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the road, 1 had to shelve my concern with the Rennedy sssassinmation and get on | N l/
7 with my work. )

(98]

1 have never seen an afficis] repord greeted with such univarsal praise as
that sccarded the Harren Commission’s Tindings when they were made public om

o Septepter 4, 1964, A11 the mejor telavision networks devolsd special programs
and analyses oy the report; the pext day the newspapers ran long columns
5 detaiting its Timdings, accompanied by specisl news analyses and editorials.
= Tre verdiglh was unanimous,  The roporh answerss all gquestions, lefy no room for
6 doubl. Lee Harvey Oswald, atune and unaided, hed sssassinated the president of
4 the United States.
- Toe chorys of acclatm dmpressed me, 1 walched television program after
’ program. 1 owaded through the measive oolumns of the New York Times~-=and oven
q ! was Tinally convinced. My carlisr cpsviclion that there muss have besn a
4 conspirvacy ohvimusly had teen wrong., The Warren Commission after months of
o Javestieation hed found ne trace of conspivscy, and 371 of the best news and
7 wditorial brains in the ration were heiling iis zoencius¥oms. | accepted the
vordicl and wurond o othey things.
¥ Yeo momths iater, ieft alome one evening with nothing sise to do, 1
decided to take 2 closer leok a1 the report,  © hed purchased the Doebleday
I Edition, with en fmpressive forewsed by the eminent attorney Louls Bizer. The P
- television programs 1 had seen at the time the report wes Jssued had teft two //
12 vague, negaing questions in my ming,
. The first stemmed fram whal 1 hed beard in Washingion the year before \/
13 aboul  the suspicieusly fast description of

the gumman., Acoording ta the
reparg,  thess details had  come  apparestly from Boward L. Bremnan, &
farty-five-year-oid steamfitter, who had been sitting on 3 concrete retaining
wall opgasite the Texas Schonl Book Depository at the corner of £lm apd Mouston
Streets, where the presidential motorcade made a slow ieft-hand turn ints Elm.

freanzn told polipe that he had sees & man in the sinth-floor sowthoast window
of the depository tefore the motorcade arrived aed that he had seen kim in the
act of discharging his Tiea? shot.

Tpe  initie} shot hed been Fired ot 12:30 PR the Dallas police
dpsiriptisn, ccording te the Warres Report, hed spparently Dbeesn based on
Brepnan's almost issiantanecus account ty polige. Broocan had described the
gunman a5 white, stender, about 165 pounds, & feet 10 inches tall, in his early
thirties. Oswald was wnite, shender, sbout 150 pounds, 5 fest %, trenty -four
gears 014, 1t was a fantastic match, 1 wondered whether it wss possible,

Thie sixth-fiour window of the sniper’s oes! ha¢ beem enly partislly open;
tha room behind 3t was dark, untightad; cartons had been piled up behind the
window s & screen, snd one bad been placed on the window ledge a5 2 qun rest,
Was it possibie that, from 170 faet awsy, gazing up at what mwst have heen 2
shadowy Tigure againsl this dark backdround, Breassn could have come up with a
nearly letter-portfect description of Jswald?

1 had doubted Brennan's ability and had tested my doubts. 1 welked arcund
Hew Tork stropts, looking up et Tighted §ifth- and sheth-floor windows in which
mer ware wirking, Even in thess circunstances, only a portion of a wen's body
would be visible; and | found [ couldn’t tell how tall the wmen wers or what
they lueked Jike. Yot the vommisston had sccepted Bresnan's description,
despite the physical difficulties invelved. Brennan’s accursty wes difficult
to explein, uniess Oswald hed besn pofated out to frasnsn in sdvinca--<but that
15 somothing we will never know.

% Bext, { terned gy atiection to 3 second question Lhat had teen nagping me,

H Texas Goversor John Bowden Coonally, Jdr., whe had bzen riding on the Jump seat
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