AGENT OSVALD Herpold Wolsherg

Suppose either Les Harvey Uswsld, the man accussed nf assassing ting

o

X Ruby, history's wmost public murderew,
the men who 4id BIL1 Osweld, had been FBI Informenba?

Cen 1% be imegined whnt kind of problsus and orises the soverne

In those days bthe grost numbsy of Inforwants the FBI hro was nob
goner: 11y known, People were unwilling to believs it snd the FBETY
sbesdiasbly deniad 1t, ss doss every sscret-molice force sverywherea,
But tie FBI did - snd doss - have & vest numbsr of informants broken
into (@0 brosd categoriaes: OV, for eriminal, and “S", represcubing

what to the FBI i3 "security” but in reality is pollitical. Any one of

o

these Ia the proveiling officisal wiew, can bn mors valunble thena 1,000
real fgzents.
Well, the government®s problem wss svon graster, for boih

Oswald aznd Ruby wers FBI informentsl

The F3I, of course, deniss 1.

Thais, whan President Lynden B, Johnson lomedliately pub J. Wdgsr
Hoover im charge of the official investigation, svan though thers was
no federsl jurlsdiction, it thsr rct bolng & federal crime %o kild
ths President, Hoover wes put in the poaitisn of Iavestigating nhimssll
{somzthing he may not hove known when the Job wes given him). This
became sven more true when, & week later, the Worren Commission was

@ Py

Ite wo Jor investlgetive arm.
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But Hoober's position wes wmuch luproved by the appointment of
the Ccmmission for he was then no longer in the pesition of resching
end assuming responsibility for the finsl, officisl conclusions while
he resminsd able to and, In fact, 4id dorminste those econeclunions by
contreiling what the Commission could snd did ¥know and could not knew.
These things were woll ¥nown to the Cowmmission, especially to

its respentec zbalf. Az wi3h 211 such bodles, the members ars lerzely

L]

Tigurthends, the staff doing the renl work, Mawmhers are alws

selactod becauss of their national stmturs. Thay ars alwzys too busy

A Tew of the top-ssoret sxscubivs ssssions of ths ¥Warren Com-
missicn - 30 ultra secret aven its shaff was excluded and members were
gssur«d they would never even gzees the nienogeaphic Stranscripts - read
like the remblings of elderly gentlewomsn zathorad ot a koffes kleoteh.
They zesndered sbout such things ee what thoir wives had heard, zZos-
siped obout federsl agenciss, sometimes spaculated in childish ways

B pate e " R » : i
sbout what uwss cubsids thalr undsratonding

of Hths very busiest of men, men alresdy overcommitted te the publie
ryice, axcept for ths two with past intelligencs sommoctions,

Allen W, Dulles, whe presidsd over the Cenbrsl Intslligence Agency
w period of its preatest growth and more spsctnenlsr dis-
asters, of which ths Bay of Pigs is werely the ons that lsd to his

tiremebt;: and the well-known internstional banksr, John J.
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slx menths, wes inberrupted the first dsy by his urgent nesd to fly

to Maxino for a hunting expedition.



An a msmbter of fesch, it would have baen JifY
sible, to selact an acsepiabls Cormissnion with mewbers on frisndlier
#
terms ¥ ith the governmeantts inkellizence cowmmity oxcept, possibly,
for th: chairwman, then Chiel Justice BEsrl Wesrrom, snd Kenbtucky's
Republican Sonstor, John Sasrman Cooper. The late Senstor Richred B

Russel]l of Georgle presided over the three-monkey legislative super-

visicn of ths €IA, a2 filcticnal econtrol sllegedly exercissd but nsver
E]

¥

a roality. House of Represcntatlives Ropubllicaon Leader Gerald R. Ford,

gung he for the CIa, was snd remsins one of Hoover's wmost vecsl sd-

mirers, Until intrustions inte his personal 1ife beocome inbolereble

L3

l2ts snrin

for Lovisisna Songressman Hele Boggs in th
he wes Ford's Demoeratic countsrpart, he, too, wes Hooveris sbaunch
suppoiE r. Then, when Bogose finelly wseds complaint sbeut the FBI, he

gtill jelt compelled to praise Hoover, saying of him no mors thin th

Hoover hed grown too cld in his L7%yser control of the FBI, whilch he

el

of 1971, when

1Rvd

hed he:ded glnee ibs greecticn, then g2pocinted to the Job by & libsral

Attorngy Jenersl, Harlan
the Suyrems Courkb.
An evershelwing majority, five of tha seven meubsrs appoinbed

by bhe Democratic Fresldeni, wers [rowm the mioneorily Hopublliscsn

ct )
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This 14 excepticnal, I1f not entirsly unprecaedented, in our poll

hisbory. Indellligencoe and conge: LV ts wers disproportio

n..
stely repraesented., Heilther of ts, both Southernsrs,

In facl, bhe one parspscitis tocking 3 Commlission wsg the

'3 @

gounbryts iz jorliy, Easnno

TR
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Tae Commission inherited its first crises, of the sccussed 88888~
sin'e and his assessin's VBRI connschblons. 1ts solution wes traditional,
not inventsd by fsodern Amorican burssucrscy: evaslon, semantics, lies
and the destruction of evidsnce.

vhet it could not gel asround any other Way, it

aever wntil this mement reported.

s took wpe [ive ysars of Gillgeut ¢iggling in the suppresaod
¢ shooking prool of this, and then ib was gbu¢51

3 % Yo g LA AR P e o) " %
Ridden hnere on WI 14 novs: thiak to iogok For ite.
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Commias,. on [iles Go gst t&

fne dommissionts Report, Gl2 peges long ond bthecs pouads heavlis
was delayad from the first of Juns until the end of Septomber 196l by
the need to got around this complication in offisial 1ife - thab Dboth
the sccussd sgssssin and his assaasin had been FBI intopmanbs. TwWo
having

months later, the laboring ouse/brougnt forth this pountain of words,
1t Birthed an oanormiuny oF scemingly persussive documontsbion, Z6 more
13

sroomol 8 volumes of evidenca’, an entire ronge of worbsi mountalns,

the Repor:t itself. They oCCUPY throe feeb on Wiy

o

11 squ i in size ©
booislinlves.
{Unly an obluscotod fragmont of this, the vital evidenve and

the edrarrassing officisl sacred, is anywhers in these sabimated
10,006,000 words rhst to tnls dey heve not saziisfiesd most Amerlcanss
Yot unbil page 325 of the Repors 4id the Commission get around to its
antiruly Talse repressnistion of the nidden fact thet both ‘Ruby and
Qswald had been FBI informants. Most of the Report is the ivrelevant,
baokground and nicgrephical dabs on Oswald snd Ruby. The final sub-
stunt!ve chspter, entitled To hetoken something there NSVer WhS,

paoy’, again in hicgraphy, has 8
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minubs subssction of s1fghtly more than two of its 50 poges, This is
hesded, deceptively, "Oswald Wes Not An igent for ths U, 5. Tevarnment.”
: ;

I sdd cmphesis to undsrscore the decaption.

%, .

agent”™ of cilther the FSI or the

Oswzld, certainly, wae not an
CIft. Eun, uithout dcub!
Worth, Tezas, sitting

owry latar aduission,

and Ruby, 2lthoush you will ned £1n? 1% in aither the Raport
or its yard-lonz, 26-volums eppendage, had besn a "eriminal” informant
» to ths degree 1%t can %odey be lzerned,
imated 300 subie fest of Commission Filas row stoved 1in the
reprosentation is that hKubg's
fhe 2idd-n fast 1z that, loax befors his 1962 agrsement with
tha FRI, while s%ill in the Sovies Uninn, to which hs had pretended
to dsf2:f but naver did, Oswald laid claim %o sarving the rovernment.
Hs 244 :hia in writing to Johm B, Comnerlly, who Oswald thou~ht wes
8till Sseretary of the Navy. Connally we= about to become governor

of Texaz:, 1In 1971, slghoush = Dzmocret, Connally hesaded ths Tressury

-1 preconditioning the publiec to secent sn unscceptable

tion" tithe asgsssination of tha popular Prasident, government used

"loska" to the press with consummate ewill.  But for all the fablad 1//////
1

skill o' the FBI, no gne liesk waes sver traced to ihs source, verhaps

one of the reasons is that the woat significent, if not, Indered, 2lse¢ ;S‘)

tho gra: test in number, wers hy tha ¥BI. Azein, it waz investigating

itself. The results wers predictables. gﬁjAL}/f/}-
— :
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Insons of thelr early privete sessioms, ths transcripts of
which vere clessifisd "TOP SECRET" snd from which all of the staff
except the genersl counsel wera exiuded, the Commission, frusirated
afber 1apsabtedly reading in the pspers what should Bewvse been the
closss! georets - and the soileorsd raloesas of which predstermined and
delimliied shet the Comulszion might do - questioned Ficholas Kstzenbach
about this, Ksizenbasch wsa thsn Depuby Abtorney Gensral, second to
Robert Kennedy alone in the Deperbment of Justiee. This is the ver-
batim iranscript:

Sen, Russell: General, I ses occesionslly in the press
grticies thad murpord %o hove come from the F.B.I. s to bits
of evidonece and things of thab kind., How much of their find-~
‘ inga does the F.B.I. propose bto relszse to ths press befors
Y, we proacnt bths findings of this Commission?

A Mr., Kstzenbech: Well Senctor, T know the story to which
\;;/ you. ere referring -~ -
4 Sen. Russell: [L's been In the papers,
\ Mr, Katzenbsch: Tes, 4&nd I ¥now thet the Dirsctor and
%/’ My, Belwont, who iz the men in charge of this particulasr in-
&)’ ve: bigaticn, arc ubtesrly furicus st the Inforwmstion thst got

?//'“ injo bl press. 1 belked with both of thew on thisz subjscht.
: \ Th:y say they are sonfident 1t could net have come from the
Felole, and I say with candor to this committee, I cenmgt
4 think of snybody else it could heve coms oM ...

¥

If it wes coursgeous of Katzenboeh to spesk so candidly aboud

Hoover and the FBI, it may also account I short caresr as

2

fad Al hi.a
Attorniy Jeneral when he wes sppolinted to thet post upen Hennedy's

resign: tlon te run for the Senate.

Ct ' One of the tidbits fead thse complacent and largely unques%ﬂg;j
o iing preas iz this lstter., It wes then played as in the Repert (R3IB5-7),

4 i
J i to infor an Osweld proclivity towsrd violonce.
After & dublious snd probebly Treudulent "hardship" discharge
from this Marine Gorps, sllsgedly to support his supposcdly destitube

mother, granted dsys bafore his enlistment expired, inctead of caring
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for her, Oswald chiselsed a few bucks from her and wsnt to the USSR.
There hs promptly =2nd publicly pretended to surrender his citizenship,
all the while bainékqaraful not to. Ths Navy, taking a2 dim visw of
what appsared in the ﬁnpars, changed nis honorable dischargs. This

was Oswald's letter of protest 2nd appeal. It iz printed in full in

=
e

i

the part ol his blography thet is in 4ppendix

Onl;” what is deliberntely misintsrpreted gs s threat is quoted
in the tox{ of the Reportht, "that he would 'employ all meens to vight

"  That - and no wmore,

this gross uistake or injustice’,
But, whst Oswald actuslly wrote is that "The story wes blown
up into nnother 'turncost' sensstion ..." To this he sdded & conclud-

ing paragriph, entlirely ignored by the press as by the Commission.

! It begins:

-
%
I h:ve and allways (sic) hed ths full sanction of the U.S, \j('
Embasey, Meomoow USSR, znd hones the U, 8. Government. A
p \
i Ard it concludes by giving ths Fmbessy es references .L&w
i Por information I would dirsct ycu to consult ths American \ P

Embassy', Chikovskl St. 19/21, Moscow, USSR, |
Thi: is neither Oswald's only nor his strongest clalm that he

served intclligence interests in the U,8.,3.R. The others, rather

SR S WEPE 2 e

than beinz merely disbtorted, were entirely supprsssed. I select this
ona preciscly because it was made public and was twisted. Oswald,
without relutation, claimed government sanction for his phony
"defection’,

: A1l¢getions that hs served ths FBI were printed right after

g the assassination. They attrscted little sttention then and wsare
soon entlrc¢ly forgottan. These stories were ignored by the Commis-
sion until it cared do so wo longer. ‘Phen it moved fsst, docisively,

ipaginatior. and originality mixed with its uninhibited uss o vaw power.




reports that Osweld hed been sn FBI informant. Of all zovernment in-
vastige:ive agencles used by tho Commission, the best if e3ill insde~
quate rocord is that of the Seerst Serviee. It was the only federsl
agency itk leg:1l Jurisdiction when the Presidsnt wes gzzossinabed,

But i1t ee immedistely frozen out of all crucial arceas by the omnipo-

%

the Sscret fspvice, subjset Lo buresucratic preazur:s

, PR -
LENL PO Li

seribed ns the "cover-up” of the evidencs sad the possibls szolutils
of the srims, 1t nonethsless immediately and without devistion pre-
sented the Warren Cowmission %ith solid procfs thet ths Commieslon's

pri:determined conclusicns were untenable. When this happensd, ths

b

FRI cems bty the Corwicstonts rosiues enad the 3scrat Servias pems insd
silent. The FBI began presmptinz enc excluding the Secrst Tsrvics

lese thsn 2l hours after those shobs cheugsc ths history el the world

The Commizsion designated .ibs mumbered flles "Commissicon

Dacumesnss® {4Dg or SRa). Ths ore numbered 320 counbeine r repert from
Seered Jorvie

Its syropsis reada:

Intervizw with Houyston Post reporter Alonso {=aiz) H.
Hudkins IIl. Hevetstes Osweld reported to be on FBI pay
rell 2s an informant, and other dnformsblion.

e

Thin "cther information”

&

includes uasubshantinted helis? thei

Ruby wge pert of .s.conspirscy. The peragraph sboul Cowald s nn KBTI

Cn Decomber 17, Hr. Hudkins advis
turnsd from a waskend in Dallss, during whizh time he toikad



to Allen Sweatt, Chief Criminsl Division, Sheriff's (Office,
Dol laz; Chisf Swestt mentlonsd that it was his opinion thet
Le: Harvey Osweld was being pasid $200 s month by the FBI as
an informant in connection with their subversive investigs-
tions. He furnished the alleged informent number assigned

to Oswsld by the FBI sz "3172%.

Sweabt wes ons of the key fizures In the immsdlisbely corrupbed
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a few hundred fest

frhmang she unigus funcitions served thers was the confiscstion and, to

‘ the de:rse it sould be, ths suppression of as msny ss possible of the
picturis of the Qﬁ$ﬁ?$iﬂ§ﬁ§éﬁ>

{I published sn entire book on this, PHOTCGRAPHIC WHITEWASH:
Suppreised Kennsdy Asspssinaticn Plebures., In the snsuing four years,
there s besn no complalint from sny officisl on any level in any
governaent, from ths Dallss polics snd sheriffis offices up to the
FBI, nor ons from & single mewber or mewmber cof the staffl of the Werren
Commisiion., There hes besn no cowplaint heceuse thers is no guestion
about she fzots - end bscsus? this book represents the first thorough
resurrsction frowm offleicl) oblivion of the suppressed avidencs, of
which 150 psgos, largely relevent PBI roports ond Commizsion memo-
rende, ars reproduced In fscsiuile,)

wed tho YUsrren Commlission, Flle 320

burned cubt $to be one of 1ts many
The ¥BI knaw sboubl thisz bafore the Secrst Service report got
from Hiuston to dnshiarton, snd bagsn working on it - snd Hudkins.
The Secret Service kept in touch with Hudkins, ns hs did with
it. Ditifwlly, whan hs gob bits and pleces of informstion from
1

i
sourca: of unknown dependability, hs psssed thew on to the Secretl

Servics. He epparently d4id nod Srust ths FBI. I hove the Secret
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Service reports. Leater, when ths governmsnb wss in e bind on the
questiol of whether or not Oswald was zn agent or informent, Hudkins
was defimed as "not very rellable” becsuse he hsd told federsl inves-
tigetors only whst he had himself besn told, so they could investigate
thess tips. This wes, after sll, their function, not his,

1ix pages from two unpublished files, four from 32C and two from
349 (Se:rst Service Contpol Nos. 705 and 782), illustrate Hudkins'
"unreli:bility" and the "reliability” of the Secret Service znd its
sourcs. Ons szemple is the report thet reached Hudkins "thet eciti-
zsns o? the United States had entsred into an agrsement or plot to
asssssizabe Premisr Castro of Cuba,”™ one infersnce being thet this
could have inspired QOswzld to sssassinste Ksnnedy.

Poday thers is nothing new iIn this. It is bsyond guestion.
It might have been then to sny governmsnt intelligence sgency of any
kind, fosr soms, like the CIA, vore involved. Othersz, 1iks ths FBI,
had the cobligetion of enforcing such lsws gs the neutrallity sct. A
sister szgency of the Sseret Bervice; ths customs service, conducted
rsids Lo frustrate thsse sdventures once Presidsnt RKennedy forbade
them as one result of the Cubs Missile Crisls. 4 number of ths mer-
cenariass involved in this end similar plots hed no rsluctence ia
describing them in detsil to me. Thsay gsve ms pictures of thsair com-
psnions, dsscribed their preparsbions, ldsntifisd thoss from whom
they reselivad sssisbtance, end explained how they fsiled. In one cese,
e resl 3IA sgent, also a2 Bay of Pigs prisoner, told me of 2 plod
sgainst Czstro that failed only becsuse, on s last-minuts whim, Castro
shifted from the jesp in which he had been riding when his convoy
stopped. The one he abandoned sustsined s direct hit by & bazooks

ahell - American-supplied., Its occupsnbs were killed.
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Hudkins at first belisved his source wss his psperts Washington
representative, Felbon West, who lster sald he knew nothing about it.
Bertran'!s December 12 report bo "Protsctive Research” in Weshingbon,
which Js the White House security dstail, urgsd that "z mewber of the
Houstor Post Weshingbon Burssu by the name of O!'Leary not be contascted
or in £ny wey be permibied %o cbiein this informetion in this report.”

Hudkins, learning from West that West elasimed not to have besn
the sowvrce, Immedlatbdy told Berbtesm of the appsrent error snd ssid he
would check his nobes to lzarn the identity of his sourcs {File 319).

West had bemn clty sditor of the Houston paper before becoming
its Wa:thington reprssentative. He was called to the White House end
interv!swed by thes chisefl of Protective Research and sn Inszpector of
the Se¢rst Service. West then identifisd this O'Lesry as "formerly
Scisnce Bditor of the Houston Post” bub said he "had disd in New
Zealent whlle sccoumpanying sn Antarctic expedition snd that Hr. O'Leary
wss burisd in Dallss some few doys befors the asssssinstion of Presi-
dent Kemnedy." (Flle 320, Contrel 705}

This otLeary is ths well-knmown Jeremish O'Lesry of the Weshing~
ton Sb:ip who no doubt would hzve boen surprised to lsarn of his buriel
in Dallas ss s preluds to the "erims of the senbtury”, whiech he cov-~
ered, (File 349)

Another of Hudkinstugdperiswbhat Liﬁfffﬁiﬁijiig?ge Butler,”
correcily identilied zz the hsad of the Dslles Police Juvenlle Bureau
{altholugh his chief function seems to hsve been "internel security®,
sesing to it thst there was no Communist subversion in the Dsllas

Police ), hed said of the President in Hudkins' presence, "I'm glad

the soli-of-a-bitehlssdeadssbut T wish-ituhadsnot-happensd-dneDallag(”

Butler wlth azactness. beyondeguestionyedsedescribed as e rightist”,
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Considering the extremist groups of the extreme right fringe he ad-
dressed snd przised, the description is herdly sn exeggerstion. Hor
is it less inbtsresting that 1tode"Bafler who reporfedly geve the all-
clesr signabvbormove OswWeldy signifying that the cer in which he wes
to have been spiritedieway was in plscs whsn. in fach, it wes not.
Hzd it besen, it would hawe besn impossible for Ruby to shoot Qsuwsld,
for tht ons clesr spot, the one from which he did shoot, is precisely
where {he cEpilas 'supposed to have been.

Butler, when lsst I neerd of him, hed quiebtly Dbsen shifted to
administration of ths jsil.

With thess reports sttributed to Hudkins sccurate, not insccu-

rete, verhave g means of cowparing his "unrselisbility" with officisl

LSRR SRR

"reliability"., His unofficial Pryingpan seems less bleck thsn the
officils 1 kattle.
But on the subject of the Decewber 17 informstion, "thst Lee
é Horvey Osweld wes being psid $200 s month by the FBI as su informant
in contschtion with their subversive investigstions,” the Sscrst Ser-
vice wi 8 more circumspeckt. It was hesndled by telephons - 16 days
later,
Typicslly, thet is filed in still snother of those round files
i in which i% ia so essy %o lose things, the mere deposliiing in differ-
“ ant Flles being snough te mske rebrisvel difficult.
'7 Bertram's Jsnusry 2hi, 196k, report o "Chis ", Jamss J. Rowley,
igs Becret Service Control Number 1011, 1I% is in the Commission’s
Fils 3’2, not 320 or 349, It is brisf. It reports obther forthcoming

——

storiey ssying Oswsld had been sn FBI informsnt and hss two othsr

short sragraphs, Ths first beginge, "This will ascknowladge recsipt

of lony; distance cell from Inspector Elliott Thacker on Jesousry 23,
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requesiing Information contained™ im the first report. The last sen-
tencs y1=afs, "This wes furnished,” thst is, by phons.

The second parsgreph begins, "Later the return csll wss mads
to Insyschor Thacker sdvising thet sdditionsl informetion hsd besen
recaived.” The barest possible reference is mede to thst phonsd-in

i Inforwm tion,

The resson for thls Jenusry 23 vhone ¢sll will socon become sp-
perent. It was psrt of a crisis, ths Commisaionis first bigz cns and
perhap: its wost serious.

4 week to the day prior to Budkins! rsport to Beritrsm of what

he had been told by Chief Criminsl Dsputy Sherliff Swestt, Joseph C.
bkl 428

Goulder, then s reporter for the Philesdalphia Inguirer, had e story

R

in i%s Sundsy, Decewber 8, issue. Two of its Five parsgraphs on this
sub ject sey:

The FBI atbempt to recrult Osweld s: an informant, =2n in-

formed law enforcement source said, was mede in September,
Just after he hsd moved to Dallas from Nsw Orlsans.,

| _
: ///Eﬁctuglly, when Oswald 1lsft Hew Orlesns in September, he want
5 O Mexzico, /thence to Dsllas, arriving in October. His wife and
daugh wad moved to Dallas in Septeuber.)
; The source said he did not know il the FBI succesdsd in hir-
4 ing Oswsld; snd the federsl sgency wouid nobt discuss the
matbar.

An eesrlier parsgrsph Ldentifies Oswald's function sz "sn under-
cover Informant in Castro groups.”
But tho hesdline on Goulden's story, consistent with its "lesd”,

is "Ruby Posed as TV Camersman's Helper to Get st Oswezld.” This gaove

the FBI a perfect opening for the use of one of ibts lessser-known but

highly developed skills, obfuscstion. 8o snxzious was the FBI to lay
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to res; thess rumors, thst the man 1t ssid killsd the President was

one of lts own, thet it weited until the ninth dey after sppearance

of Goulden's story to question him. And so penstrstingly did they plen

to intirrogsts him thst they did it - by telsephonsl

This wrs neither ths first nor the lsst time the FBI used ths
phone o svold ewbsrraasing confrontstion with uncongenial evidencs,
especlclly sbout Osweld's officisl connections. It wss dons exten-
sively in Hew Orleans, to svoid direct contect with those who hed
knowlestlge of the sssessinsted ssssssin's ¢T4 conmections.

In still another of those Commission files, this one No. 391,
thers .o the December 16, 1963, report of Philsdelphis Specisl Agent
John R, Wineberg's intervisw with Goulden. It is from the FBI's
Philadelphis FPile Lh-T767.

It mey help the resder's understending %o know thsat there wss
no nest for this scottsring of these reports on s single subject
througl. so many differsnt Commission files. Many of the mere than
1500 mmbered ones sre grester thsn book-length, All these larger
files ¢ontain reporbts of different dates on veried subjects from dif-
ferent sources. Sowse ere so large thst, in bindiag, one fils becomos

three volumes. However, the Winsberg rsporting is the only thinz in

‘Q Commission File 391.~
A\
s singls paraprsph telle the entire story:

JOSEPH GOULDEN
phcnically sdvise

Reporter, "Phllsdelpnis Inguirer,” tale-
that he hed contacted the unidentifiad

law enforcement ficer in Dellss, Texss, over the week end
by telephone, w hsd previously toeld GOULDEF in Delles thet
JACK LEQH RUBY /had gained entrsnce to the besement of ths
Dsllas P»ii Department by pocing sa8 & TV cemeramsn's helper
on the desy thet LEE HARVEY 0SWALD wes shob and who hsd aslac
told him that LBE HARVEY OSWALD st ons time had bsen con-
tzcted by the Federal Buresu of Investizstion to bscoms sn
informant. GOULDEN declined to identlfy the lsw snforcement
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officer after having talked to him on the teisphons. Ha
did say, however, that the officer told him thet the metter
was being "handlsd through proper chennels." GOULDEN ssid
he did not qusstion the officer furthsr es to whst these
chennels wers,

Thus, in its pretendsd investigstion of reports that Oswsld
had been its men, the FBI, in this report, almost escepes mention of
it, girssing it over in & clsuse, But this mesger raport sarved s
burpos=: %o fell back upon, if lstsr asked, to support the opinion
thet "Shere is nothing te it." The FBI could then sey 1t nad inter-
viswsd Gouldsn, whe had nothing of valuse.

But, ss with Budkins, ths ¥BI had to go back bto Goulden, sgein
not uniil after the ssme crisis, not until Februery 12, Winebargis=
report is in yeot snother Commissiom file, Ho. b63, Consistently,
there .5 nothing else in that I'ile, either, 1In this csse, the PRI
Philsdoiphis Fleld Office file number iz slso differant, 105-3953.,
The Heidquarters file, in Wsshlngton, is 105-3255. The scent, two-
parsgr ph reportyreguired s paragraph of synopsis, esch on seperste
pages,

Thils is neither ss pointleszs nor az foolish as it ssems for
the syropsis, intendsd to ssve the time of busy offficiels, succseds
in conveying three deceptions:

HUDKINS in Philsdelphis covering Heatlonsl Councll of

Chirches Convention esrly 12/63, which wes before GOULDEN
wert to Delliss to write sssassinstion story. GOULDEN swere
of ossessinstion matter only from whet he lesrned in Phile-
delphia from news medis end recslls no converssbion with
HULKINS in Philedelphie in which GOULDEN sszid OSWALD was
FBI informent,

Now, it heppens thst Hudkins snd Goulden were old frisnds,
heving both, ssrlier, covered the Dsllss courthouse when Goulden
worked there. They remsined friends, and when Hudkins wes in Phila-

*hia, on = day easily established snd entirely unreported, as

Winew

gut 1t, "HUDKINS was st the GOULDEN residence for dinnep
and 8 8O-
"

svening.

5 ki
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Thst "Up to this time, GOULDEN had no dirsct, first-hand knowl-
edzge ol the sssasssinestion snd wes sware ¢f the sssasszinstion only from
news madis In Philadelphisa® is 8o irrslevent to what Goulden wrote end
was pullished Decembsr § it smounts to s deliberste misrepresentestion,
a conscious effort to deceive thoss who wmight read Winsberg's report.
The second, shorbsr parsgraph is worth repseting in full:
HUDKINS hsd covered the ss=massinsblion story lo Dellas for
hi: paper, the "Heuston Posi,” and they did discuss the ssz-
za: sinaticn. GOULDER ssid he did not recszll theit they dis-
curged the possibility of GSWALD's having bsen an informsnt
of the FBI: howsver, they did discuss meny phasses of the
cete, He also pointed out thst enything ne {(GOULDEW) wmight
heve said gbout the metber wonld have been bassd on what he
ne¢ hosrd or resd in Ph’ladelphisa.
One possible, znd I think intended, interpretstion of the
second sentsnce is to cest doubt on Hudkins?! dependebility, for had
he not feiled to tall his good friend of this big story? 4And who In
the FB] wes going to sak the Secret ferviee sboub its later Hudkins
report! Hsd the Werren Commission hed zny asincere interzat in getting

a% the truth, it would not hsave been essy. Thesze Hudkins reporis uwere

81l in different Filas - sech in s different file - snd there are yet

others,

The coneluding sentence seems prebty clssrly designsd to convsy
the nolfon thet, regardless of what he hed written, CGoulden "had no
direct, first-hend ¥nowledge' znd "that enything he (GOULDEN] might
have s:id sbout the mstier would have bsen bssed on whst he hed hesrd
or resd in Philadalphia.”

Ths FBI wes careful to svold embarressament either bto itnelfl or
to the Commission. It went out of its wey not to provide copiss of
the Hudkins or Goulden reporting on Oswsld ss its "subversive” in-

formant. Yhen, =2fter diligent personal search in the Archives, I
Lo
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ind no copies there, I wrotse the Archivist thet the coplies of

"these reports, o supplied me, have no copies of the pertinent stories

writter

copies.”

Hations
Ths Xor
those i

vided.

its sun

supposs

atill ¢

by these reporters. If they ere in the files, I would like
For six yeers I have msintsined s deposit sccount at the

.

Archives. I pay the cosb of 81l such requests in sdvencs.
oxing, in fsob, waes st 2 rate three te four times grsster than

revailing commercially. And, no ¢opy of sither story was pro-

Thusz, eny Commission official resdinz this Wineberg report or

mary would not resdily understand that the “"invastigstion” wes

4 to be shoub whethsr Oswald had been sn FBI informant.
In this seme lastber te the Archivist, I ssked for g page from

nother £ils, Ho. 385, It had not been supplied me. There srs

'/’M’m“ Mty
five ttat srs rslevant, peges 10L-108, HNe-¢eubt—by—seeident, (106 had

been ot

of what

story

the Osy

dtbed,

Thet psge is znother dscepbion thst ernnot bs sccldental. I

mmzry resport desling with whst 2 secondhend source is asllsgsd
sepid so slliipbicaily and indefinitely hthet the sctusl source

Gentifiaed from it. The

}Am

ia attributed to Hudkinsz cesanot he

2

‘s too simpls, bHoo well-known Lo have besn balled up by sccident.

Hudkins hed spoksn by telephone to Frs. Ruth Psine, with url
wh {ppiag,
wlds lived neé%r Dsllas, Lese returning te-—the Peiae—thome ir mub=
A

—uwbob lpvine on weekends., They wmede en sppolnbtment Jor Hudkins to

At

7lsit lier lster in the dsy. During the conversstion, Hudkins had men-

tionsed
told &

BONL WH!

FBI De.lss Agent Iven D. Lee to whom Mrs. Pzine had spoken whsn e

Ehet Marguserite Oswald, Lee's mother, s prssticsl nurse, had
"socislly prominent” womaa for whom she hed worked thet "her
deoing importent anbi-subversive work.” These srs bthe werds of
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"telsplionleslly advised thst she had Jjust talked with" Hudkins by
phone., This was, according to Les's report, FBI Dsli3ss FPils DL 100-
10461 ipsge 104), on Demember 28. Lee did not bother dictating hls
exhsue! ing 106line report until December 31. It wss not typed until
Jenusry 3, 196lL, such was the interest of the P3I.

The "socislly prominent” woman wes locsted without difficulty
(pzze 107). She Ie Mrs. Lowell K. Rossuthel. Ths summery repoert of
this Litervlew, bouering the initisls of one of the ageants in charge
of sorislsting the Dallss lnveshigaticn, Robert P. Cemberling, elso

only 1{ lines long, says thet the DUesember 29 intervisw with Mrs,.

L2

e of whs

0y

Rosentl»l had "prsvicusly basen reported®. This parsphra
thet report ssya is:
In this 2w Mrs, RUBEHTHAL stabted thst frouw converso-

vl
ticn with Mre, MARGUERITE OSWALD thet her son who wa: i Dussia
wat working For the U, &. Governmsar in Husasis ... {(aic)

*3&»
s
ok
¥
£
’;1

Thers wes nothing new in gthis. Hrs. Oswald had so chepged
directly to the govennment befors her son’s repatristion. She had
repeated 1t on every possibls occssion., Time ofter tims, when shs
wes leter to ssy 1t on radio snd TV shows, ths FBI got tapes of them,

v

clandestinely, and they wers thersalter supprassed by the FHstionsl

Archives on dirsct order of the FEI. Only the sxistencs of an entirsely

inadsquate summery of the Commission's nusbersd filles disclosed that
what the FBI wrs suppressing wes public - had been gired on rsdio and
TV This wss contrery to the expressed deslire of Commission Chairmsn
Warren snd then-Attornsy Gsnsrsl Hoberi Kennsdy, both of whom desiresd
sverything possible be made avsileble for researczh. They had so
directad.

But nobody dirscts Hoover, who rsfused to talk to his theorsticsl

boss, tne Attorney General, beginning not long efter the Attorney
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General's brother wsz sssessinetsed.
On December 29, the day sfter Hudklins visited ¥rs. Psins, the
FBI senat 2gent Eenneth C. Howe to ses her, His report {pazs 105)
quotes her sas having "furnished the following informstion concerning
this cuntect by SUDKIKS":

HUDKINS referred to an article wilch ha steted hsdé sp-
peired in the New York Times, sither Descember 26 or 27,
1953, which srticle conjechtimed that LER HARVEY OSWALD
probably meds 8 desl with the U. 5. Government te work in
it belwll in anti-subversive endesvors in reburn for be-
inz gzrantsd permission to return to ths United States. She
ststed thnt She articls reporsedly goes on to bring ocut that
OS #ALD probably wes not belng wsiched any more clossly then
he wss by the FBI beocsuse 03WALD was working for or on be-
hes L.f of the government.

After s third poregraph desling with whot Hudkins had quits
correc:ly sttributed to Mrsz. Rosenthal, Howse wrote,

¥rz. PAINE ststed that HUDRKINS' primsry purposs of {(sic)
se:inz hor wes In gn effort to get soms sonfirmotion, 1If
po:sible, of the possibpility OSWALD wes scituslly working on
bsiwmll of the U. 3. Govsramsnt prior to the sssossination.

2

Inis, Mrs, Psipe zszid, shes could not confirm.

"

e

n 2ntirely differcent varzlon ls given by ons of the sgents

121

most direetly involved, the FBI's Dalles
Hosty, Jr. He snd Agent Berdwsll D. 0dum intsrviewad Mrs. Paine
Januerr 3, 196h. Their report {pege 10B) is szhert, having bub ninoe
lines. The first peragraph reads;

Mre. RUTH PATHE, 2515 West Bth Strast 4
LOINIE HUDKINS of the Houston Post Hewsp r, in his con~
bzt with her on 3sturdey, Dscenbar 20 3 hed sbtrisc
thi & the FBI was foollsh btoe deny thet Azent JOSWPH HOSTI
{rifersnes to SA JAMES P, HOSTY, JR.) hasd bried to dovelop
LE]! BARVEY OSWALD as en informsnt. Hrs. PAINE stated she
matie no comment one way or the cther to HUDRINS regsrding
th.s remark.

w“w
Sie B b 0¥

And this, not the Howe fiction, is the nitty-gritty: DId

i

losty tvy to "develop” Oswsld "as on Informnnt™?

i

e
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“io this paregreph is sppended s singls sentence thst cannoct
be true.

., PAINE stated thet she knew thet Si HOSTY had notb
inturviewed LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

‘trs, Paine ned no way of knowing, ons wsy or ths other, whether
hed interviewsd Oswsld. Nor is it mersly s question of
"interv iewinz". Thsre 1s ths question of pressuring. Further decep-
tion is served in what Hosty omits, thst he hed interviaswsd both Mrs.
Prins =1d Horine Oswsld psfore the asasgsinstion and, whab wes cere-
fully hidden, had lesmed on Osweld fuarther by making delrmetory remerks
sboub his wife in ths form of questions %o Irving neighbors,
3ag2d on Eheasa Ezgfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬂtiﬁ% intarviews, nobt all of wnich

ere scknowledged in ths Warrsn Report, if Mrs. Pzine had beon disposed
to make ©» guess sbout whethsr or not Hosty nad interviswsd

o
she could nobt hove svoided the possibility Hosty had, for shs, psrson-

ellv, tsd %old Hozty how to £ind Oswnld at work.
A I Py

Wast bebter pesson for Hosty to quote her zs saylng "thot she
knew tret SA HOSTY hed not intsrviewed LEE HARVEY 0S9JALD"?

With the psssing of = ressonsble smount of time, end without
public announcement, Hoover disciplined Hosty end resssigned him to
the Karsas City office. Whether the disciplining wes for soms un-
apecif ed transgression or for feiling in his misslon can only he
conjeetured; but if it i the former, everyone in the FRI who could
do so vient out of his wey to sey thes opposite belore the Warren

Commis 1100,

The effort to make little of varied snd needlesaly confused

secounss of the numerous raporta of Oswsld ss sn FBI snd/or CIA
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informnt, so complate thst not even coplss of the published newspaper
sccoun’'s remain, if they evar wers, in ths Commisszion's £iles {end no
gingle roport says ¢ single ¢lipping is sitached), w2s not 2 dige@—
pointment to the Commlsslon., Hone of the foregoling - snd much mors -

nicden from it or its stslff. This is not conjscture.
Aumorg the hundreds fyrom whom the Commission took testimony,

neither Hudkins nor fwestt nor Coulden nor ths aubhor of the New York

s

Times ¢tory was included. The original Dellss socurce of the story

thet Ciwsld hed been sn FRI informent wes not Swestt bub Bill slszsnder,

the sort of wild-west essistent district sttornsy, a rough-looking
snd rejutedly rough-scting cherscber. Thersfore, the Commission =lso
sloctot nobt to toke testimony from Alexsnder {who slse hind other in-
teresting Involvensnis tending %o link him wlth Osweld, slso ignored
by the Commissionj.

How better pursus ths truth without fssr or diverslon, dili-
gently and persistently, whersver 1% led: whset better wey of lesrning
whethei or not the sccused Presidentisl sssassin wes or wWe

sin
recruil=d to be sn FBI informsnt thsn by refusing to tzks testimony

from 5 zingle ens of the sources of publishsd reports thet he wes?

Here, in the contoxt of thelr busy lives snd other public com-

®
3

mitmenis, it is possible to make £ kind of defenss of the members of

<3

the Cormission as dlstinguizhed Trom lks s¢e0f. This iz not to say
they »1e innocent, nor is &% to sey that these men, sll with long
career: in government, were not thorouzhly familisr with the workings
of any buresucracy, especislly one with mobtlves of =zelf-interest snd
self-preservation., They should have known betiter. Ons, much lster,
confegied to ma his belisf thst "we were naver teld 11 sboub Oswsld

snnd hi: connections.”
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In ths contaxt of thoir many other pressing precccupetions, it
is possible to suggest thet the mewbers, psrileulasrly on this aspect
of the investigetion, wers the crsabures of their stafll, ware boxed

in, hod their decisions pre-determined for them. They were somewhst
like ringsd sné cheained bulls who, should they dare to run, treed on
the chein dengling Irom s steel ring sfflxed %o the soft tissus bstwesn
the nortrils. Ons step on any part of thet chsin and the psain in the
nose s excrusistinz. The bull pulls up shorb, stops, then walks
slewly, if st all.

The Commicssion held & numbaer of whait srs callsd "exscutive ses~
sions”, These sre not uncommon with committess of Congress, commis-
sions snd similar bodles. It is a polite way of seying secreb sessions.
Asids irom ths members of the Commission, the court reporter snd Genersl
Gounsel J. Les Renkin, they wers slons. Penkin, eslsco a Republicen, hsd
been S¢licitor Genersl of the Unlited SHstes, the government's lawyer,
part of the Deparbment of Justice, where hs msde snd pressrved msny
lssting frisndships. Until both realized it wes lndelicobe, Rhia asnrly
end suylpresssd Commission correspondence with Jp. Bdgar Hoover begsn
with the selutetion, "Dear Fdger”.

During one of these sessionc, on Mondsy, Februery 2k, 1961,
Cheirmen Warren, reflecting the lingering concern over whether or nct
the rejorta that Oswsld had been "gn undercover sgent for the FBIU,
reised the gquestion sgain., Whet follows is en unedlted, verbstim
reprodiction from pages 1598 snd 1599 of the officisl, TCP SECRET,
transciipt:

The Cheirmen. Ths next item on ths sgends iz status rsport

on ellegation thst Les Hervey Oswsld wes sn undsrcover agent
fo1- tha Psdarsl Burssu of Investigstion or other Federsl in-

vettigstive sgency. Mr, Rankin?
Mr, Rankin. We have enclosed ss psrt of your exhabifs here
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hers what we hove in regerd to the various effidsvits of sgents,
Mr. Hecover personally, sand the Indarviews thst were hed with
the warious Dallss officisls end newspspsr reporbesrs., We
checkad out ¥Mr. Hudgkins, ez you will recall, who sent me the
sotrce of the rumor, and wo checked out 8ll other sources, and
the repo.ts are here, and they all show negstive, Thsare wasn't
any disclosure by Mr. Hudgkins. He zs1d he had such informs-
ticn, but he refused to disclose his source, snd he did not
incicate that he hed snything more than the number thst he seid end
th: c¢lalm thet bhere wes such s relstionship. That iz 211 hers
in these raports.

Asnkin, who wss bo bscome Wew York (ity's lsw officer 2s its
corpors tion counsel, did not tell the truth. As ths reports slreasdy
cited thow beyond pny question, Hudkins not only never "refusad to dis-
close Yis source,” but he wmede it explicit. Purthsr, federel investi-
gators hed trsced the infermetion from Swestt to Assistent D. A,

Bill Alezandsr. The sole purposs served by this blstent lie wes to
poersunds the Commissionsrs thst thare wes no subsbancs to the reports.
As the rasder hss ssen by now, i%t is enything but trus that “ws have
checlked out all ths sources, and the reports srs here, and they sl1l

show negative.”

If thore, espascislly of the msjor msdis snd the seatsrn intele
izetual community, pesrticulsrly those “libsrals™ who blindly say, in
effect, that Herl Warren could make no mistake, forgetting thet Jesus
trusbad Judsd, hsd Instesd assessed the sveilsble svidence alens, they
would lkeve known that certsinly someone hsd done wrong. But by their
blind, unthinking, irrstionsl snd entirely unsupported esssult on
thoss vho raised guestions sbout the inbegrity snd mobives of the
officisl investigation end its conclusions, they mey well hove mede
impossible sny legitimsts dsfense of the wmembers of the Commission.

This ore excerpt might open some closed ayes,

This is but ths beginn

2

ng of the story, the tiny psrticls thst
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