

two deys efter President Kennedy was killed, Secret Service men suspected 

the FBI was involved in the assassination." The Secret Service then 

held the Oswalds in “protective custody.” 

But, if Robert couldn't give Liebeler Lee's motive, by the time 

his book was contracted, two and a half years later, he was ready with 

"sdditional details of why and how his brother" was the assassin, be- 

cause, in the words used by AP December 8, 1966, "the public needs more 

deteils." 7 - 

Not the public alone is it that "needs more details," Robert's 

lofty and non-commercial motive in permitting his name to be put on a 

book written by bee Ne pnd -Berpere—hend. The official investigation 

needed them, too. - 

Investigators, police and lawyers sre only too familiar with the 

problem of details end having to get some from sources of dubiousf
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dependability. But there ere some areas, those of least official in- 

terest, in which Robert can be the only source, having been Lee's full 

brother and closest to him in age. He had significant things to say, 

slthouzh they were of no interest to the officials. The question we 

fece is not could Robert know, but how dependable is he in reporting 

what he knows? Can his word be taken? 

I believe that on one significant and officially-ignored element 

of evidence he reports dependably. But the reader should be able to 

decide for himself. This again leads to Robert's book. 

As did Robert, his publishers, Cowerd-McCann, Inc., blurbed Lee 

as "a unique and vital document that sheds new light on the influences 

that led Lee Harvey Osweld to murder." The full-page ad in the October 

2, 1967, issue of the trade paper, Publisher's Weekly, boasts of "Robert's 

efforts to protect Merina from promoters." 

All of Robert's earlier professional experience had been with 

bricks, not protecting widows of accused assassins from "promoters." He 

worked in a brickyard. His "protection" took the form of assuring that 

she'd be milked as thoroughly as a prize cow, with 35 percent plus 

creamed off the top. Only Jeck Ruby could have fared worse. The man 

who shot Lee, with Lawrenée Schiller, who was later to call those doubt- 

ing the Warren Report "scavengers", acting as his agent, got less than 

half the take. 

If it requires exceptional courage and devotion to high principle 

to call a brother an assassin and say the blame is the mother's - for 

pey - if this is true sibling love et its exalted pinnacle, resl family 

pride, the authentic Damon and Pythias bit, Robert's financial involve- 

pment with his widowed sister-in-law also was a secret scandal early in 
wee 

the life of the Warren Commission. Of this there was a secret investi- 

‘gation. It is not mentioned in the Report. y+ 
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She chose feme end fortune. 

And here is where Robert's noble ambition, to protect the sister- 

in-law he herdly knew from the "promoters," became important to the 

government. 

isrina's closest friend, the woman with whom she lived, Mrs. Ruth 

Paine, spoke Russian. Marina spoke almost no English. She trusted Ruth, 

end thus had to be separated from her so she could "cooperate," coopera- 

tion meaning saying almost anything asked of her to indict her murdered 

| Husband. 

When Robert's dedication required instant knowledge, instant 

knowledge he developed, on the spot. 

Robert had never met Ruth or Michael Paine, but he knew ell about 

them the day after the assessination, when he visited Lee in Dallas jail. 

The brothers spoke by phone, through a hesvy glass partition, When Robert 

asked what would happen to Marina and the kids, Lee ssid, as Robert report: 

it, that his friends the Paines would look after them. 

"I don't think they're eny friends cf yours," Robert quotes him- 

self as seyahng. 

Which 
When is precisely the instant knowledge he needed to "protect" 

Merina from the "promoters." , 

After publication of my second book, I found the untold story in 

a secret Secret Service report. It was filed February 26, 196h, by 

Leon &. Gopadze, a Russian-speaking agent assigned to the Los Angeles 

office. He had been rushed to Dallas and was the link with Marina. 

Agents Mike Howard and Charles E. Kunkel helped. Gopadze's investigation 

is the Commission's File 86. 

When the Serpret Service moved Marine et al. into the Inn of the 

oe 

ix Flags, they delivered her to what wes to become a package deal. te
 

Martin took it and Marina over. She was later to complain before the
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/Osweld's hetred of Russien Communism and American Communists 

permeates 150 consecutive pages (283-l3l.) of those of his notes repro- 

duced in Volume 16 of the Commission's appended evidence, which almost 

| nobody hes ever seen. Rather vigorously, these say the opposite of what 

is presented in the Report. In his secret writing Oswald had raged: 

The Gommunist party of the United States has betrayed itself! 
[t hee turned itself into the traditional lever of a foreign 
power to overthrow the government of the United States, not in 

the name of freedom or nigh ideals, but in servile conformity 
to the wishes of the Soviet Union ... /the leaders/ have shown 
themselves to be willing, gullible messengers of the Kremlin's 
internationsl propaganda ... the Soviets have committed crimes 
unsurpassed ... imprisonment of their own peoples ... mass ex- 
terminations ... individual suppression end regimentation ... 
deportations ... the murder of history, the prostitution of art 
end culture. The communist movement in the United States, per- 
sonalized by the Communist Party, U.S.A., has turned itself into 
s "valuable gold coin" of the Kremlin. It has failed to denounce 
the Soviet Government when similar actions of the U.S. Government 
bring pious protest. (Spelling improved.) 

Where Osweld, in private, speaking his real beliefs, described 

himself as one "with many personsl reasons to know and therefore hate 

end mistrust Communism ..." (16HlLN2), the Commission prated sbout what 

it designated as his “dedication” to "Marxism and Communism." 

When. there was this gruesome official "What's My Line" with evi- 

dence, history and the investigation of the "crime of the century," 

the real Lee Harvey Oswald could not “please stand up," being safely in 

his grave. In this Report, even his ghost was kept there. If the real 

Lee Harvey Osweld sounds more like J. Hdgar doover than Kerl Marx, it 

is surprising only becsuse of the officiel decision not to trouble the 

country with the real details of the real life end beliefs of the real 

Lee Hervey Oswald. 

What Look eschewed appears on page L7 of the book: 

One of his favorite programs wes I Led Three Lives, the story 
of Herbert Philbrick, the FBI informant who posed as a Communist 
spy. In the early 1950s, Lee watched that show every week with- 
out fail. When I left home to join the Marines, he was still 
wetching the reruns. 
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