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. SUBJECT: CCITIERIPs  Lee XAHEZ;OW -25-££ é é},

] Kr. Lee Harvey OSWALD, an American eitizen, appeared at this Embassy October g,

1959 and atated ¢o Second Secretary Richard E. Snyder that he wishes to renomnece
Yis American citizenship and \that/he had applied to become a eitigzen of the Soviet
- Union. He presented to the fhi#viewing officer his pasgport and the fellowding N
-7 signed, undated, hardwritter tement, the original ef whieh 4 retained hy the =
Emdassy (misspellings are in\original): sy T )
el <7 eI Lee Harey {cq) Ommld do hereby request that ry present eitisenship -
24r: 777, -4dn the United States of america, be revoked, - =« « - - . -
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. .-7n = ¥ have entered the Soviet Union for the express 'I:mr?@&e of eppling L
> "o for citizenship 4n the Soviet Union, through the means of maturalization. eerett a7y
) s g - . cap t 1

5 ot ~r

t.. ™y request for 'citismship is no;mndinglﬁeroré the &xrprm; Soviet =~ ¢
of the U,S.8.R. : . .

-~
- - ",

. "I take these steps for political reasons. ¥y request for the revoking
: ~ - 9f my Amsrican citizenship is made only after the Jongest and most serious
: . a_..- —conslderationa.. ~ L L

e
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© AT affirn that my allegiance i& to the Union of/&viet Socialist Republies.®
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- B oL L . 8/ Lee H. Osald e

. 15vald ie the bearer of Passport No, 1733242, issued September 10, 1959 - -

‘ (retained at the Eabassy). The passport shows that he was born in New Orleans,

‘ louiziana, on October 18, 1939, and gives hie occupalion as ®shipping export agent
Oswald gave his last address 4n the United States as that of his mother at '
L936 Collinmwood Street, Fort Worth, Texas. A telegran subsequently received at ¢
the Eabassy for him indi:ctes that e brother, Robert in vald; resides at

. 1313 Davenport, Fort Worth, Texas, He stated that be was d¥-(a8 m the U, 8.
- ¥arine Corps on September 11, 2959. "Righest grade achi ﬂp.’\{? ?cé B s&:@ﬂc’{_fs’(-
| evidently applied for_hip pussport ta the Agency at San Francisco Tie £44737in ”‘9
: service, He stated {hat he hsd Cont«e:p]a‘ted' the action which he took TNOTRECORDED
i two years before his disg erge s Ha depattiad from the United States throi:sh 'gicw.
- Orleans with the inténi Péftriavéling he Boviet Union through KNorthern &muobéls o
{ He gtales twe first ,app&%eﬁtquuﬁo let| tourist vica §n Helnini? on Gotober 1l

"_mch’?fspﬁf./» _a/omus UF ssoupmyl - coPYTO T HE FBI “‘g;‘?f‘
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} that he app1¥8d for So3fhMcfiizenship by Tetter to the Supreme Soviet en
October 16 in Moscow., He stated that he did pot mention bhis intent to remain
in the Soviet Uniom to the Soyiet Enbassy in Belsinlkd at the time of his vise
application, :

!

L 4 R

thm’ughoiif.t.he_lhterrieﬁOsizila"E"isér{né'r“;és_'a_gjgfééiﬁe s arrogant, and ‘ -
uncooperative, He appeared ¢4 be competent. He insisted that he did not wish
o waste time in discussion or answering questions concerning his ®personal®
affaire beyond what was directly related to divesting himself of hie American
eitizenship. He was contemptuous of any efforts by the interviewing officer in
his interest, made clear that he wanted no advice from the Embassy. He stated
- that be lmew the provisions of U, S. law on loss o citizenship and declined ¢o
have them reviewed by the intervieving officer, In sbort he displaysd all the
airs of a nev pophomore party=liper,
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Oswald gave as the ®principal reason® for his decision that ] ar a marxist®,,
butl declined any further elsboration of his motises, Bowever, other remarks’ :
bearing on hie attitude were made Guring the interview. At one point he alluded
¢o hardships endured by his mother as a ®woryer®? and stated that be did mot intend
%o have this happen to him., He also referred to himself several times as
& ®"worker®, but admitted that he had never held a eivilian job, having entered .
the Marine Corps directly from junior Jear of high school, {He claimed to have
completed high school while &n service,) He stated that his service in Okdinawa
2nd elsewhere ®gave me a chance to observe merd can irmperinlism,'® A4t another
point he reacted sensitively when agked, in connection swith hfs rank 4n the Marine
Corps, whether he felt he should have had a higher grade,
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Oswald categorically refused to &iscuss his famlly beyond stating that he’
¥2s not married and that he has a mother in Texas. He had obliterated the
address written on the inside cover of his passport and steadfastly refused to
give any last home address wntil 4t was elicited by the ®threat?® that nothing
could be done about his request to renounce his citizenship withount this
information. After giving the address noted above, he then confirmed that 4¢
was his mother's asidress. Fe would not say whether he had informed his mother

- and rebuffed any suggestion of eoncern for her, ' . R

Oswald of fered the informtion that he had been & radar operator in the
Harine Corps and that he bhad voluntarily stated to wnnamed Soviet officials that
as a Soviet citizen he would make known to them such informtion concerning the
Marine Corps and his 8peciality as he possessed, He intimated that he might kno
something of special interest, . )

4

Oswald 48 presently residing n mon-tourist status at the Metropole Rotel
»  in Moscow awaiting the Soviet response to his application for citisenship, As
hiz Soviet visa and militia registiration expired on October 22, 1959, and have
not dbeen renewed, he s patently 4n 2 technically 4llegal residence status with
the tacit consent of the Soviet authorities, 2

For wvhat significance 1% may have, the foregoing was also the pattern 4m
‘ e Nicholas PETRULLI case (our Despatch 111, September 11, 1959). Baving
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! evidently concluded, after allowing Petrulli to languish ®illegally® 4n a local |

botel for 2 month, that he was mo asset as a Soviet citizen, the Soviets
» Pointing out that he bad ®overstayed® his wisa,

suddenly invited him to depart

In viev of the Petrulli case and other eonsideratiom;, the Enbassy proposes
0 delay action on Oswald's request to execute an oath of renunciation to the
extent dictated by developments and subject to the Departmentts advice,
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