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Miss Victoria Harris,
316 S. Broadway,
Salina, Kansas,
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. Dear Miss Harris,

R O

I will do my best to clear up your '
- confusion, _ : .

H. .

I'iancheste e?gn‘ormation from a state- .

. ment I made tokhe FBI a few days after the assassination :
‘and from a telephoned interview with me.

; (I am typing on = bettered borrowed
portable on & ship on the way to Bnglend. The
.Spacing mecha.nismf is tempermental and the table
not too steady).

j . . Let me tell you my account of what happened
L P based not on memories nearly four years old but on )
-a full sceount which I wrote for myself a few days
after the we d.of the assassination. .

When the shots were fired, I was in the first
of two press buses about seven or eight cars behind -
the President's limousine., Our bus was just about to -
turn the cornerftc the le £t and was headed towards the
Book Depository when the shots were fired, After a
" few secondsof doubting that they were _shots, I ran to
‘theffront, asked the driver to stop andbpen the door.
He 'did and I got out. The air was filled with the

the corner asito see the Presidert but his car had

diseppe or the wmderpass., I did not know he had
- been hitjbut” supposed that same political extremist had

merely wanteé}‘tafs)tage a demonstration by firing o gun.

VA Several people were running up the grassy
‘knoll towards the railroad tracks on the overpass, I -

L"‘t-.hou_g‘rn: they musthave seen thke gunmen and I ran with
them. We were joined by plain clothes police wro pulled
out pistols. We climbed the fence at the top of the knoll
and found ourselves on thetracks., There was no gunmen
in sight, As those with me looked rather aimless, I felt
I should reportwhat I knew to NBC so I ran to look for a

.....

MORE/ .

soumnd of mja.ﬁ6 eople scresming in unision. I ran around - - L
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phone, The firsybuilding which looked as if it might

have one wasthe Bdok Depository. I ran in an just

 inside the entrance found a young men who I » b er

only vagudzy. (You must realise that I then had no
reason to suspect that that bullding was implicateqd
in the shooting and I was totally preocecupied with the
urgent business of finding a phone)., I asked the .

. young man and he said: “Youlg better ask him,? pointing
‘ tc;l’another Joung man standing farhbher back in the ground

floorroom, I asked the second man anEEQ pointed fo a
Phone in =a nearby office, N ' '

I called NBC collect and gave them what I knew, .. -
that shots had been fired asthe Kemmedy motorcade went
through downtown Dallas., In the confusion, the colliect ,
charge was nevergr formally accepted by the NBC operstor
and the Dallas operator, checking on the charge a few

- days later, gave NBC the time of the call as i2: 3, ie,,

roughly four utes after the shooting. I hung up and
ran outside andmet a2 motorcycle policeman Just pulling wp -
who told me thatlee had heard on his radio that Kenre gy
was badly wounded an eing taken to Parklend Hospital,
At the same &ime o n gro poy told the policeman that he

. most Important: story (the condition of the President)

by leaving the press bus, I ran desperately looking for a
taxi to get to the hospital. Traffic was Jammed in 211 :
directions. Two streects away it was still moving, I ran
In front of the first car that came along, made it stop,

t in and gave the man $10., to take me to the hospitsal,
Afmy urging he ignored a2li red light s and traffic rules,
On the way I stopped at a gas station to call NBC again

to get to Parkland Hospital just as

the press (which had been delayed since I ®ft it) was
arriving, S able to find a pay phone immediately and
kept it for the afternoon, reporiing on what hsppened at
the hospital, - ’ : .

, to give themgibgg Information that Kenndy had been wounded _
1le

Now,as for Manchester: I told him precgsely

- what I haveéfold you, I iwas not able, even a few hdurs aftepr
- the event, to r any detailed mental picture of either

of the young menI accosted in the Depository. In gegral,
you domot register details which are out side your ield
of attention at any given moment, In the interview,
Manchester pointed out to me that included in the FBI
report is a summarized account by a Secret Service agent
of one ofthe Oswald interrogation sessions in Dellas police
headquarters, In it, Oswald said that as he Bt the
Depository ag’young with a crew cut who he thought was

& SeceetServiceman ran up to him, & owed him SS identification,
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and asked for a phone, He pointed out = pay phone and
Saw the man go tg it. Manchester said hs was 95%

convinced, hg %een all over the ground, that I was -
the man Oswaldmesnt, ' o

There are some discrepancies harever: I do -
notl¢ have a erew cut;® I did not "show" any identification -
but was wearing a fairly conspicuous badge saying "White
House Press;" the phone I was shown to was not a pay

~_phone but an offlce phone.

_ Manchester evidently satisfied himsé f om
these poings enough to purge his 5% of uncertainty '
and, as yoylmow, states flatly in thdbook that it was I.

A1l I can Say i thatlit could havebeos.

B i e U PSP

I hope this scGBount will be some help, I'm afraid

Yoalare not the on% person to wonder about it
I cannot account for your fridnd, It is perfectly

. possible that we both were there at the same time. I

would like to hearhis account,
v o : _ Sincerely,

obert MacNeil

August 22, 1967,
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