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Late on the night of Nov. 7, 163 —~ 
about £2 hours before he was murdered 
by Jack Ruby ~ Lee Harvey Oswald 
may heve tried to place 2 collect call to 
a‘ John Bort” in Raleigh. 
The call never went through and the 

two John Hurts te whom 2 might have 
| been directed say they have no idea why 
Oswald would want to call thers. 

A telephone operator who helped han- 
ie longlistance calls by prisoners in 
the Dalles jail that sight told the U.S. 
House Select Commiliee on Assassina- 
tons about the call im 1978. 

The operator said she had written 
down two Raleigh numbers Oswald tried 
to reach and kept them as = souvenir — 
mumbers listed to a John David Hurt of 

Hillsborough Street and a John William 
Hurt of Forest Road. She said neliher 
call was completed. 

One of the men, John David Hurt, was 
a staff sergeant in U.S. Army counterin- 
telligence during World War Il. 

“YH was a disturbing stery without 4 
conclusion,” G, Robert Blakey, the 
commiltes’s chief counsel and staff 
director, told The News and Observer 

recently. “We could not satisiy our- 
selves that the call was made, thal # 
was made from the outside in or from 

the inside outside.’ 
Three committee investigators inter- 

viewed John David Hurt and his wife, 
Billie Greer Hurt, at their apartment in 

Jeigh in carly i873. 
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‘ Continued frow page one”: 

: "We did look into Me. 
: Mert and Mr. Burts’ 
background, and our 
| judgment was that he 
Was an honest man teft. 
ing the truth as he knew 
%,” Blakey said. “He hed 
bal idea about anything 
stannected with Oswald), 
ne had not been involved : in military intelligence : for same time. And noth. 
ing we found contradict. 
eu what he teld us.” 

- A source with access ty 
some unpublished earn. 
siillen reoorts said inves. 
igators conginded that 
the operater, Mrs. Alvee. 
ta Treen, bed “ne motive 
fe Inve the story’ but 

Ha Bol be corre 
berated.



on . Sounterintell 

” 'Hé sald Be seredd ix 
Surope and Japan daring 
World War U. first in in- 
feligence god ister. in 

CHE, 
Afler ihe war, pHurt 

said, he worked as en in- 
surance adjuster, ghma- 
rly in North and South 
Caroline. retiring am full 
VA Gisability in 1985. 

dobn Wiliam Hurl, 43, 
said in an interview that 
no one had contacted him 
about the telephone ell. 

“AN LT know about him 
Oswald) ig what I've 
read in the newspapers 
and seen on TY,” said 

“™" Hurl, whe lives in a motel 
in Wake Forest. 

He said:he was bern in 
Rolesvillc, dropned out of 
achool in the 1th grade, 
never went into the mib- 
tary serviee, and hed al- 
ways lived in Wake Coun. 
ty, working primarily in 
the Ure recapping busi- 

> Vhe N&O! with assie- 
gance from researcher 

. UG, Hertis of New York, 
sinierviewed sources in 

< five states“and in Wash- 
ington and learned chat 
“the story about Oewald’s 
‘desi call first came te the 
FBie @ffention im the 
wiid- 1960s. ; 

Mrs. Treon, the opers- 
tor. lives now in Spring- 

field. Mo. She told her 
glory tg Arnold Mickey 

itwen, /the sheriff of 
Greene County, Mo., 
*sbout 14 years aga. 

“She gave me the im. 
pression she was scared 

“to death,” Owen said ina 
telephone Interview. “Ab- 
solutely afraid, period. In 
my opinion, she thought 

RE Was telling the 

The sheriff sdid Mrs. 
Treon told him that she 

were im the Dallas City 
“Hall switchboard room 

' on the evening of Nov. 23 
“when two lawmen came’ 
: in. The lewmen said they 
expected Oswald to make 
@ telephone call and that 
they wanted to Estes in 
on the conversation. 
Owen said Mrs. Treon 

isid him that Oswald 
tried to make a long dis- 
fance call, but that # 
didn’t go through. 

“She claimed she had a 
slip thet had been thrown 
in lhe wastepaper basket 
that verified the call.’ he 
aald. : 

. Bes. Treon, $9. conid 
“mot be reached for co 
ment. Her husband. 
George O. Troon, 77, said 

ay that she had ern. 
beer a and had been 

spitalized. 
. Mrs. Treon's daughter, 

- Who was working in No 
, Wember 1830 gs g steno. 
, fapber in the Dalias Pp. 
¢ Hee Departrient, carro. 
boraied her mother’s sta. 

_¥¥. The daugher asked 
“not te be identified. 

“ een, who has heen 
2, Sheriff of Greene County 
s for 16 veurs, said be 
“turned the matter over 
; She the FBI and beard ao 
"more zbout i. 
» A source with accoss te 
some of the House 
 gommittee's unpublished 

investigative reports said 
the cal was handled by 
the other operator, identi. 
fled as Ms. 1. Sweeney 

2 The source said Mrs. 
sTreon wrote the tele. 

.fphene call information 
; down on a Clty of Dallas 
> Long IMstance Call Mes. 
« Sage sheet. Her note said 
Oswald tried to call a 

, dohn Burt’ in Raleigh 
eat 834-7430 or 835-7983" 
<The first mumber was 
* Misted at Unat time to den 
£ David Hurt and the sec. 
-@nd to John William Hurt. 

Harold A. Rose of Balti. 
more. a former staff in- 

“ vestigator for the Select 
» Committee on Assagsina. 
» tons, said he had inter. 
iviewed Ms. Sweeney, 
“whe still works on the city 
reg switchboard in Dai. 

S 
e. “The only thing I can 
». Se) you is the lady in Dal- 
“las I interviewed was 
, very, very nervous, She 
Swas very upset thet I hed 
discovered Aer. She 
,didn’t want to get 
* involved 
- The N&O could not 
zreach Ms. Sweeney for 
; etmement, hut Warris, the 
; New York researcher, 
_Said she told him that 
Mrs. Treon was mistek. 
en. He said Ms. Sweeney 
told him she was alone on 

the switchboard that 
night. 

e- “Trees wasn't there % 
Harris said Ms, Sweeney 

told him. “It wasn’t that 
area code, It wasn't that 
tity (Raleigh), if wasn't 
thai name (Hurt). 
Sevestigator Bose 

observed: “2 think i 
could have stood quite a 
DE more Isoking inte.” 


