M WDUM FOR THE FILES

FROM: Mr. J. Iee Rankin, General Counsel

SUBJK(T: Rumors that Oswald was an undercover agent.

Allegations have been ruceived by the Commission to
the eijfect that Lee Harvey Oswald was an undercover agent for the

Federsl Bureau of Investigation or the Central Intelligence Agency

prior to the assassination of President Kennedy on November 22,
1963. ‘This memorandwn reviews these allegations and surmmarizes
the action taren to date by the Commission.

On Wednesday, January 22, 1964, I received a telephone

call .rom Wegguner Carr, Attorney General of Texas. Mr. Carr stated

that jiz had received on a confidential basis an allegation to the
effec ., that Lee Harvey Oswald was an undercover agent for the
Feder:l Bureau of Investigation since September of 1962 and
that lie had been paid $200.00 a month from an account designated
as lio. 1(9. Mr. Carr iundicated that this allegation was in the
hends of ihe press and defense counsel for Ruby and suggested
that 1is infornation came ultimately from District Attorney Henry
Wade, althoush he stated that he had not discussed this matter
direc.ly with Wade.

Afier a discussion with the Chairman of the Cormission
and -, I-zon Juworski, I contucted Attorney General Carr. 1 asked

the /v torney General to contact District Attorney Wade and try to




no

ascertain more definitely the source of this allegation.
At the request of the Chairman of the Commission, I also :
asked Jr. Carr to ask W . de and his assistant, Bill Alexander,

to com=2 to Washington as soon as possible to discuss this

matter.

A meeting of the Cownission was called for 5:30 p.m.

- ~

on Vednesday, Jznuary 22, 1964, A1l the members of the Commission ;
were rresent with the exception of John J. McCloy and Senator
Richari B. Ruscell. This specific allegation was discussed in

detail by the Commission. It was recognized by all members of

the Ccnmission that, althoush this allegation was probably not
accureate, this matter had to be regarded seriously by the
Commission. It was agreed that the Cormmission would have to
take wnatever action necessary to pursue this matter to fineal
conclitsion. During the mzeling efforts were made to contact
Attorrey General Carr again. When he was contacted, Attorney
Generel Carr stated that District Attorney Wade had been unable
or unwilling to specify the source of this allegation in more
detail. He informed me that he and Messrs. Wade, Alexander,

oworecki and Storey would come to Washington the next day.

On Thursday, January 23, 1904 Secret Service Report

No. (T was brougnt to my attention. 'This report is dated

Janmuury 23, 1964 and summarizes an interview by Agent Bertram
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with Hcuston Post reporter Alonso H. Hudkins III. A pertinent
paragreph of the report reads as {follows:
On December 17, Mr. Hudkins advised

that he had Jjust returned from a weekend

in Dallas, durinz which time he talked to

Allen Sweatt, Chief Criminal Division,

Sheriff's Office, Dallas, Chief Sweatt

mentioned that it was his opinion that

Iee Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 a

month by the I'EI es an informant in

<+

connection with their subversive investica-

tion. He furnished the alleged informant

nurber assigned to Oswald by the ¥FBI as

nSlr(Eu .
The report concludes with the request that Chief Allen Sweatt
of the Dallas Sheriff's office be interviewed regarding the
above ¢llegation. Upon being informed by representatives of
the Decret Service that this subsequeut interview had not yet
taken jlace, I recauested that it be done immediately.

On Friday, January 24, 1964, the Chairman of the
Commission and I met with Attorney General Carr, District Attorney
Wade, sssistant District Atlorney Alexander, Mr. Jaworski and
Dean Slorey. We reviewed the situation to date. District

ttorney Wade and others of the Texas reprecsentatives stated

that tle rumors to the eifect that Oswald was an undercover
agent vere widely held among representatives of the press in
Dallas. They stated also that Mr. Belli, attorney for Jack L.
Ruby, vas familliar with these allegations. Wade stated he was

also avare of an allegetion to the effect that Oswald was an

S Fal . - - 72
lnformint for +tpe CIA and carried Number 110669.




Disirict Attorney Wade and Alexander stated that

the sonrces for these allegations or rumors were several
reporiers, including Houston Post reporter Hudkins. They did
not pinpoint Hudkins as being the source of this infTormation, 5

but they did nol name any other individual reporters. They

both indicated that they would not vouch for the integrity or
accuracy of these revorters. They did inform us that this
informition was not disclosed in chambers during the bail hearing
on Mondlay, January 20, 1964. District Attorney Wade stated that,

based on his experience as an FBI agent during the veers 1939-43,

he did not think that the number would be either a payroll or
vouche:” number carried on the Burcau records. He sugsested
that tlie records are not kept that way and would not show the
name o.’ the informer, who would probably be paid by the FRI
agent n cash. He further stated that in his experience it
was customary for the agent to carry the informer on his books
as a nmber,

There was a general discussion regarding other
informition disclosed in the investigative reports which lend
some degree of credibility to these allegations. Among other
matter: discussed at the meeting, the following were stressed:
(1) th: use by Oswald of Post Office boxes; (2) use by Oswald

of aliises; (3) the lengthy 2-hour interview conducted by the
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FEI of Oswald in August of 1962; (4) interviews conducted

by Special Agent Hosty in Dallas regarding Oswald's where-

zbouts and the failure to notify Secret Service of this

informe tion; (5) the comment afier the assassination of Special
Azent Tosty that Oswald had contacted two lknown subversive agents
about 15 days before the assassination; (6) Oswald had Special
Lsent Posty's car license and telephone nunbers in hisg notebook;
(7) Oswald's mother has stated that her son was an agent for the
FBL or some other federal agency; (8) Special Agent Hosty was
transferred from Dallas two weeks after the assassination.

The Chief Justice decided to present the results
o' this meeting to the entire Commission on Monday, January 27,
196k anl decided to propose tenlatively that necessary inquiries
be made concerning these allegations and that this memorandum
be prepired for the record.

On the evening of Friday, January 2u, 1964, a member
of my s.aff was informed by representatives of Secret Service
that Allen Sweatt, Chief ~f the Criminal Division of the
Sheriflf s office in Dallas, had been interviewed regarding
the allzgations made in Secret Service Feport No. 767.

According to this oral revort, Sweatt stated that he received

the all:>gation from Mr. Alexander in District Attorney Wade's
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office. He also mentioned lHouston Post reporter Hudkins as

a sour:e of the information. When Sweatt was informed that
the nuuber in a similar allegation was 179 rather than 172,
as he 1ad indicated initially, Sweatt indicated that Ge would

accept 1729 as the correct mumber. Secret Service Inspector

Kelley expressed his view that liudkins was not very reliable,
based Sn previous unfounded reports which he had furnished to

Secret  Service.
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MEVORARDUM FOR PHE 1 LLES -
FEOM: Mr. J. Tee Rankin, General Counsel

SUBJECT:  Rumors that Oswald was an undercover asent.

Allegations have been r.ceived by the Commission to
th> elfect that Lee Harvey Oswald was an undercover agent for the
Feleral Bureau of Investigation or the Central Intelligence Agency
br.or to the assassination of President Kennedy on November 22,
1903. ‘'ihis woemorandun reviews these allegations and swmarizes
the action taken to date by the Cormission.

On'WGdnesday, January 22, 196k, I received a telephone
call From Wapgoner Carr, Attorucy Cenceral o Texas. Mr. Carr stated
thét he had received on a confidential basis an allegation to the
effect that Lee Harvey Oswald was an undercover agent for the
Federal Burcau of Investigation since Scplember of 1962 and
thet he had been paid $200.00 a month from an account designated
s Ho. 1(9. Mr. Carr iudicated that this allegation was in the
henis of the press and delense counsei for Ruby and supgested
that his information came ultimately froum District Attorney Henry
Wadz, allhough he stated that he huad not discussed Lhis matter
dirzctly with Wade.

After a discussion with the Chairman of the Commission

€

and Mr. Jreon Juworski, 1 contocled Atlorney General Carr. 1 asked

the Allorn:y Geueral to conlact Distriet Attorney Wode and try to
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ascerlain more definitely the source of Lhig Allepalion.

At - he rcqnést of the Chairman of {he Comnission, I also
asked Mr. Carr to ask Wode and his assisg ant, Bill Alexander,
to come to Washington as soon ag Possible to discuss this
malter.

A meeting of Lhe Commnission vas called [or 5:30 p.m.
on W:dnesday, January 22, 196k, All the nembers of the Commission
were pregsent with the exceplion of John J. MeCloy and Senator
Richird B. Russell. This specific allegation was discussed in
detail by Lhe Conmission. Tt was recognized Ly all members of
the Conmission that, althouch this allecation was Probably not
accurate, this matter had Lo be regarded seriously Dby the
Commission. 14 wag agreed Lhalt the Conmission would have 1o
take vhatever action necessary to pursue this matier to final
conclusion. Durinsg the nzeting efforts vere mide to contact
Attoriey General Carr asain. When he was contacted, Attorney
Gener:l Carr stated that District Attorney Wade had been unable
or unwilling to specilly the source or this allegation in more
detail. He informed me that he and Messrs. Wade, Alexander,
Javworski and Storey would come to Wachington the next day.

On Thursday, January 23, 196k Secret Service Report
No. (07 wag brought to my attention. ‘fhig report is dated

Januar;- 23, 1964 and summarizes an interview by Agent Bertram
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with Hoaston Post reporter Alonso H. Hudkins I1I. A pertinent

pararraph ol Lhe reporb reads as rollows:

On December 17, Mr. lHudkins advised
that he had just returned from a weekend
in Dallas, during which time he tallked to
Mlen Dweatt, Chief Criminal Division,
Sheriff's Office, Dallas, Chief Sweatt
mwentioned that it was his opinion Lhat
Tee Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 a
month by the I'MI as an infoormant in
cornnection with their subversive investiga-
tion. He furniched the alleged informant
nuwnber assigned Lo Oswald by the FBI as
"syret.

Ihe report concludes with the request that Chief Allen Sweatt
of the dallas SCheriff's office be interviewed regarding the
above alleguation. Upon being informed by representatives of
the Decret Service that this subsequent interview had not yet
Loaken ploce, 1 reauested that it be done inmediately.

On Friday, Januury 24, 1964, the Chairman of the

Cownission and I met with Attorney General Carr, District Attorney

Wade, Assistant District Attorney Alexander, Mr. Jaworski and
Dean Storey. We reviewed the situation to date. District
Attorne r Vade and others of the Texas repreventatives stated
that th: rumors to the elfect that Oswald was an undercover
agent were widely held among representatives of the press in

Dallas. ‘"Yhey stzted also that lMr. Belli, attorney for Jack L.

RSN
Ruby, wias Lamiliar with these allepations. Wade stated he was Lot
b W
Adak
also aware of an allegation to the effecet that Oswald was an 2;._.
informant for the CIA and carried Number 110669. LU;F
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District ALtorney Wade and Alexander stoated that

the sources Cor these allegations or rumors were sceveral
repo:ters, ineluding Houslon Post reporter Hudkins. ‘They did
not Hinpoint Hudkins as being the source of this inTormation,

but _hey did nobt nwne sy other individual reporters. They

both indicalbed that they would not vouch for the integritly or
accu tacy ol Lhese reovorters.  ‘They did inform us Lhat Lhis

info malion was not disclosed in chambers during the bail hearing
on Monday, January 20, 1004, District Attorncy Wade stated that,

baseld on his experience as an FBI agent during the years 1939-43,

he d.d not think that the number would be either a payroll or
vouc ier munber carried on the Burcau records. He sugpested
that the reccords are not kept that wvay and would not show the
name of the informer, who would probably be paid by the FBI
apen: in cash. Ie further stated thut in his experience it
was customary for the agent to carry the informer on his books
as a number.

There was a general discuscion regarding other

L

information disclosed in the investigative reports which lend
some degree of credibility to these allegations.  Among other
matters discussed at the meeting, the ollowing were stressed:
(1) the use by Oswald of Post Office boxes; (2) use by Oswald

of aliases; (3) the lengthy 2-hour interview conducted by the
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FEL of Ouwald in August of 1962; (4) iuterviews conducted

Ly Spzeiol Acent losty in Dallas regording Ouwald's where-
zbouts and the failure to notilly Secret Service of this
infornation; (5) the comment af'ter the assassination of Special
Acent Hosty that Oswald had contacted two lnown subversive agents

sbout 15 days before the ascassination; (6) 0swald had Special

fvzent Hosty's car license and telephone nwinbers in his notebook;

(1) Oswadd's motlier has stated that her son was an agent {for the !

B 01 some other federal agency; (8) Special Agent Hosty was

transierred {rom Dallas two weeks ufter the ascassination.

The Chief Justice decided to present the results
o' this meeting to the entire Conmission on Fonday, January 27, :
LYo sind decided Lo propose tenl

cavively thuat necessury inquiries b

be made coneerning these ollegelions and Lhat this memorandum

be prepared for the record.

vy

On the evening of Friday, January 2y, 196’1, a member oo

IIIA \:

of ' my staff was informed by rcpresentatives of Secret Service "‘:.:"'

that A len Sweatt, Chief -£ the Criminal Division of the
Sherif™'s office in Dallas, had been intervicwed regarding
the allegations made in Scercot Hervice Report No. T767T.

According to this oral report, Oweatt stated that he received

the allegation from Mr. Alexander in Dislrict Attorney Wade's




